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SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

WEEKDAY MINYAN INFORMATION 

Hashkama Kiddush:  Linda and Morris Shamah in memory of  
Morris' father, Abraham ben Leah v’Moshe z”l.  
 

Main Kiddush: Nan Kurzman and Moshe Sukenik in honor of the  
marriage of their son, Gabriel Sukenik to Rosie Katz.  
 

Beginners Kiddush:  Felice and Baruch Abilevitz in memory of their  
Fathers’, Gedalia ben Yosef Halevi z”l and Eliahu ben Aba z”l. 
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Available to be sponsored.  
 

To sponsor a Kiddush please email info@lss.org. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Shacharit:  
Sunday, March 20 @ 8:30am 
Monday,  March 21— Thursday, March 25 @ 7:30am 
 

Mincha/Maariv: 
Sunday, March 20 @ 6:55pm 
Monday, March 21 — Thursday, March 24 @ 7:00pm 

Friday night: 
6:48pm Shabbat Candle Lighting 
6:50pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat;  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
7:06pm Sunset: Latest time to daven Mincha  
7:37pm Repeat Shema 
 

Shabbat: 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  
Shiur by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow on third floor; 
Hashkama Kiddush on The Spira Family Terrace. 
9:00am Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Minyan;                  
Drasha before Musaf by Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
9:30am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald;  
Location: 3rd floor. Beginners Kiddush to follow. 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan;  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash  
10:00am Shabbat Groups; Location: Second Floor Classrooms  
10:01am Latest Shema 
11:02am Latest Shacharit  
4:55pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler;  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
6:05pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur by Rabbinic Intern  
Efraim Tepler; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
6:40pm Mincha; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Followed by Seudah Shlishit in the Ballroom. 
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Yehoshua Grunstein. Topic: Are you Jewish?  
Proving the Jewish roots of Ukrainian refugees. 
7:07pm  Sunset: daven Mincha 
7:50pm Ma’ariv/Havdalah 
8:00pm Zoom Havdalah (link in Electronic Echod) 

HAKARAT HATOV 

Lori Beth Jacobowitz for writing this week’s Dvar Torah.  
 

Romy and Avrahum Sanger and Alexander Wildes for their tremendous 
carnival success! Sunday was a buzz with Purim festivities and was a  
testament to their hard work and dedication. Thank you again to all our 
sponsors. 
 

To our Purim Carnival volunteers who made it all possible; Nadav Ackerman,  
Matthew Blitzer, Michael Blitzer, Caleb Eden, Yael Grinstein,  
Nyla Kamlet, Zach Rubin, Benjy Savenor, Jack Spira, Morey Wildes,  
Joy Wildes, and Henry Wildes. 
 

Please visit www.lss.org/photo_gallery to view the photos from this year’s 
Purim Carnival.  
 

To our Mishloach Manot volunteers for handing out this years’ fantastic 
packages; Ora Hamelsdorf, Rande Price, Ellen Silber, Paris Wald-Stulbach, 
Shirley Wald, Julie Walpert, Elaine Witty, Jay Ziffer,and Marcy Zwecker. 
 

Tamar Fix and Jay Ziffer for creating this years' Mishloach Manot theme. 
 

Valerie and Daniel Feder for their contribution towards the Purim  
Break Fast in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of Daniel’s father, 
R’ Elimelech Aharon Feder z”l. 

MAZAL TOV 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT GUEST SPEAKER:  
RABBI YEHOSHUA GRUNSTEIN 

Rabbi Yehoshua Grunstein will speak on the topic of  
Proving Jewish Identity in the State of Israel. Rabbi Grunstein  
is affiliated with Tzohar, an Israeli organization dedicated to 
fostering a vibrant and inspiring Jewish identity to guarantee 
the Jewish future of the State of Israel. With the current aliya 
of thousands of Jews from Ukraine, many escaping with just a handful of  
personal belongings, how does one ‘prove’ that they are Jewish so that they 
can marry according to halacha and live fully Jewish lives? Rabbi Grunstein will 
discuss how Tzohar is handling this sensitive topic during a humanitarian crisis. 
Prior to working for Tzohar, Rabbi Grunstein has served as the Rabbi of the 
Beth Israel Synagogue in Halifax, Canada, and as Director of Training and 
Placement at Ohr Torah Stone.  

NO MORE COVID ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES! 
Welcome to Lincoln Square Synagogue! In accordance with NY City  
and State regulations, wearing of masks is now optional at all services at  
LSS for adults and children, regardless of vaccination status, and indoor  
kiddushes and meals are no longer limited to vaccinated individuals.   
Of course, we request that attendees be sensitive to the comfort and  
safety concerns of others at shul by respecting any social distancing or 
masking desires of others.  

Allison and Yitzy Rubin on the birth of a girl, Ruthie Kate! Mazal 
tov to big brothers Zach, Jake, and Ely, to grandparents Elaine and 
Scott Liebman and Carolyn and Rabbi Elli Rubin, and to uncles Phil 
and Sammy Liebman and the entire extended family! 
 
Nan Kurzman and Moshe Sukenik on the upcoming marriage of 
their son, Gabriel Sukenik to Rosie Katz. Mazal tov also to parents 
Fay and Marty Katz. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
Lily Friedman 



 

We take the safety and health of our members very seriously and will do 
whatever we can to prevent further spread of Covid-19. As a reminder to all 
parents, if children are at all symptomatic (cough, fever, runny nose, sore 
throat, GI symptoms, etc.), it is important that they stay home. 
 

Important note: For the safety of your children and of the other members of 
LSS, LSS requires that children be either in youth groups or in shul with their 
parents.  Please support our efforts by explaining our safety policies to your 
child and reminding him/her of the importance of staying in groups or with 
you in shul.  If children are found roaming or playing in the halls of the shul, 
the shul or youth department leadership may bring those children to their 
parents or may call a parent if a child is having a challenging time complying. 
 

Shabbat Youth Groups: 10:00am (Location: 2nd floor classrooms)          
Join us for davening, Torah & play.    
Youth Directors: Romy and Avrahum Sanger                                                   
Assistant Youth Director: Alexander Wildes 
 

THIS Sunday March 20th: Babies & Me: 10:45am-12:00pm.  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash. We will be singing and dancing the morning 
away. Thank you to our sponsor Dr. and Mrs. David Lloyd Sherr.  
Register at https://www.lss.org/event/babies-and-me.html 
 

Sunday, April 3rd: Matzah Baking: 10:00-11:00am.  
Location: Ballroom. Ages 3-14. We will be making Matzah together  
in preparation for Pesach. Cost $12 per child. Register at 
https://www.lss.org/event/matzah-bakery-2022.html 

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, March 28th: Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Lecture by  
Rabbi Saul Berman: On Entering Into God's Time: The Multiple Forms of 
Kabbalat Shabbat: 7:30pm. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen  
Sanctuary. Masking optional if vaccinated, required if unvaccinated.  
Sponsored by Karen Luchter-Stark in memory of Dov Yitzhak ben Avraham 
(Edward Stark) z"l who was born on March 29, 1931. 
 

Tuesday, March 29th: United Hatzalah Psychotrauma Workshop with  
Dr. Einat Kaufman of the United Hatzalah Psychotrauma Unit:  
6:00pm-9:00pm. Location: Ballroom. Einat Kaufman Psy.D. is a managing 
member of the Psychotrauma Unit of United Hatzalah of Israel, specializing 
in grief and loss. She was part of a small delegation assisting in recovery 
efforts after Hurricane Harvey and The Tree of Life shooting.  
Additionally, Einat joined an IsraeAID team in Liberia to help after Ebola, 
and has helped with disaster response in Peru, Ecuador, Costa Rica, and 
Kurdish areas in Turkey and most recently in Moldova. Light dinner and 
refreshments will be served. RSVP to Marcelle Farhi at  
MarcelleF@Israelrescue.org. Please note: limited spots available.  
Reservations are first come first serve.   
 

Sunday, April 3rd: Spring Clothing Drive: 9:00am-1:00pm.  
Location: Shele Danishevsky Covlin Foyer. Gently used men's, women's 
clothing, linen, table cloths, purses, and hair accessories will be shipped to 
Israel and distributed to Israel's neediest, including recent immigrants from 
Ukraine, by an organization called Yad Leah. Nothing with holes, stains, 
tears, please. Please only donate clothing that you would feel comfortable  
handing to the recipients in person. Volunteers needed to help pack; please 
contact nvogel212@gmail.com. Shipping costs to Israel are expensive;  
donations to help defray the cost are gratefully accepted. 
 

Sunday, April 10th: LSS Clergy on the Haggadah: Short Thoughts to Share 
at Your Seder" with Rabbi Shaul Robinson, Assistant Rabbi Yoni Zolty, 
Rabbanit Mindy Schwartz Zolty, Chazzan Yanky Lemmer, and Rabbinic 
Interns Efraim Tepler and Daniel Gottesman.  8:00pm. Via Zoom.  
Meeting ID: 827 0576 0130 Passcode: 736372Dial In:6468769923  
 

Tuesday, April 12th: Israeli Book Club: 6:30pm. In this series of monthly 
meetings, we read books written by Israeli authors and then discuss them. 
The next book is Fanny and Gabriel by Nava Semel. Their first date was  
arranged by a professional matchmaker. A deal, a pragmatic matter that 
had nothing to do with romance – that's how it all began. Not long after  
the engagement was settled, Gabriel was sent to war. The year was 1914. 
This love story, set against a backdrop of the major historical events of the 
twentieth century, is also the story of the era’s biggest Jewish dilemma:  
the choice between the promise of life in America and a new Jewish state  
in Palestine. You can purchase the book from Amazon; the discussion will 
be led (in English) by Harel Fenigstein. To register for the virtual discussion, 
please see the electronic Echod. 
 

Wednesday, April 27th: Lunch and Learn with Rabbanit Laurie Novick on 
"Judaism and Acculturation: U'vechukoteihem  Lo Teleichu". 12:30pm.  
Location: Ballroom. Laurie Novick is Director and Head Writer 
of Deracheha, an online halachic education initiative under the auspices of 
Yeshivat Har Etzion. She has worked as a Yoetzet Halacha for over eighteen 
years, is a certified Yoatzot Halacha Fertility Counselors and Sharsheret 
Breast Cancer Educator, and taught at Nishmat for many years. Laurie has 
masters degrees in Talmud, in Bible, and in Jewish Education, and has done 
additional graduate work in Counseling.  Lunch is complementary but 
please register in advance in the electronic Echod. Sponsorships welcome.  
 

Shabbat, April 30th: Scholar in Residence Rabbi Yonatan Rosensweig  
on Judaism and Mental Health in partnership with Mizrachi World  
Movement and Israel360. Full schedule to come.  

By Romy Koenig 
This weeks Parsha, Parshat Tzav, we learn three very important lessons 
regarding our connection to the Mitzvot.  

ַח  ְזֵבַ֤ ה ַעל־ַהמִּ ה ַעל֩ מֹוְקדָָּ֨ ֹעלָָּ֡ וא הָּ ָ֣ ָ֑ה הִּ ֹעלָּ ת הָּ את ּתֹוַרַ֖ ֹֹ֥ ר ז ָ֣יו ֵלאֹמֹ֔ נָּ ת־ַאֲהֹר֙ן ְוֶאת־בָּ ו ֶאֶֽ ַצַ֤
ֹו׃ ּוַקד בֶֽ ַח ּתֹ֥ ְזֵבַ֖ ׁש ַהמִּ ֶקר ְוֵאֹ֥ ֙ה ַעד־ַהֹבֹ֔ ְילָּ ל־ַהַלָ֨  כָּ
 

Command Aaron and his sons thus: This is the ritual of the burnt offering: 
The burnt offering itself shall remain where it is burned upon the altar all 
night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept going on it. 
 

Rashi comments on the word Tzav and says the following: The expression 
“Command …!” always implies urging on to carry out a command,  
implying too, that it comes into force at once, and is binding upon  
future generations. 
 

The three things that we learn are as follows: 
1 - Urgent - When something is urgent, it means we care, it means we are 
connected. The Torah here is commanding us to have a sense of urgency 
and passion when we perform Mitzvot. 
2 - Comes into force at once - The Torah commands us not to wait around, 
if we have an opportunity to do a good deed, do it right away. The habit of 
pushing things off and not taking advantage of the moment are bad habits 
that need never to be implemented in our lives. 
3 - Binding upon future generations - The Torah and Mitzvot are eternal. 
The idea that the commandments that were given to us thousands of years 
ago are and will continue to be the light on our path towards righteousness 
is something difficult to understand but very important.  

YOUTH DVAR TORAH 

1. What does the word “tzav” mean? 
2. Which sacrifice was the first to be brought in the morning? 
3. What could only be eaten in the Temple? 
4. What was worn by ordinary kohanim? 

QUESTIONS 

ANSWERS 

1. Command 
2. Tamid, the daily offering 
3. Asham, the guilt offering 
4. Mitznefet, the high hat 

We are partnering with the David Frohlich z"l Youth Department at  
Congregation Bnai Yeshurun of Teaneck, NJ along with many other youth 
departments across America to raise money for toys and clothes for Jewish 
Ukrainian orphans who have arrived in Israel. 100% of the money goes  
directly to the kids (there is no overhead cost).  
Donate at https://toysforkidsinisrael.com  

YOUTH TOYS AND CLOTHES FOR UKRAINIAN ORPHANS 



 

Sunday: 
 Sh’eilot and Tshuvot: 9:15am-10:15am led by Assistant Rabbi Yoni 

Zolty. Come and learn some classic and contemporary responsa Sunday 
mornings after Shacharit. In person and via Zoom. In person location: 
Belfer Beit Midrash. Meeting ID: 838 3061 9860 Passcode: 354153.  
Sponsors are welcome.  

 

Monday: 
 A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by Rabbi      

Robinson: 11:00am-12:00pm. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen    
Sanctuary. Repeated on Zoom Tuesday at 8:00pm. Sponsored in loving 
memory of J. Leonard Spodek יהודה לייב בן ישראל ז״לk  נפטר י״ז אדר ב׳ תשע״ו 

 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel): 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 
https://www.jotform.com/212903440529048  

 *Will Resume after Pesach* Shabbat in the City: How Halacha Responds 
to Modern Innovations in a Cosmopolitan World led by Assistant Rabbi 
Yoni Zolty: 7:00pm-8:00pm. In person location: Nathaniel Richman     
Cohen Sanctuary. Meeting ID: 822 5613 5886 Passcode: 114608 

 Beginners The Jewish Living Workshop led by Dassa and Bill           
Greenbaum. 7:30-8:30pm. This Monday only, hybrid workshop in person 
and via Zoom. For in person info email jlworkshop@yahoo.com. Register 
at www.lss.org/beginners. Meeting ID: 852 4193 5346 Passcode: 226256 

 

Tuesday: 
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 

Shaul Robinson: 11:00am–12:00pm Meeting ID: 241022510. Passcode: 
983323. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  

 Lunch and Learn Series led by Rabbi Saul Berman: Tefillah: On Speaking 
to and Hearing from God. 12:00– 1:30pm. This will be part of a six  week 
series. Lunch in the Shele Danishevsky Covlin Foyer followed by class in 
the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. All attendees must be           
vaccinated and wear masks. Attendees are asked to please wear masks  
in between eating as well. Co-sponsored by Bina Presser in                   
commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her grandmother Bracha Presser bat 
Alexander Zisha and Chaya a”h and by Rachel Neumark Herlands and    
Jonathan Herlands in the memory of our beloved Shama Berman a”h.    

 Journey through Nach: Sefer Yehoshua at LSS led by Rabbinic Intern 
Daniel Gottesman. 1:45pm-2:45pm. Location: Nathaniel Richman    
Cohen Sanctuary 

 Beginners Introduction to the Bible: The 10 Commandments with Rabbi 
Ephraim Buchwald: 6:30-8:00pm. An in-depth study and analysis of the 
Decalogue (the Ten Commandments) and other basic biblical texts.       
The religious significance of the Bible, scriptural exegesis and the        
relationship of the written and oral law will be discussed and analyzed. 
Co-sponsored by NJOP. Register at www.lss.org/beginners for Zoom link.                   
Sponsors welcome.  

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by                 
Ron Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 850 0937 1460 Password: 560900  

 A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by Rabbi           

Robinson:  8:00pm. Meeting ID: 858 4080 4793 Passcode: 931015 

 

Wednesday: 
 *Canceled this week* Personalities in Rabbinic Literature led by       

Rabbanit Mindy Schwartz Zolty 12:00pm-1:00pm. Location: Nathaniel 
Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  

 Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit (Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 

 https://www.jotform.com/212903661753153  

 

Thursday: 
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 

11:30am-12:30pm. Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238 Password: 142533  
 Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly  Parsha led by 

Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888 Passcode: 
226974. In person location: Belfer Beit Midrash. Sponsored in loving 
memory of J. Leonard Spodek יהודה לייב בן ישראל ז״לk  נפטר י״ז אדר ב׳ תשע״ו 

 
*Dial in code for all meetings hosted by LSS is 646-876-9923  

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

The horrific humanitarian crisis in Ukraine continues to unfold.  
We have all seen the images of the bombing of civilian targets, the  
columns of refugees desperately seeking to escape, and the fierce  
resistance to the Russian invaders. There are about 200,000 Jews  
caught up in this tragedy and who need our help. Please consider making  
a generous contribution to either the UJA special appeal or to the Joint  
Distribution Committee to help our brothers and sisters.  
Please see our electronic Echod for donation links. 

CHESED OPPORTUNITY 

SHMURAH MATZAH 

Shmurah Matzah: Shmurah Matzah by the pound.  Both regular and whole 
wheat available. $31 for members and $35 for non-members.  
Deadline: Sunday, April 3rd. Pick up details to follow. 
Order yours at https://www.lss.org/form/shmurah-matzah-2022.html  



 

Parshat Tzav  
By Lori Jacobowitz 
 

Kohanic Garb: The Essential Ensemble 
 

Look, up in the sky! It’s a bird, it’s a plane...it's Superman!  
 

Superheroes like Superman, Batman & Spiderman rely on their  
protective clothing to effect positive change in Society.  Many of the 
creators of Superheroes were Jewish and while they created fictional 
characters, their lessons are clearly derived from our Torah Tradition, 
which is rich with insights into the significance of protective clothing 
and its effects.   
 

This year of 5782 is a Jewish Leap Year, with Parshat Tzav read close to 
Purim.  Queen Esther, the heroine of the Purim Megillah, is our own 
female Superhero.  Warned by Mordechai of the decree against the 
Jews, she clothed in Royalty (Esther 5:1) to protect herself from the 
wrath of seeing King Achashverosh without a proper Invitation.   
 

She fasted for three days with prayer and the Gemara in Megillah 14b 
infers that “clothed in royalty” means that she clothed herself with a 
divine spirit of inspiration, “Ruach Hakodesh.”   
 

Can wardrobe effect change in modern times? President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy spoke to the US Congress on Ta’anit Esther, pleading for the 
People of Ukraine.  He adopted a change of clothes and swapped a 
business suit for wartime khakis to reflect his changing role from  
statesman to warrior.   
 

According to Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner z”l commenting on the Vilna Gaon, 
“Purim is the mirror image of Yom Kippur,” known as Yom Ha-KiPurim, 
where “each holiday provides the missing half that the other lacks.”   
Each holiday’s respective connection includes Purim and Queen  
Esther’s royal clothing & Yom Kippur’s "re-enactment" of the majesty of 
the Kohen Gadol performing the Yom Kippur service in his Kohanic Garb 
(Mareh Kohen). 
 

References to clothing first appear in Bereishit, when Adam & Eve cover 
their nakedness after their sins, and G-d provides the clothing that is 
essential for them to live outside the Garden of Eden.  Yaakov Avinu 
produces Joseph’s coat (tunic) of many colors, which leads to the  
Jewish presence in Egypt and ultimately, the Exodus and Matan Torah. 
 

Although the Kohanic sacrificial service is introduced earlier in the  
Torah, in Parshat Tzav we learn that Sacrifices are not optional but are 
commanded by G-d through Moshe Rabbeinu.  Tzav has the same root 
as "mitzvah" and "tzivanu."  The Taryag (613) Mitzvot are  
commandments and we say "v'tzivanu" in our brachot (blessings).   
Rabbi Berel Wein says that the strength of the word Tzav is not a 
matter of negotiation, suggestion, or persuasion. It is simply a  
command that must be heeded and fulfilled. 
 

For the Sacrificial service, Aaron & his sons, the Kohanim, dress in their 
essential ensemble of holy garments to bring atonement (Yoma VII: 8) 
for the sins of the Jewish people (Avodat HaKorbanot).  The Kohen  
Gadol (High Priest) wore eight garments, and the other Kohanim  
four garments.   
 

It was all or nothing for the priestly garments, showing that you cannot 
serve G-d halfway, regardless of your "opinion" as to the importance of 
any particular component of the service.  Each unit became an integral 
part of the Kohen’s identify.  Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch said that 
nothing was to come between the body of the Kohen and the clothing 
he wore.  The garments of “Honor & Glory” were to become the very 
being of the skin of the Kohen. 
 

Each of the garments had its own importance.   
 

DVAR TORAH  

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

DVAR TORAH 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org or 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Morey Wildes, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer Rande Price, Secretary   

Ariel Ackerman, Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Sara Nash, Julie Walpert, Jay Ziffer 

 

The next Shabbatot available to write a Dvar Torah are:  
 

Shemini 3/26, Tazria/Shabbat HaChodesh 4/2 &  
Shabbat Pesach 4/16 and 4/23 

 

For more information, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

LSS BAT MITZVAH PROJECT 
 

Women if you have never had a Bat Mitzvah or haven’t read from the  
Torah, sign up now at LSSbatmitzvah@gmail.com. Read only 3-4 sentences 
and we will help you do it with recordings and mentors.  
Do not wait, sign up now!  

According to the Midrash Rabbah, the four elements of the priestly 
garb included the tunic, which atoned for the prohibition of mixing 
wool & linen (shatnez); the breeches, for lack of chastity; the mitre, for 
arrogance; and the girdle, for the crooked of heart or for thievery.  
The additional four items of clothing for a total of eight for the Kohen 
Gadol were; the breastplate for those that perverted justice; the ephod 
for idol worshippers; the forehead plate for the shameless and  
blasphemers; and the bells of the robe for evil speech and some say,  
for unintentional killing.  Some say that only the death of the Kohen 
Gadol could atone for unintentional killing. 
 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l said that the laws of sacrifices are among the 
hardest in the Torah to relate to.  
 

Without the Mishkan or Temple, we perform sacrifices differently,  
sacrificing our time and money to build Torah institutions as exempli-
fied by visionaries like Rabbi Dr. Bernard Lander z’l of Touro University.  
In the former Soviet Union, Refusenik Natan Sharansky sacrificed to 
keep Judaism alive.    
 

My childhood rabbi, Dr. Joseph Singer z”l of Manhattan Beach,  
Brooklyn, whose yahrzeit is 12 Adar, said that Sacrifice & Torah are 
both known as Lechem (food) and that we need both for our physical  
& spiritual sustenance. 
 

At Purim, we remember the sacrifices of Queen Esther, who gave up 
her Jewish life with Mordechai so that the Jews of Persia and the world 
could be saved.  Rabbi YY Jacobson vividly reminds us that Mordechai 
told Queen Esther that her placement in the King’s foreign kingdom 
was necessary for Jewish survival.    
 

We wish success to all the Jews and good people of the Ukraine, who 
are sacrificing daily in their quest for survival.  In the Ukraine during 
WWII, thousands died al kiddush Hashem during the Holocaust.  
 

Let us pray that in today's world, the brave people of Ukraine and their 
allies across the world can turn the present darkness into light, as 
Queen Esther did in her time. 
 

This Dvar Torah is dedicated in memory of my cousin Leila Jacobowitz 
Attia a”h on her first yahrzeit (24 Adar) and to the memory of her  
parents, Dr. Jacob Jacobowitz z”l (15 Adar) and Ruth Lepolstadt 
Jacobowitz a”h (27 Cheshvan).  Both of Leila’s parents were families of 
Kohanim.  The family had a connection with the Shul and a memorial 
plaque for Jacob z”l is at LSS.   
 
May their memories always bring blessing. 
 

lss.org
http://www.lss.org
mailto:LSSbatmitzvah@gmail.com

