
 

  
 ECHOD 

 

4:15pm Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 

Friday Night 
 

4:20pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in Nathaniel Richman Cohen  
 Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer.  
 Dvar Torah given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  
 

 Youth Friday Night Fun (ages 3-8): Join us for supervised play  
 during Mincha/Maariv. The program will include Tefillah, 
 games, and light snacks. Following Maariv, we will have Family 
 Torah & Story Time with Rabbi Robinson.  
 

Shabbat Morning 
 

7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a  
 shiur on the third floor given by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow. 
8:30am: Parsha Shiur given by Community Intern, Mindy Schwartz 

Zolty on "There Were Two Ogs!?: Avraham's Servant and the  
 King of Bashan” 
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by  
 Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. Drasha given by Rabbi Shaul  
 Robinson followed by Musaf. 
9:00am Women and girls, please join the Women’s Tefillah Group  
 Prayer service Location: Third Floor Gym 
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201 
9:16am Latest Shema 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer  
 Beit Midrash  
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, Rm 208/210) 
 

Shabbat Afternoon 
 

2:45pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash 
3:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society: Meets in the Shele  
 Danishefsky Covlin Foyer to visit patients at Mount Sinai West. 

(New volunteers needed and welcome) 
3:15pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim  
 Buchwald in Rm 211 
3:15pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in 

the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbi Josh  
 Rosenfeld on "The Actions of the Ancestors Are Signs for the 

Descendents: How to Read Sefer Bereishit”  
4:00pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Community Intern, Mindy Schwartz 

Zolty will be speaking on "Avraham's Servant: What's  
 In a Name?"  
5:15pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends 

Shaul Robinson  Josh Rosenfeld Sherwood Goffin z”l   Yanky Lemmer Tamar Fix Alan Samuels 

Senior Rabbi Assistant Rabbi Founding Chazzan   Cantor Executive Director President 
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

The molad for Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on Wednesday morning at 18 
minutes and 7 chalakim after 7 AM. Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on  
Thursday and Friday.  

ROSH CHODESH 

Hashkama Kiddush: Steve Kay Kupietzky in honor of his father,  
Rabbi Jonah Kupietzky's, celebration of his 85th Birthday this week, עד

ם ’מאה ועשר .  
 

Main Kiddush: Thank you to David and Betty Roth for contributing to 
our cookies and cake Kiddush in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of 
Betty’s father, Mordechai Charendorf z”l.  
 

Beginners Kiddush: Roberta and Robert Hadi in honor of their son,  
Jonathan's birthday.  
 

Seudah Shlishit: Sponsors welcome. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Weekly Prayer Schedule:      

Day Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday: Rosh  
Chodesh Kislev/ 

Thanksgiving 

Friday:  
Rosh Chodesh  

Kislev  

Daf Yomi 7:45am 6:15am 6:20am 6:20am 7:45am 6:15am 

Shacharit 7:10am, 8:30am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:00am, 8:30am 7:00am, 7:40am 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 4:20pm 4:20pm 4:20pm 4:20pm 4:20pm 4:15pm 

Ms. Susan and Mr. Michael Flaks 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Margy-Ruth Davis for writing this week’s Dvar Torah. 

HAKARAT HATOV 

The office will be closed on Thursday, November 28 and  
Friday, November 29 for Thanksgiving.  

Happy Turkey Day! 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Please note that a lost and found table will be set up outside the office 
and will remain there through Sunday. On Monday morning any  
remaining items will be donated or discarded. Thank you. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Your generous end-of-year donation ensures the smooth year-round  
operation of the synagogue and the critical community infrastructure it 
maintains: including our learning programs, LSS community events, local 
eruv, building maintenance costs and our increased security costs.  
Please remember to support Lincoln Square Synagogue in your year-end 
giving by fulfilling your outstanding pledges, remitting payment on open 
balances or by making a general donation before December 31.  
To ensure that your contributions to the shul can be used as tax  
deductions for the 2019 calendar year, please make your payments as 
soon as possible. If you have any questions please contact the shul office 
at info@lss.org or call 212-874-6100. To pay your balance online please 
visit www.lss.org/payment. Reminder: you must be logged in.  

YEAR END GIVING 

Join us for a cookie and cake Kiddush which will be located this  
shabbat in the lobby. To help traffic flow, all strollers are to be placed on 
the second floor (off the elevator) and on the terrace. Those located in-
doors must be folded. Thank you for your cooperation.  

HOSPITALITY NEEDS: Please host our Rabbinic Intern and Community Intern for Shabbat meals and /or  lodging.  
E: hospitality@lss.org Subject: “Interns” 
LSS Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff is in need of lodging on Nov 29-30 and meals and lodging on Dec 20-21.   
Please think of letting Tzvi sleep in your apartment if  you will be away over the Thanksgiving weekend.  

LSS Community Intern, Mindy Schwartz Zolty and her husband, Yoni are in need of lunch on Dec 14, 21 & Jan 4.  

THIS SHABBAT 



 

 

Sunday: 
 

 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; Takes place 
after the 2nd Minyan. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  

 

Monday: 
 

 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein 7:00pm-8:15pm. In this class, we 
read articles from the Israeli press, watch   videos of news stories,    
documentaries and comedy clips, listen to (and sing along!) to Israeli 
songs and chat in Ivrit. This year, we will have a special focus on Israeli 
poetry. Location: Rm 206/207   

 

 Jewish Living Workshop 7:30pm-8:30pm. This will be the eighth of nine 
classes. Sign up for “hands on” Jewish living experience. We learn by 
doing. Topic: Transition Prayers; Connecting with G-d upon Waking, 
Going to Sleep, and On the Road Email: jlworkshop@yahoo.com                   
Location: Rm 208/210 

 

 Hebrew Reading Crash Course Levels I and II 6:30pm-8:00pm. The 5 
classes last one and a half hours, and are free and open to all. This is the 
fourth of 5 classes. To register, please visit www.lss.org/beginners. 

 

 Stories to Wake Us Up: Dreams, Parables & Stories: The Radical Vision 
of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov led by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld. 8:00pm-
9:00pm Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Tuesday: 
 

 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 
Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am.  Location: Rm LL201  

 

 Introduction to Bible Class led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald:         
6:30pm-8:00pm. Cost: $90, free to LSS members. No one will be turned 
away for lack of funds. To register, please visit www.lss.org/beginners.             
Location: Rm 206/207 

 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by Ron 
Platzer: 7:30pm-8:30pm. Location: Rm 211 

 

Wednesday: 
 

 Beit Midrash night: The Subversive Religious Poetry of Yehuda 
Amichai given by Sara Brzowsky: 7:00pm-8:00pm Location: Rm 207 

 

 *(Cancelled this week) Jewish Science Series with Paul Shaviv   
8:00pm-9:00pm. Location: Main Sanctuary 

 

Thursday: 
 

 *(Cancelled this week) Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist 
Ruth Moser Riemer: 11:30am-12:30pm. Last Week’s Topic: How Do I 
Protect Myself From Harm?: Rm LL201. 

 

 *(Cancelled this week) The Jacob Adler Parsha Class Explorations in 
the Weekly Parsha led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm-8:00pm.     
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Thursday, December 5: Challah and Cake Sale: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
    To preorder, please email pastry@susez.com  

Location: Shele Danishefsky Covlin Foyer  
 

Motzei Shabbat, December 7: LSS Films Present:  
 Children of the Inquisition: 7:00pm 
 The film takes us on a 500-year trek across continents, following 

those forced by religious persecution in Spain and Portugal to  
 convert or flee, and reaching across time to their 20th-century  
 descendants, who seek to understand the connections that still 

resonate within them. Following the film, there will be a Q & A with 
Joseph Lovett, who wrote, produced, and directed the film.   

 Cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/film. 

 
Tuesday, December 10: Israel: It's Complicated: 7:00pm  
 Join us for an in-depth, thought provoking presentation covering 

key social policy issues in Israel, including education, welfare, labor 
markets, healthcare and the demographic shifts that affect these 
areas. The presentation will  also cover the paradox of the Start-Up 
Nation, how while Israel's high-tech sector is admired around the 
world, income inequality is high and the poverty rate is among the 
highest in the western world. The speaker will be Avi Weiss,  

 President of the Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in Israel.  
 Admission is free but please register in advance to help us plan; 

please visit www.lss.org/event/itscomplicated. 
 
Shabbat, December 14: Women’s Tefillah Group Presents:  
 Luncheon Followed by Mincha: 12:30pm 
 Join Women’s Tefillah Group for a luncheon led by teen girls. The 

luncheon is open to friends and families of WTG, prayer service is 
open to women and girls. Cost: $35 for adults, $20 children under 
12. Registration deadline is Monday, December 9. To register, 
please visit www.lss.org/event/wtgluncheon. 

 
Friday, December 20: LSS Pre-Chanukah Dinner: Zami Catering 
 Following Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat  
 More details to follow. 
 
Friday, December 20 and Saturday, December 21:  
 Beginners Chanukah Shabbaton 
 Cost: $50 which includes 3 meals, $25 for just lunch. Payment and 

reservations must be made by Monday, December 16. To register, 
please visit www.lss.org/beginners. 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Lincoln Square's efforts to join in the City's composting efforts are 
well underway.  Many of you are doing your best to cooperate and 
we thank you. There are still some that we would like to encourage to 
do their part and help us comply with recycling policies. You will find 
3 types of containers to dispense trash. The small brown pails are 
only for left over food scraps.  The blue pails with the clear plastic 
liners are only for hard plastic, metal and glass. The black pails with 
the black plastic liners are only for non-recyclables such as napkins, 
paper cups and styrofoam. When throwing away your plates, please 
first dump the excess food into the brown bin and then throw the 
plastic plate, plastic cutlery and plastic cups into the blue pail.  
Lastly, throw your napkins, paper plates and other non-recyclables 
into the black pail.  
 
 

We are looking for members to volunteer and join the committee.  
Teens are welcome to join!  

If interested, please contact Dr. Meryl Brown at green@lss.org 

LSS GOES GREEN 

Community Security Service (CSS), a not-for-profit organization is now in 
many synagogues in the tri-state area. The team participates in ongoing 
training each year and collaborates closely with the NYPD, CSS and  
security teams at other synagogues. CSS will be providing the following 
courses so now is the time to join the LSS Security Team: 
 

December 2019 - L1, Basic Security Training 
January 2020 – Active Shooter Training 
February 2020 - L2, Advanced training  
February 2020 – ROAM, advanced training course for  
‘Young Professionals’ 
  

Qualifications – You’ll need to be a member of LSS, be fit and able to 
stand guard outside of the Synagogue and complete the L1 Basic Training  
 

To apply please email security@lss.org  
Quoting: 
Each course of interest 
Name (first, last) 
Contact number (cell phone) 
Affiliations to Jewish Organizations 

SECURITY UPDATE 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events: To sponsor an event please email youth@lss.org 
 

This Shabbat, November 22: Youth Friday Night Fun: 4:15pm 
Join the LSS Youth Department for supervised open-play during  
Mincha/Maariv. The program will include Tefillah, games, and light 
snacks. Following Maariv, we will have Family Torah & Story Time with 
Rabbi Robinson.  
 

Sunday, November 24: Teen Bagels & Brachot: 9:45am 
Followed by brunch and “Ask the Rabbi” with Rabbi Robinson.  
Sponsor needed. 
 

Motzei Shabbat, December 7: Upper West Side Teen Dave & Busters 
Save the date. More information to follow. 
 

Motzei Shabbat, December 14: Youth Movie Night Presents  
Space Jam: 6:30pm Cost: $5 per child. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/spacejam. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
 

Sunday, December 22: Youth & Teen Chanukah Chagiga:  
11:00am-1:00pm Sponsors needed  
 

Shabbat, January 10: Youth Department Shabbat Dinner 
Save the date. More information to follow. 

 Seedlings  (2 years old) Room 210         זרעים 

שורשים    Roots    (3-4 years old) Room 211  

 Buds         (K-1st) Room 208 ניצנים 

          Flowers    (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים 

   Branches  (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים 

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT  

 

Answers: 
 

1. 127 
2. Rivka 
3. Rivka & Yitzchak 

Dvar Torah:  

 

This week’s Parshat Chayei Sarah, literally translated as 'The life of  
Sarah' mentions a eulogy that Avraham made for Sarah, his wife, after 
her death. We don’t know much about the eulogy, just that Avraham 
delivered one. Sarah died when she was 127 years old; the Torah 
doesn’t say '127' explicitly. Instead, the Torah says that she was 100 
years, and 20 years, and 7 years.  
 

Rashi suggests that when she was 100, she was as guiltless from sin as a 
20-year old, and when she was 20, she was as innocent as a 7-year old. 
What does Rashi mean? Rabbi Soloveitchik explains that a part of aging 
means going through different stages of life: childhood, the teen years, 
young adulthood, parenthood, grandparenthood, etc. And life is about 
learning from each unique stage in our development. There are two 
ways to go through life: one way is to pass through, leaving the past 
stages behind. The other is to go through life in the way Sarah lived, 
never leaving past stages behind, but keeping them as a foundation 
from which to grow, learn, and build. Sarah never left her childhood 
behind; she remembered it, grew from it, and allowed her experiences 
to help shape her ideal adulthood as a mother. This Shabbat, we can all 
learn from Sarah imaynu to embrace our past and use those  
experiences to learn, grow, and help us shape our ideal future selves.  

 

After Shul Ask Your Children: 
 

1. How old was Sarah when she died? 
2. Who helps Eliezer get water for his camels? 
3. Which couple gets married at the end of the parsha? 

Schedule: 
 

10:00am:   Drop-Off (Room 208/210, 211) 
11:00am:   Davening, Circle Time, and Baby & Me (208/210) 
11:10am:   Recreation, Games, and Rehydration 
11:30am: Parsha & Candy: The Life of Sarah 
11:45am: Groups end  



 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org. 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Alan Samuels, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Morey Wildes, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer  Jay Ziffer, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Rande Price, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 

Lincoln Square Synagogue • 180 Amsterdam Ave. at W. 68th Street New York, NY 10023 • 212-874-6100 • www.lss.org 

DVAR TORAH 
 

We are currently looking for writers for: 
 

Parshat Vaera (1/25) 
Parshat Terumah (2/29) 

Parshat Vayakhel-Pekudei, Shabbat HaChodesh (3/21) 
 

Email dvar@lss.org or see Bill Greenbaum in shul. 

Parshat Chayei Sara/Shabbat Mevarchim    November 22-23 
By: Margy-Ruth Davis 
 

Is There a Happy Ending? 
 

“And Avraham took another wife and her name was Keturah” (25.1) 
 

Based on an early midrash in Bereishit Rabba, Rashi identifies Keturah 
as Hagar.  Keturah — because Hagar’s deeds were as beautiful as  
incense (ketoret) and because she had not been with another man.  
The Kli Yakar, Chizkuni, and the Zohar all agree. 
 

Other commentators oppose this connection, sometimes vehemently – 
Rashbam, Ramban and Ibn Ezra among them. 
 

Rashi’s statement is puzzling. Earlier in the text, Rashi has criticized 
Hagar harshly. After she and Yishmael are cast into the desert, we are 
told that “she went and she wandered” (21.14).  Rashi picks up on  
the redundancy and tells us, “she reverted back to the idols of her  
father’s house.” 
 

Why is it so important to identify Hagar and Keturah? What’s behind it? 
 

The answer may lie at the start of the story, in the arc of Avraham’s life 
and, perhaps, in the wish for a happy ending. 
 

At the start of Lech Lecha, Avraham travels to Canaan with his wife 
Sarah and with Lot and “all the souls they had made in Charan” (12:5). 
God has promised to make Avraham into a great nation. There will be 
descendants too numerous to count. And yet, this is not a stable family 
and certainly not an auspicious beginning to the Jewish people. 
 

Avraham and Lot become wealthy and their shepherds quarrel. Even as 
Avraham tells Lot that they are brothers – and the text repeats this for 
emphasis – it is his idea that they separate. Making no attempt at  
reconciliation, Avraham says, “please part from me” (13.9). 
 

Twice, Avraham is willing to give Sarah up, first to Pharaoh and later to 
Avimelech. In each case, God must intervene and return Sarah to him. 
 

Hagar runs away because Sarah is dealing harshly with her. This is a low 
point, but also the first hint we have that a reconciliation may  
ultimately be possible. An angel appears to Hagar at a well, which she 
names, “Be’er Lechai Ro-i,” because there she has encountered “the 
God of seeing” (16:13-14).  
 

When Avraham turns 87, there is finally a child. Avraham loves  
Yishmael and beseeches the Almighty that Yishmael be chosen to  
inherit his destiny. But at Sarah’s demand – and with God’s  
endorsement – he is forced to send Hagar and Yishmael away. 
 

Yitzchak is left as the sole spiritual heir. Then, Avraham faces the grave, 
existential threat of losing him at the akeida.  
 

As Chayei Sarah opens, the Abrahamic nuclear family has dissolved.  

DVAR TORAH 
 

The great test of the akeida is over and Avraham returns to Beer Sheva 
alone. Yitzchak does not accompany him; we are not told where he is. 
Hagar and Yishmael are gone. Sarah has not been waiting for Avraham in 
Beer Sheva. She dies alone in Kiryat Arba, near Hebron. Only Avraham 
comes to mourn her. Yitzchak is not there. 
 

It is left to Rivka and Yitzchak, separately and together, to knit back the 
family and to relaunch the Jewish destiny. 
 

As those closest to Avraham were leaving him (or being left), the  
Patriarch was steadfast in his hospitality to travelers and strangers. If he 
could not keep his own family together, he could at least be welcoming 
to others.  It is no accident that this is the very trait that Avraham’s  
servant summons to find a wife for Yitzchak.  
 

Rivka channels Avraham’s warmth. The text again highlights the  
connection. Avraham runs and hurries to care for the three visitors,  
unaware that they are angels. The words “and he ran” and “and he  
hurried” are repeated three times each as Avraham rushes to make his 
guests comfortable (18: 2-7).  
 

So, too, Rivka. She runs and she hurries – and again the words are  
repeated in quick succession – as she takes care of Avraham’s servant 
and his camels. The servant’s description is compelling and the matter 
seems divinely ordained. As Avraham has done before her at the start of 
the saga, Rivka leaves her father’s house for a new destiny.  
 

Rivka and the servant encounter Yitzchak on the way. He is coming from 
Be’er Lechai Ro’i, the very site that is connected to Hagar. Again, based 
on the midrash in Bereishit Rabba, Rashi posits that Yitzchak has come to 
escort Hagar to Avraham, so that the two can marry. 
 

Rivka rekindles Sarah’s legacy. Yitzchak takes Rivka into his mother’s tent 
“and he took Rivka and she became his wife and he loved her.  
And Yitzchak was comforted on the loss of his mother“(24:67). Rashi  
returns to midrash and tells us that the miracles of Sarah’s tent also 
blessed Rivka: a candle burned from one Shabbat to the next; there was 
a blessing in the dough and a cloud hovered overhead. 
 

Even Yishmael returns to the family. When Avraham dies, Yitzchak and 
Yishmael bury him together. Especially compared to Avraham’s solitary 
mourning of Sarah, we can imagine that now the two brothers are on 
good terms. 
 

When Avraham dies, his family again includes both his sons. It includes 
Rivka as a surrogate for Sarah and also Hagar. In the coming parshiot, 
there will again be jealousy, rivalry and strife. For the moment, however, 
in Rashi’s view, the family is whole and at peace. And Hagar/Keturah has 
an essential role in the story.  

 
Shabbat Shalom 

http://www.lss.org
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