
1 
 

Women’s Tefillah Group 

 

 

Lincoln Square Synagogue  

50th     
Anniversary! 

 



2 
 

 

 
Memory and Meaning 
of  the LSS Women's 

Tefillah Group 
 
` 

Messages from our Rabbis..……...…….3  

In memory of our Chaz……………...……12 

Intro………………………...…….……....14 

In the beginning……………...…………...19 

Memories………………...……………….48 

 

 

 

  



3 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Messages from our Rabbis 

 

 

 



4 
 

Rabbi Shaul Robinson 
 
I am incredibly proud and honored to be 
able to congratulate the Lincoln Square 
Synagogue Women's Tefillah Group on its 
50th anniversary.  
 
 
The Women's Tefillah Group has inspired 
generations of women - and their families - 
to deepen their connection with Torah, 
Prayer, Jewish Community and Spiritual 
Values. Over the last five decades it has 
gone from being met with disbelief, 
skepticism, and hostility to growing 
acceptance, admiration, affection and love. 
While it remains true to its core mission, to 
empower women to play full roles in the 
Halachically observant community, it has 
not stood still over its long and remarkable 
history. 
 
I watch with marvel as the WTG has 
expanded its role and renewed its sense of 
purpose in recent years - adding the Bat 
Mitzvah project to empower women of 
whatever age and background to connect to 
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Torah in a way that was never open to them 
before. Shabbat afternoon services and 
other new initiatives have been added. And 
what gives me, as Rabbi, the greatest 
nachas of all, seeing the number of young 
women, confident and eager to fully 
embrace the opportunities that the WTG 
affords them in their Bat Mitzvot. 
 
I want to thank the remarkable group of 
women who lead the WTG for their vision, 
dedication and commitment, and thank 
them for everything they do to help Torah 
Judaism thrive and include as many people 
as possible. 
 
May you continue to see your Holy efforts 
crowned with much success! 
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Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 

 

As the founding Rabbi of Lincoln Square 
Synagogue, I would like to add my 
congratulations to the past and current 
leadership of the Women’s Tefilla Group, 
which I understand is still functioning and 
flourishing after five decades.  I was 
similarly moved to read in the New York 
Jewish Week (Sept 13, 2022) the memories 
of the now Supreme Court Justice of the 
United States Judge Elena Kagan, then an 
outstanding student of our Feldman 
Hebrew School, as well as a full “planning 
partner” with Cantor Sherwood Goffin and 
me in “negotiating” Elena’s bat mitzvah 
ceremony – the first of its kind to be held in 
our then newly-formed Modern Orthodox 
Synagogue. Elena was anxious to lead the 
services in every way her brother had, 
which was not always in consonance with 
Jewish law and precedent. Eventually we 
achieved a compromise, and as Elena was 
finally quoted in the Jewish Week, “I 
enjoyed my bat mitzvah very much.”  
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In retrospect, as I read the NY Jewish Week 
report I was most gratified and even 
amused that present-day Justice Kagan 
expressed her belief that adjudicating 
Courts “lose their legitimacy when they 
stray from precedent,” the exact message 
which I was trying to convey in our 
negotiating sessions. At the same time the 
laws we are speaking about dare not be so 
rigid that they do not take into account 
modifications and even changes brought 
about by new times, understandings and 
mentalities. Indeed, I am now heavily 
involved in an updated edition of my book 
The Living Tree with expanded studies in 
leadership roles such as “Women as Judges 
and Decisors,” “Women and Divorce”, “Our 
Attitudes towards LGBT”, “The Fifth Cup of 
Seder Wine”, “Jews and Gentiles” and 
“Interfaith Dialogue” – all in the spirit of the 
words of Rav Avraham Yitzhak HaKohen 
Kook “the old must be renewed and the 
new must be sanctified.”  
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It is my honor to conclude with the words 
that we all recite as we complete the 
reading of the Torah this Simchat Torah! 
"CHAZAK CHAZAK V'NITCHAZEK!" 
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Rabbi Saul J. Berman 

Dear Women’s Tefillah Group Participants, 

I am extremely proud of, and personally 
deeply indebted to, the women in Lincoln 
Square Synagogue whose devotion to Torah 
and Mitzvot, and whose love of Tefillah, led 
them, against much opposition, to engage 
regularly with the LSS Women’s Tefillah 
Group. 

Of course it should have been inconceivable 
for any Ben or Bat Torah, or any lover of 
HaShem, or certainly for any Rabbi or Rosh 
Yeshivah to oppose the idea or the reality of 
women gathering together with some 
regularity to engage in Praise of HaShem, to 
Petition His support for their personal 
spiritual and material aspirations and for 
the material and spiritual needs of their 
community/Nation, and to express 
Gratitude to the Borei Olam for all that they 
and their loved ones do have and all that 
they have achieved.  

Even now, over thirty-five years later, I 
remain astonished at the virulence of the 
opposition - their readiness to judge 
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negatively before even ascertaining easily 
available facts, to level accusations of evil 
motivation against people they did not even 
know, and to even falsify our Mesoret of 
Minhag and Halacha - all in order to justify 
their condemnation of conduct which they 
should have welcomed as a great Kiddush 
HaShem B’rabbim. 

Indeed, that is exactly what Women’s 
Tefillah Groups were and continue to be – a 
magnificent fulfillment of the Mitzvah of 
being Mekadesh Shem Shamayim B’rabbim! 
By now, for innumerable Jewish women, 
they have provided a safe and non-
competitive environment in which they can 
raise their voices proudly in praise of 
HaShem, in which they can celebrate or 
commemorate important life-cycle 
moments by leading others in Tefillah, by 
reading the revealed words of HaShem 
directly from a Sefer Torah, by teaching the 
wisdom of HaKadosh Baruch Hu and of our 
Sages to gatherings which hunger to 
understand the wisdom and will of HaShem, 
and by encouraging themselves and others 
to engage in Avodat HaShem through the 
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performance of Mitzvot generally, as well 
those which have special application or 
resonance for women. 

I am proud of all those who played leading 
roles in Women’s Tefillah Groups, and of 
those whose simple presence enriched the 
experience for others. I am also personally 
thankful to the LSS WTG because their 
model of devotion to proper Kavanah in the 
conversation with HaShem, and 
simultaneously strong devotion to mutual 
support to all those who made up the 
group, helped me to preserve and enhance 
those qualities in my own davening and in 
my own Avodat HaShem. 

Congratulations and Ta’alu v’Tatzlichu. 
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In memory and thanks to Cantor 
Sherwood Goffin z”l 

Hadassa Gerber Greenbaum 

When Cantor Sherwood Goffin, our beloved 
Chaz, of blessed memory, davened before 
the amud, praying on behalf of his 
congregants and friends, he was in a 
“mochin d’gadlus” a high state of spiritual 
consciousness. He carried over this 
goodness and spirituality into the smaller 
things on a day to day basis; reaching out, 
connecting with and befriending people of 
all backgrounds. He empowered and 
infused the sweetness of Torah to 
generations of boys and girls through the 
LSS afterschool Talmud Torah as well as bar 
and bat mitzvah lessons. He valued the 
education of boys and girls equally, giving 
his full dedication and respect to girls 
studying with him for their bat mitzvahs, as 
he did for boys studying with him for their 
bar mitzvahs.  

The Bat Mitzvah Project would never have 
gotten off the ground without the Chaz. He 
was my guiding light for this project. He 



13 
 

gladly recorded all of our Torah sections, 
gave several classes in trop, even worked 
with individuals, always giving words of 
support. 

Through his tefillah, his prayers, he 
advocated on behalf of his kehillah, his 
congregation, to Hashem. Through his 
personality, love for all and spirituality, he 
advocated for Hashem to his kehillah. His 
“gadlus,” greatness, spilled over into our 
lives and into our souls, making us shine 
with its light. We of the Women’s Tefillah 
Group greatly appreciate what he has done 
for us and the daughters of members of this 
shul.  

Please know, Chaz, as you look down on us 
from your place in the heavens, that your 
“mochin d’gadlus” is still being shared with 
the “smaller” ones, your kehillah, children 
and students. We still learn from you; you 
are still lifting us up. 
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Intro 

Welcome to Memory and Meaning 
celebrating the Women’s Tefillah Group’s 
50th year anniversary. After messages from 
our Rabbis, the “In the Beginning“ section 
recounts the Women’s Tefillah Group’s 
(WTG) early days. This is followed by 
“Memories” from many of our women 
participants. Thanks to all contributors and 
thanks to Rita Kozlowski for pulling it all 
together. 

The Women’s Tefillah Group did not make 
it to 50 years because of any one 
person.  We made it because of the 
support of many! 

The Clergy 

LSS is unique and has always had unique 
clergy. Without the support of the LSS 
clergy starting with Rabbi Riskin, Chazan 
Goffin z’L, Rabbi Berman, and every Rabbi 
since, the Women’s Tefillah Group would 
not exist. A special commendation goes to 
Rabbi Herschel Cohen, of blessed memory, 
whose help was so critical to the Women’s 
Tefillah Group in its early years.  
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During Rabbi Robinson’s years with us, LSS 
has had women clergy/teachers on staff, 
our first female president and a very active 
Women’s Tefillah Group that meets in the 
LSS building. Sarah Robinson is involved 
with the WTG and leads the Purim 
Women’s Megillah reading. Rabbanit Mindy 
Schwartz Zolty’s monthly shiurim for the 
WTG, initiated during COVID when we 
couldn’t meet in person, was the glue that 
kept us together then, and continues today. 

The Community 

There were birthing pains at the outset of 
women’s first foray into celebrating Simchat 
Torah, and the WTG had to meet outside of 
the LSS building for years. But what I keep 
in mind is that the women did meet and 
read from the Torah and prayed together. 
This was NOT happening elsewhere at that 
time.  

It is now decades later, and the warmth and 
pride that I have seen extended to the 
women participants in the Bat Mitzvah 
Project by the LSS community are palpable, 
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and emanate from both sides of the 
mechitzah. 

The Women 

It is my understanding from those that were 
there in the beginning, that the early days 
were difficult. We all are currently indebted 
to the tremendous efforts of the following 
women who kept the Women’s Tefillah 
Group alive and functioning in its first 
decade: Molly Pollak, Jenna Weismann 
Joselit and Rachel Neumark Herlands. 
Subsequently, several women stepped up 
to continue in a leadership position – Diane 
Sandoval, Wendy Baker, Judy Heiklen, Anna 
Freilich and Shirley Stark, to name just a 
few. 

In more recent years, people have thanked 
me for the Bat Mitzvah Project, and I must 
say it has been rewarding on so many 
levels. But here is the thing- the Women’s 
Tefillah Group meets several times over the 
course of the year, and there are so many 
other women who are involved that should 
be thanked. 
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A special shout out needs to be given to the 
continuing efforts of Anna Freilich, gabbait 
extraordinaire and Shirley Stark, co-gabbait, 
who also do many things behind the scenes. 
Here are others who have 
led/organized/done publicity/helped plan 
or done work for the WTG (In alphabetical 
order, forgive me if I left anyone out): 
Wendy Baker, Francine Cinamon, Paula 
Gantz, Naomi Goldman, Ora Hamelsdorf, 
Rachel Neumark Herlands, Rita Kozlowski, 
Marjorie Lehman, Shara Lipson, Sara Nash, 
Sarah Robinson, Milayna Subar Schwartz, 
Grace Shevel A”H, Paris Stulbach, Shirley 
Wald, and Francis Zelazny. 

And then there are all the leyners (we love 
it when teens leyn), and daveners, and 
those who come early to help, especially for 
the Bat Mitzvah Project set up.  

The Mentors 

I would also like to recognize the Mentors, 
who have aided many women in learning 
how to read from the Torah for the Bat 
Mitzvah Project, but more than that, 
befriended them, encouraged them and got 
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them to the finish line: Francine Cinamon, 
Sarah Cohen, David Friedman, Anna Freilich, 
Paula Gantz, Bill Greenbaum, Naomi 
Goldman, Rita Kozlowski, Michael Laufer, 
Marjorie Lehman, Ari Klapholz, Sarah 
Robinson, Jeff Schwartz, Hans Seideman 
A”H, Moshe Sheinwexler, and Shirley Stark. 
I have written a separate piece in honor of 
our beloved mentor Cantor Goffin, z”l. 

Several women have commented on how 
their participation in the Women’s Tefillah 
Group has lifted them up spiritually and 
enhanced their connection to the Torah. 
Please do read through this virtual Memory 
and Meaning as they share their thoughts 
and feelings. 

We’ve made it to 50 meaningful years. 
Thanks to so many! 

 

Hadassa Gerber Greenbaum 
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My 50 Years of Women's Tefillah 

By Wendy Baker 

The morning of Simchat Torah in 1972, after a 

unique and unprecedented round of dancing 

with a real Sefer Torah on the street in front of 

LSS, sharing it with Shirley Wald, a fellow 

nursery school parent, I entered LSS for 

morning services. Syd, my husband, said to 

me that there was some kind of women's 

service upstairs that I might be interested in.  

Being new to the Orthodox community, I 

thought how nice that was and went upstairs to 

begin what would become my 50 years of 

participation and involvement with the 

Women's Tefillah Group of Lincoln Square 

Synagogue.  That first service, run by a group 

called Ezrat Nashim, was a pretty complete 

service, but I cannot attest to that because I 

was still a beginner to Orthodox services.  The 

young woman sitting next to me was nervous 

and kept saying things like “are they really 

allowed to do that?”    “Is that OK?” and 
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expressed other similar concerns.  Being such 

a novice, I had no idea what had her so 

worried.   

 

That night, following Simchat Torah, Rabbi 

Shlomo Riskin, LSS’ Founding Rabbi, met with 

about six of us at the Shul to get our reactions 

to the service.  I only then began to understand 

what a revolutionary thing I had taken part in. I 

remember two people who spoke at the 

meeting - Lenore Richter and Rose Landowne 

- who had moving and eloquent things to say 

about the experience. The tone of the meeting 

was very positive and strong emotions were 

present throughout.   

 

The following year -1973 - there was no 

service held.  The LSS Ritual Committee had 

told Rabbi Riskin that they needed to be 

consulted before any more Women’s Service 

could be scheduled. Since the Yom Kippur War 

of 1973 had just started, there was no time for 
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the committee to be consulted and so no 

service could be scheduled.  We were able to 

have a Women’s Service on Simchat Torah the 

following year and steadily after that, although 

most years the service did not take place in the 

Synagogue in those early years, much to our 

disappointment.   

 

The location of our service moved often and I 

like to think of it as our period of wandering in 

the desert.  The Ritual Committee was 

unhappy about the Women’s Service being 

held in the Synagogue and so we were exiled 

to assorted places outside of the Shul to hold 

our service. Despite the “exile”, we always 

received help and support from the Clergy of 

LSS, including Rabbi Riskin, Associate Rabbi 

Herschel Cohen and Cantor Sherwood Goffin, 

as well as the office staff. We travelled from 

one old age home, to a Senior center, to JASA, 

to the Schwab House, and once we even met 

in an apartment near the shul that was used by 
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the young Rabbinic interns.  That year, we 

were unfortunately unable to obtain a Sefer 

Torah. At the last minute, Edna Landau who 

was a musician and music teacher, ended up 

leyning the whole parsha from the Chumash on 

no notice whatsoever!    

Our “wandering” phase was not particularly 

pleasant and we worried about the lack of 

presence of our service in the synagogue’s 

main building. When Rabbi Saul Berman 

became LSS Rabbi, although we still wandered 

for several years, he encouraged us to start 

Shabbat Services, which we have now done 

for decades. More recently, we were also able 

to add a Purim Megillah reading with the able 

assistance of Sarah Robinson.   

 

We had a series of halachic rules which 

governed our services, with Rabbinic 

adjustments over the years. The exact wording 

of the bracha recited when called up for an 

Aliya to the Torah varied over the years 
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depending on the Rabbi, but has been settled 

for decades now.  We do not recite any prayer 

which requires a Minyan, including barchu, 

kedusha or kaddish, but we do say the full 

birchot haTorah at the beginning and end of an 

Aliya.  The bottom line is that while we are a 

group of women praying together and reading 

Torah together, we are not technically a 

Minyan.   This means that should more than 

nine men want to attend and sit behind the 

Mehitza, we would have to have a man leading 

the service and change seating.  This 

occasionally may cause a logistical problem at 

a Bat Mitzvah, but so far we have not had to 

argue over or actually make any changes 

during a service.   

 

Our service was revolutionary in the Orthodox 

community, and it slowly picked up some 

steam in some other modern orthodox 

congregations where women established their 

own women’s services.  It has been a bumpy 
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ride with ups and downs and I have happily 

been an active participant in all of it over the 

past 50 years. 

 

We have been holding Bat Mitzvahs for many 

years, and now, I believe some of our bat 

Mitzvah girls have daughters having Bat 

mitzvahs themselves.  Many of these have 

been very emotional and exciting for the entire 

Women’s Tefilla Group as well as for their 

families.  Five years ago, expanding on this 

theme, we held our first group Bat Mitzvah on 

Shabbat Parshat Emor for women who had 

never had a Bat Mitzvah.  The first year we had 

22 women participating, each leyning at least 3 

psukim.  It was a very emotional experience for 

all who participated.  As the oldest participant 

at 81, I can attest to that!!   Cantor Goffin 

provided us with recordings through which we 

could learn the leyning and each participant 

had a mentor to assist. Each subsequent year 

was as emotional as the first with the Bat 
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Mitzva participants bringing their families and 

loved ones to celebrate at long last this special 

moment of reading from the Torah. 

 

The Women’s Tefillah Group is now an 

established part of the Shul, with no fears of 

wandering through the desert again.  We have 

a monthly Rosh Chodesh Zoom Parsha shiur 

with our community scholar Rabbanit Mindy 

Schwartz Zolty.   We no longer think of 

ourselves as revolutionaries, but an 

established part of the Shul.  Great credit goes 

to Rabbi Robinson, as well as to Sarah 

Robinson, our Purim organizer, who have both 

been most encouraging.    

The founding “triumvirate” of Molly Pollak, 

Rachel Herlands and Jenna Joselit deserve the 

credit for shaping, steering, and defending the 

Women’s Service through its most turbulent 

years.  Other women who led the group over 

the years, and are really too numerous to 

mention, also deserve credit for their 
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leadership, while simultaneously performing 

the herculean tasks of making sure that all the 

parts of the service were fully covered and 

halachic standards were maintained.   We 

have operated as a collective open to all who 

are interested in working on all the jobs 

involved and our direction. In the most recent 

years, our current chief organizer and planner 

who keeps things moving and rounds up all 

kinds of helpers, and is responsible for the 

adult Bat Mitzvah program is Dassa Gerber 

who deserves all the kudos we can give her.   

 

I would like to end with 5 personal “verbal 

images” that are etched in my heart and soul 

and will always stay with me: 

Rachel Herlands reading a part of the service 
with her infant daughter on her shoulder; 
 
Gertrude Herlands, Rachel’s mother-in -law, 
who was over 70 at the time, reading the 
Haftara on Simchat Torah, in the Hotel 
Esplanade dining room; 
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A 12 year old girl, accompanied by her mother 
and grandmother on either side of her, as she 
walked up to the Bima and stepped forward to 
recite the Haftara on her Bat Mitzvah; 
 
Irene Hecht, my legally blind friend, making a 
supreme and accurate effort to leyn from the 
Torah with a special telescope, with her seeing 
eye dog lying at her feet;  
 
and finally and perhaps the most poignant of 
all, 
 
Isabelle Cohen, well into her 80’s, while taking 
part in a group Simchat Torah Aliya, breaking 
down into tears and exclaiming, “I never saw 
the inside of the Torah before!”   
 

Here's to the next 50 years of Women’s 

Tefillah! 

Wendy Baker 
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50 Years of WTG – A Personal Timeline  

 by Rachel Neumark Herlands  

 

1972 - A women’s celebration of Simchat 

Torah - that was a first for me. Up in the 

Beit Midrash in LSS I watched as women 

danced with the Torah - reconnecting to the 

chag in a totally new way! I was amazed and 

enthralled! 

Afterwards - endless meetings in Rabbi 

Riskin’s study between the Rabbi and a 

group of women sharing their desire to 

celebrate Simchat Torah in a women’s 

service so that they could read from the 

Torah…the Rabbi explaining why his “bal-

abatim and minyan men” were so opposed 

to that proposal…. 

This was replayed many times from 1974 till 

the early 80’s.  

Thus began my involvement in leading the 

group called The Women’s Service with 

Molly Pollak and Jenna Weissman Joselit, 

as we (seemingly endlessly) pushed for 

participation on Simchat Torah - the one day 

where women feel so distant and 

disenfranchised in shul. 
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Simchat Torah for us would become the 

wandering Women’s Service as we were 

eventually allowed to meet but not in the 

shul (there was no room - physically and 

emotionally) for the Women’s Service.  

Often, however, for the seventh Hakafa, the 

men from the main Shul would dance with 

the Torahs to wherever the Women’s 

Service would be meeting - and we danced 

with the Torah along with them….It was 

beautiful and the community felt like one.   

1981 - three generations of women stood at 

the Simchat Torah bimah – I sang Hallel and 

then held my newborn daughter while my 

mother-in-law chanted the haftorah….I will 

never forget that moment.   That newborn 

had her Bat mitzvah in the WTG held in the 

Shwab House community room. It was 

Parashat Lech Lecha…how appropriate for 

her and for our service…. 

Over the years we auctioned off lines of 

“Ata Haraita" so that we could raise money 

to pay for rental of spaces to meet and daven 

together on Simchat Torah…. We even 

bought a Torah of our own with the funds 

we raised, dedicated it in the Main shul at 

LSS, which we still use today! 
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1984 - our Shabbat services began and over 

time the Women’s Service became the 

Women’s Tefilla Group - the WTG.  

Leadership changed hands and membership 

expanded.  Rabbi Berman encouraged 

deeper religious engagement…we kept 

searching for places to meet during the year.  

LSS was not open to us. 

 

Between 1991and 1996 Rabbi Weinberg led 

LSS. He welcomed the WTG to 69th and 

Amsterdam Ave. - and we began to meet in 

the “annex” - “bank”…it wasn't 

“technically” the synagogue…. we were 

thrilled!! 

1996 - My family transplanted the WTG to 

the lower Galillee and held another 

daughter’s bat mitzvah in Israel on Rosh 

Chodesh Elul.  My family from near and far 

as well as our dearest LSS friends joined us. 

Our experience organizing services for 

others served us well for that bat mitzvah 

service.  

Bat Mitzvot, Aufrufs for women, Shabbat 

Services 

The WTG grew and became an integral part 

of LSS. 
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In 2005 Rabbi Shaul Robinson and Sarah 

Hass Robinson arrived to lead our 

congregation. They immediately embraced 

us and supported the WTG. Due to Sarah’s 

encouragement, we added the Purim 

megillah reading to our repertoire - 

ironically that had been forbidden to us to do 

in those difficult early years.   

Thanks to the Robinsons’ leadership, and 

under the creative stewardship of its current 

coordinator Hadassa Gerber, the WTG is 

now a natural part of the LSS experience. 

So 50 years later I am proud to say the WTG 

is here to stay! 

 

Happy 50th Anniversary WTG!!!! May this 

be a Golden year for the entire community -

TOGETHER!!!! 

  



33 

 

Diane Sandoval 

The first time I went to a women-led tefilla 

service at LSS, I stood watching the joyful 

participants from the back of the second 

floor Bet Midrash. In the years to follow, I 

attended the once-a-year Simchat Torah 

services as it wandered among different 

places—some dismal—in the neighborhood, 

but never in the synagogue building.  

However, I didn’t become an active 

participant until the 1980s when I layned an 

Aliyah (not my forte) and started attending 

organizational meetings, where I learned the 

immense amount of planning required for an 

once a-year event. By that time, I had found 

public tefilla led by a woman to be a 

rewarding experience and yearned for 

physical engagement with the Sefer Torah. 

The big change for the LSS Women’s 

Tefilla Group was the arrival in 1984 of 

Rabbi Saul Berman.  One of the first things 

he did was to ask us to start davening 

together on Shabbat.  This move towards 
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normalization needed a stable location, 

which we hoped would be in the synagogue 

building, but the same powerful Ritual 

Committee that had sent us wandering in 

previous years, exerted its influence:  We 

were still out of the building. 

This led to a period of intense activity for 

the WTG over the next three years.  One of 

my most enduring memories is endless 

meetings around dining room tables with 

snack bowls marching down the center as 

we came to a consensus on everything that 

we did.  I became the coordinator for a lot of 

these activities, in part because my children 

were at an age at which they were fairly 

independent and I was willing. 

Synagogue staff helped us find a suitable 

place for regular services, the Hamilton 

Senior Center on West 73rd Street, which we 

had painted. In fact, most of the synagogue 

rabbinate and staff were very helpful in 

those years.  Rabbi Hershel Cohen rolled the 

Sefer Torah that we would use and taught us 

how to carefully wrap it and carry it for the 
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walk between the synagogue building and 

the senior center before and after Shabbat. 

We also embarked on a public relations 

campaign within the synagogue, aimed at 

showing other members who we were and 

our allegiance to the synagogue community.  

We organized a group page for the annual 

dinner and sponsored a series of lectures on 

weekday evenings by women scholars with 

attendant publicity.  My strongest memory 

of those lectures was one on the fate of 

Yemenite children after they made aliyah to 

Israel and one by a young Torah scholar, 

Sara Hurwitz (later the co-founder of 

Yeshivat Maharat). 

The project nearest my heart was the Kallah 

kits, distributed to brides in the synagogue, 

before their first visit to the mikveh, perhaps 

because they were assembled in my home 

and I delivered them.  If there was any doubt 

that the members of the WTG were not 

interested in anything beyond public 

activities, our support of this mitzvah should 

have dispelled it. The kits were contained in 
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tote bags, whose donation was facilitated by 

Rose Landowne, and contents were 

assembled with advice from Rabbi Kenneth 

Brander. 

Each week, sometimes twice, I would stop 

at the synagogue on the way home from 

work, getting the mail addressed to the 

WTG and doing anything else that was 

needed.  As time went on and we became 

known, there were increasing numbers of 

requests from other synagogues asking how 

we organized tefillot, especially bat mitzvah 

celebrations.  By the end of the 1980s, some 

of us had left LSS, either going to other 

synagogues or on Aliyah, and helped to start 

WTGs in those places.  
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Molly Pollak  

On the second Purim of covid, I attended a 
women’s megillah reading in the main 
sanctuary of LSS. Sarah Robinson, Lincoln 
Square’s beloved and much admired 
Rebbetzin, was the gabbait in charge. As I sat 
there listening, I wanted to say a 
Shehecheyanu blessing. In the thirty years I 
was actively involved in the Women’s Tefillah 
Group, I never dreamt I would see the day we 
would be in the building, let alone the main 
shul. 

On Shemini Atzeret 1972, there was a whisper, 
a rumor, “There will be women’s Hakafot 
tomorrow morning in the Beit Midrash, pass 
it on.” I have no idea who told me, but it 
seemed obvious that I should be there.  It was 
probably joyous and perhaps even tearful; I 
don’t remember. What stands out in my 
memory is the meeting motzei Yom Tov that 
Rabbi Riskin convened to ask us how we felt 
about it. Ten or so women sat in the too small 
chairs of the nursery school and told him what 
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it felt like to hold a torah for the first time. 
Some were ecstatic, some tearful, some 
relieved to finally be included in the joys of 
Torah. We all had been watching men dance 
all our lives and now finally it seemed like we 
would have our chance.  When he asked, 
“Should we do it again?” there was no other 
conceivable answer but yes. Something 
important had been released. Recently, I was 
interviewed by a woman writing a PHD on 
women’s prayer experiences and she said that 
she has spoken to many people who claim to 
be “the first.” There is no doubt: we were. 

Now, fifty years later I am intrigued by the 
fact that there is no one clear story of how 
that first, ground breaking Hakafot, came to 
be. I recently interviewed Rabbi Riskin for a 
film on the early days of women’s tefillah and 
asked him. His answer would have dated it 
1977, so that wasn’t it. I had always thought 
that a small group of women had approached 
Rabbi Riskin asking for a more inclusive 
Simchat Torah and he said yes to hakafot. No 
one we have spoken to so far claims that they 
were the ones to go to him and no one has told 
us who it might have been. He did say that he 
deliberately let it be known that it was 
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happening just the night before, so as to not 
attract people from outside the shul and 
frankly not to cause a scene. He also told us 
that in his youthful naivete, he had no idea 
how upset his gabbaim (and others)  would be. 
One, in fact, a close friend, didn’t speak to him 
for a year, he told us. He said in our interview, 
“I was the morah d’asra and thought if I say it 
is halachic, everyone will be okay.” 

The anger and hostility we faced are rarely 
discussed now.  At the time we were told that 
women davening and layning would lead to 
divorce and death. There were many 
unpleasant conversations and some shouting. 
The next year, 1973, was the Yom Kippur War 
and everything stood still. In 1974, we went 
back to Rabbi Riskin and asked if we could 
layn, because Hakafot without layning seemed 
empty.  For the next ten or so years we had 
services only on Simchat Torah. Rachel 
Herlands, Jenna Weisman Joselit and I would 
spend the whole year planning it, cajoling 
women to become daveners and layners, and 
finding teachers to teach the davening and 
layning. We were banned from the shul so we 
bounced from one odd, often unpleasant 
venue to another.   
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Then Rabbi Berman arrived and asked us if we 
wanted to meet more often; the bank was 
bought and the Women’s Tefillah Group 
became more integrated into shul life. Each 
successive rabbi helped increase our footprint. 
  
And then suddenly, fifty years later, women 
are reading Megillah from the Bima in the 
shul.  
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Shirley Stark 

I became a member of LSS after graduating 

from law school.  I had heard about the 

Simchat Torah Women’s Service which was 

then being held at the Esplanade Hotel and 

decided to check it out. When I entered the 

room, I was struck by the excitement of the 

women praying and dancing with the Torah. I 

knew immediately that I wanted to get 

involved. 

Some years after that, I felt that it was time to 

take the next step and learn how to read from 

the Torah so that I could directly participate in 

the Women’s Service – and enable young girls 

to have a venue to celebrate their bat mitzvah 

in a way that I had been unable to do.  I 

learned to layn during my maternity leave for 

my daughter.  It was with great trepidation that 

I entered the Women’s Service (then meeting 

at the Hamilton Senior Center) to layn my first 

Aliya.  What an unbelievable feeling it was to 

feel comfortable touching the Sefer Torah and 

layning from it.  I still have that same feeling 
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each and every time I have the honor to layn. 

And what an unbelievable feeling it continues 

to be to daven with other women and join our 

voices in song and praise of Hashem – all 

within the Orthodox tradition. 

Over the years, and through many struggles, 

the Service became accepted and took its 

place as a recognized part of LSS.  In no small 

measure, due to the earlier struggles that the 

Women’s Service had faced, and the evolution 

in attitude toward women’s participation in 

synagogue leadership, I was privileged to 

serve as the first woman president of LSS.  

One of the most personally awe-inspiring 

moments of my tenure came when Rabbi 

Robinson gave me the honor of completing the 

writing of the community Sefer Torah. I am 

certain that this would not have happened 

without the support of Rabbi Robinson and the 

groundbreaking efforts of the many women 

who came before me. 

Each year of the Bat Mitzva project, (thank you 

Dassa), I have had the pleasure and privilege 

to mentor a woman and assist her in learning 

the layning of her Aliya.  It has been a labor of 
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love.  I watched each woman go through a 

very similar process.  Initially, she is concerned 

that she will never be able to layn.  But with 

time, hard work, practice and encouragement, 

when Parshat Emor finally arrives, she is able 

to layn successfully and feel an incredible 

sense of joy, accomplishment and inclusion in 

the Jewish People. There is a special feeling in 

the room - and many emotional tears- as each 

ba’alat kriyah and the entire Service are 

spiritually uplifted by the women’s 

accomplishments. 

One final thought to share – each Simchat 

Torah, I have come to look forward to the 

layning and completion of Sefer Devarim and 

the beginning of Sefer Bereishit in the 

Women’s Service. The beautiful sound of 

women in unison chanting “Chazak, Chazak, 

V’Nitchazek!” is a spiritually high moment for 

me that continues to ring in my ears and 

sustain me for many months after the holidays. 

May we all be blessed to see the continuation 

of the Women’s Tefillah Group and may it 

continue to inspire us and many others to even 

greater spiritual heights.  
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Elissa Burnat 
 

I have been a member of the Women's Tefillah 

Group since the beginning, 50 years ago. The first 

time we met in Lincoln Square Synagogue, 

tensions were running high but with Rabbi Riskin's 

support we had wonderful Hakafot in the Beit 

Midrash led by Rachel Herlands. 

Over the years we have davened in the shul 

building, at other locations, and then again in the 

building. It's gratifying that we now have a Megillah 

reading on Purim and an annual Bat Mitzvah 

Project.  

A special moment for me each year was seeing the 

joy on my mother's face when she held the Torah 

during Hakafot. 

May we continue to daven together for another 50 

years. 
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 Judy Heicklen 
 
I moved to the UWS in 1984 and immediately gravitated 

to LSS.  I had a number of “homes” there- my buddies in 

the daily minyan, serving on the Board, co-chairing the 

Buy-the-Bank campaign – but the most obvious was the 

LSS WTG.  It was a social outlet, a spiritual outlet, a 

place for me to make a difference in my world, and a 

place to encourage the growth of liturgical skills and 

female empowerment (both in myself and others).  

I took on the presidency after a number of years, which 

led me to connect with other WTGs across the globe, 

pore over different p’sukim on the issues, deal with the 

ever-changing locations, and learn so much about 

navigating the politics in the modern Orthodox world 😊.  

It laid the groundwork for me for a lifetime of advocacy 

for women within Orthodoxy.  It also created a network 

of friendships, some of which I have until this day.  Even 

after I moved to Japan, I came back to the LSS WTG for 

my aufruf in 1994, as this was truly my home shul. 
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Roberta Flatow  

 Thank You Tribute to Rabbi Shlomo Riskin and 

Cantor Sherwood Goffin, obm!!! 

I celebrate the day that I met my Rebbe, Rabbi 

Shlomo Riskin, and my sweetest music mentor, 

Cantor Sherwood Goffin, The Chaz, obm, at the 

Yeshiva University Torah Leadership Seminar 

for teenagers, summer 1962!  They connected 

me to the new Lincoln Square Synagogue, from 

its very beginning! I had the privilege to be 

part of an amazing unfolding of their vision at 

LSS! 

When the Women’s Tefillah Group began, it 

gave me a wonderful opportunity to truly 

express the love for Torah learning and 

davening that Rabbi Riskin and The Chaz 

shared with me! And to bring it to an even 

higher level of connecting with HaShem!  
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Women being called up to the Torah- Wow! 

Dancing with the Torah - Wow! Reading from 

the Torah- Wow! These were all totally new for 

me at that time! 

What a great zechut we were given, to be part 

of those early amazing years at LSS! And to 

continue through all these 50 years, growing 

and rejoicing together! May HaShem continue 

to bless all our Holy Women at the Women’s 

Tefillah group, to shine our special light 

together for many more years to come!! My 

total Hakarat Hatov- Gratitude! 

Todah L’Hashem!  
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Memories…  
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Jackie Cohen  

Bat Mitzvah 2004 

 

Growing up with two 

older brothers who both layned at their Bnei 

Mitzvah, I didn't see any difference in the 

expectation for my Bat Mitzvah; I wanted to 

do it just like them. My mom explained that 

the best and easiest way for me to layn and 

lead davening would be to have it through 

the Women's Tefillah Group at LSS. While 

that parameter was slightly different from 

my brothers' Bnei Mitzvah, I was excited 

that at least I would get to prepare and "do" 

my Bat Mitzvah in a similar manner.  

I hadn't realized as a 12 year-old young 

woman how meaningful the preparation for 

my Bat Mitzvah, and more specifically, the 

participation in the LSS Women's Tefillah 

Group would be in my life. I had the 

foundational and inspiring opportunity to 

learn how to layn the Torah and Haftorah 

with the incomparable Chaz, Cantor 

Sherwood Goffin, and had my Bat Mitzvah 

in the context of a supportive, dedicated 
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Women's Tefillah Group that ensured my 

Bat Mitzvah was a part of a kehillah of 

women dedicated to creating opportunities 

to empower women in a distinctly Jewish 

sphere.  

I feel strongly that the existence, the 

perpetuation, and the passion of the 

Women's Tefillah Group at LSS greatly 

defined my Jewish identity, ensuring a basis 

of knowledge that would always allow me to 

feel educated and connected to traditional 

Jewish liturgy. I am forever indebted to 

Rabbi Saul Berman and the women who 

founded the Women's Tefillah Group at 

LSS, as well as the women who chose to 

lead and participate in the group, for 

providing a space in the Orthodox world for 

me to learn and perform a lifelong skill that 

would nurture my Jewish identity my whole 

life through.  

May the Women's Tefillah Group at LSS 

continue to provide enriching opportunities 

for future generations of Orthodox women. 
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Chaya Fei Lu Fang  

 

 

For the Adult Bat Mitzvah Project, I 

learned to read four psukim 

from the Torah scroll. I 

practiced reading in weekly 

lessons with Bill 

Greenbaum. I listened to 

the recordings over and 

over. I practiced until I 

memorized all words and 

cantillation, and with Bill I rehearsed over 

and over with the right volume, 

posture, and intention. This 

experience kindled my passion 

for learning to read the prayer 

books and singing ritual songs in 

a very precise and articulated 

manner, and has enhanced my 

whole family’s religious 

experience tremendously. 

Thank you so much Bill and 

Dassa Greenbaum, and everyone in 

this Project! 
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Golda Hudes  

I was part of the first group of the Bat Mitzva 

Project. I never had an interest to read from the 

Torah or to have a Bat Mitzvah celebration, but 

Hadassa's enthusiasm was contagious and 

somehow I did it. I was surprised to learn how 

fulfilling and special the experience turned out. 

It was special to read from the Torah and to 

learn with wonderful mentors like Moishe 

Sheinwexler and the Chaz. I also saw first-hand 

how special the core of the Women's Tefillah 

Group is. I am grateful to Hashem for putting 

this group in my path and forever grateful to 

Women's Tefillah Group and especially 

Hadassa Gerber Greenbaum for giving me an 

opportunity to participate in the Bat Mitzvah 

Project.  Thank you!!! 
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Esther Green 

I joined because I never had a Bat Mitzvah and 

the first time it was an enlightening experience 

for me.  I did it two more times 

after that and I hope to 

continue and encourage 

others.  I joined Mindy’s 

classes and the Rosh Hodesh 

classes.  Mindy is so nice and 

I enjoy her classes very much.  

All this is great and brings the women together 

from different backgrounds and everyone is so 

nice and friendly.  Whenever there is something 

to do with the Women’s Service, I will always try 

to join it.  Thanks. 
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Debby Amias 
 

 

I was so lucky to have as a 

teacher Sarah Cohen, I 

thank her for all her patience 

and support. 

 

It was a really special and unique experience, I 

feel very lucky and grateful to have been able 

to participate in this wonderful program. 
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Ellen Silber 

It was a special time in my life to participate in 

the 1st Bat Mitzvah Project at LSS. Being called 

up to the Torah and layning 6 sentences of the 

weekly parshah was a spiritual achievement I 

will always remember. I was able to share this 

moment with my sister, friends and 

community members who attended the 

Women’s Tefillah Service, which added to the 

joy of that unique Shabbat! 
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Veronica Roth 
 
 

Congratulations on 50 years! Truly an 

outstanding accomplishment!  

 

The support of everyone, Dassa, specifically 

getting up and encouraging each year for 

another intrepid soul to just do it! I finally took 

the plunge, to challenge myself, to learn 

something new, and to get up in front of others 

and really take part in Torah. Actively this time. 

The dedication and support of my mentor, Jeff 

Schwartz; he was so encouraging. I almost 

want to challenge myself again! 

 

To remember my family members whose 

heritage meant so much to them, it was an 

honor to have them in my heart during my bat 

mitzvah. 
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Frances Zelazny 

When I went for the practice session and held 

the Yad at the Torah for the first time, I had 

an inexplicable wave of emotion take over me. 

It was so unexpected, as after all, I have been 

going to shul all my life and “participating” in 

Jewish life. But at that moment I felt a higher 

level of connection that I didn’t even know 

was missing. I thank Hadassa Gerber for her 

leadership, Marjorie Lehman for her 

mentorship, and to Lincoln Square Synagogue 

for giving me, and now my two daughters the 

opportunity to have this more complete 

connection to our faith and tradition. We are 

proud to be a part of this legacy and to carry 

on the tradition that was set in motion 50 

years ago. 
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Gloria Kestenbaum 

 

I've always been part of an Orthodox 

community, went to Yeshiva for 13 years, 

and have listened to Torah readings all my 

life, but I knew nothing about the trop and 

had never read the Torah, or even seen 

an open Torah up close.  It was such a 

privilege to actually read from the Torah 

myself, and get some sense of the intricacy 

and beauty of Torah leining. I am so grateful 

for the experience. 
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Zhenia Fleisher, PhD 

Jerusalem 

I am very grateful to Dassa Gerber 

Greenbaum who invited me to be part of 

the women's Bat Mitzvah project in the 

winter of 2016. I enthusiastically joined, 

because it is in line with my opinion that 

a revolutionary change in how women 

experience Judaism is happening in our 

time. Of course, growing up in St. 

Petersburg, Russia, I did not have a 

Bat-Mitzvah. An additional bonus of the 

project for me was its close association 

with “The Chaz”, cantor Sherwood 

Goffin  ָזָצ"ל, whom I came to admire 

during my short time (slightly over a 

year) at LSS.  The learning was a joy 

and I still have Cantor Goffin's recording 

of Parashat Emor on my computer. 

Somewhere in the middle of the 

preparation, I broke my ankle, and Mrs. 

Sarah Robinson came to my apartment 

http://www.kizur.co.il/search_mobile.php?abbr=%D7%96%D7%A6%D7%9C&search_by_word=%D7%97%D7%A4%D7%A9
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to help me with my learning.  Sarah, 

thank you so much! 

All the time we practiced laining using 

the printed text was a very pleasant and 

joyful intellectual experience - that did 

not at all prepare me for what happened 

when I took the two steps up to the 

bimah and found myself in very close 

proximity with an actual Sefer Torah.  

I had never seen an open Sefer Torah 

before. I did not know that it has a faint 

smell, that the pale-yellow leather does 

not lie flat on the surface of the table but 

is slightly rippled, I did not realize that 

there are lines like in a first-grade 

notebook and that the letters are black 

and beautiful but not as perfect as 

printed letters are. The Sefer Torah in 

front of my eyes was like a priceless 

ancient sacred artifact.  It felt like Ezra 

the Scribe was waving “Hello” to me 

from the newly rebuilt walls of 

Jerusalem.  
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I trembled. My legs went almost limp.  

Then I remembered my father's favorite 

dictum: "What other people can do, you 

can do too" and did what I was 

supposed to do.  

 

In short: The Bat Mitzvah Project 

allowed me to grasp the depth and 

strength of my personal connection to 

our history and heritage.  

May all the people who work on this 

project be blessed with good health and 

joy in life! 
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Rande Price  

Learning to read from the Torah and then 

actually reading from the Torah on Shabbat 

morning of parsha Emor was a privilege and 

honor. I now understand what it means to be 

part of our mesorah, where one generation 

links to another in a continuous connection 

and cycle of learning. It’s with deep 

gratitude that I thank the founders of the 

Women’s Tefillah Group, the teachers and 

the many cheerleaders who supported me in 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah. And to Dassa 

whose encouragement during the process is 

contagious and ensures what we take on, be 

it three psoukim or a complete Aliyah, is 

achievable. 
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Lily Friedman  

I never had a Bat Mitzvah when I was a 

teenager. 

 

Fifty years later it was extraordinarily 

meaningful to have this experience and it 

marks the first time that I felt I really belonged 

to a woman’s tefillah group.   

 

Thank you so much to the Lincoln Square 

Synagogue and thank you to Dassa Gerber and 

Rita Kozlowski for this rare opportunity to 

celebrate my 73rd year and my Jewish life. 

 

I hope I have set an example to my family and 

my friends that it is “never too late” to learn. 
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Ora Hamelsdorf 

 

I decided to layn three pesukim several years 

ago after taking  a mini trop class with the 

Chaz z”l. It was a great experience and I very 

much continue to enjoy layning when I have 

the opportunity to do so. While it is definitely 

a challenge, the sense of accomplishment is 

well worth it.  

A huge thank you to Dassa Gerber, Anna 

Freilich and Shirley Stark for their ongoing 

support and encouragement to all girls and 

women young and old who wish to experience 

reading from the Torah! 
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Janine Sherr 

In early 2020, I finally summoned the 

courage to participate in the LSS Bat 

Mitzvah Project and was assigned a portion 

to lain on that special Shabbat. My parents 

had made a beautiful Bat Mitzvah for me but 

I had never learned how to lain (I had lained 

before in a Women’s Tefillah Group in 

Jerusalem by memorizing my brother’s and 

friend’s recordings of my portion.) I told 

Dassa that I would use the recordings from 

the Chaz z”l to learn the trop and to prepare 

for my aliya. 

And then…Covid struck and the world shut 

down. 

Fast forward to 2022 when I was helping my 

son review the laining for his upcoming Bar 

Mitzvah. This time, I felt more confident 

that I could take part in the Bat Mitzvah 

Project and again signed up to participate. It 

proved to be an exhilarating experience; I 

loved singing the verses with the trop. I also 
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began to understand how challenging it is to 

prepare the laining! As a result, I have 

developed a greater appreciation for those 

men and women who lain on a regular basis 

and for those brave young boys and girls 

preparing for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

Although I was nervous on the day of the 

Bat Mitzvah Project, I felt proud that I was 

able to rise to the occasion and lain my 

portion. I was struck by the warm and 

supportive atmosphere of the Women’s 

Tefillah Group and overjoyed to celebrate 

the accomplishments of the other Bat 

Mitzvah participants. In late spring, I once 

again attended the Women’s Tefillah in 

honor of Sandy Schor’s Bat Mitzvah, which 

was an unforgettable simcha. 

I look forward to future opportunities to take 

part in the LSS Women’s Tefillah Group 

and thank Dassa for her encouragement and 

support.  
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Sara Nash   
 

The Women's Tefillah Group has played an 

invaluable role in my family's life at LSS.  Having 

grown outside of modern Orthodoxy, I had read 

Torah at my bat mitzvah.  Until the Bat Mitzvah 

Project through the WTG, however, I did not fully 

embrace the experience of layning and the 

opportunity to connect so intimately with 

Torah.  This incredible gift has enriched my life, but 

much more importantly it has provided a way for my 

daughters to further access Torah and their Jewish 

heritage.  Gaby learned to layn her entire parsha, 

Nasso - the longest parsha in the Torah - in 

anticipation of her June 2020 bat mitzvah.   

 

The Covid pandemic disrupted our original plan for 

a Shabbat Women's Tefillah Group.  Thanks to the 

generous support and encouragement of Rabbi 

Robinson, Gaby layned her parsha 

the Thursday before Shabbat Nasso in the LSS 

sanctuary, broadcast over zoom.  There are no  
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sufficient words to describe the joy and pride I felt 

as her mother (and gabbai!).  At one of the darkest 

moments of the pandemic, Gaby's layning inspired 

me with hope and faith.   

 

I feel so fortunate that now, two years later, we are 

preparing for a Shabbat morning WTG bat mitzvah 

for my daughter Elana this September!  Hearing her 

practice layning the entirety of parsha Ki Tavo 

similarly fills me with an overwhelming sense of 

gratitude that my daughters have the chance to 

claim their membership in Klal Yisroel and 

connect so personally with Torah and the 

generations it has sustained.    
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Rita Kozlowski  

One of my earliest memories of wishing to 

participate in Tefillah Services was as a young girl 

at Yeshiva Central Queens praying behind a tall 

mechitzah, trying to get a glimpse of what was 

happening.  I felt that I could be a part of that, 

doing what the boys were doing and I didn’t really 

understand why I couldn’t.   

I remember my brother preparing for his Bar 

Mitzvah parsha, Achrei Mot, as my mother chanted 

his portion, in her clear, beautiful voice, quickly 

learning while listening to his lessons.  She whose 

family spoke Hebrew, not Yiddish after moving to 

Israel, because her grandfather insisted his 

daughters get an education.  She who served in 

the IDF rather than do National Service – likely 

would not have even thought to ask if she could 

layn or lead davening.   

At the Young Israel of Briarwood there was barely 

any room for men or women to dance but a small 

group of women did dance on Simchat Torah. 

When I went to other larger shuls, it shocked me 

that the women only stood and watched and I was 

grateful that I had that much.  At Lincoln Square, 

women could actually see the Bima.  But being 

part of the service, seemed out of reach.   

As my mother got older and her eyesight 

deteriorated, she would get excited when 

someone davened or layned in a clear, expressive 
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voice because she could follow and understand 

what was going on and it made me realize the 

importance of layning and davening for the kahal 

so much more deeply.  

I tried to learn about layning in the past but it 

didn’t stick because I didn’t have a place to 

actually layn.   But when I became a member at 

LSS, I had the opportunity.  I walked up and down 

Broadway with my headphones in my ears listening 

to the Chaz’s recording of Emor and since I did not 

get hit by a bus, I’m guessing it was meant to be.  

I’m sure a few people on the 1 train caught some 

of Cantor Goffin’s words as well, no doubt much 

better than anything else they’d heard on the 

subway.  I’m grateful to my mentor Michael Laufer 

for his support and all the work of Dassa Gerber 

and both Sarah Robinsons.   

Since then I’ve layned regularly, davened Hallel, 

layned Megillah and for the first time became a 

mentor to Lily Friedman who worked so hard and 

diligently and made me very proud.  I attended 

Sandy Schorr’s Bat Mitzvah, which was such a 

pleasure.  My mother did not get to see any of this 

happen but I know how happy she would have 

been.   What an amazing thing, young women 

speaking in shul, davening and layning in the most 

natural way.  May 50 years be just the beginning!   



71 

Harriet Frank  

I was raised at the edge of a 

Brooklyn neighborhood called 

Bensonhurst which had a small population of 

observant Jews, and hardly any social groups for 

children my age. I quickly outgrew the practice of 

one shul that gave children flags and apples on 

Simchat Torah. So as a teenager I decided to take 

a long walk to Borough Park, expecting an active 

celebration. I was very disappointed.  I went to a 

number of shuls and watched the boys and men 

praying and singing with joy while I stood in the 

women’s sections and simply observed the goings 

on.  I did not feel part of the celebration and 

walked home sadly. 

 

Attending the Women’s celebration during 

chagim, and especially on Simchat Torah, have 

been a great contrast and joy.  Praying, singing, 

being called to the Torah reading, holding the 

Torah, and dancing together make me feel a full 

and joyous participant in the holiday.  I was no 

longer a mere observer!  
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Lauren Flaks 
 

 

The LSS Bat Mitzvah project provided me with 

an opportunity to connect with a supportive, 

diverse, and wonderful group of LSS 

members.  I particularly enjoyed practicing the 

Torah reading with my mentor and interacting 

with a smaller group within the community. We 

shared a unique and meaningful spiritual 

journey that I was delighted to be part of.   
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Francine Cinamon 
 

What has the WTG meant to me? A lot. It has 

afforded me opportunities that I never 

dreamed would be possible in my lifetime. 

After 45 years at LSS, The Women's Tefillah 

Group launched a new initiative in 2016, The 

Bat Mitzvah Project offering women the chance 

to learn the trope in preparation for their Bat 

Mitzvah, all in a halachically approved setting. 

A minimum of three sentences to leyn plus 

aliyah blessings, that's all it took to be Bat 

Mitzvahed.  Standing at the Bimah, Yad in 

hand, the first woman in my family to do 

this, surrounded by dear friends and family, 

jolted every cell in my body. Five years later I'm 

still leyning and love helping other women to 

do so also. 

Kudos to the original trailblazers of The 

Women's Tefillah Group, to Dassa Gerber, and 

to the supportive clergy, without whom there 

wouldn't be a Bat Mitzvah Project. 
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  The 2017 Bat Mitzvah Project  

  Beatrice Stoller 

 In my generation Bat Mitzvahs were 

practically unheard of.  As years went by, they 

became more prevalent.  In later years I began 

attending them, even the Bat Mitzvahs of older 

adults.  I began to feel that perhaps I’m missing 

out on something.  It became a “maybe” item 

on a subconscious “bucket list.” When the 

opportunity arose to participate in the Bat 

Mitzvah Project, I didn’t hesitate one moment 

even though I didn’t exactly realize what it 

would entail. Soon after I made this 

commitment, I began to have some doubts and 

anxiety. 

We had orientation sessions where Dassa 

explained about all the preparations we were 

facing and cleared up any confusion.  She did a 

monumental job organizing and executing this 

project!  I met the other Bat Mitzvah 

participants and all the other women of the 

Tefillah group.  They were all so helpful, 

friendly and supportive. 

Chazzan Goffin z”l was at these meetings. He 

taught us the trope and demonstrated the 
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music and sounds. We Also received some of 

his recorded lessons.  What an example he was 

in so many ways!  He was awesome!  I will 

never forget him.  After the above events my 

doubts and anxieties began to melt away. 

 Dr. Jeffrey Schwartz became my mentor and 

here again I was surrounded by 

encouragement, support and enlightenment!  I 

attended his mentoring sessions with so much 

enthusiasm because of his brilliance, excellent 

instruction and patience.  As is the wont of a 

great teacher, he led me to make my own 

discoveries e.g. the many meanings and 

nuances of the words and even the letters.  Dr. 

Schwartz’ encouragement and belief in me 

gave me a new found confidence.  At home I 

was constantly practicing and emulating him.  I 

can’t sing but because of Dr. Schwartz I literally 

found my voice with a clarity and confidence 

that must have been welling up in me all these 

years! 

On the day of the Bat Mitzvah Project I was 

confident and calm and ready to read from the 

Torah.  It was a huge moment in my life – so 

moving and meaningful especially when my 

parents’ names Yitzchak and Simah z”l were 

mentioned. My Bat Mitzvah buddies did so 
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well.  It was a joyous day!  I was so happy to 

see so many people in attendance. 

 The preparation for this was time consuming 

and hard work but never was there such a labor 

of love!!!  This experience has left me with a 

deeper connection to the shul and the Torah.  I 

no longer feel like I’m on the outside looking 

in.  I have a long way to go.  The missing pieces 

are slowly falling into place.  My Bat Mitzvah 

Project was 5 years ago but it still 

resonates.  The Bat Mitzvah Project will never 

be over for me – it created a new beginning. 

For older people it’s a rite of passage in its own 

way.  How blessed I am to have received such a 

beautiful gift at this stage of my life! 
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Anna Freilich 
 

I moved to New York in 1983. I’m not 

sure how much after that I heard that 

there was a Womens’ Tefilla Service on 

the Upper West Side, but I was intrigued 

and certainly curious. My first experience 

with the WTG was at the Schwab House. 

I sat through the davening and 

leining and experienced the warmth that 

permeated the room and I was hooked. 

A friend of mine had taught me the 

leining trop when I was 13 at Camp 

Moshava in Canada. When I watched the 

women leining, I thought to myself “can 

I actually ever do that?” And indeed I 

did. I started small with encouragement 

from the women who ran the WTG at 

the time and progressed from leining to 

davening and gabbaing. I love to sing 

and this was a perfect opportunity to 

combine that love with tefilla. My father, 

a”h was a gabbai as far back as I can 
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remember so this was a natural 

transition for me and something that 

gives me great pleasure. I am indebted 

to the women who came before me and 

forged the path and to the clergy that 

allowed and facilitated the WTG to get 

to this momentous occasion.  
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Photographs…  



80 

 

 



81 

 

 

 



82 

 

 

 

 

 



83 

 

 

 



84 



85 



86 



87 

 

 



88 

 

 

 

 

 



89 

 



90 

 

 

  



91 

 

 

 

 
Celebrating 50 Years   

 
 
 
 

 

To all our wonderful 
participants who made 
this a reality! 
 

Mazal Tov!  


