
 

  
 ECHOD 

 

6:01pm Earliest Candle Lighting 
7:03pm Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 
 

Friday Night 
 

7:05pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen 
 Sanctuary led by Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. Dvar Torah given by 
 Rabbi Shaul Robinson.  

 
 

Shabbat Morning  
 

7:45am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a  
 shiur on the third floor given by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow. 
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by  
 Chazzan Yanky Lemmer. Drasha given by Rabbi Shaul  
 Robinson followed by Musaf. 
9:15am Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in Rm LL201 
9:40am Latest Shema 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer  
 Beit Midrash 
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  
10:45am  Back to Shul Puppet Show: Location: Room 206/207 
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, 3rd floor gym) 

 

Shabbat Afternoon 
 

12:30pm “First Call” Beginners Luncheon: Welcome to all who are 
attending. In honor of Dr. Leonard Davidman. 

4:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society: Meets in the Shele  
 Danishefsky Covlin Foyer to visit patients at Mount Sinai West. 

(New volunteers needed and welcome) 
5:00pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash 
5:45pm Samson Raphael Hirsch Bible Class with Rabbi Ephraim  
 Buchwald in Rm 211 
5:45pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in 

the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbinic 
Intern, Tzvi Benoff on "Franz Rosenzweig, Nechemia, and the 
Biggest Non-Event of the Jewish Calendar” 

6:45pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff will be 
 speaking on “An Independent Judiciary: Separation of Powers 
 for Samaritans and Second Temple Jews” 
8:02pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends 

Shaul Robinson  Josh Rosenfeld Sherwood Goffin z”l   Yanky Lemmer Tamar Fix Alan Samuels 

Senior Rabbi Assistant Rabbi Founding Chazzan   Cantor Executive Director President 

Parshat Shoftim 7 Elul 5779   Sept 6-7, 2019 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

 

Hashkama Kiddush: Yehudit and Jeffrey Neuman in memory of Jeffrey's 
father, Shimon Gedalia ben Hechaver Shalom Hakohen z"l. 
 

Main Kiddush: Elliot and Ron Goldofsky in honor of their mother, 
Frances Goldofsky's 90th birthday on September 8th.  
 

Beginners Kiddush:  
Lou & Sarah Leah Vynerib in loving memory of his mother, Malka bas  
Asher a"h, 8th Elul and in commemoration of the yahrzeit of our dear 
friend Jacob Muntz z"l, 12th Elul. Thank you to Dr. Leonard Davidman for 
his ten weeks of inspirational Torah learning and we welcome back Rabbi  
Ephraim Buchwald. 
 

Diane and Jeff Aiken and family and Gary and Helen Hutmacher and  
family in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of their mother, Ida  
Hutmacher a”h. 
 

Seudah Shlishit: Sponsors welcome. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

       

Day Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Daf Yomi 7:45am 6:15am 6:20am 6:20am 6:15am 6:20am 
Shacharit 7:10am, 8:30am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 7:05pm 7:05pm 7:05pm 7:00pm 7:00pm 6:55pm 

Weekly Prayer Schedule:                   

 

Ms. Mildred Goldczer, Dr. Michael Klein, Ms. Caitlin Phillips 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Grandmother Caryl Alterbaum Brief on the birth of a baby boy, Joseph 
Parker Brief (Yehudah) to her children Adina and Simon Brief and Uncle 
Eric Brief.   
 

Grandparents Susan and Avery Neumark upon the birth of a boy to 
their children Elizabeth and Samuel Neumark in Los Angeles. Mazal tov 
to great grandfather, Melvin Neumark and aunt and uncles Alyse and  
Joshua Rozenberg, Hillel Neumark and Jacob Neumark. 

MAZAL TOV 

HOUSE NEWS 
 

First floor security doors are installed and semi operational:  
Please anticipate an update, further construction, and full  
completion in November 

 

 

The Chazzan schedule is available online 
www.lss.org/chazzan  

CHAZZAN SCHEDULE 

WELCOME RABBINIC INTERN 

 

Shabbat Morning 
 

10:45am  Back to Shul Puppet Show: Location: Room 206/207 
 

Shabbat Afternoon 
 

12:30pm “First Call” Beginners Luncheon: Welcome to all who are  
 attending. In honor of Dr. Leonard Davidman. 
5:45pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in the 

Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbinic Intern, 
Tzvi Benoff on "Franz Rosenzweig, Nechemia, and the Biggest  

 Non-Event of the Jewish Calendar” 
6:45pm Mincha/Seudah Shlishit. Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff will be 
 speaking on “An Independent Judiciary: Separation of Powers for 
 Samaritans and Second Temple Jews” 
 

Tzvi Benoff is a fourth-year smicha student at the  
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) and 
a Wexner Graduate Fellow. He graduated from YU’s  
Honors Program with a BA in Quantitative Economics 
and History and is currently a graduate student at  
Fordham University studying Political Economy and  
Finance. Tzvi learned for two years in Israel at Yeshivat 
Kerem B’Yavneh and previously served as a UJA  
Graduate Fellow and Rabbinic Intern at Congregation Beth Sholom 
(Lawrence, NY), Congregation Adereth El (New York City), and the Shenk 
Community Shul (New York City). In his free time, he enjoys swimming, 
writing music, and playing tennis. 

 

Jeffrey Schwartz for writing this week’s Dvar Torah. 

HAKARAT HATOV 

 Kiddush sponsors for Shabbat, September 28 are being accepted  

Email: info@lss.org or call (212) 874-6100 ext. 105 



 

 

Sunday: 

 *(Resumes in mid September) Sunday Morning Responsa  

 

Tuesday: 

 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 
Shaul Robinson: 10:30am– 11:30am. Location: Rm LL201  

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group                              
led by Ron Platzer: 7:45pm-8:30pm. Location: Rm 211 

 

Wednesday: 

 Hebrew Reading Crash Course Levels I and II 
     6:30pm-8:00pm. Locations: LL201 & 211 
 Teshuva Program: Elul: Days of Awe—Days of Love with Rabbi Shaul 

Robinson. 7:30pm-8:30pm Topic: Beyond “What’s Wrong With You?”: 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe and Viktor Frankel on human potential. 

 

Thursday:  

 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 
11:30am-12:30pm. This Week’s Topic: Anti-Semitism: Rm LL201.  

 *(Resumes after Sukkot) The Jacob Adler Parsha Class  
 

Upcoming: Monday, September 16: 
 

Jewish Living Workshop: resumes with an extended workshop on Rosh 
Hashanah and it’s customs 7:30pm-9:00pm. The remaining 8 workshops 
will be on Mondays from 7:30-8:30pm. Sign up for “hands on” Jewish  
living experience. We learn by doing. Email: jlworkshop@yahoo.com  
Location: Rm 208/210 
 

Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein 7:00pm-8:15pm. Now in it’s 4th year!
The popular moderate-to-advanced conversational Hebrew class resumes 
led by the new UWS shaliach. In this class, we read articles from the Israeli 
press, watch videos of news stories, documentaries and comedy clips, 
listen to (and sing along!) to Israeli songs and chat in Ivrit. This year, we 
will have a special focus on Israeli poetry. Location: Rm 207   

 

 

www.lss.org/form/seats  
 

Sold out: Womens Main Sanctuary, Women & Mens Kollel Minyan 
Please note; seating is first comes first serve 

 

 

Interested in becoming a dedicated seat holder?  
Email: devora@lss.org or call (212) 874-6100 ext. 106 

SEATING 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, September 9: Turn Around Your Emotions: 7:30pm 
Lecture & Book Signing (with Q&A following lecture) 
*For women only Join us as we welcome a special guest from Israel, 

Rebbetzin Orit Esther Riter, author of The Turn Around series. Learn 
to release what’s holding you back, and learn techniques to empower 
you through the healing process. Cost: $15. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/oritriter. 

 

Thursday, September 12: Challah and Cake Sale: 6:00pm 
    To preorder, please email pastry@susez.com  

Location: Shele Danishefsky Covlin Foyer  
 

Thursday, September 12: Israel and American Jewry: How Serious the 
Distancing?: 7:00pm Dr. Steven Bayme from the American Jewish 
Committee will discuss the distancing among American Jews regarding 
Israel and the implications for the Jewish community. This event is 
free and open to all. However, to help us anticipate attendance, 
please register at www.lss.org/event/stevenbayme.  

 

Shabbat, September 14: Women’s Tefillah Group Mincha: 6:30pm 
 Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
 

Sunday, September 15: 2G3G Holocaust Survivor Series: 5:00pm 
 Screening and discussion of “Numbers of my Great-Grandfather’s 

Arm” with special presentation by Elliott Stoinz. Cost: $10 per person, 
$36 for family of 4, and $5 per additional person. To register, please 
visit www.jicny.com or email events@jicny.com.  

 Location: Rm 206/207 
 

Motzei Shabbat, September 21: Leil Selichot: 10:30pm 
 Join Chazzan Yanky Lemmer accompanied by Grammy Award winning 

trumpeter Frank London on harmonium and trumpet. Opening  
 remarks by Rabbi Shaul Robinson. Location: 10:30pm in the Nathaniel 

Richman Cohen Sanctuary, 12:55am in the Belfer Beit Midrash. 
 

Thursday, October 10: Lulav and Etrog Sale: 7:00pm 
Location: Shele Danishefsky Covlin Foyer  

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

YOUTH HIGH HOLIDAY EVENTS 

Pre Rosh Hashanah Events: Sunday, September 22:  

Shofar Factory with Mendel & Chabad Mitzvah Tank: 10:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: Monday, September 30: 

Apples & Honey Cake Baking: 11:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: Tuesday, October 1: 

613 Pomegranate Mitzvot Seeds: 11:00am 
 

Yom Kippur: Tuesday, October 8: 
Kol Nidrei Youth Supervision: 6:00—8:00pm 
Yom Kippur Youth Groups: 9:30am—2:00pm 

MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT  

Pre Rosh Hashanah Events: Sunday, September 22: 

Dorot Chesed with Ariella: Rosh Hashanah Food Deliveries: 10:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: Monday, September 30: 

Magen Avraham Teen Department Presents Tashlich with Ariella &  
 Mendel: 4:00pm Meet in LSS lobby and return together for mincha. 

Additional times, locations, and details to follow. 
 

Rosh Hashanah: Tuesday, October 1: 
Teen Minyan and Learning: 10:30am 

2019 HIGH HOLIDAYS 

www.lss.org/hhschedule2019 

SCHEDULE 
It is this time of year that we again call upon our community to contribute 
to the HH appeal with a sense of renewed optimism, continuity, and, gen-
erosity. Within less than two weeks of the fall of the Notre Dame cathe-
dral last spring, hundreds of millions of euros were pledged to rebuild it. A 
large portion of these pledges came from the personal fortunes of Jewish 
families, French and non-French alike. How one processes the largesse of 
these contributions is certainly up for debate with no right answer. A com-
mon refrain at that time was that the cathedral “is an integral part of our 
shared legacy and soul.” It was the greatest act of bedek habaiit ever, re-
flecting what can be done in the hour of need. Our functioning, growing 
bayit, our shul, which “is an integral part of our shared legacy and soul,” to 
us and our children, should similarly demand our support. Funds for brick 
and mortar, funds for day to day function and perennial programming are 
all needed to maintain the splendor, vibrancy, and legacy of our shul. Be 
generous, and many thanks in advance. Contributions can be sent through 
the shul website: https://www.lss.org/form/KolNidre19  

KOL NIDRE APPEAL 

To submit to the Book of Remembrance, please visit 
www.lss.org/form/book-of-remembrance-2019.html 

 

Submission Deadline: Monday, September 23 

BOOK OF REMEMBERANCE 

BEGINNERS 

In need of meals for Rosh Hashanah? Contact Jessica by Monday 09/23  
T: 646-871-0012 or E: jessica@njop.org   **indicate specific meals needed. 
We are happy to announce that, once again, the Louis and Rhoda Lazar 
Memorial Fund is sponsoring the 50% off campaign for Beginners.  
Mezuzot: $21, Tefillin: $320, Jewish books: 50% off Expires 10/24  
To place an order, please email Jessica at jessica@njop.org. 

Wednesday, October 9: 3:30pm Remember your loved ones and honor 
their memory in a moving prayer ceremony. For security reasons, all 
bags are subject to inspection. Location: Ballroom 

FREE PUBLIC YIZKOR SERVICE 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Shabbat schedule: 
 

10:00 am Drop Off (Rooms 206-211) 
10:20 am Davening and Circle Time (Rooms 206-211) 
10:45 am “The Hidden Challah” Puppet Show* 
11:30 am Healthy Kiddush Snack (Pre-Function Room Ages 8+) 
11:45 am Pick up, groups End 
 

 Seedlings  (2 years old) Room 210         זרעים 

שורשים    Roots    (3-4 years old) Room 211  

 Buds          (K-1st) Room 208 ניצנים 

          Flowers    (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים 

   Branches  (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT  

 

Answers: 
1. Kings 
2. Two torah scrolls 
3. Having mezuzot on our doors 

Parshat Shoftim             September 6-7 
Written by: Jeffrey Schwartz 
 

A Better Future? 
 

Many years ago, as a practicing clinical psychologist, I was consulted by a 
patient who would, from time to time, fall into extreme despair. At such 
times the patient would call me and give voice to the specific reasons for 
the hopelessness, yelling about the situation in an agitated and helpless 
manner. On more than one occasion the patient expressed a desire to give 
up on life. The nature of prophecy as reflected in this week’s parsha,  
Shofetim, provides a message for people who have lost hope.  
 

In Shofetim, Moses reminds the people that at Sinai they preferred to 
hear words from God indirectly, through a prophet/intermediary rather 
than directly (Chapter 18, v16), which required Moses to tell the people 
how to differentiate false from true prophets. In v22 he says, “If the 
prophet speaks in the name of God and the oracle does not come true, 
that oracle was not spoken by God; the prophet has uttered it  
presumptuously; do not stand in dread of him.” In other words, if the 
prophecy doesn’t happen, the prophet was false.  
 

This criterion is problematic. A prophet might predict, for example, an end 
to the exile but if that end doesn’t arrive for hundreds (or thousands) of 
years, at what point are the Jewish People to conclude he was a false 
prophet (that  is, that the prophecy was not the word of God)? Or, as  
another example, if Jonah’s prophecy that “in another forty days Nineveh 
will be destroyed” is not followed within forty days by the destruction of 
Nineveh, how are we to know, contemporaneously, that there was a  
reason the decree was not carried out and not that it was uttered by a 
false prophet? In short, if prophecy in Judaism is deemed valid because of 
its predictive accuracy, we are left with the problem of how exactly is  
accuracy to be determined?  
 

In writing about this week’s parsha in his work, ‘The Heart of Torah,’ Shai 
Held, a rabbi and theologian, maintains that prophecy is not mainly about 
predicting future events but is instead focused on promoting improved 
behavior. “What the prophet wants is to change the future rather than 
predict it” (p. 242). The prophet’s essential job isn’t to wow people but to 
warn them. His is a voice encouraging people to fix immoral and unholy 
behavior. Above all, the prophet serves to remind the people that growth 
(especially, but not only, moral and religious growth) is always possible. 
The authentic divine emissary encourages us to keep working at it.  

DVAR TORAH 

Perhaps then, according to this view, the truly false prophet is one who 
says that God is okay with things as they are, and that no further moral 
striving is needed or possible.  
 

Next weekend the National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention is  
promoting a Faith.Hope.Life. campaign to encourage all faith communities 
in the USA to become more involved in suicide prevention. Over the last 
twenty years, the suicide rate in America has increased more than thirty 
percent. In 2016, nearly forty-five thousand people died by suicide.  
Already this year, as of mid-August, nine NYC police officers have died due 
to self-inflicted injuries. There are many reasons for this distressing  
phenomenon and those interested can find more information about it at 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention website (www.cdc.gov). 
Suffice it to say that deaths of despair (due to suicide, opioid overdose, 
alcohol dependence) are tragically skyrocketing.  
 

Two important lessons from our tradition seem relevant to suicide  
prevention. First, for sufferers, keeping in mind that bad stuff happens but 
reacting to it with despair and hopelessness are distorted beliefs  
contradicted by Jewish history. As noted above, a prophet reminds us that 
we can change, things can be different, redemption is always possible. 
Second, each of us can make a difference in our community when we see 
a friend or acquaintance having a hard time. In such moments, simply 
showing concern helps, as does asking specifically if someone is thinking of 
giving up on life (which, it has been clearly established, does not make 
things worse). Slowing down and connecting makes a difference; a kind 
word of encouragement may result in a person contacting a psychologist, 
physician or counselor. There are generally available resources that are 
good to know about and use, such as a 24-hour crisis phone line (1-800-
273-8255) and chat resources such as www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org.  
 

Every time my patient contacted me in despair, I reminded the patient of 
the safety plan we had formulated together, scheduled another  
appointment as needed, and delivered the message that while it is bad 
now, it can get better. I was the holder of hope for both of us and one 
reason I never lost it is because of lessons learned from Jewish history. 
Obviously, we are not all trained clinicians and presumably none of us is a 
prophet. But all of us are influenced by our tradition which rejects  
hopelessness and encourages the belief that bad times pass and things 
can be better. Taking the time to remind others of this can make  
a big difference. 

Dvar Torah: 
 

One thing stated in this week's Parshat Shoftim is that the Jewish people 
will request a king, like all of the other nations. The Torah tells us that we 
can pick a king amongst our brethren, but he cannot be a stranger. There 
are three conditions: Don't give the king too many horses, too many 
wives, or too much money. The Torah goes on to tell us that two Torah 
scrolls were written for the king; one he kept in his palace and at home, 
and one he took when he left his home, so that he was always reminded 
to keep the Torah and observe the mitzvot. Although we don't carry  
Torahs around with us, the message is the same for us. We have to  
remember Torah and mitzvot — that is why we have mezuzot on our 
doors, and why we wear tzizit — as reminders to adhere to the mitzvot.  

 

After Shul Ask Your Children: 
1. What are shoftim? 
2. How many torah scrolls did the king have? 
3. Which mitzvot today remind us to keep the other mitzvot? 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Ariella and Mendel Lazaros 

 

We have a wonderful puppet show planned for shabbat morning at 10:45am! 
 

Are you joining our morning puppet show in room 206/207?  
 
Please consider becoming a sponsor of our Back to Shul Puppet Show.  
Email youth@lss.org if you are able to sponsor the event or become a partial 
sponsor. All sponsorships will be listed in next week’s Hakarat Hatov section 
of the Echod. 

THIS SHABBAT 



 
If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org. 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Alan Samuels, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Morey Wildes, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer  Jay Ziffer, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Rande Price, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 
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