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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 25: FRIDAY FAST OF THE 10th OF TEVET  

Yakov and Diane Burstein 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

HARRY NEEDS A KIDNEY DONOR: Harry Stricker, beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and friend is in need of a kidney. With every passing minute the 
gift of a kidney for Harry becomes more urgent. The rewards of this gift is 
the GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING. It is not a Win/Lose. . . But a Win/Win. If 
you can save one life, you save the world. Please share this flyer with 
friends, relatives and coworkers. The more people who hear of the need, 
the more likely we are to find a donor. (Flyer in the online Echod)  

CHESED OPPORTUNITY  

 Fast begins at 6:07 a.m. and ends ends at 5:06 p.m.   

Shlomo Offer for writing this week’s Dvar Torah  

HAKARAT HATOV 

Lincoln Square Synagogue is happy to welcome you for prayer  
services. Here is how to secure a seat in shul, as we have a limited  
number during the pandemic - and what the rules of conduct are:  
 

In advance:  
[1] LSS members must pre-register using the link in the electronic Echod.  
[2] You will then receive a confirmation email.  
[3] Non LSS members are invited, but cannot use the link; they must email 
Rabbi Robinson to register: rabbi@lss.org   
 

Once in shul:  
[4] Observe social distancing  
[5] You must wear a face mask, covering your mouth and nose  
[6] No communal singing  
[7] Men must bring their own tallit on Shabbat  
[8] No seudah shlishit in shul; eat at home before Mincha  
[9] Read the complete Attendance Guide  (see the complete  
Attendance Guidelines in the electronic version of Echod)   
 

Shacharit: 
Sunday, December 27 & Friday, January 1 @ 8:30am 
Monday, December 28 — Thursday, December 31 @ 7:30am  
 

Mincha/Maariv:  
Sunday, December 27— Wednesday, December 30 @ 4:25pm 
Thursday, December 31 @ 4:30pm 

MINYAN INFORMATION 

UPCOMING EVENT 

The Hudson River boardwalk and pier are outside the Eruv, and carrying 
west of the West Side Highway is not permitted. For the full eruv map please 
visit www.lss.org/west-side-eruv.html.  *Please note due to construction 9 & 
10 Av between 20 & 22 St are not in the eruv until further notice*  

ERUV ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Wednesday, December 30:  
 

Big Stories of The Little Screen: Israeli television through the decades: 
8:00pm Israeli television has been, throughout the years, a source of  
influence on Israeli society and world Jewry. This program, led by Harel 
Fenigstein (UWS shaliach from the Jewish Agency), will explore the history 
Israeli TV through the decades and will include snippets from its shows. For 
more information about the program, email Harelf@jafi.org.  
 

Pre-registration required. 
To register, visit https://rebrand.ly/israelitv 

Lincoln Square Synagogue is dedicated to providing as inclusive of an  
experience as possible and making our events accessible to all. To that 
end, we’ve added the capability of live captioning for all of our zoom  
programming. We hope this helps you to enjoy the many wonderful  
lectures and programs we offer on zoom.  

LIVE CAPTIONING  

Friday Night:  
*Canceled this week* Zoom Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 
Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat at shul: 4:05pm  
Location:  Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.   
Shabbat Candle Lighting: 4:17pm  
Sunset (daven Mincha by): 4:34pm  
Repeat Shema: after 5:05pm 
 

Shabbat:  
Shabbat Morning Minyan at shul: 7:45am  
Location: Spira Family Terrace (weather permitting; if not, it will be in the 
Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary).  
Shabbat Morning Services at shul: 9:00am Location: Ballroom   
Beginners Service: 9:30am Location: Belfer Beit Midrash  
(pre-registration required)   
Latest Shema: 9:37am 
Terrace Minyan: 9:40am (weather permitting, if not it will be held in the 
Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary) 
Latest Shacharit: 10:24am 
Mincha followed by Maariv at shul: 4:15pm  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Sunset (daven Mincha by, and begin seudah shlishit by): 4:35pm  
Shabbat Ends: 5:18pm.  
Zoom Havdalah: 5:45pm (link in electronic Echod)  

 

Amir and Hadas Richulsky on the birth of their daughter, Elah.  
 

Gail Math Castagnello on the birth of a grandson, Jonas Jacob 
(Yonatan Yaakov). Mazel Tov to parents Bess Hannah and Simcha Fern and 
big sister Sloan Belle, (Ruth Faiga). May he grow up in Torah, chuppah and 
ma’asim tovim.  
 

Mrs. Eva Blank on the marriage of her grandson, Moshe, to Leora 
Wolff, daughter of Rabbi Daniel and Chaviva Wolff of Paramus NJ. Mazal 
Tov as well to Uncle Joe. 
 

Joyce and David Friedman on the upcoming marriage of their  
daughter, Rebecca, to Pierre Weil. The wedding, G-d willing, will take 
place on Sunday. Mazal tov to Rebecca’s siblings and to Pierre’s  
parents, Philippe and Catherine Weil of Brussels, Belgium. 
 
Esme Kamlet and  Matthew Blitzer  
on winning the Teen Instagram Chanukah Trivia Challenge!  

MAZAL TOV 

END OF YEAR GIVING 
Ways to Give and Support Lincoln Square Synagogue: 
 

Tax-Wise Strategies to Easily Maximize Your End-Year Gifts:  
 

Closing out past membership dues and charges, Qualified Charitable Distri-
butions from an IRA, Gifts of Cash, Gifts of Appreciated Securities, IRA Chari-
table Rollover, A tax free gift from your IRA, Gifts in Your Will or Revocable 
Trust, Gifts of Retirement Assets, Gifts of Real Estate, Gifts of Life Insurance, 
Long term appreciated securities If you have any questions please contact 
the shul office at info@lss.org or call 212-874-6100. To pay your balance 
online please visit www.lss.org/payment. Online payments can be made 
until 11:59pm Thursday, December 31. Reminder: you must be logged in.  



 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

   For access to all the Zoom links for these classes, please visit 
www.lss.org/learningopportunities.To dial into a class please call  

    646-876-9923 and enter the Meeting ID and password (if necessary)  
    associated with the class below. 

 
Sunday: 
 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld: 9:45am. 

Meeting ID: 827 823 0785 Password (if necessary): mds1234 
 
Monday: 
 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein: 7:00pm-8:15pm. In this class, we 

read articles from the Israeli press, watch videos of news stories,  
 documentaries and comedy clips, listen to (and sing along!) to Israeli 

songs and chat in Ivrit. Meeting ID: 85387443723 Password: 180613 
 Talmud Class with Rabbi Robinson: 8:00pm– 9:00pm We will be 

studying the second perek of Sanhedrin, that deals with Justice,  
 Governance,  Monarchy and the Legal System. Previous background 

will be useful but not essential - each shiur will focus on the text and 
classical commentaries, but will touch on contemporary and modern 
issues arising from the Gemara. Meeting ID: 916 3915 9514.  

Tuesday: 
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha”  
    led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am Meeting ID: 

241022510.  
 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by Ron 

Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 811 662 074 
 The Kohen: The inspired mind of a man of God. A new series explor-

ing the thought of R. Zadok of  Lublin. Led by Rabbi Rosenfeld. 
8:00pm.  Meeting ID:  827 823 0785  

 
Thursday: 
 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led 

by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm-8:00pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888.  
 Parashat HaShavua led by Rabbi. Moshe Sokolow: 8:15pm. Meeting 

ID: 846 701 6968. 

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

Dvar Torah:  
 
Last week’s Parsha ended when the Egyptian army found Yosef’s silver 
goblet in Binyamin’s saddle bag and Yosef declared that Binyamin will 
be imprisoned for his crime. This week’s Parshat Vaygiash begins when 
Yehuda approaches Yosef and asks that he please not arrest Binyamin 
as he’s the youngest child of their elder father and it would break his 
heart, so instead to arrest him. Yehuda pleads his case that he is  older, 
stronger, more experienced, and will add more value. Yosef starts to get 
emotional and can no longer keep up the act . Yosef sends his guards 
away while he reveals his true identity and tells the brothers, do not be 
afraid, this was part of Hashem’s plan because now he is in a position to 
help the family, Yosef tells them to bring their father because there are 
five more years of famine coming. The brothers returned to Kannan, 
but were afraid to tell Yakov the news because Yakov was now 130 
years old and for the last 22 years, had thought Yosef was dead. They 
didn’t want to put him into shock. 
 
Serach, the daughter of Asher played the harp. The brothers asked their 
niece to play a calming song on the harp and sing the lyrics, “Yosef is 
alive.” When Yakov overheard this song, he approached Serach to ask 
what this silly song was. Serach then told Yakov that Yosef is really alive 
and is the ruler of Egypt. The brothers then confirmed and that night, 
Hashem appeared to Yakov in a dream and told him don’t be afraid, he 
should go down to Egypt. 

Questions: 
 
1. Who volunteered themselves in place of Binyamin?  
2. How old was Yakov in this week’s Parsha?  
3. Why didn’t the brothers want to tell Yakov outright that Yosef was 

alive?  
4. Who revealed to Yakov that Yosef was still alive?  

Answers:  
 
1. Yehuda  
2. 130 years old 
3. The brothers didn’t want to put him into shock  
4. Serach, the daughter of Asher  

It shouldn't take a miracle to make Shabbos. In this time of increasing 
food insecurity, if you, or someone you know, needs Shabbos meals, 
please reach out to The Lea Serge Tomchei Shabbos Fund through the 
shul office. Contributions to the Fund are always welcome.  

THE LEA SERGE TOMCHEI SHABBOS FUND 

Boost Your Business for an entire month by placing an ad with LSS.  
Your ad will be featured in 3 locations! on our website homepage, 
weekly emailed newsletter, and outdoor display. 

 
https://www.lss.org/boostyourbusiness 

BOOST YOUR BUSINESS  

 

 
*There will not be Tots on the Terrace this week (12/26),  

we look forward to seeing you again next Shabbas (01/02)  



 

If you would like to receive the 
Shabbat Echod by e-mail,  sign up at 
www.lss.org or email info@lss.org 

In case of a bereavement, please call 
our Clergy at 646-543-7485            

 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Morey Wildes, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Paris Wald Stulbach, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer Rande Price, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Yitzy Rubin, Julie Walpert, Jay Ziffer 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

We invite all members to write a Dvar Torah for the Shabbat Echod from 
September through June.  Enrich our Shabbat with your Torah thoughts.  

The next Shabbat available are:  
 

Vaera (Rosh Chodesh Shevat on Thursday) (1/14) 
Mishpatim (Rosh Chodesh on Shabbat Shekalim) (2/13) 

Tetzaveh (Shushan Purim) (2/27) 
Vayikra  (3/20) 

 

If interested, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

Parshat Vayigash  
December 25-26 
By: Shlomo Offer  
 
It was a bleak moment.  Their ultimate calamity was at hand. 
They were but innocent, unsophisticated shepherds caught up 
against the courtly intrigue of the world power. Negotiating with 
an opponent who would lie and cheat to reach his ends, the 
sons of Israel had offered everything. And then the wily  
opponent unscrupulously wrested their precious Benjamin from 
them. They were so scared and despondent that they tore their 
garments. Even though they had truth and right on their side, 
they saw their existential survival as dependent on acceptance 
in a cynical world that treated them with spin and  
trickery. How could they possibly proceed? 
 
Only Judah, who epitomized Jewish leadership, knew what to 
do: Vayigash.  Approach. Approach in faith. Approach calmly and  
confidently, cutting through the cloud of passion and anxiety.  
Approach and gently request a word in the ear of the  
intimidating Egyptian official – for all Judah knew at the time – 
because Joseph had not yet been unmasked as his brother. Only 
Judah, with the instinctive assertiveness empowered by the 
emunah he absorbed growing up in Jacob’s home, could  
approach Joseph, (who had himself absorbed power and guile 
growing politically in Pharaoh’s court,) to make his case for  
Benjamin’s release. How did Judah approach? Factually,  
quietly, politely, respectfully, and patiently.    
 
As a result, Joseph was unable to restrain himself anymore. 
Faced with his brother’s thoughtful approach, his deception was 
exposed, and he broke down and cried in a loud voice!  He 
acknowledged G-d’s hand in the preceding events and brought 
to light the divine logic behind the senseless suffering that had 
led to this day. Joseph then embraced his brother Benjamin and 
they both cried.   
 

DVAR TORAH 

DVAR TORAH 

Why did these two brothers cry? It may initially appear that this  
Shabbat’s haftorah selection, with Ezekiel’s description of the 
return to Zion and the rebuilding of Hashem’s sanctuary, is  
unconnected to the parsha. Rabbi Elazar (Megillah 16b) explains 
why, at the height of relief and happiness in the reunion of the 
two sons of Rachel, they first cried. Tears of joy?  No. Joseph 
cried over the future destruction of the two Batei Mikdash which 
had been built on Har Moriah in Benjamin’s land, and Benjamin 
reciprocally cried over the Mishkan at Shiloh, 
destroyed in Joseph’s land. 
 
As with Joseph and Benjamin, mutual empathy for our brothers  
rescues us all, and opens us to our destiny. The diasporas came 
about because of baseless disrespect and division among Jews. 
The way to redemption and rebuilding is to follow Joseph’s  
example. It is a formula for regaining what is precious to us. 
Whenever we think the main fight is with our external enemies, 
it turns out that in a higher spiritual reality, we must look to our 
interactions with our brothers. And despite passionate differ-
ences, we must always approach our brother Jews with the con-
sideration of Judah’s vayigash: Factually, quietly, politely, re-
spectfully, patiently. 
 

 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Dear Friends,  
 

COVID-19 has impacted all of us. Usually we would be seeing you in shul, touching base, and catching up.  

For many of you COVID has meant healing from COVID, loss, isolation, temporarily leaving the city, home-schooling young children, 
not seeing your adult children, etc.  

While we are proud of the programming we offer over zoom we also understand that some of you are “zoomed-out”.  

In person davening, Groups on the Grass, and Tots on the Terrace remains the way we can continue seeing each other and  

connecting in person but, for some of you, even that has not been possible or in your comfort zone.  

We want to be here for you! There is always more we can do. Will you share your ideas, opinions, suggestions with us on how we 
can be there for you in a meaningful way? 
 

If so, please email Executive Director, Tamar Fix, at tamar@lss.org. Know that we are thinking of you and wishing you well. 

http://www.lss.org
mailto:officers@lss.org
lss.org

