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SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

WEEKDAY MINYAN INFORMATION 
Shacharit:  
Sunday, May 1 @ 8:30am 
Monday,  May 2 @ 7:20am 
Tuesday, May 3 –Friday, May 6 @ 7:30am 
 
 

Mincha/Maariv: 
Sunday, May 1 & Monday, May 2 @ 7:40pm 
Tuesday, May 3—Thursday, May 5, Yom Ha’atzmaut @ 7:45pm 

Friday night: 
6:24pm Earliest Candle Lighting 
7:00pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat;  
Davening led by Jake Nussbaum  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
7:32pm Candle Lighting 
7:50pm Sunset: Latest time to daven Mincha  
8:21pm Repeat Shema 
 

Shabbat: 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash. 
Shiur by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow on third floor; 
Hashkama Kiddush on The Spira Family Terrace. 
9:00am Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Minyan; 
Davening led by Jake Nussbaum  
Drasha following Musaf given by Scholar in Residence Rabbi Yonatan 
Rosensweig  
Topic: Treading to the Spiritual Needs of Those Dealing with Mental 
Health 
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
9:23am Latest Shema 
9:30am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald;  
Location: 3rd Floor. Beginners Kiddush to follow. 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan;  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash  
10:00am Shabbat Groups; Location: Second Floor Classrooms 
10:33am Latest Shacharit  
Mini Shiur with Scholar in Residence Rabbi Yonatan Rosensweig following 
Main Kiddush 
4:45pm Q&A with Rav Rosensweig for Mental Health Professionals; 
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 
5:40pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler;  
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
6:25pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur by Scholar in Residence 
Rabbi Yonatan Rosensweig 
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
7:25pm Mincha; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Followed by Seudah Shlishit in the Ballroom. D’var Torah by Scholar in 
Residence Rabbi Yonatan Rosensweig 
7:51pm  Sunset: daven Mincha 
8:34pm Ma’ariv/Havdalah 

NO MORE COVID ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES! 
Welcome to Lincoln Square Synagogue! In accordance with NY City  
and State regulations, wearing of masks is now optional at all services at  
LSS for adults and children, regardless of vaccination status, and indoor  
kiddushes and meals are no longer limited to vaccinated individuals.   
Of course, we request that attendees be sensitive to the comfort and  
safety concerns of others at shul by respecting any social distancing or 
masking desires of others.  

Hashkama Kiddush: 
Suzan and Fred Ehrman in commemoration of the 50th yahrtzeit of 
Fred's father, Samuel Ehrman z"l, Shmuel Pinchas ben Yaacov Tzvi,  
on 24 Nisan.  
Robert and Elissa Burnat in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of his 
mother Esther Gittel a"h, on 29 Nisan.  
 

Main Kiddush: Suzan and Fred Ehrman  on the occasion of their  
forthcoming Aliyah to Israel.  ושבו בנים לגבולם 
 
 

Beginners Kiddush:   
Beatrice Stoller in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her beloved 
brother, Arnold Marvin Mazur, Avraham Moishe ben Yitzchak Tsvi z”l 
Richard Shaffer in honor of Susie Levitt's Birthday and giving her first 
D'var Torah  
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Available to be sponsored.  
 

To sponsor a Kiddush please email info@lss.org. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

THIS SUNDAY, May 1st: Matan and Lincoln Square Synagogue Yom Iyun: 
My Heart Is In the East: 10:00am-1:00pm.  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Light brunch included.  
Please see flyer for a full list of speakers and topics.  
 
Wednesday May 4th: Community Wide Yom Hazikaron &  
Yom Ha'atzmaut Tekes Ma'avar: 7:00pm. Location: West Side Institutional 
Synagogue. Tekes commemorating Yom Hazikaron followed by  
Tefilah Chagigit and concert by Eitan Katz. LSS in partnership with Bnei Akiva' 
BAbayit, WSIS, KRA, UJA Federation of New York, The Jewish Agency for  
Israel and UWS/Jews. Open to the entire community and free.  
  
Thursday May 5th: Yom Ha'atzmaut Celebration: 6:00pm-9:00pm. 
Location: The Spira Family Terrace. Falafel and salads provided by Sova  
Catering. Israel themed crafts project for kids will be available.  
Sponsorship opportunities available. Cost: $20 per person. Deadline to RSVP 
is Tuesday , May 10th 12:00pm. Register 
at: www.lss.org/form/YomHaatzmaut-Celebration 
Schedule: Daf Yomi @ 6:15am, Shacharit @ 7:30am & 7:50am, Yom 
Ha’atzmaut Celebration @ 6:00pm, Mincha/Maariv @ 7:45pm 
 

Thank you to the sponsors of our Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration: 
Margot and John Mann 

Esther and William Schulder  
in honor  of Medinat Yisrael’s 74th Birthday! 

 

Fred Ehrman for writing this week’s Dvar Torah.  

ROSH CHODESH 
The molad for Rosh Chodesh Iyyar will be on Sunday May 1, 20 minutes and 
1 chelek after 5:00am. Rosh Chodesh Iyyar will be on Sunday, May 1 and 
Monday, May 2. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

MAZAL TOV 
 

Priscilla Konecky and Mark Tepper on the engagement  of their daughter,  
Julia Tepper to Matthew Olstein 
 
Raquel and Ari Selevan on the birth of a baby boy!  
Mazal tov to the proud Zaidy, Joseph Verschleisser! 
 
Suzan and Fred Ehrman on their Aliyah to Israel!  LSS wishes you, Suzan and Fred, 
much success and best wishes for a smooth Aliyah experience. You will be missed! 

THIS SHABBAT: SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
 

Scholar in Residence Rabbi Yonatan Rosensweig 
on Judaism and Mental Health in partnership with Mizrachi World 
Movement and Israel360. See flyer for full SIR schedule. Rabbi Yoni 
Rosensweig is rabbi of the Netzach Menashe community in Beit Shemesh and 
is a teacher of Halacha, Gemara and Jewish thought. He previously served as 
Rosh Kollel of the Mizrachi community in Melbourne, Australia. Rav Yoni is 
today’s leading voice in the field of mental health and halacha. He is the  
author of Nafshi B’She’eilati and the founder of Maaglei Nefesh, the Israel 
Institute for Mental Health and Halacha. 

HAKARAT HATOV 

https://www.lss.org/form/YomHaatzmaut-Celebration


  

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

@RabbiLincolnSQ @lincolnsquaresynagogue @Lincolnsquaresynagogue 

Shabbat Youth Groups: 10:00am (Location: 2nd floor classrooms)          
Join us for davening, Torah & play.    
Youth Directors: Romy and Avrahum Sanger                                                   
Assistant Youth Director: Alexander Wildes 
 
Babies and Me: Shabbat, April 30 11:00am (Location: Room 206) 

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
See front cover for info regarding  
Israel programming 
 
 
Saturday, May 7th: Beginners Luncheon . The next Beginners Luncheon 
will be held NEXT Saturday, May 7th. The cost is only $25 per person.  
Register and pay online at www.lss.org/beginners or call 212-874-6100. 
Please make your reservations and payment by THIS Wednesday, May 4th. 
  
Monday, May 9th: LSS and the Manhattan Yoetzet Initiative Present: A 
Jewish Approach to Sexuality and Intimacy with Shiffy Friedman, Yoetzet 
Halacha of Manhattan. 7:00pm. Hosted by Adina Dolfman. Location: The 
Rushmore party room at 80 Riverside Blvd. Light refreshments provided. 
Open to married and unmarried women. RSVPs encouraged! To RSVP 
please email Adina Dolfman at Adina.Dolfman@gmail.com.  
 
Shiffy Friedman serves as Yoetzet Halacha for multiple Manhattan  
synagogues. In this role, she provides personal consultation and leads  
communal education in the area of women's health and halacha. For  
questions related to women's health and halacha, be in touch with Shiffy 
at nycyoetzet@gmail.com or 646-598-1080. 
 
Monday, May 9th Beginners Schmooze: 8:15-9:30pm: via Zoom. Register 
online at www.lss.org/beginners  
  
Tuesday, May 10th: Israeli Book Club: 7:00pm. We read books written by 
Israeli authors and then discuss them. The next book we will read and 
discuss is Petty Business by Yirmi Pinkus. A tragic-comic novel in its essence, 
Petty Business chronicles a year in one family's life, set against the  
backdrop of Tel Aviv’s rapidly changing global economy in the early 1990s. 
Pinkus’s biting critique of Tel Aviv’s provincial character and its residents’ 
shtetl mentality is delivered with a perfect combination of wit, humor, and 
tender pathos. Register here  

By: Avrahum Sanger 
 
In this week’s Parsha we have the mitzvah of kisuy hadam, the  
commandment to cover at least part of the blood after a bird or non-
domesticated animal is slaughtered.  
 
The Gemara in Chullin (87a) says that just as the bird is slaughtered with 
one’s hand, so too the blood is covered with one’s hand. This excludes  
covering the blood by kicking dirt upon it with one’s foot (which might be 
the most convenient way to accomplish the covering). The reason given is it 
is disrespectful to perform a mitzvah with one’s foot when it can be  
performed with one’s hand. Whenever we do a mitzvah, we should do it in 
the most respectful manner possible. 
 
To go one step further,  if we must cover the blood with dirt using our 
hands rather than our feet that we should not treat mitzvos in a callous 
fashion, how much more so do we need to be extremely sensitive when 
dealing with alive, breathing, and feeling, human beings. 

YOUTH DVAR TORAH 

1. What does "achrei" mean? 
2. What material was Aaron to wear when entering the Holy of Holies? 
3. What was done with the "azazel" goat? 
4. What must be done on the 10th day of the 7th month? 

QUESTIONS 

ANSWERS 

1. 1.After [the death of Aaron's two sons] 
2. 2. Linen 
3. 3. It was sent out to the desolate desert 
4. 4. Afflict ourselves and not work 

If, due to a disability, you need an accommodation made  
or you need help registering for an event, please call (212)-874-6100.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

LSS 2022 Annual Dinner 
Sunday June 12th 

 
More details to follow 

http://www.lss.org/beginners
mailto:nycyoetzet@gmail.com
http://www.lss.org/beginners
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUuc-2qqjIsHtFcyMS0yS4OmXi2Lvq825g9


 

Sunday: 
 9:15am-10:15am: Sh’eilot and Tshuvot:led by Assistant Rabbi Yoni 

Zolty. Come and learn some classic and contemporary responsa Sunday    
mornings after Shacharit. In person and via Zoom. In person location: 
Belfer Beit Midrash. Meeting ID: 838 3061 9860 Passcode: 354153.  
Sponsors are welcome.  

 

Monday: 
 11:00am-12:00pm: A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury 

led by Rabbi Robinson: Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. 
Repeated on Zoom Tuesday at 8:00pm.  

 *Will resume next week* 7:00pm-8:15pm: Chug Ivrit led by Harel 
Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel): Available in person or via 
Zoom. Register at https://www.jotform.com/212903440529048  

 7:00pm-8:00pm: Shabbat in the City: How Halacha Responds to Mod-
ern Innovations in a Cosmopolitan World led by Assistant Rabbi Yoni 
Zolty: In person location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Meeting ID: 822 5613 5886 Passcode: 114608 

 7:30-8:30pm Beginners The Jewish Living Workshop led by Dassa and 
Bill Greenbaum. This Monday only, hybrid workshop in person and via 
Zoom. For in person info email jlworkshop@yahoo.com. Register at 
www.lss.org/beginners. Meeting ID: 852 4193 5346 Passcode: 226256 

 

Tuesday: 
 11:00am-12:00pm: The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the Weekly 

Parsha” led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: Topic: Meeting ID: 241022510.      
Passcode: 983323. Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  

 1:45pm-2:45pm Journey through Nach: Sefer Yehoshua at LSS led by     
Rabbinic Intern Daniel Gottesman. 

    Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 
 8:00pm Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by                 

Ron Platzer: Meeting ID: 850 0937 1460 Password: 560900  
 8:00pm :A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by  

Rabbi Robinson: Meeting ID: 858 4080 4793 Passcode: 931015 

 

Wednesday: 
 12:00pm-1:00pmPersonalities in Rabbinic Literature led by Rabbanit 

Mindy Schwartz Zolty  
    Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.   
 *Moved to Monday’s Time Slot* 7:00pm-8:00pm: Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit 

(Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: Available in person or via 
Zoom. Register at  https://www.jotform.com/212903661753153  

 

Thursday: 
 11:30am-12:30pm: Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist 

Ruth Moser Riemer: Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238 Password: 142533  
 7:45pm: Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha 

led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson Meeting ID: 912 657 888 Passcode: 
226974. In person Location: Belfer Beit Midrash. 

 

*Dial in code for all meetings hosted by LSS is 646-876-9923  

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

The horrific humanitarian crisis in Ukraine  
continues to unfold.  We have all seen the images of the 
bombing of civilian targets, the columns of  
refugees desperately seeking to escape, and the fierce 
resistance to the Russian invaders. There are about 
200,000 Jews caught up in this tragedy and who need our 
help. Please consider making a generous  
contribution to either the UJA special appeal or to the 
Joint Distribution Committee to help our  
brothers and sisters.  
 
Please see our electronic Echod for donation links. 

CHESED OPPORTUNITY 

HONORING THE IDF 

On our website, under the About Us section and within the Israel tab, is a 
flyer honoring and listing family members and loved ones of LSS members 
who have served in the IDF. 
To submit names, please email renee@lss.org. 
  
We thank those individuals for their service to Medinat Yisrael 
and continue to wish for peace in our beautiful country.  
 
Please see below for members and loved ones who have and  
are currently serving in the IDF. 

mailto:renee@lss.org


 

Parshat Acharei Mot 
April 29-30, 2022 
Nisan 29, 5782 
By Fred Ehrman 
 

The Day They Feasted on Yom Kippur 
 
And this shall be to you a law for all time; in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the 
month, you shall afflict yourselves; and you shall not do any work, neither the citizen nor 
the stranger who dwells among you. (Vayikra 16:29) 
 

דֶשׁ  ח ֹ֜ וֹר לַּ עָשׂ֨ י בֶָֽ שְבִיעִַ֠ דֶשׁ הַַּ֠ ח ַּ֣ ם בַּ ת עוֹלָָ֑ ַּ֣ ה לָכֶֶ֖ם לְחֻקַּ יְתָָ֥ וּ וְהָָֽ עַנּ֣ ח תְּ אֶזְרָׂ֔ וּ הַָּ֣ עֲשׂ֔ ָֽ א תַּ ם וְכָל־מְלָאכָה֙ ל ַּ֣ תֵיכֶֶ֗ פְשׁ ָֽ אֶת־נַּ
ם: וֹכְכֶָֽ גָָ֥ר בְתָֽ ר הַּ גֵֶ֖   וְהַּ

 
What is the meaning of affliction in this context? 
 

ר, פְשְׁךָ לוֹמַּ הִיא״, הֲרֵי הוּא אוֹמֵר: וְאִם נַּ נֶפֶשׁ הַּ דְתִי אֶת הַּ אֲבַּ נֶפֶשׁ, ״וְהַּ ת הַּ זֶה  זֶה?וְאֵי זֶה  עִנוּי שֶׁהוּא אֲבֵידַּ
  אֲכִילָה וּשְׁתִיָה
 
“And if it is your wish to say” something to challenge this reasoning, the Gemara brings an 
additional proof: “Surely, the verse states” with regard to one who violates Yom Kippur:  
“I will destroy that soul from among his people” (Leviticus 23:30). Therefore, “affliction is 
something that destroys a soul. And what is that? That is” refraining from “eating and 
drinking,” since someone who does not eat and drink at all will die. The Torah is referring 
only to afflictions that lead to death (Yoma 74:B). 
 
Eating and drinking on Yom Kippur is a major sin punishable with Karet, spiritual excision. 
But there is a story in the Book of Kings that has always confounded me. 
 
King Solomon has completed the building of the Beit Hamikdash and gives us one of the 
most emotional and beautiful prayers and supplications recorded in the Scriptures. (Please 
read 1 Kings 8:22-61 to get the full flavor.) He then makes a great feast for all the people 
that lasts 14 days and ends on Shemini Atzeret. 
 

יִ  רַַ֗ ת עַד־נַַּ֣חַל מִצְׁ ב֥וא חֲמַָּ֣ ל גָד֜ול מִלְׁ ל עִמּוֹ֩ קָהָָ֨ רָאֵַּ֣ כׇל־יִשְׁׂ ג וְׁ יא אֶת־הֶחָָ֡ ה בָעֵת־הַהִַּ֣ לֹמ ַּ֣ ינוּ ם וַיַַּ֣עַשׂ שְׁ וַָּ֣ה אֱלֹהֵֵ֔ ה  נֵי֙ יְׁ לִפְׁ
ר יֽום  ה עָשִָׂ֖ בָעָ֥ ים אַרְׁ ת ימִִָ֑ עַַּ֣ שִבְׁ ים וְׁ ת יָמִִ֖ עַ֥  שִבְׁ
 
“So, Solomon and all Israel with him—a great assemblage, [coming] from Lebo-hamath to 
the Wadi of Egypt observed the feast at that time before the LORD our G-d, seven days 
and again seven days, fourteen days in all” (1 Kings 8:65). 
 

ַֽיַ  לֶף וַֽ ים אִָ֑ רִִ֖ עֶשְׁׂ ה וְׁ אן מֵאָ֥ צ ֹ֕ לֶף וְׁ יִם֙ אֵֶ֔ נַ֙ ים וּשְׁ רִִ֤ ה֮ אֶת־זֶַּ֣בַח הַבָקָר֒ עֶשְׁׂ לֹמ  לֶךְ שְׁ ח הַמֶַּּ֣ בַַּ֞ ים חְׁ וַיִזְׁ ית הָאֱלֹהִֵ֔ כוּ֙ אֶת־בֵַּ֣ נְׁ
לֶךְ ם׃  הַמִֶּ֖ כׇל־הָעָֽ    וְׁ

 
“King Solomon offered as sacrifices 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep; thus, the king and all 
the people dedicated the House of G-d” (ll Chronicles 7:5). 
 

ב עַל־הַטּ ובֵי לֵֵ֔ טַּ֣ מֵחִים֙ וְׁ ם שְׁׂ אׇהֳלֵיהִֶ֑ ם לְׁ י שִלַ֥ח אֶת־הָעִָ֖ בִיעִֵ֔ דֶש הַשְׁ לֹשָה֙ לַח ַּ֣ ים וּשְׁ רִִ֤ ום עֶשְׁׂ יָ֨ ה ווּבְׁ ר עָשִָׂ֤ ה אֲשֶָ֨ בַָ֗
ל עַמּֽו׃ רָאִֵ֖ יִשְׁׂ ה וּלְׁ לֹמ ֵ֔ לִשְׁ יד וְׁ דָוִַּ֣ וָה֙ לְׁ ה      יְׁ

 
“On the twenty-third day of the seventh month, he dismissed the people to their homes, 
rejoicing and in good spirits over the goodness that the LORD had shown to David and 
Solomon and His people Israel” (ll Chronicles 7:9-10). 
 
The people went home on the 23rd day of Tishrei and that meant the festivities began on 
the 8th of Tishrei. What happened on Yom Kippur! Did they disregard or forget the  
solemnity and the prohibitions of that day? 
 
Radak comments on this by citing the following Gemara: 
 
 כי חנכת המזבח עשו שבעת ימים.

נָךְ אָמַר רַבִי יוחָנָן: אָמַר רַבִי פַרְׁ  
רָאֵל אֶת יום הַכִפוּרִים. ן: רִים אותָהּ שָנָה ל א עָשׂוּ יִשְׁׂ אומְׁ הָיוּ דּואֲגִים וְׁ וְׁ  

לָיָיה, רָאֵל כְׁ אֵיהֶן שֶל יִשְׁׂ יבוּ שׂונְׁ חַיְׁ רָה לָהֶם שֶמָּא נִתְׁ אָמְׁ תָה בַת קול וְׁ יָצְׁ  
חַיֵי הָעולָם הַבָא. זוּמָּנִין לְׁ כֶם מְׁ  כוּלְׁ
 
Apropos the discussion of the celebration at Solomon’s dedication of the Temple, the 
Gemara relates that “Rabbi Parnakh said that Rabbi Yoḥanan said: That year, the Jewish 
people did not observe Yom Kippur” as the seven-day celebration of the dedication of the 
Temple coincided with Yom Kippur and all seven days were celebrated with 
feasting. “And the people were worried and said: Perhaps the enemies of the Jewish  
people,” [a euphemism for the Jewish people themselves], “have become liable to be 
destroyed” for the transgression of eating on Yom Kippur, which is punishable by Karet. “A 
Divine Voice issued forth and said to them: All of you are designated for life in the World-
to-Come” (Moed Katan 9A). 
 
What could King Shlomo have been thinking in organizing this major celebration and feast 
on the holiest day of the year? We learn about the 39 Avot Melacha from the the building 
of the Mishkan. The Torah teaches us that this holy task of the Mishkan’s construction 
does not override the Shabbat. And here Shlomo pushes aside Yom Kippur to hold a big 
party to celebrate the inauguration of the Temple? Could he not have paused for one day 
during this two-week celebration? And why would a Bas Kol, the Divine Voice, affirm this 

DVAR TORAH  

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

DVAR TORAH 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
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The next Shabbatot available to write a Dvar Torah are:  

Emor 5/14, Behar 5/21, & Bechukotai 5/28 
 

For more information, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

action? 

 
I would like to offer the following suggested explanation. And for that we have to go back 
to the origins of the holiday of Yom Kippur. 
 
Moshe ascended Har Sinai for 40 days after the Torah was given. The people expected his 
return on the 16th of Tammuz. When he did not show up, the people panicked and  
produced the Golden Calf, the Eigel Hazahav, an idol which would substitute for their 
missing leader. When Moshe came down on the next day, the 17th of Tammuz, he  
witnessed the horrible scene of an orgy replete with eating and drinking in the worship of 
the Golden Calf. After breaking the Luchot (tablets), and chastising all the participants, he 
again ascended Sinai for another 80 days and prayed that the people be forgiven with a 
new set of Luchot. He finally came down again on the 10th of Tishrei, which from that day 
forward has been called Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 

 
With that as background, we can begin to understand Shlomo’s thinking. Remembering 
the grievous sin of the Eigel Hazahav ,he felt that the Temple and its predecessor Mishkan, 
which some say was necessitated because of the sin of the Eigel, should make up for that 
action. There the people gave their gold to build an idol. Here the people contributed 
their gold to build a place for the Shechina. There the people ate and drank in cele-
brating the idol. Here they ate and drank in dedication of the Temple. There the people 
were involved in lascivious activities and Arayot, forbidden relationships. Here they were 
celebrating marital purity. 
 
Here is how the Gemara in Moed Katan describes and contrasts this: 
 

תָנֵי תַחְׁ  הוּ? דְּׁ אַחֵיל לְׁ נָלַן דְּׁ חַיֵי הָעולָם הַבָא. וּמְׁ זוּמָּנִין לְׁ כֶם מְׁ רָה לָהֶם: כוּלְׁ אָמְׁ תָה בַת קול וְׁ יפָא: ״בַיום לִ יָצְׁ
טובֵי לֵב עַל כׇל הַטּובָה אֲ  מֵחִים וְׁ אׇהֳלֵיהֶם שְׁׂ כוּ לְׁ כוּ אֶת הַמֶּלֶךְ וַיֵלְׁ בָרְׁ מִינִי שִלַח אֶת הָעָם וַיְׁ ר עָשָׂה ה׳ שֶ הַשְׁ

רָאֵל עַמּו״  יִשְׁׂ דּו וּלְׁ דָוִד עַבְׁ  לְׁ
 
“A Divine Voice issued forth and said to them: All of you are designated for life in the 
World-to-Come.” The Gemara asks: “And from where do we derive that God pardoned 
them” for this sin? The Gemara answers: The Sage “Taḥlifa taught” in a Baraita* that the 
verse states: “On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king, and 
went to their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the Lord had done for 
David His servant and for Israel His people” (I Kings 8:66). 
 

אׇהֳלֵיהֶם״  מֵחִים״  —״לְׁ טָהֳרָה, ״שְׁׂ אוּ נָשֵיהֶם בְׁ כוּ וּמָצְׁ טובֵי לֵב״  —שֶהָלְׁ כִינָה, ״וְׁ שֶכׇל  —שֶנֶהֱנוּ מִזִיו הַשְׁ
בֵן זָכָר, ״עַל כׇל הַטּובָה״  תו בְׁ רָה אִשְׁ עַבְׁ אֶחָד נִתְׁ חַיֵי  —אֶחָד וְׁ זוּמָּנִין לְׁ כֶם מְׁ רָה לָהֶם: כוּלְׁ אָמְׁ תָה בַת קול וְׁ שֶיָצְׁ

 הָעולָם הַבָא. 
 
This verse may be expounded as follows: The words “To their tents” indicate “that they 
went and found their wives in” a state of “purity,” as the terms tent and house often de-
note one’s wife. The term “joyful” is referring to the fact “they had enjoyed the splendor of 
the Divine Presence,” as there was a revelation of the Divine Presence when the offerings 
were sacrificed in the Temple. The phrase “and glad of heart” refers to the fact that “each 
of their wives conceived a male child.” The words “for all the goodness” indicate “that a 
Divine Voice issued forth and said to them: All of you are designated for life in the World-
to-Come,” which is the ultimate good (Moed Katan 9A). It is as if the Bas Kol now said: 
“You have consoled Me, My children, You have consoled Me, My children.”      
 נחמתני בני נחמתני בני         
 
In other words, this 14-day celebration was a Tikkun (repair) for the one day of calamity 
which introduced idolatry just weeks after the historic event of Matan Torah. The  
Mishkan/Temple which was necessitated because of the sin of the Eigel, and Yom Kippur 
which had its roots in that sin, all come together in this great feast.  
 
May we all be witness again to the building of the Third Beit Hamikdash, which if  
inaugurated on Yom Kippur, will lead us to feasting and not fasting on that day.  May that 
day come soon and in our time. 
 
 
 
*  Baraita – Teachings in the oral law not incorporated in the Mishnah 

lss.org
http://www.lss.org
mailto:officers@lss.org

