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LSS ANNUAL HOSPITALITY SHABBATON
SHABBAT SCHEDULE
4:12pm Shabbat Candle Lighting
Friday Night
4:15pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel
Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer
Dvar Torah given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson
6:10pm: Beginners Chanukah Shabbaton Dinner: Welcome to all those
who are joining us for the Beginners Chanukah Shabbaton in
Rm 206/207
Shabbat Morning
7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a shiur
given by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow
8:30am Parsha Shiur given by Rabbinic Intern, Zac Schwartz on “When Freud
met Moshe: Psychologican Perspectives on the Parsha”
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by
Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. Following services, Guest Speaker
Yehudit Barsky will be speaking on “After Pittsburgh—Antisemitism
and Extremism in America Today”
Rabbinic Intern Zac Schwartz will be giving a shiur in the ballroom
during kiddush on “Light in a Time of Darkness: Chanukah in the
Holocaust”
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201
9:21am Latest Shema
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer
Beit Midrash
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, 3rd floor gym)
Shabbat Afternoon
12:30pm: Beginners Chanukah Shabbaton Lunch: Welcome to all those who
are joining us for the Beginners Chanukah Shabbaton in Rm 206/207
2:45pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the Belfer
Beit Midrash
3:00pm Magen Avraham Teen Department Oneg
3:15pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim
Buchwald in Rm 211
3:15pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbi Josh
Rosenfeld
4:00pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Dvar Torah given by Rabbinic Intern,
Zac Schwartz on “Chanukah Perspectives from An Educator”
5:12pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends
5:18pm Youth Department Musical Havdalah and Pre-Chanukah
Celebration

ROSH CHODESH
The molad for Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on Friday evening at 29 minutes
and 13 chalakim after 10:00pm. Rosh Chodesh Tevet will be on
Shabbat and Sunday.

REMINDER
Please remember to say v’tain tal umatar livracha in the Amida
beginning with Ma’ariv on the evening on Tuesday, December 4.

GUEST SPEAKER: YEHUDIT BARSKY
Yehudit Barsky is a Research Fellow at the Institute for the Study of Global
Antisemitism and Policy. Fluent in Arabic and Hebrew, Ms. Barsky is a
specialist in the security of the Jewish community. Yehudit conducts research
and led the Division on Middle East and International Terrorism at the
American Jewish Committee for fourteen years.
Ms. Barsky has been published in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal,
and Chicago Tribune, amongst others. She regularly briefs media, law
enforcement agencies and Jewish communities on the implications of
terrorism on U.S. policy. She founded and serves as senior advisor and
Middle East specialist for intelligence and analysis for the Secure Community
Network, which focuses on homeland security for the Jewish community. She
also serves as chair of community strategy for the Community Security
Service, which trains security volunteers to protect synagogues. Ms. Barsky is
the author of Terrorist Incidents and Attacks Against Jews and Israelis in the
US: 1969-2016.

THIS SUNDAY
Sunday December 2: LSS Presents Lelamed: A New Women’s Torah
Leadership Initiative: 12:30pm We are excited to implement a new program
that will create a cadre of women with the practical skills to become
leaders and educators within our shul community. Please register at
www.lss.org/event/lelamed. Location: Rm 206/207
Sunday December 2: LSS Museum Tour presents The Battles of Judah
Maccabee: 10:15am Join us for a private guided tour at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the history of the Greeks in the Land of Israel, and the
events leading up to the story of Chanukah.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
HAKARAT HATOV
Annual LSS Hospitality Shabbaton: Welcome to (125-150) guests who are
being hosted and a special thank you to (25-30) hosts who have opened up
their homes. Enjoy this wonderful LSS tradition!
Ari Klaphoz for writing this week’s Dvar Torah.
Anne Bossewitch Hochberg and family extend much gratitude to the LSS
family for tending to their needs during the long illness and loss of her
beloved husband, Martin Hochberg z”l. A special note of thanks to Rabbi
Shaul Robinson, Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld, Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald, Rabbi
Allen Schwartz, Rabbi Daniel Eisenbach, Rabbi Benjamin Yasgur and
Chazzan Sherwood Goffin who gave love and support during this difficult
time.
Miriam Axelrod and family would like to extend their sincere thanks for
all of the support and sympathy they received from the shul and its
members during the time period surrounding the loss of Miriam’s father
Hymen Wolinetz z”l.

HOSPITALITY NEEDS
Please host our Rabbinic Intern and Community Educator for Shabbat
meals and/or lodging. Please email hospitality@lss.org with the subject
line “intern” and your availability to meet our current needs.
Rabbinic Intern, Zac Schwartz is in need of meals and lodging on
Dec. 21-22. Community Educator, Zissy Turner and her husband, Sam, are
in need of meals on Jan 12.

Hashkama Kiddush: Libby Peppersberg in commemoration of the 27th
yahrtzeit of her father, Yitzhak Elchanan Halevi z”l.
Main Kiddush: Lisanne Weinberg and Arthur Lubitz in commemoration of
the yahrtzeits of Arthur's sister, Shifra bas Yitzchak a"h, his mother, Devora
bas Faivel a"h, and Lisanne's father, Eli Melech ben Avraham z"l which occur
during Kislev.
Beginners Kiddush: Irwin Mandel in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of his
sister, Edith bat Rivka a”h and in honor of Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald.
Seudah Shlishit: Sponsors welcome.

NEXT SHABBAT
Friday Evening:
5:30pm: LSS Chanukah Dinner: Join us for a festive Friday night buffet. Please
register at www.lss.org/event/chanukahdinner18. Location: Ballroom
Chanukah Morning:
9:00am: Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by Chazzan
Sherwood Goffin

MAZAL TOV
Great grandparents Ilene & Lou Vynerib on the birth of their first great
grandchild, a son, born to their grandchildren, Yehudis & Tani Einzig, in
Jerusalem, Israel.

UPCOMING EVENTS

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday, December 5: Beginners Chanukah Bash: 7:00pm Lots of Ruach!
Dinner with all the Chanukah trimmings! Live music by Pesachya Septimus.
Cost: $25 in advance, $30 at the door. Please register online
at www.lss.org/beginners. Location: Room 206/207
Sponsored by Rochelle Schumer in memory of Lenny Rehner
(Arieh b. Yerachmiel) on his eighth yahrtzeit.
Friday Evening, December 7: LSS Chanukah Dinner Join us for a festive Friday
night buffet. Please register at www.lss.org/event/chanukahdinner18.
Location: Ballroom
Wednesday, December 12: Educate Yourself About the Security Issues Affecting
Our Community: 7:00pm LSS Security Head, Ian Silver, will be leading two
informational sessions, one on Wednesday, December 12th and one on
Wednesday, December 19th, covering issues related to securing and protecting
our shul, and other Jewish institutions. Please register at
www.lss.org/event/security
Shabbat, December 15: Women’s Tefilah Group More details to follow.
Shabbat, December 15: Shishilicious: 7:00pm LSS, in collaboration with Israeli
American Council, invites professionals 40+ to join us for a unique night of
cooking. Learn how to make the perfect Kubbeh and enjoy some wine and light
refreshments with friends. Members: $30 Non-Members: $40
Register at www.lss.org/event/shishilicious
Tuesday, December 18: Asarah B’Tevet Food Drive: 7:00am
We have the opportunity to feed Jewish Homeless New Yorkers. Donate today,
so others can eat tomorrow. To volunteer (ages 8+) please email Wendy Baker
at wbaker@panix.com.
Wednesday, December 19: Educate Yourself About the Security Issues Affecting
Our Community: 7:00pm LSS Security Head, Ian Silver, will be leading two
informational sessions, one on Wednesday, December 12th and one on
Wednesday, December 19th, covering issues related to securing and protecting
our shul, and other Jewish institutions. Please register at
www.lss.org/event/security
Wednesday, December 19: LSS Presents Lelamed: A New Women’s Torah
Leadership Initiative: 8:00pm We are excited to implement a new program
that will create a cadre of women with the practical skills to become leaders
and educators within our shul community. Location: Rm 206/207
Tuesday, December 25: Yom Iyun: Morning of Torah Study Featuring key note
speaker Nechama Price as well as Sarah Robinson, Zissy Turner, and more.
More details to follow.
Shabbat, January 5: Beginners Luncheon: 12:30pm The cost is only $25 per
person. Register and pay online at www.lss.org/beginners or call
212-874-6100. Please make your reservations and payment by Thursday,
January 3rd.
Friday Evening, January 11: Dinner and Dvar Warm up your winter Shabbat with
an intimate and lively buffet with fellow LSS members catered by Sova Caterers.
Guest Speaker: Community Educator, Zissy Turner. Location: Belfer Beit
Midrash. More details to follow.
Saturday Evening, January 12: Remember Baghdad: 8:00pm A fascinating story
about the experience of the Jews of Iraq—a country they called home for 2,600
years until forced to flee for their lives. Narrated in English, the documentary
combines vivid home movies, compelling interviews with individuals who lived
through the dramatic events of the last century, and archival footage that
presents the history of the Middle East through a surprising new lens. We are
excited to be joined by Edwin Shuker, whose story is among those told, for a
Q & A following the film. Cost: $15, $20 at the door. Please register at
www.lss.org/form/rememberbaghdad. Location: Beit Midrash
Sunday, January 13: Upper West Side Blood Drive: 10:00am
More details to follow.
Sunday, January 13: LSS Presents Lelamed: A New Women’s Torah Leadership
Initiative 10:00am We are excited to implement a new program that will
create a cadre of women with the practical skills to become leaders and
educators within our shul community. Location: Rm 206/207

Sunday:
 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; Takes place
after the 2nd Minyan - Belfer Beit Midrash.
Monday:
 Chug Ivrit given by Hai Piazesky and Dan Munk. 7:00pm-8:15pm. In
this class, we read articles from the Israeli press, watch videos of news
stories, documentaries and comedy clips, listen to (and sing along!) to
Israeli songs and chat in Ivrit. Rm 207
 LSS Fall Beit Midrash Series: A Nation’s Song to its Land: The Land of
Israel in Jewish Law & Thought given by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld:
8:00pm-9:00pm This will be a 3 session class meeting on the following
dates: Dec. 3, Dec. 10. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash
Tuesday:
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi
Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am. Rm LL201
 Intro to Bible led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald: 6:30pm-8:00pm
Rm 206/207. (This will be the final session)
 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led
by Ron Platzer: 7:00pm-8:00pm. M'lachim, the Book of Kings - the
death of David, the magnificent reign of Solomon and his fall, the split
kingdom, the dramatic tales of Elijah and Elisha, and so much
more. Join our lively weekly study/discussion group as we analyze,
pasuk by pasuk, these exciting Biblical narratives. Rm 211
Wednesday:
 Beit Midrash night: The Subversive Religious Poetry of Yehuda
Amichai given by Sara Brzowsky: 7:30pm-8:30pm. Rm 207
Thursday:
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer:
11:30am-12:30pm. Rm LL201.
 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha with
Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm–8:00pm. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash

Weekly Prayer Schedule:
Day
Sunday
Daf Yomi
7:45am
Shacharit
7:10am, 8:30am
4:15pm
Mincha/Maariv
Chanukah
After
Candle Lighting
5:01pm

SHARE YOUR RECIPE WITH US
Do you have a wonderfully delicious recipe or a family favorite?
We would love for you to send us your favorite recipe and a picture of
the dish to info@lss.org so we can share them with our LSS community!
Stay tuned to see when your recipe will be featured in an upcoming
Echod. We look forward to hearing from you!

SWEET POTATO AND GREEN ONION LATKES
For a festive addition to any Chanukah table, try these crispy and
delicious sweet potato latkes teamed with green onion!
Ingredients:
·
3 sweet potatoes, peeled
·
3 Yukon or russet potatoes, peeled
·
6 eggs
·
1 scallion or green onion (chopped finely)
·
1 tablespoon Kosher Salt
·
freshly ground Black Pepper
Instructions:
1.
Grate potatoes finely and mix all remaining ingredients together in
a large bowl.
2.
Preheat a large frying pan with about half an inch of oil and drop by
tablespoonful into pan. Turn halfway through.
3.
When brown and crispy, remove from oil and drain on paper towel
to absorb excess oil.
בתיאבון

December 2
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
6:15am
6:15am
6:15am
6:15am
6:15am
7:00am, 7:40am 7:00am, 7:40am 7:00am, 7:40am 7:00am, 7:40am 7:00am, 7:40am
4:15pm
4:15pm
4:15pm
4:15pm
4:15pm
After
After
After
After
Before
5:01pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
4:11pm

SPONSOR A SHIUR
To sponsor a shiur please visit www.lss.org/form/sponsorship
Clergy Shiur ($360) Rabbinic Interns/Community Educators Shiur ($120)
To read a Dvar Torah written by Harav Amital z”l on The Importance of In-Depth Torah Study : Serving God Through the Intellect,
please visit https://www.etzion.org.il/en/importance-depth-torah-study

YOUTH DEPARTMENT
 זרעיםSeedlings
 שורשיםRoots
 ניצניםBuds
 פרחיםFlowers
 ענפיםBranches

Shabbat schedule:

(2 years old) Room 210
(3-4 years old) Room 211
(K-1st) Room 208
(2nd-7th) Room 206
(2nd-7th) Room 207

10:00 am Drop Off (Rooms 206-211)
10:45 am Davening, Circle Time, and Healthy Kiddush
(Rooms 206-211)
11:00 am Parsha & Candy: Yakov’s Journey Home to
Israel
11:00 am Baby & Me (3rd-floor gym)
11:10 am Recreation and Rehydration
(Room 206-207/Pre-Function)
11:45 am Groups End

Dvar Torah:
In Parsha Vayeshev we meet Yosef, Yakov’s favorite son. Rashi explains that Yosef was favored above his brothers because he
physically resembled Yakov the most, and also had a love of Torah learning like his father. Yacov gifts Yosef a special multicolored
coat, a present which created further tension, jealousy, and rivalry between Yosef and his brothers. Yosef dreamt two dreams, which
he described to his brothers: in the first, he dreamt that his brothers were bowing to him in the form of bales of wheat, in the second
he dreamt that the sun, moon and eleven stars were bowing down to him.
Two of Yosef’s brothers, Shimon and Levi devised a plan to kill him. At the last moment, Reuven interfered and instead put Yosef into
a pit. The pit was filled with snakes and scorpions and had no water. Rashi says the condition of the pit was both literal and symbolic:
Torah is compared to water and Yosef was without Torah in the pit. From this we learn that without without Torah in our lives, we
would be without water, like the pit, and our minds might be filled with frightening things like snakes and scorpions.
When the brothers saw passing Yishmailite slave traders, they decided to sell Yosef into slavery. The Yishmailites then sold Yosef to
Midianites in Egypt. Eventually Yosef was purchased by Potifar, who worked for the Pharaoh of Egypt. Yosef gained status in Potifar’s
home by being a strong and hard worker. One day, Yosef upset Potifar’s wife and was thrown into jail. There he met the butler and
baker of Pharaoh and interpreted their dreams. When the interpretations came true, he told them to tell Pharaoh that he was
innocent and should be released from jail.
Baby & Me Recap:
This past Shabbat, the babes came off a heavy Thanksgiving meal and continued on their learning trek
towards Chanukah. After morning Tefilah and stretches, the babes sang "Light the Menorah" and read a
special new flap book "Light the Candles." Each child had a turn lifting the flaps to reveal the pictures!
Happy Birthday:
To our dear friend and Youth Leadership Intern, Andy
Samuels!

Upcoming Events:
Motzei Shabbat, 12/1: Immediately after Ma’ariv, Pre-Chanukah Chagiga,
Sufganiyot, and Musical Havdalah with Yanky Lemmer
Sunday, 12/16: 10:00 AM, Babies & Brunch (Parents and Babies Age 0-2)

Shabbat Shalom, Ariella & Mendel

MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT
This Shabbat, December 1: Chanukah LSS Teens Oneg: 3:00pm Calling all teens! Join us
for the first official teen event with the new teens directors, Zac & Rachel! Awesome
food (donuts, latkes and other oily foods), awesome fun Chanukah activities and
awesome inspiration! Location: Pre-function room
Shabbat Shalom, Rachel and Zac

Parshat Vayeshev
November 30 - December 1
Written by: Ari Klaphoz

Parshat Vayeshev
And I thought the Israeli TV series Shtisel was entertaining? Move over Shtisel. Here comes parshiot Vayeshev through Vayechi.
Hatred, jealousy, gossip, favoritism, collusion to commit murder, unrequited love, lust, power, palace intrigue, and reconciliation are
just some of the highlights. I never tire of this rerun, and best of all, there is no shul entry fee. From here on life is messy. Characters
are flawed and there is no absolute right and wrong. The real story, of course, is that our parsha is the first footstep into the long
darkness of galut. The revelation to Abraham at the Brit Bein Habetarim is about to commence. But even more fascinating is what
the relationship between the puppets and the puppeteer is? Yes, the divine hand is at play pulling the strings. But what level of
awareness do the characters have? And if there is an awareness, does it deepen as the plot progresses, like any good story? Does
Yaakov possess this mesorah of inevitable galut? Common sense would dictate that his grandfather and father would have told him
about such an important development. Does he have a premonition that the tumult that is about to envelop him have historical
purpose? The Torah is silent. Or is it?
The first verse of the parsha states: “Vayeshev Yaakov be’eretz megurei aviv…” loosely translated- Yaakov settled in the land of the
sojourning of his father. The Abarbanel, is bothered as all the meforshim are, about what is the importance of informing us of
Yaakov’s settling in the land of his father’s dwellings, in Canaan, and how that is conceptually linked to the focused story of Yosef.
We are already informed in parshat Vayishlach, of his whereabouts in verse 35:7- “Yaakov came to Yitzchak his father, at Mamre, of
Kiryat-arba, that is Hebron…” Why the repetition in Vayeshev and the comparison to his father? His two explanations touch upon
the degree to which Yaakov recognized the impact of his surrounding events and both explanations revolve around the word
megurei mentioned in the first verse. The root of the word magur is yagar, which can have several meanings. It can mean to live, to
fear, to dispute with, or to be a stranger amongst one’s surroundings. Yaakov’s unsettled settling in Canaan is highly comparable to
the unsettled settling of his father. Yitzchak had to grapple with hatred between his sons. So did Yaakov. Yitzchak had a favorite son
that caused jealousy and utopian plans to go awry. So too with Yaakov. Just as Yitzchak suffered 22 years of separation from his son
Yaakov, so too Yaakov suffered 22 years of separation from Yosef. And finally they were similar in that there was partial or total
rapprochement of brothers at end of the lives of both Yitzchak and Yaakov, with the presence of all the children at their burials.
Yaakov had this trepidation that the shadow of his father’s life would be cast over his. He was doomed to repeat his father’s life
leading to an unhappy last chapter. His role as contributor to the process of galut was palpable to him beginning with the adolescent
life of Yosef.
The second answer and the more sanguine one is that Yaakov, like his father, intended to forego his ambition for material wealth,
truly settle down in the land of his father, and occupy himself with spiritual pursuits, like his father and grandfather before him. He
purposely settles in Chevron, an area of desert and rocky terrain and not conducive to raising livestock. He leaves the responsibility
of managing his wealth to his children who are forced to migrate northward to Dotan. The fear of sequential events leading to a
predestined outcome is not on his mind. In accordance with this plan, he invests his intellectual and spiritual energies into Yosef,
thinking he is the chosen one ultimately to bear the burden of Jewish continuity and provide leadership for the other brothers.
Yaakov recognizes that Yosef has the emotional and intellectual IQ, the humility, and the doggedness to be his successor. He is his
ben zekunim. The puppet however has no idea about what the puppeteer is about to execute.
Yaakov ‘s desire to begin life anew brings to mind an op-ed piece in the New York Times by David Brooks Dec. 4 2014 titled Why
Elders Smile. This article is a response against an opposing essay in the Atlantic several months prior by Ezekiel Emanuel who argued
that it is better to check out of life by age 75 than to decay in a feeble, undignified fashion. Brooks takes the opposite view stating
that older people find life more satisfying, happy, and relaxing. “Elder happiness is an accomplishment, not a condition….they have
more control over the challenges they will tackle and they get even better at addressing them.” He claims “more experienced heads
have intuitive awareness of the landscape of reality.” I think Yaakov Avinu would wholeheartedly agree.

Shabbat Shalom!

