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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

MAZAL TOV 

Evan Seghal for writing this week’s Dvar Torah  

Lincoln Square Synagogue is happy to welcome you for prayer  
services. Here is how to secure a seat in shul, as we have a limited  
number during the pandemic - and what the rules of conduct are:  
 

In advance:  
[1] LSS members must pre-register using the link in the electronic 
Echod.  
[2] You will then receive a confirmation email.  
[3] Non LSS members are invited, but cannot use the link; they must 
email Rabbi Robinson to register: rabbi@lss.org   
 

Once in shul:  
[4] Observe social distancing  
[5] You must wear a face mask, covering your mouth and nose  
[6] No communal singing  
[7] Men must bring their own tallit on Shabbat  
[8] No seudah shlishit in shul; eat at home before Mincha  
[9] Read the complete Attendance Guide  (see the complete  
Attendance Guidelines in the electronic version of Echod)   
 

Shacharit: 
Sunday, March 14 @ 8:30am 
Monday, March 15 — Friday, March 19 @ 7:30am 
 

Mincha/Maariv:  
Sunday, March 14 & Monday, March 15 @ 6:50pm  
Tuesday, March 16 — Thursday, March 18 @ 6:55pm.  

MINYAN INFORMATION 

UPCOMING EVENT 

LSS is proud to participate in Yesh Tikva’s Sixth Annual  
Infertility Awareness Shabbat with over 100 Synagogues in North  
America, Israel and Australia. This event aims to CREATE SPACE for 
those facing infertility in our community, while increasing awareness 
and raising sensitivity to their struggles. The overall goal is to create a 
more inclusive communal space for our fellow Jews who dream of  
growing their families.  
In light of this past year it is startling to think that we are once again 
heading into Passover during covid. For some of us that may mean an-
other year without family. Another year of celebrating alone. For others, 
with some covid precautions in place, the family seder will be held once 
again. What does this mean for our loved ones who are struggling with 
infertility? What will both these types of seders look like for them? How 
can we support them through this? There are those spending the holi-
days at home once again this year, feeling the void of the child/ren of 
their dreams. And others who are with family who have children, faced 
with a constant reminder of what others have that they don't and so 
desperately want. In the resource guide you will find practical tools and 
suggestions to make a family seder inclusive and show support to those 
who must face a seder alone without the children of their dreams.  

YESH-TIKVA INFERTILITY AWARENESS SHABBAT 

 
Wednesday, March 17: Inside Israeli Intelligence: 1:00pm 
 

Brig. General Yosef Kuperwasser, formerly the Director General of the 
Ministry of International Affairs and Strategy. In his long career at the 
IDF, he had a significant role in determining Israel’s coping methods 
with terror as well as regional developments, and sharing such analysis 
with the US and other foreign entities. To register, please see online 
Echod. The program is sponsored by The Israel Intelligence Heritage 
and Commemoration Center an organization dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the Israeli intelligence community (Mossad, Shin Bet,  
Intelligence Corps). For additional information about the center,  
email Igal at izmlm@intelligence.org.il 

Special minyan on the Terrace Friday night at 5:45pm Mincha followed 
by Kabbalat Shabbat led by Chazzan Lemmer! 

 
 

Friday Night:  
Zoom Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat: 5:10pm (link in electronic Echod) 
Earliest Candle Lighting: 4:46pm 
Shabbat Candle Lighting: 5:42pm  
Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat at shul: 5:45pm  
Location: Ballroom 
Special Minyan on the Terrace led by Chazzan Lemmer: 5:45pm 
Sunset (daven Mincha by): 6:00pm 
Repeat Shema: after 6:31pm 
 
 

Shabbat:  
Hashkama Minyan: 7:45am  
Location: The Spira Family Terrace (weather/temperature permitting). 
Shabbat Morning Services at shul: 9:00am Location: Ballroom   
Latest Shema: 9:07am 
Beginners Service: 9:30am Location: Belfer Beit Midrash  
(pre-registration required)   
Terrace Minyan: 9:40am (Location: Spira Family Terrace) 
Latest Shacharit: 10:07am 
Tots on the Terrace: 11:30  
(This week it will take place in the Ballroom)  
Mincha at 5:40pm followed by a shiur  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Sunset (daven Mincha by, and begin seudah shlishit by): 6:01pm  
Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends: 6:43pm 
Zoom Havdalah: 7:05pm (link in electronic Echod)  

Dammara Kovnats Hall on being awarded  
the Jewish Education Award from The Jewish Education Project  

 
Caryl Alterbaum Brief on the wedding of her son Eric Joel Brief to 

Ksenia Shira Avdulova on Sunday, March 7, 2021.  
Mazal tov to brother, Simon Edward Brief and to  

Ksenia's parents Elena and Nickolai Avdulova.  

Medassure Pharmacy has been providing in-house covid testing for the 
Jewish communities of the Five Towns and Long Island and is happy to 
announce it will now be providing this convenient service for the  
UWS Jewish community. They accepts most insurance plans and there 
is no copay fee. E: medassurepharm@gmail.com T:(646) 818-9824  

MEDASSURE PHARMACY 

The molad for Rosh Chodesh Nissan will be on Motzei Shabbat at 3 
minutes and 5 chalakim after 7 PM. Rosh Chodesh Nissan  
will be on Sunday.  

ROSH CHODESH 

HAKARAT HATOV 
REMINDER  

Reminder to switch your clocks 1 hour ahead at 2:00am Sunday morning 
and davening starting Sunday morning is on daylight savings time (DST).  



 

Shmurah Matzah: Shmurah Matzah $27 per box deadline: Sunday,  
March 14 pickup will be Sunday March 21. Details to follow.  
Mask required and social distancing adhered to 
https://www.lss.org/form/shmurah-matzah-2021.html 

SHMURAH MATZAH 

ALL THINGS PESACH AT LSS 

 

Pesach Events:  
Wednesday, March 17: Beginners: Join Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald as 
he leads an exciting Passover Workshop on Zoom: 7:00-8:30pm 
This interactive workshop for adults is for those who wish to learn the 
deeper meaning of the laws and customs of Passover. The workshop 
source materials raise fundamental questions and provide illuminating 
answers to the entire Passover experience. Register online 
at www.lss.org/beginners.  

 

Sunday, March 21: LSS Youth and Magen Avraham Teen Department 
& Color Me Mine: Create Your Own Seder Plate!: 10:00am - 11:30am  
Spira Family Terrace $30 per Seder Plate. To register, please visit 
(deadline to register: March 17) 
https://www.lss.org/event/sederplate2021 

PESEACH EVENTS 

 

    For access to all the Zoom links for these classes, please visit  
    www.lss.org/learningopportunities.To dial into a class please call  
    646-876-9923 and enter the Meeting ID and password (if necessary)  
    associated with the class below. 
 

Tuesday, March 16th: Pesach Prep #2: 8:00pm "The Holiness of 
Haste" with Rabbi Rosenfeld. Meeting ID: 827 823 0785  
 

Thursday, March 18th: The Hagaddah Unwrapped: 7:45pm Join all 
the members of the LSS Clergy. Discover new insights, meanings - and 
music - to make your Seder memorable. Meeting ID: 920 1143 3145  
Password: 166230  
 

Monday, March 22nd: Why is this Year Different From All  Other: 
7:45pm Pesach Falling After Shabbat, Pesach in a Pandemic -  
Understanding the unique laws and circumstances of this year’s  
Pesach. With Rabbi Robinson. Meeting ID: 976 1649 2193  
Password: 365692  
 

Tuesday, March 23rd: Pesach Prep #3: 8:00pm "Matzah & The Faith-
Based Diet" with Rabbi Rosenfeld.  Meeting ID: 827 823 0785  

PESEACH LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Dear Members, 
 

I hope this note finds you well. As many of you may know, we have 
been working hard to offer our members the option of sitting together 
(socially-distanced!) at LSS for a Pesach Seder. It isn’t a small feat to 
organize this in a way that balances all the preferences and medical 
imperatives, but we remain committed to offering this meal, hopefully 
as a balm to the isolation that so many have felt this year. Still, this 
event will be quite expensive, and we would like to be transparent 
about these costs. 
 

There is often a misconception that meals and events at LSS are  
expensive because LSS is making a profit. While that may be the case 
for fundraisers, that is not true for the large majority of LSS events, 
which are offered as a service to the community and at cost, with the 
goal of breaking even. This year, the cost of catered Pesach meals, 
staffing, Shmurah matzah, wine and linens brings the break-even cost 
of a Seder meal at LSS to $160 per person (not including other  
incidentals that often get added). However, despite severe financial 
challenges, and in order to keep this as affordable as possible to  
members, LSS will subsidize this down to $150 per member  
(non-member pricing will be $175).  In addition, we request  
sponsorships to help cover these costs, as well as to be able to offer 
assistance to those in need, as no one will be turned away for lack of 
funds. Of utmost importance to us is offering you, our dear members, 
a place to come together to share in the Seder, while still remaining 
fiscally responsible to the Shul. We hope that sharing this information 
with you gives you a better understanding of our intent as  
we open up registration. 
 

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me 
at president@lss.org. 
Should you need financial assistance to attend this event please email 
Rabbi Robinson at rabbi@lss.org.  
No-one will be turned away for lack of funds.   

 Please Visit: https://www.lss.org/form/passoverseder2021 

LSS 1st NIGHT SEDER 

 

The Louis and Rhoda Lazar Shabbat Hagadol Drasha will be delivered 
by Rabbi Shaul Robinson on: March 20th after 6.35pm Mincha 
“Chabura” - How the Pesach Offering Teaches us to Rebuild  
Community (The shiur will also be delivered over Zoom at 9pm after 
Shabbat) Meeting ID: 969 1112 7314 Password: 885526  

SHABBAT HAGADOL 

 

Facilities for Kashering your Kelim will be available. Sunday, March 
21st 10:00am- 1:00pm . 
In order to ensure social distancing, you may be asked to leave your 
utensils to be Kashered and return to collect them. We also ask that 
you try to limit the number of items you bring to be kashered this 
year.  

For instructions and times, please visit: 
https://www.lss.org/hagalatkelim 

HAGALAT KELIM 

The preparation for Pesach must include a demonstration of concern 
for the needy. You are urged to donate Maot Chittim through the 
Chesed Fund of the Synagogue in order to provide for the Pesach 
needs of the many people who depend on us.   

To donate, please visit: 
https://www.lss.org/maot-chittim 

MAOT CHITTIM 

This year, you may sell your chametz through LSS using an online 
form, or in person with Rabbi Robinson. The link to the online form is 
in the online echod. Please do not forget to make a donation to the 
chesed fund as is customary when selling chametz. The physical form 
and sale of chametz hours will be available next week.  

SELL YOUR CHAMETZ 

Full Pesach Schedule is available online echod and on our website. 
www.lss.org 

PESACH SCHEDULE: 

Please see our website www.lss.org to download the spreadsheet to 
order a Seder in a Box and Yom Tov meals in a Box. 
Once completed, email it with any questions to Silverleaf caterers 
at silverleafcateringbox@gmail.com.  
The catering office will then call you to collect payment. Box deliveries 
will be made on Thursday and Friday with confirmation of which day 
you have been scheduled for made by the catering office. 
Please note; Yom Tov meal boxes available for the first days of Pesach 
only. DEADLINE: Friday, March 19. 
Seder in a Box: $150  
https://www.lss.org/sederinabox 
Yom Tov meals in a Box: $325 
https://www.lss.org/yomtovmealsinabox 

SEDER IN A BOX & YOM TOV MEALS IN A BOX 



 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
    For access to all the Zoom links for these classes, please visit  
    www.lss.org/learningopportunities.To dial into a class please call  
    646-876-9923 and enter the Meeting ID and password (if necessary)  
    associated with the class below. 
 
Sunday: 
 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld: 9:45am. Meeting 

ID: 827 823 0785 Password (if necessary): mds1234  
Monday: 

Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel): 
7:00pm-8:15pm. This class covers news and feature stories from  
Israel; we discuss recent events, watch video clips and listen to Israeli 
songs. The class is taught virtually entirely in Hebrew and assumes a  
fairly advanced knowledge of the language. If you can have a  
conversation with your Israeli family primarily in Hebrew, this is the class 
for you. The class is taught by Harel Fenigstein, the Jewish  
Agency shaliach (emissary) for the UWS. Meeting ID: 853 8744 3723 
Password: 180613 

 Jewish Living Workshop: 7:30pm-8:30pm led by Dassa and Bill  
Greenbaum. The Jewish Living Workshop, a 9 session series, is a “hands-
on” experience. Topic: Passover—Kosher try out. I can try keeping Kosher 
for eight days—where do I start? . The workshop is free. To register, 
please email JLworkshop@yahoo.com.  
Meeting ID: 918 4115 8366 Password: 865860 

 Talmud Class with Rabbi Robinson: 8:00pm– 9:00pm We will be  
studying the second perek of Sanhedrin, that deals with Justice,  
Governance,  Monarchy and the Legal System. Previous background will 
be useful but not essential - each shiur will focus on the text and classical  
commentaries, but will touch on contemporary and modern issues  
arising from the Gemara. Meeting ID: 916 3915 9514 

Tuesday: 
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha”  
    led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am Meeting ID: 241022510.  
 Introduction to Bible: 6:30pm- 8:00pm led by Rabbi Ephraim  

Buchwald.  
An in-depth study and analysis of the Decalogue (the Ten  
Commandments) and other basic biblical texts. The religious  
significance of the Bible, scriptural exegesis and the relationship of the 
written and oral law will be discussed and analyzed. Registrants will  
receive the Zoom link prior to the start of the course. To register, please 
call 212-874-6100 or register online at www.lss.org/beginners. Cost: $90, 
Free to LSS Members.  

    No one will be turned away for lack of funds.  
 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by Ron 

Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 811 662 074 
 The Kohen: The inspired mind of a man of God. A new series  
 exploring the thought of R. Zadok of  Lublin. Led by Rabbi Rosenfeld. 

8:00pm. Meeting ID:  827 823 0785.  
Wednesday: 
 Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit (Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: 

7:00pm-8:15pm The emphasis in this class is on improving the  
students' knowledge of  the Hebrew language. It features  
explanations of Hebrew words, roots of words (i.e.,shorashim), and  
idiomatic expressions. There are also news items and feature stories. It is 
taught at a slightly lower level of Hebrew than Monday's class, and  
includes more English translations, but is not meant for  
beginners in Ivrit. If you can negotiate your way through Tachana 
HaMerkazit or through Mahane Yehuda in Hebrew, this is the class for 
you. The class is taught by Harel Fenigstein, the Jewish Agency shaliach 
(emissary) for the UWS.  Meeting ID: 853 8744 3723 (Password: 180613)  

Thursday: 
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 

11:30am-12:30pm. Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238  Password: 142533  
 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led by  

Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm-8:00pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888.  
 Parashat HaShavua led by Rabbi. Moshe Sokolow: 8:15pm.  

Meeting ID: 846 701 6968.  

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

Dvar Torah:  
 

Parshat Pekudei repeats much of what we learned previously in Parshat 
Tetzaveh; commandments of the special garments worn by the Kohen 
and Kohen Gadol. These mitzvot are repeated to emphasize their  
importance to Hashem. 
 
The beginning of the Parsha states, “Betzalel, son of Uri, grandson of 
Chur, did everything that Hashem commanded Moshe.” The name 
“Betzalel” literally means “shadow of G-d.” Betzalel was Chief Architect 
of the Mishkan and Moshe’s right hand man. The Midrash says Betzalel 
was thirteen years old when he designed the Mishkan--a lesson for the 
Youth Department that however young, one can achieve amazing ac-
complishments by working hard. We can also see signs of greatness in 
youth, just look at the wonderful group leaders! 
 
Rashi explains that Moshe told Betzalel to make the Ark, the Shulchan 
(table), and the Menorah,  and then to build the Mishkan. Betzalel  
replied that it’s more common to first build the house and then to put 
furniture inside of it. Upon hearing this, Moshe agreed.  

Questions: 
1. Why does Hashem repeat certain mitzvot in the Torah?  
2. What was Betzalel’s job?  
3. How old was Betzalel when he began working on the Mishkan? 
4. In what order was the Mishkan built? 

Answers:  
1. To tell us of mitzvot with special importance.  
2. He was the architect of the Mishkan.  
3. He was 13 years old.  
4. First the Mishkan structure was built and then the items for the 

interior, like the Table, Menorah, and Ark. 
Tots on the Terrace:11:30-12:30pm (This week it will take place in the 
Ballroom) Takes place every Shabbat. Masks must be worn at all times. 
 
Sunday, March 21: LSS Youth and Magen Avraham Teen Department 
presents an exciting event with Color Me Mine: 10:00am - 11:30am 
Spira Family Terrace $30 per Seder Plate. To register, please visit 
(deadline to register: March 17) 
https://www.lss.org/event/sederplate2021 

YOUTH EVENTS 



 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org or 

email info@lss.org 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Morey Wildes, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Paris Wald Stulbach, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer Rande Price, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Yitzy Rubin, Julie Walpert, Jay Ziffer 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 

 

RENEWING BIKUR CHOLIM IN THE TIME OF COVID-19. 10 SESSIONS:  
The Jewish Board, along with Kavod v’Nichum, Neshama: the Associa-
tion of Jewish Chaplains, and several other Bikur Cholim groups around 
the country, are sponsoring an innovative program on Bikur Cholim—
visiting and caring for the sick and vulnerable—Renewing Bikur Cholim. 
The conference, which runs bi-weekly on Monday nights from January 4 
to May 10, addresses many of the emerging challenges of doing Bikur 
Cholim during the pandemic. The program will provide an educational 
forum and a venue for exchange of ideas and concerns, assisting  
providers and volunteers in providing this essential service. To register 
please visit,  
https://www.jewishfunerals.org/2021-bikur-cholim-conference/.  
 

COMMUNITY FRIDGE: Help our hungry neighbors during this time of 
food insecurity by donating prepared meals to the Community Fridge 
located outside the West End Collegiate Church on West 77th Street, 
between WEA and Broadway. Food containers should be labeled along 
with the date. Donations accepted Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM to 
5:00 pm.   

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

CHESED OPPORTUNIES 

The next Shabbatot available are:  
Shabbat Pesach (4/3). Shmini (4/10),  

Acharei Mot-Kedoshim (4/24), Emor (5/1)  
 

If interested, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

Parshat Hachodesh Vayakhel-Pekudei/Shabbat Mevarchim  
March 12-13 
By: Evan Seghal  
 

The חטא העגל (the sin of the Golden Calf), the commandment of Shabbos, 
and the construction of the Mishkon follow sequentially from the end of 
parshat Ki Tisa to the beginning of Vayakhel. Although they appear to be 
completely different topics, in truth, they are deeply connected.  
 

The חטא העגל illustrates why idolatry is a cardinal sin. The Egel was not 
simply a problem of making a statue and calling it a god. Although Bnei 
Yisroel point at the Egel and say, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought 
you out of Egypt” (Shemot 32:4), they made the Golden Calf only after 
they arrived at Mount Sinai. The Calf didn’t even exist in Egypt! They  
created the Egel to substitute for Moshe, their leader and conduit to G-d, 
whom they assumed was dead. [Moshe had ascended Har Sinai several 
times previously to speak to G-d (Shemot 19:3, 24: 1-2) and on those  
occasions, he was only absent for a day or two. This time Moshe was gone 
for forty days]. As recent slaves without a leader, they lacked the  
confidence to proceed to Israel without a physical representation of G-d’s 
presence. They made a Golden Calf and tried to force G-d to occupy it.   
 

Certainly, G-d was disappointed that Bnei Yisroel had constructed a graven 
image, and informed Moshe that “your people… have dealt corruptly” 
(32:7). However, what followed incensed G-d, who proclaimed “…I will 
destroy them” (32:10) and horrified Moshe (32: 19) who dramatically 
smashed the luchot and then commanded the Leviim to slay 3000 of the 
erev rav instigators. The Jews celebrated their Egel by sitting down to eat, 
drink and letzahek (32:6) לצחק to dance, laugh, scream and (Rashi, based 
on Midrash Tanchuma) engage in licentious behavior and even murder! 
They had broken loose — this is the ultimate sin of idolatry. Man makes a 
statue, tries to force G-d to occupy it, convinces himself the  
transmogrification was successful, then makes the rules as to how to  
worship the idol/god. Ultimately, this spiral ends with man’s religion  
rationalizing his worst behavior. 
 

The Mishkon was a tikkun, rectification for the Egel. G-d understood the  
people needed to feel close to Him. But only G-d determines where He will 
dwell and under what circumstances. The Mishkon is G-d’s house. The human 
role is to construct it with fidelity, skill and devotion. The architecture and 
materials were decided entirely by G-d and dictated in exacting detail to show 
man had no power to contain G-d or decide where He would rest His Pres-
ence, the שכינה 
 

The link between Mishkon and Shabbos is the concept of work.  In  
describing the construction of the Mishkon, the Torah says, “And they 
came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing, and brought the L-rd’s offering, for the work of the 

DVAR TORAH 

DVAR TORAH 

It shouldn't take a miracle to make Shabbos. In this time of increasing 
food insecurity, if you, or someone you know, needs Shabbos meals, 
please reach out to The Lea Segre Tomchei Shabbos Fund through the 
shul office. Contributions to the Fund are always welcome.  

THE LEA SEGRE TOMCHEI SHABBOS FUND 

tent of meeting, and for all the service thereof…” (35:21). In describing the 
concept of Shabbos, the Torah says, “Six days shall work be done, but on 
the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of solemn rest 
to the L-rd; whoever does any work therein shall be put to death” (35:2). In 
fact, it is from this connection that we derive the Halachic definition of 
work.  The colloquial definition of work is anything which requires effort.  
Halachically, work is any of thirty-nine categories of creative labor which 
was necessary for the construction of and the functioning of the Mishkon 
(Shabbos 73a). For example, dying wool, weaving tapestries or writing  
instructions are all prohibited labors on Shabbos because they were all 
necessary for the construction of the Mishkon.  On the other hand, even 
activities requiring more physical exertion, such as carrying a sack of  
potatoes up from the basement would be permitted.   
 

We rest on Shabbos to imitate G-d, to honor Him, and to create a special  
relationship with Him.  “…G-d rested on the 7th day for all His work which 
he had made…” (Bereshit 2:2). Only G-d has the power to create 
matter/energy ex nihilo, but we rest by restraining ourselves from the  
creative rearrangement of our environment. On Shabbos, we have time to 
reflect on what is truly important, and we are reminded that everything is 
a gift from G-d and not obtained by the strength of our hands alone  כחי
 And on Shabbos, we sanctify a  .(Devarim 8:17)ועצם ידי עשה לי את החיל הזה 
segment of time; G-d dwells in that sanctity. Shabbos represents a  
fundamental change in our relationship with G-d, from one of direction 
and education – parent-child, to one of companionship – husband and 
wife. It is a special time reserved for the Jewish people.  “…Shabbos is a 
sign between Me and you throughout your generations that you might 
know that I, Hashem, sanctified you” (31: 13).  Shimarat  Shabbat now 
means more than just avoiding work, “’guarding’ Shabbat means that it is 
now a possession (R. Hirsch) and a ‘closed circle’ between G-d and Bnei 
Yisroel which must be protected” 
 

The Golden Calf showed us that even when idolatry is initially intended as  
worship of G-d, ultimately it becomes a celebration of man.  Morality  
becomes malleable; what we desire becomes what is right. The Mishkon 
was G-d’s answer to our need to be physically close to Him. Erecting the 
Mishkon was our most noble construction project, but our only true  
creation is to carve out for G-d a piece of our precious, irreplaceable time.  
Shabbos is a sign forever of our special appreciation for and relationship 
with Hashem. G-d created us, and He is with us. G-d is everywhere, but He 
is closer in the Mishkon, and closer still in Shabbos.  
 

I wish you a wonderful Shabbos.  

http://www.lss.org
mailto:officers@lss.org
lss.org

