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SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

WEEKDAY MINYAN INFORMATION 

Perek in the Park: 4:45pm Location: Eleanor Roosevelt Statue 
in  
Riverside Park (72nd St)  (weather dependent) — 

 

All indoor kiddushim are for vaccinated individuals only.  
 

Hashkama Kiddush:  Friends of a distinctive individual as a surprise honor.  
 

Cholent/Kugel Kiddush:   
Aviva and Marvin Sussman, in absentia, in honor of everyone being  
together and to let everyone know that the Sussmans are, Baruch HaShem, 
alive and well and still members of Lincoln Square Synagogue.   
 

Francine and Jay Cinamon in honor of the birth of their granddaughter.  
 

Beginners Kiddush:  
David Weisblat in honor of Rabbi Buchwald and the Beginners Service.  
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Available to be sponsored. 
 
 

Would  you like to sponsor a kiddush or Neirot Shabbat for future weeks? 
Email info@lss.org. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Shacharit:  

Sunday, December 26 @ 8:30am 

Monday, December 27—Thursday, December 30 @ 7:30am 
Friday, December 31 @ 8:30am 
Mincha/Maariv: 

Sunday, December 26 — Thursday, December 30 @ 4:25pm 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Shabbat, January 1st: 12:30pm: Beginners Luncheon. Cost: $25.  
Deadline: Dec. 29th. Must be vaccinated. Register at www.lss.org/beginners 
 

Thursday, January 6th through Shabbat, January 8th: Scholar in Residence 
with Rav Ari Kahn, Rabbi of the Mishkan Etrog community in Givat Ze’ev and 
Director of the Overseas Students Program at Bar-Ilan University.  
See flyer for full schedule. 
 
Sunday, January 9th: Women’s Tefillah Group: Chodesh Shevat shiur: 
8:00pm. Title: Redeemer of the Redeemer: Batyah the Daughter of Pharaoh 
Meeting ID: 876 7503 8328 Passcode: 337759  
 

Shabbat, January 15th: Women’s Tefillah Group: Shabbat Mincha: 4:00pm. 
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.   
 
Sunday, January 16th: Women’s Tefillah Group: Virtual Tu B’ Shevat  
Celebration: 7:30pm. Meeting ID: 811 9018 2621 Passcode: 647237.  
Shop now and have ready: Wine or Grape juice: You will need both Red and 
white. Plate 1: At least one fruit that has a shell on the outside: e.g.,  
pomegranates, almonds, walnuts, orange etc. Plate 2: At least one fruit that 
has no outer shell but has an inner pit we don’t eat: e.g., olives, dates,  
cherries etc. Plate 3: At least one fruit that has no shell or big pit: e.g., 
grapes, figs, apples, pears etc.  
 

Shabbat, January 22nd: Black Honey Film Screening: 8:00pm.  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  
LSS Films is back! Black Honey which tells the story of the greatest Yiddish 
poet of modern time Avraham Sutskever. Sutskever led the Paper Brigade 
underground movement that saved Jewish manuscripts from the Nazis  
survived WWII due to Stalin sending him a private rescue plane, testified in the 
Nuremberg trials, and immigrated to Israel in 1947, where he led Yiddish  
culture, while continuing to write. The film is part of the award-winning Israeli 
television series, The Hebrews, produced and directed by Yair Qedar.  
The series documents Hebrew culture focusing on the life and work of major 
Hebrew literary figures of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  Mr. Qedar 
will join us for a Q+A and to discuss the series.  
Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door.  
Proof of vaccination and mask wearing required. Attendance capped at 70. 
Register at www.lss.org/event/lss-films-black-honey.html 
 
 
If, due to a disability, you need an accommodation made or you need help  
registering for an event, please call (212)-874-6100.  

 

 

Friday night: 
4:16pm Shabbat Candle Lighting 
4:20pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat;  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.    
Following Maariv, Neirot Shabbat Mini Shiur and Kiddush  
by Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  
Topic: “Moshe the Mitzri" - The Jewish Spark in a Non-Jewish World.       
4:33pm Sunset: Latest time to daven Mincha  
5:04pm Repeat Shema 
 
Shabbat: 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash. 
Shiur by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow on third floor; 
Hashkama Kiddush on The Spira Family Terrace 
9:00am Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Minyan;   
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Drasha following Musaf by Rabbanit Mindy Schwartz Zolty.  
Main Kiddush on the Spira Family Terrace.  
9:30am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald;  
Location: Ballroom. Beginners Kiddush to follow. 
9:30am Terrace Minyan; Location: Spira Family Terrace 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan;  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash  
9:36am Latest Shema 
9:45am Shabbat Groups; Location: Second Floor Classrooms 
10:23am Latest Shacharit  
2:30pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler;                     
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
3:30pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur by  
Assistant Rabbi Yoni Zolty;  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Topic: Discussion of This Week’s Haftara. 
4:05pm Mincha; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Followed by Seudah Shlishit on The Spira Family Terrace 
4:34pm Sunset: daven Mincha 
5:17pm Ma’ariv/Havdalah 
5:27pm Zoom Havdalah (link in electronic Echod).  

MAZAL TOV 
 

Emily and Tom Eskin on the birth of a boy.  
 

Grandparents Francine and Jay Cinamon on the birth of Miriam (Miri)  
Amalia, born to their children Arianne M. Thaler and David A. Cinamon.  

COVID ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES 
 

In order to continue to keep each other safe and healthy, and to comply 
with New York City and State regulations, LSS requires that everyone 
(children and adult) wear a face mask, covering the wearer’s mouth and 
nose, at all times in all areas indoors of LSS. In addition, we request that 
attendees be sensitive to the comfort and safety concerns of others at shul 
by respecting any social distancing desires of others.  
We thank you in advance! 



 

ONE WEEK LEFT! 

PLEASE CONSIDER LSS IN YOUR YEAR END GIVING 

 Tax-Wise Strategies to Easily Maximize Your End-Year Gifts: 
 

 Donations coming from IRA accounts designated as RMDs  
(Required Minimum Distributions) need to be deposited by Dec. 31 or 
they could be disallowed by the IRS. Please send in your contributions 
early. 

  Closing out past membership dues and charges, Gifts of Cash, Gifts of 
Appreciated Securities, IRA Charitable Rollover, A tax free gift from your 
IRA, Gifts in Your Will or Revocable Trust, Gifts of Retirement Assets, 
Gifts of Real Estate, Gifts of Life Insurance, Long term appreciated     
securities. 

 

Reminder December 31 is a Friday and final checks will be deposited in the 
morning. Please note that anything received in the office after noon on    
Friday will not be deposited in time. 
 
 

If you have any questions regarding year end giving please contact the shul 
office at finance@lss.org or call 212-874-6100 ext. 106. 
 
To pay your balance online please visit www.lss.org/payment 
 

Reminder: you must be logged into your account to.  

 

 
We take the safety and health of our members very seriously and will do 
whatever we can to prevent further spread of Covid-19. As a reminder to 
all, even if COVID is not the concern at hand, if children are at all sympto-
matic (cough, fever, runny nose, sore throat, GI symptoms, etc.), it is im-
portant that they stay home.  
 
Shabbat Youth Groups: 9:45am (Location: 2nd floor classrooms) 
Youth Groups are back in full swing with davening, Torah, snacks & play. 
Youth Directors: Romy and Avrahum Sanger 
Assistant Youth Director: Alexander Wildes 
 
Sunday, January 9th: Babies & Brunch: 10:30am-12:00pm:  
Join us for a fun, child-centered and interactive morning with  
Sing with Julie!  
There will be singing, guitar playing and creative movements!  
This event is for parents and babies through preschool aged children.  
We are looking for sponsors for this event and future Babies & Brunch 
events. Please email youth@lss.org  
Register at https://www.lss.org/event/babies-and-brunch.html.  

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 
 

Sunday: 
 Sh’eilot and Tshuvot: 9:15am-10:15am. Come and learn some classic 

and contemporary responsa Sunday mornings after Shacharit. In person 
and via Zoom. In person location: Belfer Beit Midrash. Meeting ID:            

838 3061 9860 Passcode: 354153. Must be vaccinated (12+) or show at 
the door results of negative PCR test taken within 48 hours to participate 
in breakfast portion. Sponsors are welcome.  

 

Monday: 
 *Canceled* A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by                  

Rabbi Robinson: 11:00am-12:00pm. Location: Nathaniel Richman      
Cohen Sanctuary. Repeated on Zoom Tuesday at 8:00pm. 

 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel): 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 
https://www.jotform.com/212903440529048  

 

Tuesday: 
 *Canceled* The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led 

by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 10:30am–11:30am Meeting ID: 241022510. 
Dial In: 646 876 9923. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by                 
Ron Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 850 0937 1460 Password: 560900  

 *Canceled* A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by 
Rabbi Robinson:  8:00pm. Meeting ID: 858 4080 4793 Passcode: 931015 

 

Wednesday: 
 Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit (Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: 

7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 

 https://www.jotform.com/212903661753153  

 

Thursday: 
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 

11:30am-12:30pm. Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238 Password: 142533  
 *Canceled* Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha 

led by     Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888 In per-
son     location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Parshat Shemot begins with a count of all of Yaakov's children.  
They are all called out by their own names. This makes sense because  
Shemot means "names". There are two questions that can be asked on this. 
Why are we counting all of the children of Yaakov if we counted them  
already in the last Sefer and after we mentioned all these names why does 
the Torah stop referring to people by their actual names? 
 
Rashi explains that the sons of Yaakov are counted again after their death 
because Hashem wants to show how special they are to him and that every 
person has a special character trait. The Ramban interprets this in a  
different way: the sons of Yaakov were counted at the end of bereshit and 
are counted again to establish a link of continuity. The beginning of shemot 
is just a continuation of the end of breishit, due to the fact that it says 
“Ve'"eleh", not just "eleh".  
 
So if according to Rashi, the names are repeated because Hashem has a 
love for each and every person, then why is Moshe not referred to as 
"Moshe" at the begging of the Parsha? In pasuk Yud Gimmel, Moshe is  
referred to as  "הילד"(The Boy) and the next pasuk he is referred to as 
Moshe, so why the change? Rashi says that the difference between the two 
is that the first one is referring to Moshe actually growing up and maturing 
and the second one refers to Moshe gaining rank in Mitzrayim.  
 
We can learn from this that Hashem did not want to refer to Moshe by his 
real name until he reached his full potential as a leader which is a lesson  
for all of us. We all have a name that belongs to us, and the purpose of our 
lives is to actualize our potential and be the best that we can be. 

YOUTH DVAR TORAH 

1. Who did Miriam bring to nurse baby Moshe? 
2. How many years older were Miriam and Aaron than Moshe?  
3. According to Rashi, who were the two Jews who were fighting? 
4. Who was Yitro’s oldest daughter and whom did she marry? 
5. How did Hashem reveal himself to Moshe? 

QUESTIONS 

1. Moshe’s mother, Yocheved 
2. Miriam was five years older and Aharon was three years older 
3. Datan and Aviram 
4. Tzipporah was Yitro’s daughter and she married Moshe. 
5. Through a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire. 

ANSWERS 

Lincoln Square Synagogue works tirelessly and lovingly to offer a shul 
that is worthy of its membership base. A shul that offers inspirational 

davening, magnetic programming for all ages and a general atmosphere 
of warmth and caring. As the 2021 year draws to a close, we ask that you 

think of Lincoln Square Synagogue at this time of giving and mark your 
commitment and appreciation through our various giving opportuni-

ties. Your gift, no matter how large or small, makes all the difference to 
Lincoln Square Synagogue. 
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@RabbiLincolnSQ @lincolnsquaresynagogue @Lincolnsquaresynagogue 

Evan Sehgal 
Parshat Shemot 
December 25, 2021 
 
Why was Moshe chosen to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and to be the 
conduit for the word of G-d?  Lest you think he was some sort of deity, the 
Torah emphasizes that he was a human being.  A man from Levi  
married a woman from Levi; they had a son (Shemot 2:1).   
Two characteristics made him unique:  his deep humility (Bamidbar 12:3, 
“Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men that were upon 
the face of the earth”) and his intense commitment to justice.  Indeed, the 
only events the Torah considers important to tell us about Moshe’s life 
from the time he was an infant floating in a basket until G-d appointed him 
the redeemer of Israel at the burning bush, are the three times Moshe 
intervened to protect the vulnerable from the hands of an oppressor.  
First, he rescued an Israelite from an Egyptian overlord (Shemot 2:11-12), 
then he tried to make peace between a wicked Jew and his neighbor 
(2:13), and finally he rescued the seven daughters of Yitro from Midianite 
shepherds (2:17).  
 
Who taught Moshe to be so empathetic and righteous, even at the risk of 
his own life?  It is unlikely Yocheved, his birth mother, was able to instill 
morality in a child with whom she had contact, at most, for the first two 
years of his life. Moshe could have only been revolted by Pharaoh, in 
whose house he grew up.  I am skeptical that morality is innate, having 
read Lord of the Flies.  Moshe’s character must have been molded by his 
adopted mother, Bat Pharaoh, Pharaoh’s daughter, who is the only person 
in the Torah comparable in compassion, courage and honesty. 
 
Pharaoh’s daughter went to bathe by the river and saw a little ark among 
the reeds (2:5).  She must have suspected it contained a baby. Why did she 
care?  When she opened the basket, she didn’t see a an Untermensch as 
other Egyptians would have. She saw “a child” (2:6), and her first concern 
was to feed him. Perhaps she was unable to have her own children and a 
baby would fill that void.  But if her concern were purely selfish, her first 
reaction would have been something like, “how lucky for me” or “this one 
is now mine.” Instead, she said, “this is one of the Hebrew boys,” (2:6) 
simultaneously affirming his humanity and his true identity.  
 
In our preoccupation with the life of Moshe, we may have overlooked Bat 
Pharaoh’s heroism.  Four midrashim expound upon it: 
 
Pharaoh’s daughter sent her slave girl, amatah, to retrieve the basket 
(Shemot 2:4): ”Va’tishlach et amatah vi’tikachehah,” (…and she sent her 
slave girl, and she took it). Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Nehmya (Sotah 12b) 
alternatively translate amatah has “her hand,” crediting Bat Pharaoh with 
personally extending her hand to save the baby’s life.   
 
A second Midrash (Lev. Rabbah 1:3) said Hashem was so impressed with 
the middot, or virtues, of Pharaoh’s daughter, He wanted to have His 
name attached to her name. G-d said, “Moses was not your son, yet you 
called him your son; you are not My daughter, but I call you My daughter.” 
G-d changed the name Bat Pharaoh to Batya (daughter of Hashem).”   
  
A third Midrash says the daughter of Pharaoh went to the Nile as a mikveh 
to convert to Judaism (Megillah 13a).  Of course, there was no Judaism 
before Matan Torah. Torah is a metaphor for morality. Bat Pharaoh  
rescuing a Hebrew infant was a repudiation of the immorality of Pharaoh 

DVAR TORAH  
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Due to the recent spike in COVID cases, the office will, for the time 
being, be working primarily remotely. If you have any questions or 
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LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Morey Wildes, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer Rande Price, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst,  Sara Nash, Julie Walpert, Jay Ziffer 

The next Shabbatot available to write a Dvar Torah are:  
Vaera 1/1, Bo 1/8, Mishpatim 1/29, & Terumah, Shabbat Zachor 2/5 

If interested, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

THE OFFICE 

and an affirmation that her soul was “Jewish.”   
 

A fourth Midrash identifies Bat Pharaoh as the wife of Caleb ben  
Yaphunnah.  Just as Caleb stood up to ten other spies, reminding the Jewish 
people that G-d wanted and was capable of having them conquer Eretz  
Yisrael (Bamidbar 12-14), so too, Batya was able to defy her own father, 
openly raising a Jewish child in the royal palace.  “Let Caleb, who rebelled 
against the counsel of the spies, marry the daughter of Pharaoh who 
rebelled against the idols of her father’s house” (Megillah 13b). 
 
Batya, did not try to hide Moshe’s true identity from him.  She did not  
pretend Moshe was her birth child nor did she claim he had an Egyptian 
father.  In Egyptian, Mose means “son,” both according to contemporary 
scholars and the Nitziv (Ha’amek Davar, Shemot 2:10). The word “Mose”  
is usually appended to the father’s name as is Thutmose, the son of Thoth or 
Ahmose, son of Ah.  Mose alone signifies he is just a son. The Torah testifies 
to the fact that Moshe knew he was a Hebrew. “And Moses went and  
returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said unto him: 'Let me go, I pray 
thee, and return unto my brethren that are in Egypt…’” (Shemot 4:18). 
 
Moshe had the same empathy for the oppressed and the same courage to 
defy Pharaoh that his mother, Batya, had.  Moshe did not just see the  
suffering of the Hebrews, vayar et sivlotam. Instead, the Torah says,  
vayar b’sivlotam, he saw into their suffering (Shemot 2:11).  “He prepared 
his eyes and heart to feel sorry for them, “recognizing both their humanity 
and his kinship” (Rashi).  Moshe’s reaction to the suffering of the Hebrews 
was to protect them, even if it meant killing an Egyptian overlord to save the 
life of a Hebrew slave. It was an audacious and selfless act which put 
Moshe’s own life in jeopardy. 
 
Saving the life of an innocent baby is a heroic act.  Adopting Moshe and  
raising him as her own made Bat Pharaoh worthy of being called Batya. 
Whoever raises a child is considered by the Torah to be their true parent 
(Megillah 13a). To the extent a parent molds a child, Batya imbued Moshe 
with the uniquely appropriate character to lead the Jews out of Egypt and to 
transmit the Torah from Hashem to benei Yisrael. “There never again arose 
in Israel a prophet like Moshe” (Devarim 34:10), perhaps because there  
never was a mother like Batya. 
 
Shabbat Shalom 

lss.org
http://www.lss.org


 


