




RECEPTION 

WELCOME      Margy-Ruth and Perry Davis, Dinner Chairs 

 

TRIBUTE TO CHAZZAN SHERWOOD GOFFIN z”l   Rabbi Shaul Robinson 

       Batya Goffin 

       Chazzan Yanky Lemmer 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD     Paula and Nathan Vogel 

       Alan Samuels, LSS President, award presentation 

DINNER IS SERVED 

                                  
 

 

 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AWARD    Talia and Liron David  

       Rabbi Joshua Rosenfeld, award presentation 

 

GUESTS OF HONOR     Judith Weil and Lloyd Epstein 

       Rabbi Shaul Robinson, award presentation 

 

CLOSING REMARKS     Alan Samuels 

 

BIRKAT HAMAZON 

SIMCHA DANCING 

DESSERT AND COFFEE 

PROGRAM 



RABBI SHAUL ROBINSON  
Senior Rabbi 
 
Tonight's dinner is a celebration of everything that makes the 
Jewish Community and Lincoln Square Synagogue so special. 
Collectively our honorees, dinner and journal committees and 
everyone involved stand for a vision of a beautiful, bountiful, 
vibrant, growing, inclusive and meaningful Jewish future in 
America and in the State of Israel. 
 

Lloyd and Judith, Liron and Talia and Nathan and Paula  
represent the very best of our amazing Synagogue.  
Collectively, they represent every part of our community,  
every minyan, Beginners, Hashkama, Main and Rabbi Hershel 
Cohen. They represent leadership and devotion to Torah study, 
tefillah, chesed, Zionism, Israel, Young Leadership, Youth Department, Cultural Activities, Movie 
Committee, Home Hospitality, Tzedakah, Welfare and much more. 
 

I count myself much more than a friend of tonight's honorees - I consider myself a student. I have 
watched how each one of them has made a conscious decision to engage in a profound way with a 
myriad of Jewish causes, each brings their professionalism, love and commitment to profoundly  
impact on the lives of many hundreds of people embarked on a journey of greater and deeper  
leadership in our shul,  
 

Tonight's dinner is also in tribute to the memory of our beloved Chaz zt'l, who we miss every day 
and especially tonight. How he graced every dinner with his warmth, love and smile. How he  
presided over every dinner, - signing the anthems, adding musical joy and dignity to the  
proceedings. Thank you, dear Batya for gracing us with your presence tonight and sharing words of 
remembrance. Our love and admiration for you and your family knows no bounds. 
 

Tonight's Dinner Committee, so fantastically led by Perry and Margy Ruth Davis and Journal  
Committee led by Limor Zahav and Yitzy Rubin - with whom it is has been an amazing honor to 
work with this year, have done a spectacular job. 
 

My thanks to all the volunteers Mark Roberts, Sandy Gross Haviv Zahav, Gale and James Kaufman, 
Nizza and Micah Bloomfield, Jaime Nussbaum Sara Brzowsky, Rose Landowne, Janet Horwitz, 
Shirley Wald, Joe Blank Martha Steinmetz, Gloria Kestenbaum, Bina Presser and Melanie Miller - 
what an amazing dinner you have produced! 
 

As the Rabbi of LSS I get to work with an amazing team of clergy, and professional staff - to Rabbi 
Rosenfeld, Chazzan Lemmer, Zissy Turner, Zac Schwartz, Mendel and Ariella Lazaros, Julie  
Rosenthal, Devora Movtady and Stephanie Iskhakov, I am grateful for the leadership and service of 
every one of you.  
 

But last and not least - to my 'team' my friends, my support system, my besties - Tamar Fix and Alan 
Samuels - without you, I would be lost. So please accept my deepest thanks - for everything. 
 
Shaul Robinson 



RABBI JOSH ROSENFELD 
Assistant Rabbi 

          
 

In the first chapter of Pirkei Avot (no. 5), we are exhorted by the  
Rabbis to ensure that our homes are ones the are worthy of the title  בית

 a meeting place, a home, for the wise, for the study  -ועד לתלמידי חכמים 
of Torah and for the service of God. While the Rabbi’s charge was  
primarily referring to our private homes - highlighting the need to  
ensure that our private, inner lives reflect the way in which we serve 
god in public, it is also important to ensure that there is a beautiful 
public meeting place of Torah that we may emulate in the first place.  
If our public meeting place for Torah and service of God is not one 
that embodies the highest religious, human ideals, then what kind of a 
bees va’ad could we possibly hope to create in our own private spheres? 
 

Luckily, we of the LSS community have just such a public meeting place - our beautiful Shul, which 
also paradoxically feels like an intimate, private home for all of us and our families as well. Our 
Rabbi, HaRav Shaul Robinson, shlita, exemplifies the highest ideals of human character. On a  
personal note, besides that which I learn from him every day, I would like to express the deepest 
 ,for a Rabbinic career of my own that would not have been without him. We have officers הכרת הטוב 
trustees, governors, and a president, who care deeply about all that is right when building a Torah 
community, fulfilling their holy work with a profound sense of mission and integrity. We have quite 
possibly the most diverse membership - families, singles, friends young and old - of any Orthodox 
congregation around, and we are all the more enriched and vitalized because of it. We also have 
those unique individuals who rise above and beyond in their sense of duty, עבודת הקודשto the Shul 
and to the community at large.  Without their energies, efforts, and considerable expenditure of time 
on all of our behalf, the beauty that is LSS would be somewhat less vibrant.  It is therefore fitting 
that we pause in our busy lives and fulfill yet another ethical maxim of the Rabbis - the of  
recognizing those who are עוסק בצרכי ציבור באמונה even as we pray that God himself will be  משלם
 .(Avot 2:3 שכרם(
 

Judith Weil & Lloyd Epstein, our Guests of Honor, have been pillars of the community for many 
years.  Whether serving on various educational committees or in executive capacities, they have 
demonstrated the kind of lay leadership that makes our Shul and community so vibrant, welcoming, 
and well-run. Mazal Tov on this well-deserved honor.  
 

Talia & Liron David, our Young Leadership awardees, epitomize all that is beautiful, exciting,  
vibrant, and good in the LSS community. We are so grateful for the friendship we share with people 
of the highest possible caliber.  Talia is a ba’alat hosed, a caring,  devoted mother and never asks for 
recognition or accolades for all she does.  Liron is one of the most giving people I have met,  
generous with his time, expertise, and guidance.  He is honest, upright, thirsty for Torah and for  
Judaism, which he and Talia so passionately impart to their kids.  We are so lucky to be members of 
a Shul and community that is blessed to hav you, and consider ourselves even luckier to call you 
friends.  We look forward to calling you both for many, many more years to come. Mazal Tov.  
Paula & Nathan Vogel, our community service honorees, are so well deserving. They are well-
known for their tireless efforts on behalf of Israel - related events and advocacy in our Shul, a  
passion they have expertly transmitted to their children.  Additionally, they are integral in ensuring 
the our adult education and cultural programming like films and speakers are absolute top-notch 
quality.  Because of them ad their commitment to our Shul, our community is a more vibrant and 
connected place.  Mazal Tov.  
 

With the deepest respect, הכנעה joy, and thanks to God that we are a part of all this, 
Josh, Chani & Sofie 



 

ALAN SAMUELS, President 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

What is the Lincoln Square Synagogue community? Who are the members of our community? 
While our membership is diverse and eclectic, what our members have in common with each other 
is a commitment to the betterment of our kehila, both close and extended. We don’t require that our 
members “give back” to the community – financially or otherwise. We don’t require that they  

become role-models for the rest of the community. But invariably they do. 
 

As I tell anyone who asks, my job as president is pretty easy. Our lay leaders and volunteers make it 
easy. They give of themselves each and every day, working with our wonderful and devoted clergy,  

cantorial, office and building staff to provide the programs, services and events that enhance our 
lives and the lives of those around us. Once again, I can hardly find words of high enough praise for 
this year’s honorees. There has been universal recognition that we have chosen people who truly  

embody what is great, and what we love, about Lincoln Square Synagogue. 
 

Our Guests of Honor are Judith Weil and Lloyd Epstein. I can’t begin to tell you how much I have 
learned from their acts of chesed, generosity and leadership. So much of what is great about our  

educational and hospitality programs has been generated on their watch. There is even more behind 
the scenes that makes sure that everything runs better for all of us. They truly embody the “pay it 
forward” theme of our 2019 Dinner. 
 

It is our pleasure to honor Talia and Liron David with the Young Leadership Award. They give of 
their time selflessly, tirelessly and repeatedly. Everything they have touched they have made better. 
There is no shortage of events at the shul that have benefited from their help – this Dinner included. 
 

 In honoring a couple with our Community Service Award, there is no more deserving team than 
Paula and Nathan Vogel. Our whole community has forged closer ties to Israel, with an astounding 
range of educational and cultural events. Nathan keeps us on top of all the topical issues in Israel, 
organizing and coordinating speakers, celebrations and classes, while Paula actually keeps us ahead 
of the important cultural trends, being part of the world-renowned LSS Film Club who brought us 
Shtisel, two years before it became the global cultural phenomenon it is today. 
 

With tremendous hakaras hatov, I thank our dinner chairs, Margy-Ruth and Perry Davis. Their  

long-standing dedication, phenomenal professionalism and meticulous attention to detail, have made 
this Dinner the triumphant feel-good event of our year. Our journal chairs, Limor Zahav and Yitzy 
Rubin, round out the dream team of Lincoln Square lay leaders. They lead the way on bringing the 
boundless enthusiasm and creativity to all that they undertake. 
 

Looking forward to spending a wonderful evening with all of you. 



TAMAR FIX, Executive Director 
 

The notion of Paying it Forward is not new to us. The K’sav Sofer  
explains that when we left Mitzrayim, we should have left with just the shirts 
on our backs. Instead, we left with gold and silver from the Egyptians, and 
after the splitting of the Yam Suf our wealth increased immeasurably with 
Egyptian booty that washed ashore. Hashem handed all of this to us with one 
minor request. When we take the wealth He gave us and pass it around, we 
are asked not to derive any benefit from it. We are told to lend it to your fel-
low Jew without a profit. Whether we are literal in our understanding of 
“wealth” or extend the definition to the other areas of “wealth” in our lives is 
entirely up to us. We are all blessed in ways that others are not. Some of us 
with financial wealth while others have a wealth of talents and abilities. Eve-
ryone in this room has something that is valuable to another that they can 
give-be it time, your presence and expertise, a listening ear, a kind word. All we have we owe to Hashem. 
How fitting then, that as a sign of Hakarat Hatov, we commit to paying it forward. The honorees tonight 
have paid it forward in ways so valuable to our shul and our community and for that we are forever grateful.  
 

Mazal Tov to Judith & Lloyd! Lloyd-perhaps the single most expression for a shul of paying it forward is 
serving as shul President. A “job” that requires time, dedication, insight and sensitivity even as other respon-
sibilities lay on one’s plate. Your service to the shul as gabbai also exemplifies your character and giving na-
ture. Judith-Your passion for the Hospitality Committee, the Hashkama minyan, and other shul efforts only 
serves as an example of your chesed, generosity & leadership. Mazal Tov to Talia & Liron! It has been a 
pleasure getting to know you and seeing first hand through your patience, keen eye, and positive attitude, just 
how lucky we are to have you as members. Your involvement in & commitment to our Youth Department 
truly makes a difference and your ideas infuse our events and department with a sense of fun, vitality and 
exciting energy that is imperative when running a successful youth department. Mazal Tov to Paula & Na-
than! Paula, your  effor ts with Robyn Samuels & Sara Brzowsky, to br ing quality films to LSS has re-
sulted in packed rooms, lively conversations, eye opening realizations, and plenty of evenings of pure enter-
tainment. One of the most powerful things for a shul to accomplish is to simply get people through the door. 
Our film presentations do just that and then some. Nathan- we have worked together now for several years 
and it is a privilege to be in a position to support your vision and ideas. A Nathan Vogel production results in 
a packed house and many happy members and all I need to do is let you do you. I am grateful to you for pay-
ing it forward in a way that connects us to our homeland and furthers our commitment and support of Israel.  
 

Tonight’s Dinner Committee Chairs, Margy Ruth & Perry Davis have given of themselves tirelessly to this 
process. I am left amazed at their attention to detail, their precision, follow through, creativity and team 
work. During hours & after hours of their own demanding jobs they have been immersed in dinner prepara-
tion. Tamar Feld- I feel as if I know you-thank you for all of your hard work on our annual dinner. Sincere 
thanks to the entire Dinner Committee for giving of yourselves so fully and with such dedication. Thank you 
to our Journal Committee-Yitzy Rubin & Limor Zahav. It goes without saying that the financial well-
ness of our shul is the foundation upon which we can build from. From there we can offer minyanim, shiur-
im, programming and support to our community that we so desire to offer. Thank you for paying it forward. 
Thank you to Rose Landowne who creates our journal each year. Thank you for your time and patience!
Thank you to the Seating Committee and to all the volunteers along the way that have been a part of bringing 
this memorable evening to fruition…thank you. We see you, we appreciate you, and we are grateful to you. 
 

Thank you to Alan Samuels. You place value on something because others do and that, to me, shows a 
level of care & sensitivity that is truly admirable. Thank you for your strong leadership and support.  
Thank you to Rabbi Robinson. Your  commitment to members and their  needs is boundless. Your  hon-
est and sincere desire to highlight our shul and bring it to people’s minds in the most positive of lights is in-
spiring. You have chosen and choose every day to pay it forward here, at LSS and we are each the benefi-
ciaries of that choice. Thank you to Rabbi Rosenfeld, Chazzan Yanky Lemmer and Chazzan Yisroel Lesch-
es, Zissy Turner, Zac Schwartz, Devora Movtady, Julie Rosenthal, Stephanie Iskhakov, Ariella & 
Mendel Lazaros, and to our facility team…thank you, thank you, thank you. 
 

Sadly, this year we lost our beloved Chaz. From here on out the annual dinner and every day in between will 
always have a void that cannot be filled, a space reserved in our hearts for our Chazzan Goffin. I will end 
with the Chaz’s words from last year’s dinner journal…”May The Kadosh Baruch Hu bless each and every 
one of you, and grant each of you long life, good health, and much nachat from your beautiful families.”  



YANKY LEMMER 
Chazzan 

 

Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
This years dinner is unique.  
נּו ַהּיֹום מָּ ה עִּ ֵאת ֲאֶשר ֵאיֶנּנּו פֹּ ה וְׁ נֹו פֹּ י ֶאת ֲאֶשר ֶישְׁ  כִּ
 
To be part of a tribute ‘remembering’ the Chaz is something I’ll never quite be ready for.  
But if there is one thing that the Chaz taught us, it is to act today with purpose toward the  
future. With that, onto the honorees.  
 
Judith and Lloyd, my first presidential couple. Beyond our working relationship I valued and 
continue to value your breadth of Torah knowledge and your enthusiasm in acquiring it. I will 
also always remember the warmth you showed us when we first came to LSS and you 
opened your home for us so graciously. Well deserved, Mazal Tov! 
 
Talia and Liron, from that time a few years ago when both our families had a meal in a hotel 
room, we instantly clicked. Yours and your children’s joie de vivre is contagious beyond  
description. Also, Liron, the many times you’ve quietly stepped up to the plate to help out 
with events cannot be praised enough. Not just that you do it all, but how. So well deserved, 
Mazal Tov! 
 
Nathan and Paula, It is hard to imagine anything Israel in our community without you.  
Your passion and drive to mobilize and educate us all about everything Israel is something 
we do not take for granted. Mazal Tov! 
 
 חזן יעקב לעממער
Yanky & Yudit Lemmer 



YISROEL LESCHES  
Assistant Chazzan  

 

Dear Friends, 
 
To Judith Weil and Lloyd Epstein, our Guests of Honor:  
Tonight we thank you for your boundless commitment and devotion to LSS. Your dedicated 
efforts towards the growth and future of our community are an inspiration to us. This tribute 
to you is our community's celebration of all you have accomplished on its behalf. We wish 
you an enormous Mazal Tov! 
 
Liron David, we first met a decade ago, when Eventique was in its infancy. It has been  
incredible to watch you guide and grow it into the industry powerhouse it is today. You and 
Talia have brought that same leadership and vigor to your combined efforts in growing the 
LSS community. Mazal Tov on so deservedly receiving the LSS Young Leadership Award. 
 
To Paula and Nathan Vogel, recipients of the Community Service Award: You are a couple 
that exemplifies chessed and graciousness, and we are honored to know you. Thank you for 
your selfless work on behalf of our kehilla. Mazal Tov! 
 
Looking forward to an incredible evening with the entire LSS community, 
 
Yisroel & Ruthy Lesches 



 
The Chaz:  

Beloved Founding Chazzan 

SHERWOOD GOFFIN זצ׳׳ל 
1941-2019 



JUDITH WEIL & LLOYD EPSTEIN 
 

GUESTS OF HONOR 
 
 
 
 
Starting off in the Beginner’s service in 1980, under the watchful guidance of Rabbi  

Buchwald, Lloyd and Judith have built a wonderful home full of Torah, hospitality  

and chesed.  Judith’s name is probably familiar as a founder and organizer of our hospitality  

projects and you probably know Lloyd best from checking your bag as member of the  

Shabbat morning security team.  And, yes, he was also a Shul president.  

 

As LSS has enriched the lives of the Weil Epstein family they have transformed so many  

other members of the community by their countless hours of volunteer service, acts of chesed 

and deep devotion to LSS. We are deeply grateful to them and are please to honor them at 

this year’s annual dinner.  

 

Mazal Tov and Yasher Koach! 



TALIA & LIRON DAVID 
YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD 

 

 

 
Born and bred on the Upper West Side, Liron David’s roots run deep at Lincoln Square  

Synagogue. In joy, Rabbi Riskin officiated at his parents’ wedding. And years later,  

when Rafi and Julie David became ill and passed away, Rabbi Robinson was there for  

comfort and encouragement. The David family remains deeply moved by the community’s 

steadfast support. 

  

Liron and Talia are active members of the Rabbi Cohen Memorial Minyan, where Liron is a 

lyrical ba’al tefilla. Both Liron and Talia are leaders of the LSS youth department and help to 

organize Shabbat and holiday programming. Drawing on his expertise as an event planner, 

LSS depends on Liron to help produce events such as movie night and the annual dinner. 

  

Talia and Liron are the parents of Jack, Sam and Mia – the third generation of David  

members at LSS. 



PAULA & NATHAN VOGEL 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

 

 
 

Paula and Nathan Vogel are recipients of the LSS Community Service Award at this year’s 

annual dinner. Given their devotion to our shul, it is Paula and Nathan who honor us with 

their service. 

 

Nathan has organized dozens of Israel-related programs for LSS. He arranged a solidarity 

mission to Southern Israel following the 2014 Gaza War. Along with sparkling lectures by  

Israeli rabbis, scientists, authors... and even a former Mossad agent, Nathan’s creative  

programs have included the Shalva Band, a tribute to wounded Israeli war heroes and the 

weekly Chug Ivrit. In addition, Nathan has collected and shipped tons of used clothing to 

Jewish communities in the Former Soviet Union. 

  

Paula is one of the leaders of the LSS Film Club. She is very active in the West Side Gemach 

which has helped clothe dozens of needy Jews in our community, and she has been involved 

with the Food Funnel. 

 

Together, Paula and Nathan are a “just-do-it” couple, exemplifying all the good that “paying 

it forward” can accomplish. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 

JUDITH WEIL & LLOYD EPSTEIN 
GUESTS OF HONOR 

 
TALIA & LIRON DAVID 

YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD 
 

PAULA & NATHAN VOGEL 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

 
 

Many Thanks to 
The Staff of LSS: 

 

Tamar Fix, Executive Director 
Stephanie Iskhakov, Event and Media Coordinator 

Devora Movtady, Business Manager 
Julie Rosenthal, Administrative Assistant 

 
Thank you to our Group Ad Coordinators 

 
 
 
 

~The 2019 Dinner and Journal Committee~ 



 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE 
Fifty Fifth Annual Journal Dinner 

 

DINNER CHAIRS  
 

Margy-Ruth and Perry Davis  
 

DINNER COMMITTEE  
 

Nitza & Micah Bloomfield  
Sara Brzowsky  
Sandy Gross  

Gale & James Kaufman  
Rose Landowne  

Elana & James Nussbaum  
Mark Roberts 

 Limor & Haviv Zahav  
 

JOURNAL CHAIRS  
 

Yitzy Rubin  
Limor Zahav  

 

SEATING COMMITTEE 
 

Joe Blank 
Margy-Ruth Davis 

Tamar Fix 
Melanie Miller 

Martha Steinmetz 
Shirley Wald 

 

TRUSTED ADVISORS 
 

Karen Eisner 
Gloria Kestenbaum 
Paris Wald-Stulbach 

 

OFFICE VOLUNTEER 
 

Janet Horwitz 



180 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, NY 10023 

212-874-6100 
www.lss.org 


