
 

  
 ECHOD 

 
4:38pm Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 
Friday Night 
 
4:40pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in Nathaniel Richman Cohen  
 Sanctuary. Services officiated and Dvar Torah given by  
 Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  
 Davening led by Chazzzan Yisroel Lesches. 
 
Shabbat Morning 
 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a  
 shiur on the third floor given by Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff. 
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
 Drasha given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson. Davening led by  
 Chazzan Yisroel Lesches. 
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201 
9:40am Latest Shema 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash  
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, Rm 208/210) 
 
Shabbat Afternoon 
 
3:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society: Meets in the Shele  
 Danishefsky Covlin Foyer to visit patients at Mount Sinai West. 

(New volunteers needed and welcome) 
3:10pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash 
3:40pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim  
 Buchwald in Rm 211 
3:40pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur  
 in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by  
 Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff on "The Current War in Israel: 

Law, Theology and Public Policy ” 
4:25pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff will be 

speaking on “The Synagogue and the Stadium: Reflections on 
the Siyum Hashas” 

5:39pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends 

Shaul Robinson  Josh Rosenfeld Sherwood Goffin z”l   Yanky Lemmer Tamar Fix Alan Samuels 

Senior Rabbi Assistant Rabbi Founding Chazzan   Cantor Executive Director President 

Parshat Shemot 21 Tevet 5780 Jan 17-18, 2020 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

Weekly    Prayer  Schedule:   January  19-24     

Day Sunday:  Monday: 
MLK Day 

Tuesday: Wednesday:  Thursday: Friday: 

Daf Yomi 7:45am 7:45am 6:20am 6:20am 6:15am 6:20am 

Shacharit 7:10am, 8:30am 7:00am, 8:30am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 
Candle Lighting      4:46pm 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 4:45pm 4:50pm 4:50pm 4:50pm 4:50pm 4:50pm 

HOSPITALITY NEEDS: Please host our Rabbinic Intern and Community Educator for Shabbat meals and /or  lodging.  
Please email hospitality@lss.org with the subject line "Intern" and your availability to meet our current needs. 

LSS Community Intern, Mindy Schwartz Zolty and her husband Yoni are in need of meals on January 31-February 1, and February 7-8.  

LSS Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff is in need of meals and lodging on February 14-15.  

 

Margy-Ruth Davis for writing this week’s Dvar Torah. 

HAKARAT HATOV 

 
Community Security Service (CSS), a not-for-profit organization is now in 
many synagogues in the tri-state area. The team participates in ongoing 
training each year and collaborates closely with the NYPD, CSS and  
security teams at other synagogues. CSS will be providing the following 
courses so now is the time to join the LSS Security Team: 
 
January 2020 – Active Shooter Training 
February 2020 - L2, Advanced training  
February 2020 – ROAM, advanced training course for “YP” 
  
Qualifications – You’ll need to be a member of LSS, be fit and able to 
stand guard outside of the Synagogue and complete the L1 Basic  
Training. To apply please email security@lss.org quoting: Each course  
of interest, Name (first, last), Contact number (cell phone) and any 
Affiliations to Jewish Organizations 

SECURITY UPDATE 

Hashkama Kiddush: Sponsored by the generous contributions to the 
Fund.  
 
Main Kiddush: Join us for a dairy Kiddush courtesy of LSS 
 
Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan: Beth and David Badner  
in honor of Mikaila Badner's birthday.  
 
Beginners Kiddush: Sponsored in loving memory of Farokh and Shmuel 
Shoshani z”l and in honor of Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald. 
 
Seudah Shlishit: Sponsors welcome. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Upcoming Main Kiddush Sponsorship Availability: 
 

January 25 
February 1 
February 8 

 

To sponsor, please visit www.lss.org/requestkiddush or contact  
Julie Rosenthal at 212-874-6100 ext. 105 or julie@lss.org. 

MAIN KIDDUSH  

 

Please note: the office will be closed on Martin Luther King Day:  
Monday, January 20 

Prashat Vaera/Shabbat Mevarchim (1/25) - Chazzan Yanky Lemmer 
Parshat Beshalach (2/8) - Chazzan Yanky Lemmer 

Parshat Yitro (2/15) - Chazzan Yisroel Lesches 
 

For more information on upcoming Chazzans,  
please visit www.lss.org/chazzan. 

UPCOMING CHAZZAN SCHEDULE 



 

Sunday: 
 

 *(Cancelled this week) Sunday Morning Responsa                               
with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; Takes place after the 2nd Minyan.             
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  

 

Monday: 
 
 What a Jew Believes: Practicing Faith in a Skeptical World led by Rabbi 

Shaul Robinson. 1:00pm-2:00pm Topic: G-d Does He Exist, and What 
Does He Want From Me? Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Tuesday: 
 

 *(Please note the date change) Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein 
7:00pm-8:15pm. In this class, we read articles from the Israeli press, 
watch videos of news stories,      documentaries and comedy clips, listen 
to (and sing along!) to Israeli songs and chat in Ivrit. This year, we will 
have a special focus on Israeli poetry. Location: Rm 206/207   

 
 *(Cancelled until further notice) The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in 

the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am. 
Location: Rm LL201  

 
 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by Ron 

Platzer: 7:30pm-8:30pm. Location: Rm 211 
 

Wednesday: 
 

 Beit Midrash night: The Subversive Religious Poetry of Yehuda 
Amichai given by Sara Brzowsky: 7:00pm-8:00pm Location: Rm 207 

 
 What a Jew Believes: Practicing Faith in a Skeptical World led by Rabbi 

Shaul Robinson. 7:00pm-8:00pm Topic: G-d Does He Exist, and What 
Does He Want From Me? Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Thursday: 
 

 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 
11:30am-12:30pm. Last Week’s Topic: Should You Show Your             
Jewishness in Public? Location: Rm LL201. 

 
 *(Cancelled until further notice) The Jacob Adler Parsha Class           

Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson:   
7:00pm-8:00pm. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 
Join Rabbi Shaul Robinson as he offers this exciting new mini  
series for beginners, intermediate, and advanced alike! 
What a Jew Believes: Practicing Faith in a Skeptical World 
 

01/27 @ 1:00pm & 01/29 @ 7:00pm   
The Jewish People - Chosen, but why? And For What? 
 

02/03 @1:00pm & 02/05 @ 7:00pm 
Prayer - Does G-d listen? And why is shul always the same? 
 

02/10 @ 1:00pm & 02/12 @ 7:00pm 
Torah From Heaven? Did G-d really speak and does He ever change  
His mind? 
 

*(Please note the new dates) 03/02 @ 1:00pm & 03/04 @ 7:00pm 
The Money in My Pocket - Who does it belong to and what should I do 
with it? 
 
 
Save the Date: 
 

Tuesday, February 11: Introduction to Bible: The 10 Commandments 
with Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald: 6:30pm-8:00pm 
An in-depth study and analysis of the Decalogue (the Ten  
Commandments) and other basic biblical texts. The religious significance 
of the Bible, scriptural exegesis and the relationship of the written and 
oral law will be discussed and analyzed. To register, please call  
212-874-6100 or register online at www.lss.org/beginners. Cost: $90,  
Free to LSS Members. No one will be turned away for lack of funds.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday, January 28: Meeting of the Board of Trustees and  
 Governors: 7:00pm Location: Ballroom 
 

Thursday, January 30: Membership Meeting: 8:00pm  
 Location: Ballroom 
 

Shabbat, February 1: Beginners Luncheon  
 The cost is only $25 per person. Register and pay online 

at www.lss.org/beginners or call 212-874-6100. Please make your 
reservations and payment by Thursday, January 30th. Special meal 
requests must be submitted no later than Tuesday, January 28th.  

 

Sunday, February 2: LSS Presents A Mother Daughter Lunch and 
Learn: 12:00pm Join our Community Intern, Mindy Schwartz 
Zolty, for this four part mini series. We invite you to connect with 
your daughters through Torah study, a delicious lunch, and through 
the empowerment of coming together with other Jewish women. 
To register, please visit www.lss.org/event/miniseries.  

 Lunch generously sponsored by Sara & Brad Nash in honor of her 
daughters, Gaby and Elana Nash, and in memory of their great 
grandmothers, Gertrude Silverman, Charlotte Siris, Chickie Witten, 
and Lillie Nash. We are looking for sponsors for the last two classes. 
If you are interested in sponsoring the lunch portion, please email  

 info@lss.org. Thank you and we look forward to learning together! 
 

Shabbat, February 8: Women’s Tefillah Group Presents: Tu B’Shvat 
Oneg: 3:45pm WTG will be highlighting elements of the  

 Kabbalistic Tu B’Shvat seder and its corresponding fruits.  
 A representative of JNF will also join us to celebrate the New Year 

of Trees. So girls and woman have your Tu B’Shvat fruit dessert 
with us!  

 

Motzei Shabbat,  February 8: Meet the Real Fauda Soldiers: 8:00pm 
the Netflix series Fauda took America by storm as it depicted the 
operations of the special forces IDF Duvdevan unit, These soldiers 
specialize in anti-terrorist warfare, well behind enemy lines and are 
generally under cover.In this special program, you will meet two 
graduates of the Duvdevan unit. Please note, They are not FAUDA 
actors, rather real, former Duvdevan IDF Officers who will give  
first-hand accounts of the work of this elite unit. The Duvdevan 
Foundation supports bereaved family members who have lost a 
loved one in active combat, helps sustain soldiers on active duty 
and enables Duvdevan veterans to transition back to civilian life. 
Advance registration: $50 (LSS members), $60 (non-members).  
At the door (if still available, $80). To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/therealfauda. 

 

Sunday, February 9: Mental Health First Aid Training: 10:00am 
 Presented by Lincoln Square Synagogue, Congregation Ohab Zedek, 

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue, and West Side Institutional. 
MHFAT provides proven practices that will help you recognize the 
early signs and symptoms of mental illness and substance misuse. 
Certificate of completion will be presented to participants. This 
training will be a mixture of lecture style and breakout sessions 
facilitated by a mental health professional. Lunch will be provided.  

 To register, please visit www.lss.org/event/mentalhealth. 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

FOOD FUNNEL: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The LSS food funnel needs an handful of volunteers to bring bread 
from Orwasher’s East Side bakery to some organizations that  
distribute the bread to people in need. Volunteers would be  
scheduled for about 8 evenings a year. For more information,  
please contact Food Funnel coordinator Philip Gassel at  
philip.gassel@gmail.com. 

LSS BAT MITZVAH PROJECT 
 

Women if you’ve never had a Bat Mitzvah or haven’t read from the 
Torah sign up now at LSSbatmitzvah@gmail.com. Read only 3-4  
sentences and we help you do it with recordings and mentors.  
Assignments given early February allowing for lots of prep time for 
the Shabbat May 9th reading.  

http://www.lss.org/beginners


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Ariella and Mendel Lazaros 

 

Upcoming Events:  
To sponsor an event please email youth@lss.org 
 
Shabbat, January 18: Chess Tournament: 10:30am 
To sponsor new chess boards for the Youth Department, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/chess. 
 
Sunday, January 26: Teen Minyan Bagels & Schmear: 9:45am 
 
Motzei Shabbat, February 8: Youth and Teen Musical Havdalah with 
Chazzan Lemmer. More information to follow. 
 
Shabbat, February 22: Parshat Mishpatim Teen Minyan: 10:00am 
If you’d like to lead any part of the Shabbat service (Kriyah Hatorah, 
Haftorah, Shacharit, Musaf) please speak directly to Mendel or  
email youth@lss.org. 
 
Sunday, March 8: LSS Annual Youth Department Purim Carnival 
The Purim Carnival is the main fundraiser for the LSS Youth  
Department. We need your support for another incredible decade.  
To donate, please email youth@lss.org. 
 
Sunday, March 29: Dorot Passover Package Delivery  
(Volunteer Mission) Save the date. More information to follow. 

 Seedlings  (2 years old) Room 210         זרעים 

שורשים    Roots    (3-4 years old) Room 211  

 Buds         (K-1st) Room 208 ניצנים 

          Flowers    (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים 

   Branches  (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים 

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT  

 
Answers: 
 
1. Moshe’s mother, Yocheved 
2. Miriam was five years older and Aharon was three years older 
3. Tzipporah was Yitro’s oldest daughter and she married Moshe 
4. Midian 
5. Through a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire 

 
Dvar Torah:  
 
Last week, we recited “Chazak, Chazak” together, in unison, after  
finishing Sefer Bereishit, the first book of the Torah. This week, we will 
begin the second of the Five Books of Moses, Sefer Shemot. Shemot 
begins by stating that Yosef and all of his generations died and a new 
Pharaoh was now in charge of Egypt. This new leader “didn’t know 
Yosef” or any of his children and therefore did not care about all the 
good that Yosef had done for the people of Egypt. The Pharaoh was evil, 
enslaved Bnei Yisrael, and decreed that all newborn Jewish baby boys 
must be killed immediately. The parsha notes that the Jewish midwives 
did not obey this horrible edict, and a few pesukim later, we are  
introduced to Yocheved, the mother of Moshe. When Moshe was born, 
Yocheved, and her daughter Miriam, decided to hide Moshe in a basket 
and float him down the river to possible safety. Bat Pharaoh, the  
daughter of the Pharaoh, found baby Moshe and ultimately hired 
Yocheved to be his wet nurse.  
 
As Moshe grew up in Pharaoh's palace, he knew he was different.  
He once saw a Jewish man being beaten up by an Egyptian soldier and 
got so angry that he killed the Egyptian. He then ran away into the  
Midianite desert where he met his wife Tzipporah and had two children. 
Moshe was living as a shepherd when one day he happened upon a 
burning bush, but the bush wasn’t being consumed by the flames. 
Moshe heard a heavenly voice that told him to take off his shoes, for he 
was in a holy place. Hashem told Moshe that he would be freeing the 
Jewish people from the evil Pharaoh. Moshe protested that he could 
not do this alone so Hashem commanded him to go with his brother 
Aharon and command Pharaoh to let the Jewish people go. When 
Moshe arrived, Pharaoh was so upset that he demanded the Jewish 
people work twice as hard, now making the mortar in addition to  
making the bricks.  

 
After Shul Ask Your Children: 
 
1. Who did Miriam bring to nurse baby Moshe? 
2. How many years older were Miriam and Aharon than their  

younger brother Moshe? 
3. Who was Yitro’s oldest daughter and whom did she marry? 
4. In what country did Moshe find his wife? 
5. How did Hashem reveal himself to Moshe? 

Schedule: 
 
10:00 am  Drop-Off (Rooms 208/210, 211) 
11:00 am  Davening, Circle Time and Baby & Me (208-210) 
11:10 am  Recreation, Games, and Rehydration 
11:30 am  Parsha & Candy: Meeting Moshe 
11:45 am  Groups End 



 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org. 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Alan Samuels, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Morey Wildes, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer  Jay Ziffer, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Rande Price, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

 
We are currently looking for writers for: 

 
Parshat Tazria-Metzora (4/25) 

Parshat Emor (5/9) 
Parshat Behar-Bechukotai (5/16) 

 
Email dvar@lss.org or see Bill Greenbaum in shul. 

Parshat Shemot 
January 17-18 
By: Margy-Ruth Davis 
 

Who Was Pharaoh’s Daughter? 
 
We begin our Torah portion with five mysterious women. Each has a 
role in ensuring Moshe’s birth and survival. We learn the names of only 
two – the midwives Shifra and Puah. As Moshe’s story unfolds, the 
three women who save him from certain death are nameless.  
 
Yocheved and Miriam, Moshe’s mother and sister, are identified in 
later chapters. Pharaoh’s daughter – who rescues Moshe from the Nile, 
names him and makes him her son – disappears from the text. 
 
Yet, the commentators are fascinated by her. Perhaps they wonder 
why someone who grows up in the palace – and whose father is  
considered a god by all of ancient Egypt – would do something so  
daring. Perhaps they are astonished by her compassion, at her ability to 
see a slave child and understand that he is as fully human as she. 
 
Can we learn any more about Pharaoh’s daughter? Many of the  
commentaries begin with an obscure pasuk, a verse in 1 Chronicles 
4:15. Let’s look at it closely. 
 
“And his wife, the Yehudiyya, bore Jered father of Gedor, Heber father 
of Soco, and Jekuthiel father of Zanoah. These were the sons of Bitya 
daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered married.” 
 
According to the Talmud, here is where we learn the name of  
Pharaoh’s daughter: Bitya, daughter of God. The midrash believes that 
God Himself names her. “Moshe was not your son, yet you called him 
your son. Although you are not My daughter, I will call you My  
Daughter” (Vayikra Rabbah 1:3).  
 
But the verse in Chronicles also calls her the Yehuddiya – an unlikely 
description for an Egyptian princess. Rabbi Shimon Ben Pazi comments, 
perhaps anachronistically, that she identified with the Yehudim, the 
Jews. She had gone down to the Nile to cleanse herself of idol worship 
(Megillah 13a).  
 
As we go deeper into the Chronicles verse, we read that Bitya gave 
birth to Jered, Heber and Jekuthiel. These are other names for Moshe; 
they are three of the ten names that he was given.  
 
But Bitya is not Moshe’s biological mother. As the Talmud seeks to  
explain the extent of her courage and her goodness, it uses this pasuk 

DVAR TORAH 

as the prooftext for a profound claim: “Anyone who raises an orphan boy 
or girl in his house, [this] verse credits him with having given birth to the 
child” (Megillah 13a). 
 
Of all of Moshe’s ten names, the Torah uses only the name he receives 
from Bitya when she draws him out of the water. The midrash imagines a 
conversation: “The Holy One said to Moshe: Behold, of all the names by 
which you are known, I call you only by the name that Bitya, Pharaoh’s 
daughter gave you” (Vayikra Rabba 1:3). 
 
At the end of our verse, we are told that Bitya marries Mered.  
The Talmud identifies Mered with Caleb, prince of the tribe of Yehuda. 
Joshua and Caleb rebelled (in Hebrew - marad) against the other  
meraglim, the spies who report that Canaan cannot be conquered.  
God said, “Let Caleb, who rebelled against the counsel of the spies, marry 
the daughter of Pharaoh, who rebelled against the idols of her father’s 
house” (Megillah 13a). 
 
While Pharaoh seeks to kill every Jewish son, it is his daughter who  
rescues the one infant who would save the Jewish people and cause his 
own death. In a great ironic twist, Bitya brings Moshe into Pharaoh’s own 
home. Shemot Rabah (1:26) expresses the love Bitya had for him, “The 
daughter of Pharaoh would kiss and hug and adore him as if he were her 
own son and she would not take him out of the king’s palace.” 
 
Our sages believe that Bitya was amply rewarded for her kindness.  
She was Pharaoh’s firstborn and should have died during the tenth 
plague. Hinting at their ongoing relationship, Moshe himself prayed on 
her behalf and she lived (Shemot Rabbah 18:3).   
 
Other midrashim tell us that Bitya was taken directly to Heaven and did 
not die. In Shemot Rabbah (20:4), God says to Pharaoh, “You threw the 
sons into the river, so I will throw you into the sea so that you are 
lost…but I will take your daughter and give her the Garden of Eden as her 
inheritance.”  
 
We are not meant to take these stories literally. In the liminal space  
between truth and fable, these midrashim point us to deeper verities.   
 
Bitya rebelled against injustice. Like Caleb, she defied her family and her 
peers in order to save Moshe. She believed that even a child of slaves 
deserves to live. She reached out for “the other,” the one who was unlike 
her in background and social class. That, too, is our task – to stretch  
beyond our own self-interest and to do what is right. 
 
  

Shabbat Shalom 

http://www.lss.org
mailto:officers@lss.org
lss.org
https://ischool.umd.edu/news/alumni-spotlight-independent-scholar-who-strives-be-autodidact-%E2%80%93-david-b-levy-mls-%E2%80%9894

