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THE CAT THAT SAVED CHANUKAH

Becky was our small, domestic short-hair (tortoiseshell) cat. I acquired her
when she was a kitten, and she lived in our household until the ripe old age
of 17 years (quite a nice long life for a cat).

When Dassa and I were first married*, Dassa owned a working, upright
player piano. We kept the piano and its rolls of music in the playroom. Over
the years, as our family grew to include two young children, we realized that
the height and shape of the piano’s wooden casing made it a perfect stand for
our menorahs. We had one menorah for each member of the
family -- Dassa and I had oil-based menorahs, while our children proudly lit
their homemade, candle-holding menorahs. Every year, as Chanukah neared,
we looked forward to the sights, sounds, and smells of our Chanukah lights
all burning brightly together. We eagerly anticipated, the harmonizing of our
voices in prayer and song in our home and the warm hugs we shared together.
(The gifts we gave each other on one night of Chanukah were icing-on-the-
cake; fortunately, they were NOT the cake!!)

One year, during one of the middle nights of Chanukah, we set up our
menorahs with fresh oil and fresh wicks or candles, just as we had done on the
previous few nights. To protect the piano from oil and wax, we had put a sheet of
aluminum foil under all four menorahs. Rather than refreshing this
protective sheet of aluminum foil, we kept reusing it each night of Chanukah.
Unbeknownst to us, however, some of the oil had leaked through the foil,
probably from microscopic tears or small holes in the foil that we hadn't noticed.

That night, after we chanted the Chanukah blessings, lit the wicks, and
sang Maoz Tzur, we sat down in our dining room to eat a delicious dinner of
fresh vegetable soup, latkes, blintzes, some side dishes, and sufganiot (dough-
nuts) for dessert. During dinner all seemed well, until we heard Becky start to
meow repeatedly from the playroom. She kept meowing, faster and faster,
something very uncharacteristic for her. When we took a look to see what was
going on, we saw that the top of the piano casing was on fire!

Somehow, after we had lit the menorahs and left the playroom, a few of
the candles had fallen out of the children’s menorahs and had ignited the thin
mixture of oil and wax on the aluminum foil. The initial small fire had
burned right through to the oil and wax that had been seeping into the old
wooden piano casing. To make matters worse, on top of the piano, next to
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the menorahs, we had a small wicker planter that held a shrub. The wicker
had also caught fire, spreading the fire further across the top of the piano
casing.

We were fortunate that we had set up a “jerry can” container of water
near the menorahs, just in case there was a fire. With that jerry can and
some quick thinking, we extinguished the fire. We breathed a great sigh of
relief and gave our cat a lot of attention, in gratitude for her alerting us to
the danger before it got out of hand. We thanked our children for insisting that
we set up that jerry can. And we thanked God that we still had each other and
that disaster had been averted.

Pets are a responsibility and are sometimes very inconvenient to have as
members of a growing household. However, the unconditional love they give
in return, and the potential they have for saving lives cannot be overvalued.
We took care of Becky the rest of her life, and we are forever grateful to her for
saving us from a fire. It is a Torah mitzvah to treat animals kindly and to
relieve them from suffering (¢zar balei chaim). Now I see that it is not only
good for the animals, it may be very good for us, as well.

So, this Chanukah, please do yourselves a few favors: When you light your
Chanukah menorah (whether it uses candles or oil), keep an eye on your
menorah, unless it’s contained in something that is totally fireproof. Be espe-
cially mindful of not going out to services or a party if your Chanukah meno-
rah is still lit. Remember, once your menorah has been lit for half an hour, and
it’s past dark, you have fulfilled the mitzvah, and you may blow them out
(except on Shabbat) for the sake of safety if you are not going to be around to
keep an eye on them. Also, even if you have the menorah in a fireproof setting,
keep a filled container of water or fire extinguisher right near your menorah, in
the unlikely event that something unex-

pected happens.
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DANA HUDES

Dana Hudes was a brilliant and passionate person. He
was a master of many fields and an acknowledged

special atmosphere on Shabbat and Jewish holidays,

hosting countless guests and strangers who invariably

time that she spent in the Beginners Service and was
extremely committed to Jewish growth, which led her

husband, Meir, who sadly predeceased her. She always
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Fri December 23, 2016 - 23rd of Kislev
LEGAL HOLIDAY
Morning Services.. . . ... 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 4:16 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 4:20 PM

Sat December 24, 2016 - 24th of Kislev

Vayeshev
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot . ... ... .. 2:45 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . .. ... 3:15 PM
Mincha . ................... 4:00 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 5:17 PM
Light Chanukah Candles . . after 5:17 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv. . ...... 4:25 PM

Sun December 25, 2016 - 25th of Kislev

1st Day CHANUKAH LEGAL HOLIDAY
Morning Services. ... ......... 7:10 AM
Mincha/Maariv. .............. 4:25 PM
Light two candles . .. ... . after 5:06 PM

Mon December 26, 2016- 26th of Kislev
2nd Day Chanukah

Morning Services ... ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Mincha/Maariv. .............. 4:25 PM
Light three candles . . . . . . after 5:07 PM

Tue December 27, 2016- 27th of Kislev
3rd Day Chanukah
Morning Services ... ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Mincha/Maariv. .............. 4:25 PM
Light four candles . . . . .. . after 5:08 PM

Wed December 28, 2016- 28th of Kislev
4th Day Chanukah

Morning Services . .. ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Mincha/Maariv. .............. 4:25 PM
Light five candles ... ... . after 5:08 PM

Thu December 29, 2016- 29th of Kislev
5th Day Chanukah
Morning Services . .. ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Mincha/Maariv. .............. 4:25 PM
Light six candles . ... ... . after 5:09 PM

Fri December 30, 2016- 1st of Tevet
6th Day Chanukah ROSH CHODESH

Morning Services. . . ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Light seven candles before Shabbat candles
.......................... 4:21 PM

..... 4:25 PM

Sat December 31, 2016 - 2nd of Tevet
7th Day Chanukah Mikeitz
Morning Services. . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 2:55 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 3:25 PM
Mincha . ................... 4:05 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends

Light eight candles . . . . . . after 5:22 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ...... 4:30 PM

Sun January 1, 2017 - 3rd of Tevet

8th Day Chanukah NEW YEAR’S DAY
Morning Services.. . . . .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Mincha/Maariv .............. 4:30 PM

Fri January 6, 2017 - 8th of Tevet
Morning Services. . . ... 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 4:26 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 4:30 PM

Sat January 7, 2017 - 9th of Tevet
Vayigash
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... .....

Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 3:30 PM
Mincha . ................... 4:15 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbatends ... ..... 5:27 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ... ... 4:35 PM

Sun January 8, 2017 - 10th of Tevet
ASARAH B’TEVET
Fastbeginsat............... 6:08 AM

Morning Services. . . . .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Mincha/Maariv .............. 4:20 PM
FastEnds.................. 5:17 PM

Fri January 13, 2017 - 15th of Tevet
Morning Services. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 4:33 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 4:35 PM

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sat January 14, 2017 - 16th of Tevet

Vayechee
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Beginners Service. . ... ....... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... .. ... 3:05 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . ... .. 3:35 PM
Mincha .................... 4:20 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 5:35 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv........ 4:40 PM

Mon January 16, 2017 - 18th of Tevet
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
Morning Services.. . . . .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM

Fri January 20, 2017 - 22nd of Tevet
Morning Services. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting . ............ 4:41 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 4:45 PM

Sat January 21, 2017 - 23rd of Tevet
Shemot
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 3:15 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 3:45 PM
Mincha .................... 4:30 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 5:43 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ...... 4:50 PM
Fri January 27, 2017- 29th of Tevet
Morning Services. . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 4:50 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 4:55 PM

Sat January 28, 2017 - 1st of Shevat
Va’eira ROSH CHODESH
Morning Services. . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ........ 3:25 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 3:55 PM
Mincha .................... 4:35 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 5:51 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv. ....... 5:00 PM
Fri February 3, 2017 - 7th of Shevat
Morning Services.. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 4:58 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . . . 5:00 PM

Sat February 4, 2017 - 8th of Shevat Bo
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . .. ... ... 3:30 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 4:00 PM
Mincha .................... 4:45 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:00 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv. ....... 5:10 PM
Fri February 10, 2017 - 14th of Shevat
Morning Services. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 5:07 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 5:10 PM

Sat February 11, 2017 - 15th of Shevat
TU B’SHEVAT Beshalach
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ........ 3:40 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . ... .. 4:10 PM
Mincha .................... 4:55 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:08 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ... ... 5:15 PM
Fri February 17, 2017 - 21st of Shevat
Morning Services. . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 5:15 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 5:20 PM

Sat February 18, 2017 - 22nd of Shevat
Yitro
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 3:45 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 4:15 PM
Mincha .................... 5:00 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:17 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ...... 5:25 PM

Mon February 20, 2017 - 24th of Shevat
PRESIDENT’S DAY
Morning Services.. . . . .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM

Fri February 24, 2017 - 28th of Shevat
Morning Services. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 5:24 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 5:30 PM

Sat February 25, 2017 - 29th of Shevat
Mishpatim Parashat Shekalim
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ..... 3:55 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 4:25 PM
Mincha .................... 5:10 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:25 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv24 . . .. .. 5:35 PM

Sun February 26, 2017 - 30th of Shevat
ROSH CHODESH Adar
Morning Services. . .. .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM

Mon February 27, 2017 - 1st of Adar
ROSH CHODESH ADAR

Morning Services. . .. .. 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Fri March 3, 2017 - 5th of Adar
SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA

Morning Services. . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting ............. 5:32 PM

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 5:35 PM

Shabbat Across America

Sat March 4, 2017 - 6th of Adar
Terumah
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 3:50 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 4:35 PM
Mincha .................... 5:20 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:33 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv........ 5:40 PM

Thu March 9, 2017 - 11th of Adar
TA’ANIT ESTHER

FastBegins ................ 5:06 AM

Morning Services . ... .. 6:50 & 7:30 AM

Mincha/Ma’ariv. ............. 5:30 PM

FastEnds.................. 6:28 PM
Fri March 10, 2017 - 12th of Adar

Morning Services. . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting ............. 5:39 PM

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 5:45 PM

Sat March 11, 2017 - 13th of Adar
Tetzaveh Parashat Zachor EREV PURIM
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 Al

Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 3:55 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 4:40 PM
Mincha . ................... 5:25 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 6:40 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv........ 6:50 PM
Megilla Reading. . .. ... 7:50 & 9:15 PM

Sun March 12, 2017 - 14th of Adar
PURIM
Morning Services. . .. .. 6:45 & 8:30 AM
Women’s Megilla Reading

.......................... 9:30 AM
Megilla Reading . .. .......... 2:00 PM
Mincha & Ma'ariv .. .......... 6:50 PM

Fri March 17, 2017 - 19th of Adar
Morning Services. . . ... 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting . ............ 6:47 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat PM

Sat March 18, 2017 - 20th of Adar
Ki Tisa - Parashat Parah
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . .. ...... 5:05 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . .. .. 5:35 PM
Mincha .................... 6:35 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends ... ..... 7:49 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ... ... 6:55 PM

Fri March 24, 2017 - 26th of Adar
Morning Services. . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat

Sat March 25, 2017 - 27th of Adar
Vayakhel-Pekudei Parashat Hachodesh
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . .. ... ... 5:10 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . . . . .. 5:40 PM
Mincha .................... 6:40 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbatends ... ..... 7:56 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ... ... 7:05 PM

Tue March 28, 2017 - 1st of Nisan
ROSH CHODESH Nisan
Morning Services. . . ... 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Fri March 31, 2017 - 4th of NIsan
Morning Services. . . . .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting 7:02 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 7:05 PM

Sat April 1, 2017 - 5th of Nisan Vayikra
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Beginners Mishnayot. . ... ... .. 5:20 PM
Talmud & Bible Classes . . ... .. 5:50 PM
Mincha . ................... 6:50 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbatends ... ..... 8:03 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv........ 7:10 PM
Fri April 7, 2017 - 11th of Nilsan
Morning Services . ... .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 7:09 PM
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat . . . .. 7:15 PM
Sat April 8, 2017 - 12th of Nisan
SHABBAT HAGADOL Tzav
Morning Services. . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Beginners Service. . .......... 9:15 AM
Mincha . ................... 6:40 PM
Shabbat HaGadol Drasha . . . .. 7:05 PM
Ma'ariv/Shabbatends ... ..... 8:11 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv........ 7:20 PM
Sun April 9, 2017 - 13th of Nisan
Morning Services . . . .. 7:00 & 7:50 AM
Bedikat Chametz .. ... .. after 8:02 PM
Mon April 10, 2017 - 14th of Nisan
EREV PESACH - Taanit Bechorot
Morning Services with Siyum
..................... 6:30 & 7:30 AM
Latest time to eat Chametz. . . 10:25 AM

Latest time to burn Chametz. . ..11:25 AM
Candle Lighting ............. 712 PM
Mincha/Maariv .. ............ 7:20 PM
Begin Seder . ..... .... .after 8:02 PM

Tue April 11, 2017 - 15th of Nisan PESACH
Morning Services. . . ... 8:00 & 9:00 AM
Mincha . ................... 7:20 PM
Candle Lighting
Start Seder after. . ........... 8:14 PM

SAVE THE DATES
Beginners Shabbaton
$50, Lunch only: $25
Dec 23-24, March 31 - April 1
Beginners Chanukah Party
$25 in advance, $30 at the door
Wed, Dec 28, 7:00 PM
Beginners Shabbat Luncheons -
$25
Saturdays, 12:30 PM
Jan 7, Feb 4, March 4
SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA
Fri, March 3
Purim Party
$25 in advance, $30 at the door
Sat, March 11, 7:20 PM
Beginners Shmooze - Free
Mon, March 6, 8:15 PM
Model Seder
$15 in advance, $20 at the door
Thu, March 30, 7:00 PM
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