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Parshat Vayechi 14 Tevet 5782 December 17-18, 2021 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE  WEEKDAY MINYAN INFORMATION 

Perek in the Park: 4:45pm Location: Eleanor Roosevelt Statue 
in  
Riverside Park (72nd St)  (weather dependent) — 

All indoor kiddushim are for vaccinated individuals only.  
 

Winter Wonderland Dinner:  
Winter Sponsorship: Karen Luchter-Stark 
Snowman Sponsorship: Joy & Morey Wildes 
Snowflake Sponsorship: Rachel Neumark Herlands & Jonathan Herlands,  
Ilana & Bernard Kabak, and Sydell Roth 
 

Hashkama Kiddush:  Jeffrey and Yehudit Neuman in commemoration of the 
yahrzeit of Jeffrey's mother Malka bat Yitzchak a"h.  
 

Main Kiddush:   
Joyce and David Friedman in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of their mother 
Edith Jaskoll a”h. 
  

Jonathan Herlands and Rachel Neumark Herlands in commemoration of the 
yahrtzeit of their mother Debby Neumark a”h. 

 

Additional Contributions by Barbara Epstein and Carol Hornung in honor of 
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik speaking at Lincoln Square Synagogue. 
 

Beginners Kiddush: Beatrice Stoller in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her 
beloved brother, Solomon Mazur, Shlomo ben Yitzchak Tzvi z”l.  
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Elana and James Nussbaum, along with the entire  
Nussbaum and Verschleisser families, in commemoration of the 5th yahrtzeit 
of Mr. Allen Nussbaum, L'Ilui nishmat Asher ben Eliezer z"l,  
on yud zayin Tevet. 
 

Barbara Schwartz Spero in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her father, 
Shmuel Zanvil ben Yehuda H'Cohen Schwartz z”l.  
 

Would  you like to sponsor a kiddush for future weeks? Email info@lss.org. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Shacharit:  

Sunday, December 19 @ 8:30am 

Monday, December 20—Thursday, December 23 @ 7:30am 
Friday, December 24 @ 8:30am 
Mincha/Maariv: 

Sunday, December 19 — Thursday, December 23 @ 4:20pm 

In order to continue to keep each other safe and healthy, and to comply 
with New York State regulations, LSS requires that, on Shabbat morning, 
everyone wear a face mask, covering the wearer’s mouth and nose, in all 
areas indoors at all times. At all other times, only vaccinated people may 
enter the building upon showing proof of vaccination (e.g., vaccine card, 
white LSS bracelet or NYS Excelsior Pass), and mask-wearing is  
recommended, but optional, at outdoor services and at Friday night,  
Shabbat afternoon and weekday indoor services. In addition, we request 
that attendees be sensitive to the comfort and safety concerns of others at 
shul by respecting any social distancing desires of others.  
We thank you in advance! 
 

Friday night: 
4:12pm Shabbat Candle Lighting 
4:15pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat;  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.           
4:30pm Sunset: Latest time to daven Mincha  
5:01pm Repeat Shema 
5:30pm LSS Winter Wonderland Dinner; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
Honoring Dr. Sara Nash as Ateret Hatorah and Linda Rogers as  
Ateret Hakehilla.  
7:30pm Magen Avraham Teen Oneg; 
Location: Pre-function room/Ballroom level  

Shabbat: 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  
Hashkama Kiddush and Shiur by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow.  
9:00am Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Minyan;   
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Drasha after davening by  
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik. Title: Rembrandt, The Rav, and the Roman Catholic 
Priest: A Vayechi Story. Main Kiddush on the Spira Family Terrace.  
9:30am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan;  
Location: The Spira Family Terrace  
(*please note: as of 12/25 the Rabbi Herschel Cohen Minyan will begin at 
9:45am and will move back into the Belfer Beit Midrash) 
9:30am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald;  
Location: Ballroom. Beginners Kiddush to follow. 
9:32am Latest Shema 
9:45am Shabbat Groups; Location: Second Floor Classrooms 
10:20am Latest Shacharit  
12:00pm Young Professionals Winter Kiddush; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
2:30pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler;                     
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
3:30pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur by Assistant Rabbi Yoni Zolty; 
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Topic: Discussion of This Week’s Haftara. 
4:05pm Mincha; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Followed by Seudah Shlishit in the Ballroom.  
4:30pm Sunset: daven Mincha 
5:13pm Ma’ariv/Havdalah 
5:23pm Zoom Havdalah (link in electronic Echod).  

MAZAL TOV 
Dr. Sara Nash on being honored as Ateret Hatorah. 
 

Linda Rogers on being honored as Ateret Hakehilla. 
 

Freya and Richard Wigler on the upcoming marriage of their grandson  
Albert Shalom to Aviella Goldsmith.   
 

Batya Goffin on the celebration of her grandson Binyamin becoming a 
Combat Medic for his unit.  

THIS SHABBAT AND SUNDAY 
Rabbi Swap Shabbat: While Rabbi Robinson visits 
Shearith Israel (The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue)   
to share a drasha, join us as we welcome  
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik from Shearith Israel who will do 
the same for us! With an abundance of rabbinic         
treasures in our neighborhood, we are delighted to treat 
each other to this special Shabbat morning, where differ-
ent congregations will experience another esteemed 
rabbi in their sanctuary. The title of Rabbi Soloveichik’s sermon is:  
Rembrandt, The Rav, and the Roman Catholic Priest: A Vayechi Story  
 

Friday 
 Our Winter Wonderland Friday Night Dinner  

 Location: Belfer Beit Midrash Mincha/Maariv: 4:15pm. Dinner to follow 
(approximately 5:30pm). We look forward to welcoming you to our      
delicious buffet dinner catered by Petaks where we will honor  

  Dr. Sara Nash as Ateret Hatorah and Linda Rogers as Ateret Hakehilla.  
  Registration is closed. Vaccination (vaccination card or High Holiday fast 

pass bracelet) or negative PCR result within 48 hours must be presented. 
Please note: masking required when not eating.  

 Magen Avraham Teen Oneg: 7:30pm: Location: Pre-function room.  
Come hang out with other teens! We'll have ping pong, cards, board 
games & snacks. 

 

Shabbat 
 Young Professionals Winter Kiddush: 12:00pm. Location: Belfer Beit 

Midrash. Must be vaccinated (12+) or present results of negative PCR test 
taken within 48 hours. Registration has closed.  

 

Sunday 
 Women’s Tefillah Group Presents: Chodesh Tevet: 8:00pm. Via Zoom. 

Topic: Asnat: Wife of Yosef, Daughter of Potiphar, Daughter of Dinah? 
Meeting ID: 885 6034 3511 Passcode: 123188 Sponsored by Golda Hudes 
in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her mother, Sara Bat Yakov a”h. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
Dr. Andrea Zimmern 

HOSPITALITY 
Did you know? Hospitality is not just for visitors to the neighborhood but 
also for members of LSS. If you are a member and would like to be hosted 
for a Shabbat meal or would like to offer hospitality to other members, 
please email us at hospitality@lss.org.  

mailto:hospitality@lss.org


 

NEIROT SHABBAT LEARNING  
Following Maariv on Friday night, December 24, join us for a shiur given by 
Rabbi Shaul Robinson followed by a hot kugel kiddush. Looking for our next 
sponsor! Email info@lss.org 

 

We take the safety and health of our members very seriously and will do 
whatever we can to prevent further spread of Covid-19. As a reminder to all, 
even if COVID is not the concern at hand, if children are at all symptomatic 
(cough, fever, runny nose, sore throat, GI symptoms, etc.), it is important 
that they stay home.  
 

Shabbat Youth Groups: 9:45am (Location: 2nd floor classrooms) 
Youth Groups are back in full swing with davening, Torah, snacks & play. 
Youth Directors: Romy and Avrahum Sanger 
Assistant Youth Director: Alexander Wildes 
 

Tuesday, December 21st: Tikvah Scholars at Yale University Virtual Open 
House for 10th and 11th graders: 8:00pm. Learn more about the Tikvah 
Scholars Program, an 11-day residential summer institute for current 10th 
and 11th graders at Yale University. Hear from Rabbi Mark Gottlieb, Senior 
Director at the Tikvah Fund & Dean of the Tikvah Scholars Program, as well as 
faculty and alumni, who will share more details about this one-of-a-kind  
summer experience. Learn more and register at tikvahscholars.org 
 

Sunday, January 9th: Babies & Brunch: 10:30am-12:00pm: Join us for a fun, 
child-centered and interactive morning with Sing with Julie! There will be 
singing, guitar playing and creative movements! This event is for parents and 
babies through preschool aged children. We are looking for sponsors for this 
event and future Babies & Brunch events. Please email youth@lss.org if 
interested in sponsoring.  
Register at https://www.lss.org/event/babies-and-brunch.html.  

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Shabbat, January 1st: 12:30pm: Beginners Luncheon. Cost: $25.  
Deadline: Dec. 29th. Must be vaccinated. Register at www.lss.org/beginners 
 

Thursday, January 6th through Shabbat, January 8th: Scholar in Residence 
with Rav Ari Kahn, Rabbi of the Mishkan Etrog community in Givat Ze’ev 
and Director of the Overseas Students Program at Bar-Ilan University.  
See flyer for full schedule. 
 

Shabbat, January 15th: Women’s Tefillah Group: Shabbat Mincha: 4:00pm. 
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.   
 

Shabbat, January 22nd: Black Honey Film Screening: 8:00pm.  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  
LSS Films is back! Black Honey tells the story of the greatest Yiddish poet of 
modern time, Avraham Sutskever. Sutskever, who led the Paper Brigade 
underground movement that saved Jewish manuscripts from the Nazis,  
survived WWII through a private rescue plan sent by Stalin.  
In 1947 he immigrated to Israel, where he was at the  
forefront of Yiddish culture. He died in 2010.  
The film is part of the award-winning Israeli television series, The Hebrews, 
produced and directed by Yair Qedar. The series documents Hebrew literary 
figures of the 20th and 21st centuries. Followed by a Q&A by the director.  
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door.  
Proof of vaccination and mask wearing required. Attendance capped at 70. 
Register at www.lss.org/event/lss-films-black-honey.html 
 
 
If, due to a disability, you need an accommodation made or you need help  
registering for an event, please call (212)-874-6100.  

Sunday: 
 Sh’eilot and Tshuvot: 9:15am-10:15am. Come and learn some classic 

and contemporary responsa Sunday mornings after Shacharit. In person 
and via Zoom. In person location: Belfer Beit Midrash. Meeting ID: 838 
3061 9860 Passcode: 354153. Must be vaccinated (12+) or show at the 
door results of negative PCR test taken within 48 hours to participate in 
breakfast portion. Sponsors are welcome.  

 

Monday: 
 A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by                  

Rabbi Robinson: 11:00am-12:00pm. Location: Nathaniel Richman      
Cohen Sanctuary. Repeated on Zoom Tuesday at 8:00pm. 

 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel): 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 
https://www.jotform.com/212903440529048  

 

Tuesday: 
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 

Shaul Robinson: 10:30am–11:30am Meeting ID: 241022510. Dial In:     
646 876 9923. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by                 
Ron Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 850 0937 1460 Password: 560900  

 A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by Rabbi           

Robinson:  8:00pm. Meeting ID: 858 4080 4793 Passcode: 931015 

 

Wednesday: 
 Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit (Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: 

7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 

 https://www.jotform.com/212903661753153  

 

Thursday: 
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 

11:30am-12:30pm. Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238 Password: 142533  
 Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led by     

Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888 In person     
location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

By: Romy Sanger 
A Dvar Torah from the Commentary of the Malbim: 
 

"And the brothers of Yosef saw that their father had died and they said per-
haps- Lu- Yosef will harbor ill will towards us- yestemenu- and he will pay us 
back for all of the bad things that we did to him." (Sefer Bereshit 50: 15). 
 

The word "Lu" can also be understood as a wish- Halevai. In this context, why 
would the brothers desire Yosef avenging their negative activity towards 
them? 
 

The Malbim explains (predicated on the verses in Mishlei 25: 21, 22) that the 
greatest revenge is to feed an enemy and to treat him/her with kindness. 
This will cause the other person to feel shame for how he/she mistreated 
this person. Their conscience will experience profound anguish. 
 

Thus the kindness of Yosef towards the brothers generated discomfort 
amongst the brothers. They stated that a classic "payback" of revenge by 
Yosef would be preferable to the present situation. This led them to request 
his forgiveness for their previous mistreatment of him.   

YOUTH DVAR TORAH 

1. How old was Yakov when he passed away? 
2. Where did Yakov want to be buried? 
3. Who else was already buried in Ma’aarat Hamachpaylah? 
4. How many languages did Yosef speak?   

QUESTIONS 

1. 147 years old  
2. Yakov wanted to be buried in Israel in Ma’aarat Hamachpaylah 
3. Adam & Chava, Avraham & Sarah, and Yitzchak & Rivkah were already 

buried there.  
4. 71 languages  

ANSWERS 
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Parshat Vayechi   
December 17-18, 2021 
By Judy Sokolow 
 

Apropos of last week's dvar Torah, which I had the honor to write, we  
noted that Rashi made mention of the Shema prayer. He again referenced 
the Shema regarding this week's sidrah, but this time the connection is  
more oblique. 
 

Jacob wanted to  address his sons before his imminent passing and said: 
"Come together that I may tell you what is to befall you in the days to 
come (Genesis 49:1); yet, with no mention of anything at all, Jacob again 
invited them to "harken to Israel your father," (49:2) and proceeded with 
his personal message for each. Rashi explained: "He desired to reveal the 
end [of Israel's Exile] but the Divine Presence withdrew from him and he 
began to say other words." The Talmud (Pesachim 56a) had taken this  
further. It suggests that Jacob thought: "Is there perhaps, Heaven forfend, 
some blemish in my family [that makes me unworthy of hearing the Divine 
message], such as Abraham, from whom there came forth Ishmael, and my 
father Isaac, from whom there came forth Esau?" His sons said to him: 
"Hear o Israel, the Lord is Our G-d the Lord is one"; by which they meant to 
say, "Just as in your heart He is but one, so in our hearts He is but one." 
And then Jacob declared: "Blessed is the name of His glorious Kingdom 
forever and ever." (This explains why we add this verse to Shema even 
though it is not found in Devarim 6 where the first part of Shema appears.) 
 

Midrashim often state things which are meant to be taken figuratively, 
symbolizing a supposed circumstance designed to communicate a moral or 
value. Arguably, however, it is realistic to believe that Jacob's sons actually 
said this to him and that it developed into a maxim that became part of an 
oral tradition that Moses was later told to include in the Torah. As such, it 
is a very ancient prayer. 
 

Is reciting the verse of Shema Yisrael a commandment? Yes. The venerable 
13th century Sefer HaHinuch (which discusses its list of the 613  
commandments, sidrah by sidrah,) calls this commandment “yichud  
Hashem” and states: "We were commanded to believe that blessed G-d is 
the fashioner of all reality, the master of all, One—without any partner."  
 

In practical terms, we are required to recite the Shema once in the  
morning and once after dark but tradition has added that we also say it at 
bedtime and in the preliminary morning prayers. It is obligatory to give our 
lives lest we profane this commandment and it is, according to the Sefer 
HaHinuch, a commitment that a person must honor "at all times, meaning 
that his responsibility is never suspended even for a small moment." 
 

Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, in his book The Shema: Spirituality and Law in 
Judaism, referenced Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik in explaining that accepting 
the oneness of G-d is more complex than not worshipping statues or  
graven images and wrote: "For were idolatry no more than such religious 
fetishism, the prophets' attacks on Jewish idol worship would be both  
superfluous and irrelevant for us today. But they are not because idolatry 
is far more than the physical act of bowing to and worshiping a statue. 
Rather, it means placing at the center of our values anything, anyone, any 
value other than G-d....True monotheism means to acknowledge that G-d 
is absolute and that all else is relative” (p. 158). 
 

Getting back to our sidrah: When we say Shema, we generally take Yisrael 
to mean the people of Israel in a community that totally accepts the  
oneness of G-d. Rabbi Lamm, however, cited the Midrash (Deuteronomy 
Rabbah, paragraph 2) to suggest that we could have our Patriarch 
Jacob/Israel in mind. In that case, he concluded: "In calling out  to him 
across the chasm of the generations, we assure him and ourselves that the 
One G-d he worshipped is ours as well; that we continued his tradition, 
which he entrusted  to his children; that we have not and will not falter as 
we strive to implement the 'Kingdom of Heaven' in our own times and our 
own places; that three and a half millennia later we still carry aloft  

 

After a year online, it’s good to begin seeing each other again in  
person. As we look towards more connected days ahead we also look 
for ways to help encourage the reconnection among members.  
Adding your photo to your member account is a great way to get to 
know other Shul members, and let them get to know you (especially if 
you're "supposed to know them at this point" shhhh - we won’t tell). 
Be sure to send in your individual, couple, or family photo to  
Jay Ziffer at Jayz@lss.org. *Photos can only be seen by members. 

PLEASE CONSIDER LSS IN YOUR YEAR END GIVING 
 

Tax-Wise Strategies to Easily Maximize Your End-Year Gifts: 
 

Donations coming from IRA accounts designated as RMDs  
(Required Minimum Distributions) need to be deposited by Dec. 31 or they 
could be disallowed by the IRS. Please send in your contributions early. 
Reminder December 31 is a Friday and final checks will be deposited in the 
morning. Please note that anything received in the office after noon on    
Friday will not be deposited in time. 
  

Closing out past membership dues and charges, Gifts of Cash, Gifts of 
Appreciated Securities, IRA Charitable Rollover, A tax free gift from your 
IRA, Gifts in Your Will or Revocable Trust, Gifts of Retirement Assets, Gifts 
of Real Estate, Gifts of Life Insurance, Long term appreciated securities. 
 

If you have any questions please contact the shul office 
at info@lss.org or call 212-874-6100. 
To pay your balance online please visit www.lss.org/payment 
 

Reminder: you must be logged in.  

DVAR TORAH  

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

DVAR TORAH 

 

The office is open Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 
Questions? Email: info@lss.org 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org or 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Morey Wildes, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer Rande Price, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst,  Sara Nash, Julie Walpert, Jay Ziffer 

The next Shabbatot available to write a Dvar Torah are:  
Vaera 1/1, Bo 1/8, Mishpatim 1/29, & Terumah, Shabbat Zachor 2/5 

If interested, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

THE OFFICE 

our grandfather's torch of yihud Hashem  (the unification of His Name); 
and that we pledge to continue to do so even in an age of cynicism,  
confusion, and despair" (p. 21). 
________________________________ 
 
With gratitude to my husband for being my research assistant as always.

LOST AND FOUND 
Have you seen a gold bangled bracelet in the shape of a curved nail? If so, 
please email info@lss.org.  

lss.org
http://www.lss.org


 


