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Shabbat Schedule  

5:32pm Candle Lighting 

Friday Night 

5:35pm  Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary  led by 
Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. 
 

Shabbat Morning  

7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by Shiur given  

                by Dr. Moshe Sokolow 

9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky 
Lemmer. Sermon given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson followed by Musaf on From King 
Avimelech to Lord Balfour.  Guest speaker, Lt. Col. (Res.) Tiran Attia will speak    
following Musaf on Special in Uniform: How the IDF Integrates Special Needs Soldiers  

9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201 

9:45am  Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash.  

10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  

10:03am  Latest Shema   

10:45am Teen Minyan and Munch (Pre-Function Room) 
 

Shabbat Afternoon 

12:30pm Beginners Luncheon 
3:45pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the Belfer                        
 Beit Midrash 
4:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society:  Meet in the lobby to visit patients at 
 Mount Sinai West 
4:15pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm 
 211 
4:15pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen  
 Sanctuary given by Rabinic Intern, Jeremy Perlow on “Walking in G-d's 
 Ways" With a Simple Visit - the Laws and Lessons of Bikur Cholim 

5:15pm Mincha followed by Seudah Shlishit .   

6:32pm Ma’ariv/ Shabbat Ends  

ECHOD 

 

 

Hashkama Kiddush: Sam Horwitz , Sol Max and Nathan Rosen in thanks 
to their friends at the Hashkama minyan. 
 

Main Kiddush: Mrs. Eva Blank in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her 
husband, Yaakov ben Moshe Yehudah HaKohen z”l, and in appreciation to 
all the wonderful members of the LSS community.   
  

Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan Kiddush:  Golda Hudes in 
commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her husband, Dana Hudes, Daniel 
Baruch ben Avraham Yitzchak z"l  
 

Beginners Kiddush: Natasha Smith with gratitude to Rabbi Ephraim 
Buchwald, "That Face."  
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Sponsors welcome 

THANK YOU TO OUR SHABBAT KIDDUSH SPONSORS 

 WEEKLY PRAYER  SCHEDULE  FOR: November 5 Mincha/Ma’ariv: 4:35pm (Sun-Thurs) 

Sunday Monday and Thursday Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

Daf Yomi:7:45am Daf Yomi: 6:15am Daf Yomi: 6:20am 

Shacharit:7:10am, 8:30am Shacharit: 7:00am, 7:50am Shacharit: 7:10am, 7:50am 

Chazzan Yanky Lemmer will be leading Friday night and Shabbat services.  
Rabbi Shaul Robinson will be giving the Shabbat Sermon followed by 
Musaf. 
 
We welcome Guest speaker, Lt. Col. (Res.) Tiran Attia who 
will be speak at the conclusion of Musaf in the Nathaniel 
Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Attia serves as Director of Special 
in Uniform, a program that integrates young people with 
disabilities into the IDF. Special in Uniform helps usher its 
graduates toward a self-sufficient life, through employment or other 
meaningful societal involvement following their service. Over the course 
of his distinguished 28-year career in the Israel Defense Forces, Lt. Col. 
Attia served as a tank commander, commander of "Sar-El" the IDF Nation-
al Project for Volunteers and the Commander of IDF's Technology and 
Logistics Forces training program.  
 

Teen Minyan & Munch • 10:45 am  Join us in the pre-function room for 
our first Teen Minyan of the season followed by a kiddush with sushi, 
snacks, and more! Kiddush being sponsored by the Sterman family in 
memory of Morris (Moshe) Sterman z”l on his yahrtzeit Shabbat. 
 

Beginners Luncheon.  Welcome to all those participating. Enjoy!  

 

Annual LSS Hospitality Shabbaton Be a Guest Be a Host Be a Part   
Enjoy your Shabbat meal!  

 

Motzei Shabbat, 8:00pm  Lincoln Square Synagogue Film 
Committee invites you to opening night of the 2017-18 film 
season with a special screening of Ben Gurion, Epilogue.  

Please note this film night is sold out and we will not be able 

to accept ticket purchases at the door. We thank all those  
registered for making this film such a success!   

THIS SHABBAT 

Remember to set your clocks back  
an hour on Motzei Shabbat. 

REMINDER 

Marilyn and Herb Stolove  
Leba and Richmond Eshaghoff 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Last week’s Echod incorrectly listed the Main Kiddush sponsorship. The correct word-
ing is as follows;  Dr. Fabienne Rottenberg in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her 
father, Chaim Yosef ben Yerachmiel z"l.  

CORRECTION 

Margy-Ruth Davis for writing this week’s Dvar Torah. 
 

Wendy Baker would like to thank the entire congregation for their generosity and 
all the volunteers who worked hard through the clothing drive to get all the clothing 
ready, sorted, packed and delivered. It was a huge success! 

HAKARAT HATOV 

Every month LSS carries a cost for storage items, mainly extra glass windows in case 
we should ever need them. If you know of a free storage facility and are  

willing to help please email our Executive Director at tamar@lss.org 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

This week we witnessed another terror attack in the US, in a place most of us work 

and live. To be a part of CSS please apply by emailing at security@lss.org 

CSS 



 

 

 
Monday, November 6 • 8:15- 9:30pm • Beginners Schmooze No charge, complimentary refreshments. Please call 212-874-6100 to confirm.  
 
  Tuesday, November 7 • 5:00pm-7:00pm• Mount Sinai will be coming to administer flu shots. Location: outside the Main Sanctuary.  
 
 
Sunday November 12 • 10:00am-12:00pm •  Meet the Author: Nitsana Darshan Leitner, author of the just released book “Harpoon: Inside the 
Covert War Against Terrorism’s Money Masters” will discuss her book and autograph purchased copies. “Harpoon” is the story of legendary Mossad 
director Meir Dagan and his campaign of targeting the finances of organizations that fund attacks against Israel. Dagan’s concept became the 
cornerstone of America’s war on terror and is one of the many joint efforts between the the United States and Israel. The program includes breakfast, 
lecture and book sale. Location: Room 206/207. The program is free but please register at www.lss.org/harpoon so that we know how much food to 
order.   

 

 
Monday, November 13 • 8:00 pm -9:15pm • Tanakh and Archaeology: Discovering the Historic Kings David and Solomon Licensed tour guide and 
historian Shulie Mishkin will discuss how archaeological findings both strengthen and challenge our faith in the Tanakh. Her lecture will focus on what 
recent excavations have revealed about the David and Solomon story. Admission is free. Location: Room 206/207  
 

 
                     Shabbat, November 18 • Womens Tefillah Group. More details to follow. 
 

 
Motzei Shabbat  November 18  •  LSS Book Club Our presenter will be our own Rabbi Robinson who will discuss the novel  The Children’s Act by Ian 
McEwan.  The rabbi believes that the book “touches upon some very difficult ethical dilemmas that are fully discussed in Jewish law.” Location: The 
home of Noreen Wachs. Please check with the shul office for Noreen’s address. 
 

Upcoming Events 

There are times when, for various reasons, classes may be canceled. If you would like to confirm that any particular class is indeed taking place please call the shul 
office at 212-874-6100 . To see our full Adult Ed. Brochure please visit our website at www.lss.org  
Sunday 

 Sunday  Morning Responsa 3.6  with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; 9:15am-10:00am  - Beit Midrash  
Monday 

 Hebrew Reading Crash Course Level I and Level II will begin 6:30pm-8:00pm. The 5 classes last 1 1/2 hours, and are free and open to all. Register 
at www.lss.org/beginners.  Level  l: Room 210 Level ll: Room 211 

 The Jewish Living Workshop led by Dassa and Bill Greenbaum: 7:30pm-8:30pm– Room 208.  The Jewish Living Workshop is a “hands-on” experience. We 
learn by doing. The workshop is free, a few sessions will require a modest fee for materials; register at JLworkshop@yahoo.com  or www.lss.org. Remaining 
classes:  11/6, 11/13, and 11/20. Topic:  Transition Prayers– connecting with G-d upon waking, going to sleep and on the road.  

 Visionary: The Writings of Rav Kook with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; 8:00pm – Belfer Beit Midrash  
Tuesday: 

 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson; 10:30am– 11:30am – LL201 

 Introduction to Bible with Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald; 6:30-8:00pm. This course provides a general overview of the content and style of the Bible. We will 
review basic literary and theological approaches to Bible study, traditional and modern, through the analysis of the Biblical text. To register, please call 212-
874-6100 or register online at www.lss.org/beginners. Cost: $90, Free to LSS Members. No one will be turned away for lack of funds. 5 classes remaining. 
Room 206/207 

 Talmud b’Shana in Memory of Bruce Ritholtz led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson; 7:15pm—Beit Midrash 

 Beit Midrash Night, The Book of Samuel II led by Ron Platzer ; 7:30pm -8:30pm. Room 211  
Wednesday: 

  Beit Midrash night: The Subversive Religious Poetry of Yehuda Amichai given by Sara Brzowsky; 8:00pm-8:45pm - Rm 207 

 Jewish History Seminar: Controversies and Scandals of Jewish History with Paul Shaviv.  8:00pm-9:00pm– Belfer Beit Midrash.  
        This will be an 8 week  series consisting of thought provoking lectures. 
Thursday:  

 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer; 11:30am-12:30pm - Rm LL201. Last week’s topic: Listen To Your Messages 

 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha with Rabbi Shaul Robinson; 7:00pm - Beit Midrsah 

Weekly Learning Opportunities 

Write a Dvar Torah for the Echod! Great learning and mitzvah opportunity for any LSS member.  Available: Chayei Sara (November 11) and Toledot/includes Rosh 
Chodesh on Sunday (Nov. 18), others, too. First time writers welcome and mentors available. If interested please email dvar@lss.org or feel free to approach Bill 
Greenbaum over Shabbat.   

Dvar Torah Opportunities 

The Aipac policy conference takes place March 4-6 this year.  Discount tickets are available as follows through Nov 17 : Club members $399.  Non-club members 
$499. After that prices go up $100.  Please contact acrane2750@gmail.com for further info.  

Aipac 

http://www.lss.org/harpoon
mailto:JLworkshop@yahoo.com
http://www.lss.org/
mailto:acrane2750@gmail.com


 

 

זרעים     Seedlings (2 years old) Room 210     
שורשים      Roots (3-4 years old) Room 208     

  Buds (K-1st) Room 211 ניצנים   
          Flowers (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים   
    Branches (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים   
  

 
 

Parsha Theme: Hospitality and Compassion 
Avraham loved the mitzvah of Hachnasat Orchim, welcoming guests into his home. He would sit outside his tent waiting for travelers, 
offering them food, drink, and shade from the sun. In this week’s Parshat Vayera, as Avraham waits, healing from the Bris Mila, Hashem 
sends three Melachim, angels, disguised as travelers to visit Avraham. Avraham immediately invites them in. Afterward, one of the angels 
gives a blessing to Avraham and Sarah for a child, a miracle, given their age. The second angel goes to destroy S’dom, a city full of evil in-
habitants who abused and humiliated travelers. The third angel goes to save Lot’s family from S’dom’s destruction. When comparing the 
reactions of Avraham and Noah when they learned Hashem would destroy the evil people, Noah didn’t fight with G-d whereas Avraham, 
on the other hand, showed compassion and pleaded with Hashem not to destroy them. 
 

This Shabbat our children will ask: 
1. Which practical mitzvah is exemplified by Avraham? 

2. Who were the travelers passing by? 

3. Where were they going? 

4. How old were Sarah and Avraham? 

5. Why did Sarah laugh at the blessing? 

6.What happened to Lot’s wife? 

7.When did Avraham and Sarah move to Be’er Sheva? 

Youth Department 

This Shabbat, November 4th • 10:45am Teen Minyan & Munch Join us in the pre-function room for Musaf and Kiddush (Sushi and 
more!). Sponsored by the Sterman family in memory of Morris (Moshe) Sterman z’l on his yahrtzeit Shabbat.  
 

Motzei Shabbat, November 18 • Teen Movie Night . Join us for a movie, pizza and popcorn. Sponsored by Rabbi Charlie Savenor and 
Julie Walpert in honor of the upcoming anniversary of Julie’s parents, Ann and Harvey Walpert.                                                                                              
 

We'd love to keep you and your teens posted on upcoming events! Email us at Teens@LSS.org to join our mailing list and stay apprised of 
great things to come!  

Shabbat Shalom! Danielle & Ariel 
If you'd like to sponsor a teen kiddush or an event please email teens@lss.org 

 

For more information on exciting teen events  or to join the teen email list please email Youth Directors, Ariel & Danielle Sterman at 
teens@lss.org.  Please include your child's name, email address, and birth date. Then sit back and wait for exciting things to come! 

Teen Department 

                                     www.lss.org/haveyoursay        
 

One hundred sixty five of you have participated and we thank you!!! To provide excellent customer experiences, we must listen 
to our members-but this survey is of little use to us if the response rates are low. The response rate has a direct bearing on 
the survey’s usefulness and our ability to enact change. We plan to close the loop. Not only do we want to hear from you now but 
we also want you to know that we will act based on your feedback. Transparency is key! That is why we will send an end-of-
survey e-mail thanking you for participating and providing feedback and describing the actions that will be taken in response to the 
results. Your participation is vital to our success! Please take a few moments to fill out the survey and be a part of this meaningful 
project. Your participation is vital to our success! All those that have filled it out and anyone filling it out now will be entered to win 
a $50 Amazon gift card! Please take a few moments to fill out the survey and be a part of this meaningful project by going to the 
link above.  The next Amazon Gift Card Winner will be announced soon! Participate today! 

                               LSS Synagogue Survey- “Have Your Say”- Needs Your Input Now! 

                              Second Winner Announcement Coming Soon 

Parhsat Vayera 

Shabbat Schedule: 

10:00 am - Drop Off 

10:20 am - Shabbat Davening 

10:50 am – Vayera: Hospitality & Compassion 

11:00 am - Avraham’s Ohel Circle Time  

11:00 am - NFL on the Terrace 

http://www.lss.org/haveyoursay
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Parshat Vayera 

11/4/17 

Margy-Ruth Davis 

“Akedat” Yishmael vs. Akedat Yitzchak  
 

 After Yitzchak is weaned, Sarah demands that Avraham banish – the Hebrew root g’r’sh is also a cognate for di-
vorce – Hagar and Yishmael. In effect, she is emancipating her slave. Surrogate motherhood was not uncommon in that 
culture. Now, in accordance with local law, Sarah wants to send Yishmael away so that he will not be Avraham’s heir. 

 Sarah may also have wanted to restore some peace to the Abrahamic household. There were tensions between 
the two wives. Earlier in our story, Hagar had looked down on Sarah for her barrenness. Unable to handle Sarah’s harsh 
discipline, Hagar fled to an oasis in the desert and had named the well she found, Be’er LeChai Roi, the Well of the Liv-
ing One.  Now too, Yishmael is “metzachek,” making sport, during the great weaning celebration. 

 Avraham is deeply reluctant. He has hoped that Yishmael would be part of God’s covenant with him. But God 
repeats an earlier bracha and endorses Sarah’s demand: “…for in Yitzchak will be called your seed. But I will also make 
the handmaid’s son into a great nation, because he is your seed (21:12).” 

 Hagar and Yishmael wander in the desert and are soon lost. Yishmael is parched with thirst and their water is 
gone. Hagar moves away from Yishmael, a length of two bow shots, so as not to hear his cries. She assumes that he will 
perish. 

 Yishmael’s story closely tracks that of Yitzchak, when Avraham is commanded to “bring him up there for a burnt 
offering” in the very next chapter. In both stories, Avraham must part from a beloved son, seemingly forever. Yet, de-
spite his great pain, Avraham rises early in the morning to do God’s bidding. In both stories, he does not delegate the 
details to others. He personally puts the bread and water on Hagar’s shoulder. And when it comes to sacrificing Isaac, 
Avraham saddles his own donkey and splits his own wood. 

Both Yishmael and Yitzchak are near death and each is saved at the last moment. Some commentators deem 
each to be reborn, with new purpose. Each is called a na’ar, a lad. In each story, an angel intercedes from the heavens 
and promises that the lad will become a great nation or have a multitude of descendants.  It is only after the angels 
have spoken that Hagar and Avraham each discover remedies hiding in plain sight. God opens Hagar’s eyes and she 
sees a well of water; this will save Yishmael. Avraham lifts his eyes and sees a ram. It will take Yitzchak’s place as a sac-
rifice.  

Still, there are important differences. Hagar quickly loses her way; Avraham walks for three days, but always 
stays on course. Hagar and Yishmael are in the desert, at an accidental spot of no significance. Avraham and Yitzchak go 
to a hilltop designated by God.  

Feeling numb, Hagar cannot bear to see Yishmael’s suffering and abandons him rather than watch him die. Av-
raham, however, walks with Yitzchak “together.” The word “yachdav” is used three times as Avraham and Yitzchak 
travel to the sacrificial site and return from it. 

God ultimately responds to Yishmael’s cries -- but not to Hagar: “Fear not, for God has heard the lad’s voice, 

where he is (21:17).” However, in Isaac’s story, the emphasis is on the father, on Avraham. The angel intervenes and 

observes, “For now I know you are a God-fearing man and did not withhold your only son from me (22:12).” 

Yishmael and Yitzchak have spent only a few years together, living under the same set of tents. Their age 
difference surely precluded any kind of sibling tie. Yet when Avraham dies, Yitzchak and Yishmael bury him together 
(25:9). The Torah then records that Yitzchak settles near Be’er LeChai Roi; this may hint at a reconciliation between the 
two brothers. Be’er LeChai Roi is Hagar’s well. Some surmise that Yishmael and his family were living there as well.  

Both are Avraham’s heirs – both are his seed -- and their stories are deeply intertwined. Perhaps we can find 

hints to their similarities and differences in these parallel tales. 

________________________ 

I am indebted to Perry Davis for pointing me to this theme. Many of the insights here are drawn from shiurim by Rabbis Elchanan Samet and 
Michael Hattin, Virtual Beit Midrash, Yeshivat Har Etzion. 

lss.org

