
 

  
 ECHOD 

6:10pm Earliest Candle Lighting 
7:14pm Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 
 

Friday Night 

6:45pm Early Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel Richman  
  Cohen Sanctuary. Services officiated and Dvar Torah given by  
  Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld.  
  Davening led by Chazzan Yisroel Lesches. 
7:20pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Belfer Beit Midrash.  

 

Shabbat Morning  

7:40am Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by a  
 shiur on the third floor given by Pearl Muken. 
9:00am Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
 Drasha given by Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld followed by Musaf. 

Davening led by Chazzan Yisroel Lesches. 
9:15am Beginners Service led by Dr. Leonard Davidman in Rm LL201 
9:37am Latest Shema 
9:45am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer  
 Beit Midrash 
10:00am Youth Groups for children ages 2-12  
11:00am “Baby & Me” (ages 0-24 months, 3rd floor gym) 

 

Shabbat Afternoon 

4:00pm Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society: Meets in the Shele  
 Danishefsky Covlin Foyer to visit patients at Mount Sinai West. 

(New volunteers needed and welcome) 
5:30pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the  
 Belfer Beit Midrash 
6:00pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shabbat Pre-Mincha Shiur in the 

Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary given by Rabbi Josh  
 Rosenfeld on "Gracefully? Two Talmudic Tales of Honoring 

Elders pt. 2” 
7:00pm Mincha  
8:13pm Ma’ariv/Shabbat Ends 

Shaul Robinson  Josh Rosenfeld Sherwood Goffin z”l   Yanky Lemmer Tamar Fix Alan Samuels 

Senior Rabbi Assistant Rabbi Founding Chazzan   Cantor Executive Director President 

Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Elul/Parshat Re’eh 30 Av 5779   Aug 30-31, 2019 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

If you would like to receive the Shabbat 
Echod by e-mail, sign up at www.lss.org. 

In case of a bereavement, please call our 
Clergy at 646-543-7485 (day or night) 

 

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS  
Alan Samuels, President (president@lss.org)  

Jamie Nussbaum, Ian Silver, Morey Wildes, Vice Presidents 
Michael Roxland, Treasurer  Jay Ziffer, Secretary   

Michael Doppelt, Tanya Gershon, Adam Herbst, Rande Price, Yitzy Rubin, Paris Wald Stulbach 
You may contact our officers by emailing Officers@lss.org 

Hashkama Kiddush: Marina and Mike Roxland in honor of all the shul's 
gabbaim - Joel Abramson, Alan Axelrod, Mordechai Beilis, Bob Burnat, Sam 
Horwitz, Mark Hus, Michael Laufer and Mark Roberts. 
 

Main Kiddush: Fred Gates in commemoration of the yahrtzeit of his  
father and stepfather z”l. 
 

Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan Kiddush: Roberto Guttmann in 
commemoration of the yahrtzeit of his father, Moshe ben Chaim  
Menachem Mendel z”l. 
 

Beginners Kiddush: Dr. Leonard Davidman in honor of the entire LSS  
Beginners community: In recognition of their desire to learn and 
their courage to embark on an Orthodox, Jewish spiritual and  
behavioral transformation. This kiddush also honors Rabbi Ephraim  
Buchwald for his unparalleled ability to ignite the Jewish passion within all 
of us through his teaching. 
 

Helene Miller in honor of and gratitude to Dr. Leonard Davidman, Moshe 
Sheinwexler and Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald for their wonderful learning, 
care, and structure that they provide for the LSS Beginners community.  
 

Seudah Shlishit: Sponsors welcome. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

       

Day Sunday: Rosh  
Chodesh Elul 

Monday:  
Labor Day 

Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Daf Yomi 7:55am 7:45am 6:20am 6:20am 6:15am 6:20am 
Shacharit 7:00am, 8:30am 7:00am, 8:30am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 7:00am, 7:50am 7:10am, 7:50am 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 7:20pm 7:15pm 7:15pm 7:15pm 7:10pm 7:05pm 

Weekly Prayer Schedule:                   

Dr. Hyman Ryback & Mrs. Ruth Ryback—Mr. Jay Reingelheim—Mr. David 
Hair & Family—Ms. Frances Goldofsky—Ms. Elaine Witty 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Pauline and Evan Sehgal on the birth of baby girl, Edith (Ita) Yael.  
Mazal Tov to grandfather, Dr. Stephen Glaser, grandmother Mrs. Ellen 
Sehgal and to all the aunts, uncles and cousins.   
 

Edna and William Caplow on the upcoming wedding of their son Daniel 
Caplow to Lauren Klein.  
 

Mazal tov to Jonathan Kossin, younger brother of Youth Director, Ariella 
Lazaros on his upcoming marriage this Sunday to Yaffa Norton. 
 

Ruth Cogan on the recent marriage of her grandson, Jason Cogan, son 
of Irene and Hirsh Cogan of Scarsdale, to Talia Laifer, daughter of Yael 
and Alan Laifer of New Rochelle. Mazal Tov to aunt and uncle Naomi and 
Jesse Cogan and family. 
 

Great grandmother Ruth Cogan on the birth of a baby girl, Ellie Ruby, to 
her grandchildren Brittany and Jon Cogan. 
 

Robin and Brad Klatt on their 42nd anniversary. Wishing you health and 
happiness nachus from  your beautiful family.  

MAZAL TOV 

Registration is open: secure your seats today— 
Womens Main Sanctuary seating is limited. Call office for availability.  

Please note; seating is first come first served. 
 

www.lss.org/form/seats  
 

Beginners seats may also be reserved at the above link! 
 

Interested in becoming a dedicated seat holder?  
Email: devora@lss.org or call (212) 874-6100 ext. 106 

 
 

To submit to the Book of Remembrance, please visit 
https://www.lss.org/form/book-of-remembrance-2019.html  

2019 HIGH HOLIDAYS 

Debora Penchassi’s article can be viewed below 

ANCIENT TO MODERN — FROM BOVA MARINA  
SYNAGOGUE IN ITALY TO LSS IN NY 

 

Morey Wildes, Micah Bloomfield, Yehudit Barsky, and Tanya Gershon 
 

Your involvement and dedication to the first floor security door project has 
been critical to assuring its installation & completion. Each and every  

member can feel an added sense of security thanks to your  
hours and hours of service to our shul. 

HAKARAT HATOV 

http://www.lss.org
mailto:officers@lss.org
https://www.lss.org/form/book-of-remembrance-2019.html


 

Sunday: 
 *(Resumes in September) Sunday Morning Responsa                         
 

Tuesday: 
 *(Cancelled this week) The Marilyn & Sam Isler,                                        

“Studies in the weekly Parsha”  
 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group                              
led by Ron Platzer: 7:45pm-8:30pm. Location: Rm 211 

 

Wednesday: 
 Hebrew Reading Crash Course Levels I and II 
     6:30pm-8:00pm. Locations: LL201 & 211 
 

Thursday:  
 *(Cancelled this week) The Jacob Adler Parsha Class  
 

Upcoming: 
 Monday, September 16: Jewish Living Workshop resumes with an  
     extended workshop on Rosh Hashanah and it’s customs 7:30pm-

9:00pm.  The remaining 8 workshops will be on Mondays from 7:30-
8:30pm. Sign up for “hands on” Jewish living experience. We learn by 
doing. Email: jlworkshop@yahoo.com  Location: Rm 208 & 210  

WELCOME RABBINIC INTERN 

Tzvi Benoff 
 

Tzvi Benoff is a fourth-year smicha student at the  
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) and 
a Wexner Graduate Fellow. He graduated from Yeshiva 
University’s Honors Program with a Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) in Quantitative Economics and History and is  
currently a graduate student at Fordham University 
studying Political Economy and Finance. Tzvi learned 
for two years in Israel at Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh and previously served 
as a UJA Graduate Fellow and Rabbinic Intern at Congregation Beth  
Sholom (Lawrence, NY), Congregation Adereth El (New York City), and the 
Shenk Community Shul (New York City). In his free time, he enjoys swim-
ming, writing music, and playing tennis. 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Mindy Schwartz 
 

Mindy Schwartz Zolty is a student at Yeshiva University’s 
Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies 
(GPATS) and a MA candidate in Jewish History at the 
Bernard Revel Graduate School. Mindy is a graduate of 
Stern College for Women, where she majored in Judaic 
Studies and Art History. Mindy previously served as the 
Adult and Teen Educator for Congregation Keter Torah 
in Teaneck and as a lecturer and group leader at Congregation Oheb Zedek 
on the Upper West Side. Mindy is a Wexner Fellow/Davidson Scholar and 
currently serves as a senior editor of The Lehrhaus, an online forum for 
articles on Jewish scholarship and culture. Mindy lives with her husband, 
Yoni, on the Upper West Side.  

WELCOME TEEN DIRECTORS 

Ariella and Mendel Lazaros have lived in 
Manhattan for over eight years and on the 
Upper West Side for the last five. They are 
graduates of Yeshiva University and carry 
10+ years of experience developing fun and 
engaging youth programs for Jewish  
children. Ariella and Mendel have run Youth 
Programming and Teen Clubs for Pesach in 
the Bahamas, Cancun, Mexico, and San  
Diego, California. Together, they are loving parents to two beautiful 
daughters, Margot and Sarina. 
 

Mendel is a graduate of Yeshiva University, Accounting (14’) and is  
pursuing a Masters in Technology Management at Columbia University. 
Mendel received the Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship and after 
graduating, was awarded the Meyer E. Shatz Memorial Award for a 3.98 
Judaics Studies GPA at YU. When he’s not co-directing the Youth  
department, Mendel manages the NYC Business Development team for 
Mimeo.com, a B2B eCommerce business, helping organizations print and 
digitally distribute content. Mendel has helped The Boston School’s Fund 
grow the number of school seats available, so that every child can attend a 
great school. 
 

Ariella is a graduate of Yeshiva University, Sociology (14’) and minor in 
Early Childhood Education. Ariella was the assistant director for the  
Playmakers JCC Camp in Cleveland, OH for three years and worked as TA, 
Special Education for the Park Synagogue School. Ariella has taught fourth 
grade at the 92nd street Y Hebrew School and Montessori based  
preparatory curriculum at the Goddard School of Manhattan. When she’s 
not co-directing the Youth and Teen departments, Ariella teaches 1st 
grade students of Chabad Hebrew School, and 4th-grade students of  
Kivun, an after school Jewish educational experience for students of  
Harlem Hebrew Charter School.  

WELCOME UWS SHALIACH 

We extend a warm welcome, ברוך הבא, to  
Harel Fenigstein, the newest Shaliach to the UWS.  
He replaces Hai Piasezk who has returned to Israel 
following his highly successful stint as shaliach. For 
those not familiar, shlichim are outstanding  
individuals whom the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) 
has selected as emissaries to communities outside of 
Israel. They provide a living connection to Israel by 
promoting Israeli experiences, facilitating Jewish 
social activism and speaking authentically about faith and culture.   
 

Harel was born and raised in Israel, grew up in Ramat Gan and attended a 
Yeshiva high school in Ra’anana. 
 

Upon completing a full compulsory service in the IDF at MAMRAM (IDF’s 
main computers unit), Harel started his journey in the world of Jewish 
informal education serving for two years as a shaliach to the Jewish  
community of Cape Town, South Africa. Following that, he worked for JAFI 
in the department of Jewish Education visiting Jewish communities around 
the world, including Australia, UK and North America. From there Harel 
took the position of Head of Jewish studies programs in MASA - a joint 
initiative of JAFI and the Israeli government for long-term public service 
programs in Israel. At the same time, he completed his BA studies in Art 
History and Theater in the Tel Aviv University. 
 

Upon graduation, he became the Shaliach for the Federation of Zionist 
Youth in the UK where he worked with the next generation of Jewish  
leadership.  
 

Returning to Israel, he took a bit of a career detour and worked for few 
years as a Content Editor for a baby TV channel (HOP! & BabyFirst TV) 
including working on Rechov Summsum 10th season (Israeli Sesame 
Street). 
 

In 2016 he returned to JAFI working at the Shlichut Unit in the Community 
Shlichut track, as the manager of the Zionist Seminar Shlichut program 
and, in that capacity, he spent time working with Jewish day schools in 
Australia.  
 

As the Shaliach to the UWS, Harel will be working with various  
synagogues, across all denominations, day schools and organizations.  
In his work he will be supported by four shin shinim (these are young  
people who just graduated Israeli high schools and spend a year  
doing shanah sherut (year of service) before drafting into the IDF. [You can 
think of this as a reverse gap year program.] We've already met with Harel 
and started brainstorming ideas for programs to be run at LSS all of which 
will be designed to strengthen the connection between Israel and our 
community. The first program will be resuming the Advanced  
Conversational Hebrew course (Chug Ivrit) starting on September 16.  
In the weeks to come, we will explore many other Israeli programs for our 
entire community, including for our youth, teens, and Young  
Professionals.   

WELCOME COMMUNITY INTERN 

Rabbinic Intern, Tzvi Benoff, will be joining us next Shabbat, Sept. 7.     
He will be giving the pre-mincha shiur and speaking at seudah shlishit. 
Please stay tuned for info. on Mindy’s first shabbat at LSS.  

NEXT SHABBAT 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dvar Torah 

In this week's Parsha, Re'eh, the Torah continues Moshe's famous 
speech. We are reminded again of the laws and signs of Kashrut; a  
kosher mammal has split hooves and chews its cud and a kosher fish has 
fins and scales. The Torah does not provide the signs of a kosher bird. 
Instead, the Torah lists different un-kosher birds, all of which are birds 
of prey. Our tradition is to eat the birds our ancestors ate.  
 

On the topic of birds’ kosher status, the Midrash says to look at the 
bird’s companions; if the bird hangs out with kosher birds such as  
chickens and ducks, the bird is likely kosher. If this bird is amongst  
eagles, hawks, and birds of prey, this bird is assumably treif.  
Likewise, one way to judge a person is to look at their friends and  
companions.  A person who has good friends will be influenced in a  
positive way; one who hangs out with with unhappy or less worthwhile 
friends can be led astray.  
 

After Shul, Ask Your Children: 

1. What are the signs of a kosher mammal? 
2. What are the signs of a kosher fish? 
3. Are there any signs of a kosher bird? 
4. How do we know which birds are kosher? 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 
Ariella & Mendel Lazaros 

Shabbat schedule: 
 

10:00 am Drop Off (Rooms 206-211) 
10:30 am Davening, Circle Time, and Healthy  
 Kiddush (Rooms 206-211) 
11:00am Parsha & Candy: Who do Kosher Birds 
 Hang Out With? 
11:10 am Recreation, Games, and Rehydration  
 (Pre-Function Room Ages 8+) 
11:45 am Groups End 

 Seedlings  (2 years old) Room 210         זרעים 

שורשים    Roots    (3-4 years old) Room 211  

 Buds          (K-1st) Room 208 ניצנים 

          Flowers    (2nd-7th) Room 206 פרחים 

   Branches  (2nd-7th) Room 207 ענפים 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT  

Answers: 
1. Split hooves and chews its cud 
2. It must have both fins and scales 
3. No specific signs 
4. We eat the birds our ancestors eat 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

First floor security doors are now installed! The doors are semi  
operational with additional work to be done in November. At that 
time please anticipate a house update, further construction, and full 
completion of this project. Email house@lss.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, September 2: Magen Avraham Teen Department  
Back To Shul BBQ: 7:30pm  
 To register, please visit www.lss.org/event/teenbbq 
 

Monday, September 2: 2g Day at the Auschwitz Exhibition: 10:00am 
*Please note this is an offsite event Join 2gNYC Children of Holocaust 

Survivors in the New York Area and The Museum of Jewish Heritage 
for a unique event. Gather at the Auschwitz Exhibition for a tour, to 
recite memorial prayers, and to listen to a musical presentation about 
life during the Holocaust. LSS member and Holocaust survivor, Dasha 
Rittenberg is being honored with lighting a candle. For reservations, 
please visit www.mjhnyc.org/purchase-tickets. If you plan to attend 
the Memorial Service, please email 2gnymetro@gmail.com.  

 Location: Museum of Jewish Heritage, 36 Battery Pl, NY, NY 10280 
 

Wednesday, September 4: Unmasking UNRWA: 7:30pm 
The United Nations Relief and Work Agency is supposed to run 
schools in Gaza and the West Bank. Instead, they use the millions of 
dollars allocated to them to spew hate of Israel and of its people to 
young children. David Bedein and his colleagues from the Near East 
Policy Research organization will share their testimony to the UN 
about this abuse of funds and report on the organization’s recent 
successes combating UNRWA. This event is free and open to all. 
However, to help us anticipate attendance, please register at 
www.lss.org/event/unmaskingunrwa. 

 

Thursday, September 5: Challah and Cake Sale: 6:00pm 
    To preorder, please email pastry@susez.com  

Location: Shele Danishefsky Covlin Foyer  
 

Shabbat, September 7th: Back to Shul: 10:45am 
*Please note the date change 
 Join us for a warm back to shul welcome with popsicles and a fun  
 puppet show. Location: Room 206/207 
 

Saturday, September 7: “First Call” Beginners Luncheon: 12:30pm 
 In honor of Dr. Leonard Davidman. Cost: $25 per person.  
 To register, please visit www.lss.org/beginners or call 212-874-6100. 

Please make your reservations and payment by Thursday, Sept. 5th.  
 

Monday, September 9: Turn Around Your Emotions: 7:30pm 
Lecture & Book Signing (with Q&A following lecture) 
*For women only Join us as we welcome a special guest from Israel, 

Rebbetzin Orit Esther Riter, author of The Turn Around series. Learn 
to release what’s holding you back, and learn techniques to empower 
you through the healing process. Cost: $15. To register, please visit 
www.lss.org/event/oritriter. 

 

Thursday, September 12: Israel and American Jewry: How Serious the 
Distancing?: 7:00pm Dr. Steven Bayme from the American Jewish 
Committee will discuss the distancing among American Jews regarding 
Israel and the implications for the Jewish community. This event is 
free and open to all. However, to help us anticipate attendance, 
please register at www.lss.org/event/stevenbayme.  

 

Shabbat, September 14: Women’s Tefillah Group Mincha: 6:30pm 
 To register, please email lssbatmitzvahproject@gmail.com. 
 Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
 

Motzei Shabbat, September 21: Leil Selichot: 10:30pm 
 Join Chazzan Yanky Lemmer accompanied by Grammy Award winning 

trumpeter Frank London on harmonium and trumpet.  
 Opening remarks by Rabbi Shaul Robinson. 
 Location: 10:30pm in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary, 

12:55am in the Belfer Beit Midrash. 

DVAR TORAH 
Calling all members! Dvar Torah writing for the Echod will resume in  

September. Apply for a parsha or see what’s available today.  
Email dvar@lss.org or see Bill Greenbaum in shul. 

YOUTH HIGH HOLIDAY EVENTS 

Pre Rosh Hashanah Events: Sunday, September 22: 

Shofar Factory with Mendel & Chabad Mitzvah Tank: 10:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: September 30: 

Apples & Honey Cake Baking: 11:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: October 1: 

613 Pomegranate Mitzvot Seeds: 11:00am 
 

Yom Kippur: October 8: 
Kol Nidrei Youth Supervision: 6:00—8:00pm 
Yom Kippur Youth Groups: 9:30am—2:00pm 

MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT  
HIGH HOLIDAY EVENTS 

Pre Rosh Hashanah Events: Sunday, September 22: 

Dorot Chesed with Ariella: Rosh Hashanah Food Deliveries: 10:00am 
 

Rosh Hashanah: September 30: 

Magen Avraham Teen Department Presents Tashlich with Ariella &  
 Mendel: 4:00pm 
 Meet in LSS lobby and return together for mincha. Additional times, 

locations, and details to follow. 
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Ancient to Modern — from Bova Marina Synagogue in Italy to Lincoln Square Synagogue in New York 
By Debora Penchassi, LSS Member 
August 2019 
 
Entering the magnificent sanctuary of Lincoln Square Synagogue with its 613 lights that look like stars and represent the 613 commandments, is an 
inspiring experience. Its contemporary architecture with a glass facade resembling an open book, is a welcoming place for members and visiting 
worshippers, where their ritual needs are met and strictly observed as dictated by the laws of the Torah. 
 
Synagogues became the focal point of Jewish communities - in the land of Israel and the diaspora - after the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. 
What do ancient and modern synagogues have in common? They were places where Jewish rituals, learning traditions and communal affairs took 
place. 
 
One of these ancient synagogues was in Bova Marina in Calabria, Italy, located on the map at the toe of the Italian boot. It is the second most  
ancient synagogue in the Western Hemisphere. Built in the 4th century CE, it was discovered 34 years ago. Its mosaic floor with Jewish themes was 
carefully removed and put on display in an onsite museum with other Jewish artifacts found during excavations. The synagogue was a  
multi-functional building with a sanctuary, study hall, dining space, rabbi’s study and rooms for lodging for travelers. Located on an important 
throughway, the area was known as a trading center. This synagogue served the needs of the Jewish community, many of whom were involved in 
the production of kosher wine. The ruins of the synagogue still remain in the archaeological park adjacent to the museum. Much of it is yet to be 
reconstructed and further excavations are waiting to be resumed. 
 
A few miles away from Bova Marina (“Bova by the Sea”) is the hill town of Bova, overlooking the island of Sicily. There Jews dwelled in a Jewish  
quarter called the “Giudecca.” This remote district of Calabria was once a gateway for Jewish traders - who arrived before the destruction of the 
Temple and later were joined by Jewish prisoners exiled by the Romans - until the final expulsion of the Jews in 1578 CE. Today, many Calabrian 
towns still have giudeccas and streets named after the Jews. 
 
In 2017, I visited as a guest speaker at an event promoting the improvement of the Museum of the Bova Marina Synagogue. More recently, the  
importance of the site was demonstrated when the press covered the first Jewish wedding at the Museum, after 1500 years of Jewish absence. 
 
While in Calabria in 2017, I witnessed firsthand the desolation of the Giudecca of Bova. As a landmark, the area was fenced off. It was hard to  
imagine that the restoration of this giudecca would ever become a reality. The archeologist and historian Dr. Pasquale Faenza, who spearheaded the 
restoration of the mosaic floor which was unearthed in the Bova Marina Synagogue, was determined to have the Giudecca of Bova restored,  
preserved and upgraded. He arduously pursued this project for years. 
 
The completion of the Giudecca of Bova this spring was an unprecedented feat and I was honored to speak at the opening ceremony in July 2019. 
The event was attended by government officials and was widely covered by the major national Italian press which mentioned our own Rabbi, Shaul 
Robinson and Lincoln Square Synagogue, in many of the articles. The program was extraordinary – the guests were enlightened by the kosher wine 
tasting, ethnic Jewish food and live Jewish music.  
 
The celebration continued in the following days as “The Jewish Cultural Food and Wine Festival,” the first of its kind in Italy. It was highly attended 
and due to its success, will be held every summer in Calabria. 
 
Further excavations and restorations are ongoing. The goal is to make the Giudecca a unique place where you can witness and learn about the first 
Jews in Italy, their heritage, their bond to their adopted land and the contributions they made. Now school children and visitors can learn about this 
important chapter of Jewish history and how it was linked to the history of early Europe. 
 
The district of Calabria was the home of Jewish scholars. Rashi, one of the best Jewish commentators on the Torah, used to correspond with the 
Calabrian and Apulian rabbis to clarify difficult queries in the Torah. Many Piyyutim and several noted Slichot (supplications) were composed in  
Calabria in a superb poetic Hebrew. The mystical Rabbi Yosef Calabrese, father of Chaim Vital Calabrese, the disciple of the Holy Ari, was born in 
Calabria as his last name denotes. Calabria was where the first dated Hebrew book was printed, in 1475, in the printing press of Abraham Ben  
Garton in Reggio di Calabria. The book, “Rashi’s Commentary on the Torah,” was printed in “Calabria Rashi” script which later became known as 
“Rashi Script.” The only complete copy of the book is kept at the Palatina Library in Parma, Italy. 
 
The discovery of the Jewish presence in Calabria helps us to connect to our ancestors. Whether we pray in a modern synagogue or an ancient one, 
our tradition has never changed. 


