
 

  
 ECHOD 

 

6:27pm Earliest Candle Lighting 
7:36pm Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 

Friday Night 
 

6:45pm Early Mincha/Ma’ariv in the Nathaniel Richman  
  Cohen Sanctuary. Services officiated and Dvar Torah given by 

 Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  
  Davening led by Chazzan Yisroel Lesches. 
7:40pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Belfer Beit Midrash.  
 

Shabbat Morning  
 

7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a  
 shiur given by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow 
8:30am Parsha Shiur given by Community Educator, Zissy Turner on  
 "Why is the Goat Sent to Azael?"  
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
 Drasha given by Community Educator, Zissy Turner after  
 Musaf. Davening led by Chazzan Yisroel Lesches. 
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201 
9:21am Latest Shema 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer  
 Beit Midrash 
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, 3rd floor gym) 
 

Shabbat Afternoon 
 

12:30pm Beginners Luncheon: Welcome to all those attending 
5:55pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash 
6:25pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim  
 Buchwald in Rm 211 
6:25pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in 
 the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbi Josh 
 Rosenfeld on “The Holiness of Soccer: A Shiur for  
 Yom Ha’atzmaut” 
7:25pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Dvar Torah given by Rav Yair Binstock  
8:38pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends 

Shaul Robinson  Josh Rosenfeld Sherwood Goffin z”l   Yanky Lemmer Tamar Fix Alan Samuels 

Senior Rabbi Assistant Rabbi Founding Chazzan   Cantor Executive Director President 

Parshat Acharei Mot/ Shabbat Mevarchim 29 Nisan 5779    May 3-4, 2019 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

The molad for Rosh Chodesh Iyyar will be this afternoon at 10 minutes after  
2 PM. Rosh Chodesh Iyyar will be on Sunday and Monday. 

ROSH CHODESH 

Hashkama Kiddush: Elissa and Robert Burnat in commemoration of the 
yahrtzeit of Robert's mother, Esther Gitel bas Shlomo a"h.  
 

Main Kiddush:  
Len Margulies in honor of the birth of his twin grandchildren in  
Eretz Yisroel. 
 

Thank you also to Ruth and Bernie Simon for contributing to our main  
kiddush in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of Samuel Simon (Shalom ben 
Shlomo Zalman) z"l.  
 

Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan Kiddush:  
Tineke and Steven Kevelson in commemoration of the 4th yahrtzeit of 
their beloved Mother, Rebecca Kevelson, a"h and remembering her love of 
family and elegance. And in honor of the birth of a son to their children 
Davina & Elan Sasson.  
 

Natasha (Rachel) and Coby Zekry in honor of the birth of a daughter, Naya 
Eleanor Zekry, born on Sunday, April 28.  
 

Beginners Kiddush:  
Deborah Croland in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of her father, Stuart 
Saul Croland, Yisrael Schlomo ben Avraham z"l on 3 Nissan, and in honor of 
the Beginners’ Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald.  
 

Natasha (Rachel) and Coby Zekry in honor of the birth of a daughter, Naya 
Eleanor Zekry, born on Sunday, April 28.  
 

Seudah Shlishit:  
Tova and Howard Weiser in commemoration of the 25th yahrtzeit of  
Howard's father, Aharon ben Reuven Eliezer and Chaya Rivka, a”h.   
 

Ann Crane Lowy and Rudy Lowy in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of 
their mother, Bernice Crane a"h.  

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

Evan Sehgal for writing this week’s Dvar Torah. 

HAKARAT  HATOV 

       Weekly Prayer Schedule: May 5     
Day Sunday 

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar  
Monday 

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
Tuesday  Wednesday 

Yom Hazikaron 
Thursday 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
Friday 

Daf Yomi 7:55am 6:15am 6:20am 6:20am 6:15am 6:20am 

Shacharit 7:00am, 8:30am 7:00am, 7:40am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 

Mincha/Maariv 7:45pm 7:45pm 7:50pm 7:50pm 7:50pm 7:50pm 

HOSPITALITY NEEDS 

Please host our Rabbinic Intern and Community Educator for Shabbat meals 
and/or lodging. Please email hospitality@lss.org with the subject line 
“intern” and your availability to meet our current needs. 
 

LSS Teen Directors and Rabbinic Intern, Zac & Rachel Schwartz are in need 
of meals and lodging on May 10-11 and May 24-25. 
 

Community Educator, Zissy Turner and her husband, Sam, are in need of 
meals and lodging on June 7-9. 

 

Grandparents Tineke and Steven Kevelson on the birth of a baby boy to 
their children Davina and Elan Sasson. Mazal tov to the Sasson Family. 
 

Saba Len Margulies on the birth of a baby girl and boy to his children 
Paula and Michael Sion of Ra’anana, Israel. 
 

Grandparents Judy and Cyrus Abbe on the birth of a baby boy to their  
children Rivka and Yehoshua Szafranski. 
 

Natasha (Rachel) and Coby Zekry on the birth of a baby girl, Naya  
Eleanor Zekry. Mazal tov also to big brother, Nitay. 
 

Joe Aiken on receiving the Young Leadership Award at the Israel 
Scholarship educational fund dinner on Thursday night. 

MAZAL TOV 

This week we welcome Rav Yair Binstock, rabbi of the 'Zait 
Raanan community in Efrat and a teacher and rabbi of the 
'Zviya' junior high in Maale Adumim. Rav Binstock  
established the Bar Mitzvah project of the 'Tzohar'  
organization which holds a fleet of more than 200 Bar  
Mitzvah guides throughout Israel addressing the secular 
sector; was a member of the 'Ezra' youth group  
management, and was Director of the Training Department 
in Educational Organizations such as 'Lahav' and 'Mibereshit'. Rav Binstock 
lives in Efrat, married to Dr. Esther Binstock and a father of five. 

WELCOME 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, May 5: Trauma in Every Generation: Jewish Response to 
Personal & Public Catastrophe Community Program:  

 10:00am-12:30pm 
 *Please note this is an offsite event 
 Presentation given by Dr. Rachel Yehuda, Director of the  
 Traumatic Stress Studies Division, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine 

followed by your choice of a guided study of related Jewish text or 
facilitated group discussion. To register, please click the link in the 
electronic version of the Echod. Location: Ramaz Middle School, 
144 E 85th St. NY, NY 10028 

 

Sunday, May 5: UWS Celebrates Israel: 10:30am 
 *Please note this is an offsite event 
 Join the neighborhood celebration of Israel's 71st anniversary  
 featuring Israeli bands, dancing, kosher food, arts & crafts,  
 activities for kids. Many of the activities are free, but some  
 require paid, advance registration. Please visit 

www.UWSIsrael.org. Location: Congregation B’nai Jeshurun, 257 
West 88th St, between Broadway & West End Ave 

 

Monday, May 6: CommUnity Witness Theater Performance: 
7:00pm 

 *Please note this is an offsite event 
 We made a promise to “Never Forget” – and we’ve kept it. 

Join Lincoln Square Synagogue, UJA-Federation and Selfhelp  
 Community Services for a special performance in which Holocaust 

survivors are paired with local high school seniors to retell the  
 survivors’ wartime experiences through an original and  
 compelling dramatic production. For tickets, please click the link 

in the electronic version of Echod. For more information, please  
 contact Rebecca Zimilover at zimiloverr@ujafedny.org or  
 212-836-1356. Location: Peter Norton Symphony Space  
 (2537 Broadway, at W. 95th Street).  
 

Monday, May 6: Beginners Schmooze: 8:15pm 
 Free and open to all. Refreshments will be served. Call  
 212-874-6100 to confirm. Location: Room 211 
 

Wednesday, May 8: Yom Ha’atzmaut Singles Celebration: 6:00pm 
 Join the LSS Singles Committee 40+ as  they celebrate Yom 

Ha’atzmaut. There will be entertainment, a foodie talk and demo, 
and a light dinner plus. Cost: $45. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/singlescelebration. 

 

Thursday, May 9: Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration: 6:00pm 
 Israeli-Style BBQ with kebabs, schwarma, cigars, schnitzel,  
 bourekas, falafel and much more. Listen to Chazzan Yanky  
 Lemmer as you never heard him before as he performs Israeli 

songs. Raise a l’chayim with Israeli beer and wine. Special  
 activities for the kids. Cost: $30 in advance ($36 at the door), $10 

for children under 10.  To register, please visit 
 www.lss.org/event/yomhaatzmaut2019.  
 Location: Spira Terrace  
 

Monday, May 13: Insurance 101: 6:30pm 
 This class will cover everything you always wanted to know about 

life, disability, long-term care, and medicare supplement  
 insurance. We will help you understand what these plans cover, 

how to determine your needs, and whether any of these plans are  
 appropriate for you. There is no cost to register. For questions, 

please email lsqsingles@gmail.com. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/insurance101. 

 

Shabbat, June 1: Beginners Luncheon: 12:30pm 
 This will be the final Beginners Luncheon of the season. Cost: $25. 

Please make your reservations by Thursday, May 30th. To  
 register, please visit www.lss.org/beginners or call 212-874-6100. 
 

Motzei Shabbat, June 8: All Night Shavuot Learn-A-Thon: 12:00am 
 Save the date. More information to come.  

To sponsor a shiur please visit www.lss.org/form/sponsorship  
Clergy Shiur ($360)  

Rabbinic Interns/Community Educators Shiur ($120) 

SPONSOR A SHIUR 

Sunday: 
 

 Sunday Morning Responsa with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld; Takes place after 
the 2nd Minyan. Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  

 

Monday:  
 

 Chug Ivrit given by Hai Piazesky and Dan Munk. 7:00pm-8:15pm. In this 
class, we read articles from the Israeli press, watch videos of news      
stories, documentaries and comedy clips, listen to (and sing along!) to 
Israeli songs and chat in Ivrit. Location: Rm 207 

 

 Jewish Living Workshop:  7:30pm-8:30pm. Led by Dassa and Bill     
Greenbaum. Topic: Zmirot Workshop. To register, please email        
jlworkshop@yahoo.com.  

 

 Hebrew Reading Crash Course Levels I and II. The 5 classes last 
1 1/2 hours, and are free and open to all. Register at 
www.lss.org/beginners. 
 

 Ramchal: Ethicist, Poet, Philosopher, Mystic, Renaissance 
Man led by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld. 8:30pm-9:15pm. A five-part 
series introducing and exploring the life and works of Rabbi 

Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (1707-1746), one of Jewish History’s most         
influential and remarkable thinkers. This will be the first of five classes. 
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Tuesday: 
 

 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 
Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am. Location: Rm LL201 

 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led 
by Ron Platzer: 7:00pm-7:50pm. M'lachim, the Book of Kings - the death 
of David, the magnificent reign of Solomon and his fall, the split      king-
dom, the dramatic tales of Elijah and Elisha, and so much more.     Join 
our lively weekly study/discussion group as we analyze, pasuk by pasuk, 
these exciting Biblical narratives. Location: Rm 211 

 

 Community Kollel: organized by Rabbinic Intern and Teen Director, Zac 
Schwartz: 7:30pm-9:30pm. A groundbreaking program featuring         
impressive young educators. Choose between mini classes and one on 
one learning. Catering to aspiring learners of all backgrounds, from     
beginner to yeshiva veteran. To register please click on the link in the 
Echod electronic version or email teens@lss.org.                                      
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Wednesday: 
 

 Beit Midrash night: The Subversive Religious Poetry of Yehuda Amichai 
given by Sara Brzowsky: 7:00pm-8:00pm. Location: Rm 207  

 

Thursday:  
 

 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 
11:30am-12:30pm. Last Week’s Topic: “Antisemitism”                            
Location: Rm LL201. 

 

 *(Please note this is an offsite event) Lunch & Learn: led by Rabbi Shaul 
Robinson: 12:45pm-1:30pm. If you are interested in attending, please 
email Micah Bloomfield at mbloomfield@stroock.com. Location: 180 
Maiden Lane NY, NY 10038 

 

 The Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led by   
Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 7:00pm-8:00pm Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

 

Happy Learning! 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dvar Torah 
 

This week's Parshat Achrei Mot details the job description of the Kohen Gadol 
(High Priest) on the holiest day of the year, Yom Kippur. The Kohen Gadol 
would enter the Kodesh HaKedoshim, the holiest part of the Mishkan and Beit 
Hamikdash, and recite a special prayer service four different times over the 
course of the day. This service was asking Hashem to secure forgiveness for 
the Jewish people. But what about today? We no longer have a Mishkan or a 
Beit Hamikdash or a Kohen Gadol - how are we forgiven on Yom Kippur?  
The answer is that we've added that special service called “The Avodah” to 
our own davening. Despite the Beit Hamikdash's destruction, we can all still 
find ways to make our present days holier.  
 

After Shul Ask Your Children: 
 

1. What did the Kohen Gadol do on Yom Kippur? 
2. How many garments does he wear on Yom Kippur? 
3. How do we secure our own forgiveness now? 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Sunday, May 5: Babies & Brunch Spring Time Fun: 10:00am 
 Join us for a morning of songs, crafts, and delicious brunch for babies 0-4 

years old. Generously sponsored by the Gontownik family. To register, 
please visit www.lss.org/event/springbabies. 

 

Thursday, May 9: Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration: 6:00pm 
 Snow cones, arts & crafts, and popcorn for kids. Cost: $25 in advance 

online, $10 for kids (under 10 years old). To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/yomhaatzmaut2019. 

 

Shavuot, June 9: Scoops & Sprinkles Ice Cream Party: 11:00am 
 Save the date. More information to come. 
 

Shavuot, June 10: Children’s Hakafot 
 Save the date. More information to come. 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom, 
Ariella & Mendel Lazaros 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT  

Shabbat schedule: 
10:00 am Drop Off (Rooms 206-211) 
10:45 am Davening, Circle Time, and Healthy Kiddush  
 (Rooms 206-211) 
11:00 am Parsha & Candy: The Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur 
 (Rooms 208-211) 
11:10 am Recreation, Games, and Rehydration  
 (Room 206-207) 
11:45 am Groups End 

 Seedlings  (2 years old) Room 210         זרעים 

שורשים    Roots    (3-4 years old) Room 211  

 Buds         (K-1st) Room 208 ניצנים 

          Flowers    (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים 

   Branches  (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים 

Answers: 
1. He would enter the Kodesh Kedoshim and recite a special prayer to 

ensure forgiveness for the Jewish people. 
2. Four 
3. We add the same prayer into our Yom Kippur tefila. 

 

 

YOM HA’ATZMAUT EVENTS 



 

 

For more information about writing a Dvar Torah,  
see Bill Greenbaum in shul or email dvar@lss.org.  

 

We are currently looking for writers for:  
May 25 (Parshat Behar) 

June 1 (Parshat Bechukotai) 
June 22 (Parshat Beha’alotcha) 

Parshat Achrei Mot/Shabbat Mevarchim 
May 4, 2019 
Written by: Evan Sehgal 
 

Last week, four heroes risked their lives protecting others at the 
Chabad of Poway.  Lori Kaye died shielding the rabbi. Almog 
Peretz was shot in the leg pulling children to safety.  
Oscar Stewart, ran unarmed towards the gunman in an attempt to 
panic the shooter and cause him to flee.  Jonathan Morales, an 
off-duty border patrol officer, chased the suspect and fired four 
shots at him. 
 

These Jews instinctively knew that the greatest mitzvah is saving 
the life of another human being. It is articulated in the Talmud 
(Mishna, Sanhedrin 37a) “… anyone who destroys one life is  
considered by the Torah as if he as destroyed the entire world, 
and anyone who preserves one life is considered by the Torah as 
if he has saved the entire world.”   
 

In situations where there is time to weigh alternatives, to what 
extent are we commanded to save the life of another?  There are 
two Biblical commandments that address this point: 
 

(Devarim 22:2) “You should return it to him,”  והשבתו לו which is 
usually interpreted as the obligation to return a lost item to its 
owner, but is extrapolated by the Talmud (Bava Kamma 81b) to 
include an obligation to return someone’s body/life to him if it is 
endanger of being lost. 
 

(Vayikra 19:16) “Do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor” 
 From here we learn that if one sees someone לא תעמד על דם רעך 
drowning, being dragged by a wild animal or being threatened by 
robbers, he is obliged to save him (Rambam Hilchot Rotzeach 
 1:14, Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 426:1) 
 

From these pasukim we learn the following: 
 

1.  We are obligated to help “in any way we can” which includes 
spending money to hire others. 

 

2.  All Jews are obligated to save another’s life, even where risk to 
life is small, even where there is no guarantee the life-saving 
efforts will be successful, even if the extension of life may be 
short and even where there is a degree of risk to rescuer.   

 

Let us consider some of the parameters to these laws, starting 
with the first: 
How much money is one obligated to spend to save another  
person? According to the Rema (656:1) one must spend up to 
one-fifth of his assets, others say one must spend all of his money. 
However, after spending the money, the rescuer must be  
reimbursed by the rescued (Rosh on Sanhedrin 73a). If the  
rescued party doesn’t have enough to pay the bill, he has to pay 
everything he has (Sma, Choshen Mishpat תכו). This obligation 
devolves only on the rescued party and not on his friends and 
family.  This obligation is enforceable even if the rescued party 
later claims he didn’t want to be saved (Rema, Yorah De’ah רנג). 
And the obligation exists even if the rescue efforts are ultimately 

DVAR TORAH 

unsuccessful. (The Rosh allows relatives who paid for treatment 
of a terminally ill person to be reimbursed from estate  
of deceased.)   
 

The rescuer cannot bill for his time; it is the fulfillment of a  
mitzvah. (Tosafot on BM 31b).  The rescuer is exempt from paying 
for any damage necessary to the rescue effort.  For example, if 
one is lost in a vineyard, he may cut his way out, and to rescue 
another lost in a vineyard one may cut his way in and his way out, 
and both are exempt from paying for damages (Bava Kamma 
81b). “A pursuer chasing after an assailant in order to save the 
victim is exempt from payment for vessels he broke in the  
process – whether they belong to the attacker or the victim or 
anyone else” (Sanhedrin 74a). 
 

Opinions concerning the second issue focus on if one is obligated 
- or even permitted - to place his own life in danger to  
save another.   
 

On one hand we know one’s own life takes precedence over the 
life of another.  In Bava Metzia (62a) two people are walking in a 
desert and there is only enough water for one to survive to reach 
the other side. Ben Patura says they should share the water and 
each should survive a little longer. Rabbi Akiva and the Halacha 
say that the one with the water may keep it for himself; the  
mitzvot were given so “that thy brother may live with thee” 
(Leviticus 25:36); not die with him. 
 

Of course, this law does not apply to actively taking the life of 
another, even if doing so will save your own. For example, if one 
is told kill another person or be killed himself, Rava says you 
should accept death rather than commit murder. “What makes 
you think that your blood is redder than his? Perhaps his blood is 
redder than yours” (Yoma 82b). 
 

On the other hand, the Yerushalmi (Terumot 47a) avers that one 
must place himself in a circumstance of uncertain danger to save 
a victim from certain danger. Rabbi Ami was kidnapped and sure 
to be killed. R. Shimon ben Lakish volunteered to save him,  
knowing he was risking his own life. The Bavli disagrees and the 
Halacha follows the Bavli, codified in the Aruch Hashulchan 
(426:4). One is not obligated to place himself in excessive danger 
to save another. The standard is that degree of danger a person 
would assume to save his most precious possessions.   
“Every situation must be dealt with in context, and one must 
weigh this matter extremely carefully and not be overprotective 
of oneself.” The pasuk in Vayikra which says, “do not stand idly 
by” ends with, “I am Hashem.”  This is to warn you that G-d 
knows whether you are acting in good faith or not. 
 

In the midst of the horror which was Poway, there is  
overwhelming admiration for the Jews who acted beyond what 
even G-d asked of them, risking everything to save others. 
 מעשיהם ייזכרו בברכה
 

Shabbat Shalom 


