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THIS SHABBAT

6:03pm Shabbat Candle Lighting
Friday Night
6:05pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in Nathaniel Richman Cohen
Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer
Dvar Torah given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson
Shabbat Morning
7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by
shiur given by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow
8:30am Parsha Shiur given by Rabbinic Intern, Zac Schwartz on
Abarbanel: Building the Foundations for New Methods of
Biblical Analysis as the Old World Burns
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by
Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. Drasha given by Rabbi Shaul
Robinson followed by Musaf
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm
LL201
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan
in the Belfer Beit Midrash
9:52am Latest Shema
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, 3rd floor gym)
Shabbat Afternoon
1:15pm Young Professionals Kick-Off Luncheon in the Belfer Beit
Midrash (pre-registration required)
4:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society: Meet in the shul lobby to
visit patients at Mount Sinai West.
4:15pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the
Belfer Beit Midrash
4:45pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim
Buchwald in Rm 211
4:45pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in
the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by
Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld
5:30pm Teen Sushi Seudah Shlishit in Rm 206/207
5:45pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit
7:02pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends

Friday Evening, 6:05pm: Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel
Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer.
Dvar Torah given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson.
Shabbat Morning, 9:00am: Davening led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer.
Drasha given by Rabbi Shaul Robinson.
Celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of Jeremy Feder.
Shabbat Afternoon, 1:15pm: We welcome all those participating in the
Young Professionals Kick Off Luncheon. (pre-registration required)
Shabbat Afternoon, 4:45pm: Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat
Pre-Mincha Shiur given by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld.
Shabbat Afternoon, 5:30pm: Teen Sushi Seudah Shlishit in Rm 206/207

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
Hashkama Kiddush: Sponsored anonymously
Main Kiddush: Valerie and Danny Feder on the Bar Mitzvah of their son
Jeremy. Mazal tov to siblings Rebecca and Sophia and to grandparents
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Feder and Mrs. Raymonde Schroeder and the
entire family.
Beginners Kiddush: Lenore and Jack Brown and Meryl and Benjy Brown
in honor of their esteemed Rabbi and driver and in honor of Jay Brown
giving the Dvar Torah this Shabbat.
Seudah Shlishit: Beth Epstein in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her
mother, Sarah bat Chaim a”h.

HAKARAT HATOV
Evan Sehgal for writing this week’s Dvar Torah.

LSS SECURITY COURSE
The LSS Security Team needs you. Join us in helping to keep our shul safe
and secure. The next two-part course is right around the corner.

Wednesday, Oct 17 and Wednesday, Oct 24 @ 8:00pm

MAZAL TOV
Valerie and Danny Feder on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Jeremy.
Mazal tov to siblings Rebecca and Sophia and to grandparents Mr. and
Mrs. Aaron Feder and Mrs. Raymonde Schroeder and the entire family.

Both classes need to be attended to pass the course.
Location: Upper West Side (exact address to TBD)
Please contact security@lss.org to apply.

Devorah and Chananiah Pelman on the birth of a baby boy on Chol
Hamoed and to Ariella and Chaim Lowy on the birth of baby boy on
Hoshana Rabba. Mazal Tov also to grandparents Rudolph and Ann
Lowy.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Miriam and Richard Donald
Sarit and Ben Goldberg
Daina and Greg Gurevich
Ariela Jaglom
Joshua Lukeman

Our LSS Youth Directors, Ariella and Mendel Lazaros on the birth of a
baby girl.
Weekly Prayer Schedule: October 14

Mincha/Ma’ariv: (Sun-Thurs) 6:00pm

Day

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Daf Yomi

7:45am

6:15am

6:20am

6:20am

6:15am

6:20am

Shacharit

7:10am, 8:30am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am

7:10am, 7:50am

7:00am, 7:50am

7:10am, 7:50am

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, October 21: LSS Fall Clothing Drive: 10:00am-1:00pm Help those in need of some aid to prepare themselves for this upcoming Winter.
Now is your chance for a chesed opportunity, volunteering and cleaning out your closets. Please pick up a flyer in our shul lobby for a full list of
volunteer needs. Location: LSS Lobby
Sunday, October 21: Conversion to Judaism– What is best for Jewish People?: 10:00am-12:00pm The Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals
presents Conversion to Judaism-What is best for the Jewish people? A panel discussion with Rabbi Hayyim Angel, Rabbi Yona Reiss and Rabbi
Marc Angel. Free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash
Monday, October 22: Young Professionals Women's Learning Session: 8:00pm Join the women YP’s for a shiur by Community Educator, Zissy
Turner on Parshat Vayera: A Character Analysis of Yishmael. This event will take place in a private residence on Riverside Blvd. To help us
anticipate the number of guests, please register at www.lss.org/event/vayera. For exact address, please call the shul office at 212-874-6100.
Light refreshments will be served.
Tuesday, October 23: Flu Shots: 5:00pm-7:00pm Mount Sinai will be coming to administer flu shots. Location: outside the Main Sanctuary.
Tuesday, October 30: Soaring Imagery Workshop: 7:00pm-8:30pm The What Matters Program introduces Soaring Imagery Workshop.
Discover how to tap into your inner strength and wisdom through five centering imagery exercises, walk away with the tools you need to feel
calm and connected to your inner wisdom and strength, even during challenging times. Register at www.lss.org/event/soaringimagery
Sunday, November 4: LSS & The Drisha Institute presents the Renee and Alexander Bohm Memorial Lecture: 7:30pm More details to follow
Monday, November 5: Meet Aryeh Green, author of My Israel Trail: Finding Peace in the Promised Land: 7:00 pm : A former advisor to Natan
Sharansky and head of MediaCentral in Jerusalem, Aryeh hiked the entire length and breadth of Israel on Shvil Israel - the Israel National Trail.
The talk, accompanied by photos and video, will describe his intimate encounter with the land, history and people of Israel.
Copies of the book will be available for purchase. The event is free. To help us anticipate the number of guests, please register at
www.lss.org/event/myisraeltrail. Rm 206/207
Shabbat, November 9: Shabbat Scholar in Residence: Malke Bina and Shani Taragin of Matan. More details to follow
Sunday, November 11: offsite event: Israel Bonds brunch hosted by the United Congregations for Israel, of which LSS is a member: 11:00am
The program will feature a talk by IDF Sgt. Benjamin Anthony from the "Our Soldiers Speak" organization.
Location: Habonim Congregation, 130 West End Avenue at 64th street.
Sunday, November 18 : The Heights of Courage: Brig. General (ret.) Avigdor Kahalani: 7:00pm-9:00pm. The Medal of Valor is the highest
military award that the State of Israel awards in recognition for "performing a supreme act of valor while facing the enemy and risking one's life".
Meet Brigadier General (ret) Avigdor Kahalani, winner of this highly prestigious award. Avigdor led a vastly outnumbered force of Israel tanks
and held back the assault of Syrian tanks in the Golan Heights during the Yom Kippur War. Autographed copies of Avigdor's book, The Heights of
Courage, will be available for purchase. Also addressing us will be Israel's Consul General in New York, Dani Dayan.
Please register as https://www.lss.org/event/courage . Cost $10 Location: Ballroom
Friday, November 30-December 1: Annual LSS Hospitality Shabbaton Be a Guest. Be a Host. Be a Part.
Pick a Shabbat meal and make new friends! Let us know whether you want to host or be hosted- the more we know, the better we can make sure
that everyone's a part of this wonderful event. Email: hospitalityshabbaton@lss.org

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday:
 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; Takes place after the 2nd Minyan - Belfer Beit Midrash.
Monday:
 Chug Ivrit given by Hai Piazesky. 7:00pm-8:15pm. In the class, we read articles from the Israeli press, watch videos of news stories,
documentaries and comedy clips, listen to (and sing along!) Israeli songs and chat in Ivrit. Rm 207
 The Jewish Living Workshop Led by Dassa and Bill Greenbaum: 7:30pm-8:30pm The Jewish Living Workshop, a 10 sessions series, is a
“hands-on” experience. We learn by doing. The workshop is free, a few sessions will require a modest fee for materials;
register at JLworkshop@yahoo.com. Topic: Jewish Life Cycles: What to expect as a Bris, Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah, Jewish Funeral, Paying a
Shiva call. Rm 208/210
 New Class Beginning this week October 15: Read Hebrew America, Hebrew Reading Crash Course Levels I and II: 6:30pm– 8:00pm:
The 5 classes last 1 1/2 hours, and are free and open to all. Register at www.lss.org/beginners. Co-sponsored by NJOP. Rm LL201/LL202
 New Class Beginning this week October 15 Monday Night Beit Midrash Series led by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld “Holy Fire: The Piaseczner”:
8:00pm-9:00pm. This will be a 4 class series. (Oct 15, 22, 29 and Nov. 5) Location: Belfer Beit Midrash
Tuesday:
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am. RmLL201
 Intro to Bible led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald: 6:30pm-8:00pm This 8 session course provides a general overview of the content and style of
the Bible. We will review basic literary and theological approaches to Bible study, traditional and modern, through the analysis of the Biblical
text. To register, please call 212-874-6100 or register online at www.lss.org/beginners. Cost: $90, Free to LSS Members. No one will be turned
away for lack of funds. Rm 206/207. (This will be the 2nd session)
 Beit Midrash Night, The Book of Samuel II led by Ron Platzer; 6:45pm–7:45pm. Rm 211
Wednesday:
 Israel and Zionism: The Complete Background given by Paul Shaviv: 8:00pm-9:00pm: This is a 7 class series. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash
Thursday:
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer:11:30am-12:30pm. Rm LL201
Please note there will be no class on October 18.
 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha with Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm–8:00pm. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash

YOUTH DEPARTMENT
Shabbat schedule:

זרעיםSeedlings (2 years old) Room 210
 שורשיםRoots (3-4 years old) Room 211
 ניצניםBuds (K-1st) Room 208
 פרחיםFlowers (2nd-7th) Room 206
 ענפיםBranches (2nd-7th) Room 207

10:00 am - Drop-off (Rms 206-211)
10:45 am - Davening, Circle Time, and Healthy Kiddush
(Rms 206-211)
11:00 am - Parsha & Candy: Noach’s Animals
(Rm 210, 211)
11:10 am - Recreation, Games, and Rehydration
(Rm 206/207, or Terrace)

Parshat Noach Dvar Torah

The first pasuk in this week's Parshat Noach 6:9 states that Noach was a "Tzadik Tamim," the perfect tzadik. Yet, when
our Rabbis compare Noach to Avraham, Noach is typically not compared favorably. Why?
If we fast forward a few weeks to Parshat Vaerah 18:24, Hashem tells Avraham that G-d will destroy the wicked people
of Sedom (who were really bad people). Avraham's reaction though is to argue with G-d and beg him to spare these
wicked people. Avraham says to Hashem, "Maybe you'll find 50 righteous people among them, 40 righteous people, 30
righteous people" and negotiates and fights with Hashem to save their lives. But we don't find anywhere in the Torah
that Noach advocated, begged, or pleaded on behalf of the people of his generation. The Torah tells us that Noach took
his wife, children, their spouses, and saved them, but we don't find anywhere that Noach tried to save the rest of the
world. This is why our Rabbis compare Avraham favorably to Noach.
After Shul Ask Your Children:
In what way do Chazal compare Noach to Avraham?
How many days did it rain during the flood?
What were the names of the three sons of Noach?
How old was Noach when the flood started?
Baby & Me Recap
When singing morning Brachot the babes gave extra emphasis to Modeh Anii, singing thank you
to Hashem for our neshamas and for giving us another day. The babes all sat quietly, enjoying
Thank You for Me!, a PJ Library story, which details all the things in our lives to be thankful for.
Shabbat Shalom, Ariella & Mendel Lazaros

MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DPEARTMENT
This Shabbat, October 13: Teen Sushi Seudah Shlishit: 5:30pm
Come join Rabbinic Intern, Zac Schwartz and meet his fiancé, Rachel, for an
exciting Seudah Shlishit with sushi, candy and make your own sundaes! See old
friends, meet new ones and join us for a program filled with fun, games and
inspiration! Rm 206/207
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Parshat Noach
October 13, 2018
Written by: Evan Sehgal

Parshat Noach
A cursory reading of the nine psukim discussing the Dor HaFlaga seems to describe a generation who merely wants to live together and
build monuments. Yet they suffer perhaps the ultimate punishment; they have no share in the World to Come (Sanhedrin 109a). What
was their sin? Their sin was the worst form of idolatry, they started to worship themselves.
This was the brain child of Nimrod, the world’s first tyrant (Chullin 89a). Nimrod learned to bake clay into bricks and then cement them
together. Man was now like G-d, capable of erecting previously impossible structures. Nimrod wanted to rule over a society enamored
with their new-found prowess. What Nimrod lacked were laborers to construct his new city and tower, subjects to worship him, and the
means to control it all.
The first step was to corral everyone into his “kingdom, Babel … in the land of Shinar” (10:10). Nimrod “was a mighty hunter” (10:9) and
was able to subjugate each nation with a combination of cunning (natural to a hunter, Abarbanel), intimidation (with his physical prowess,
Abarbanel), or outright conquest (Radak). And some required no coercion at all; they were attracted by Nimrod ‘s personality. Nimrod
was mighty “before the L-d” (10:9) “which implies boundless hubris, for there is no might before the L-d” (Gur Aryeh).
The second step in Nimrod’s plan was to unify their physical effort in a giant public works project, not unlike Pharaoh’s 475 years later.
They were motivated by fear ”"פןlest something horrible happen (R. Jonathan Sacks). Nimrod said “come let us build ourselves a city and
a tower… lest we be scattered over the face of the earth” (11:4). Pharaoh said, “come let us deal wisely with them lest they increase and
join with our enemies in time of war, displacing us from our land… and they built store-cities, Pithom and Raases”
(Ex 1:10-11).
The third step was to unify their thinking (11:1) so that their sole concern was the state and its enterprise. “The builders brought bricks up
on one side and came down the other. If a man fell down and died, no heed was given to him. but when a brick fell down, they stopped
work and wept, saying ‘woe unto us! When will another be brought up in its stead?’ ” (Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 24). The Dor HaFlaga
continued building even after their language was confounded and coworkers could no longer communicate with each other (Rashi). It was
only after “…Hashem dispersed them from there over the face of the whole earth (that) they stopped building the city” (11:2). Once a person has resolved to commit a sin he not easily dissuaded (Brisker Rav). It is the same psychology manifest in Sidom where the residents
tried to break into Lot’s house and seize his guests. The angels struck the men with blindness, still, “They struggle to find the
door” (19:11).
Many ideas have been offered to explain why the Dor HaFlaga chose, dafka, to build a tower. They include: as a domicile above the
previous high water mark (Sanhedrin 109a) in case Hashem brought another flood or in case a flood naturally recurs every 1656 years (the
original flood occurred in the year 1656 after creation); as a launching pad to escape the vicissitudes of earth (R. Yehonasan Eibeschutz); as
a beacon to prevent people from wandering away, in defiance of G-d who commanded the people to spread out (11:4 Ohr Hachaim,
Me’am Lo’az); or as a means of self-aggrandizement (Nechama Leibowitz). However, the overarching purpose of the tower was to be a
monument to man and his ability to shape the world. They wanted “to make a name for ourselves” (11:4). That is why they built a tower
to Heaven starting in a valley. They did not deign to start on a mountain and share credit with the Creator of mountains. Nor did they use
stones; they only used bricks which they baked themselves (11:3). They earned their eponym “Sons of man” (11:5). Their כפיות
, הטובingratitude, was an allusion to the first man, Adam HaRishon (Rashi), who, instead of thanking Hashem for giving him a wife as a
companion, blamed Hashem for laying the foundation of his sin. “The woman whom You gave to be with me – she gave me of the tree and
I ate” (Shemot 3:12).
Into this world walked Avraham who asserted that although the world was created for man, it was created by G-d ex nihilo and continues
to be directed by G-d according to a Divine plan. How ironic, to silence Avraham, Nimrod threw Avraham into the giant furnace which was
used to bake the bricks that were the foundation of his idolatry (Netziv, Bereshit Rabbah 38, 13). Avraham and G-d survived, Nimrod
and Bavel did not. To decide on their punishment, G-d “came down to see the city and tower” (11:5). This expression is meant to mock
the builders who wanted to reach Heaven; G-d still has to come down to see the Tower. And it is an expression of G-d foreseeing the
inevitable course of this society (Sforno) and disbanding it before the worst is realized. (Sanhedrin 72a).
When humans band together to perfect society without Hashem, it always ends in disaster. Examples within recent memory include the
eugenics of Nazi Germany and the failed utopia of Stalinist Russia. On other hand, achdus is a blessing when it is l’shem shemiam. “G-d
commanded the Israelites to build the Tabernacle as an antidote to the Golden Calf, because the collective effort with an elevated purpose
would reorient them to G-d’s presence in their community” (R. Jonathan Sacks).
We should all aspire to a world unified solely in service to G-d; only then ( ביום ההוא יהיה אחד ושמו אחד והיה ה' למלך על כל הארץZachariah
14:9) “Will Hashem be king over all the earth. On that day Hashem will be One and His name One.”

Shabbat Shalom

