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A STUBRORN BEGINNER ENCOUNTERS A 7 YEAR OLD "F.F.B."

So I refuse to graduate. So sue me! I've
always been a slow learner. It took me
seven years to complete my B.A.; and 1
went days. It took me another five to get
my Master's. Considering my penchant for
being a slow learner, I find nothing

- unusual about my holding onto the

Beginners Service and its rabbi for almost
three years. So I'm a slow learner. So
sue me! .

0.K. So I agreed to compromise. I don't
go as regularly as I used to. I try to

find other synagogues, other minyanim..

But the truth is, that if T go too long
without a periodic injection of Effie's

_charm and enthusiasm, I begin to whither.

No, it's not visible, but I can feel it.
I develop strange symptoms, like a craving
for shrimp with lobster sauce, and spare
ribs, and Saturday afternoons 1in
Bloomingdale's. So I show up every few
weeks. So sue me! .

3

S
" Anyway it was the first beautiful Saturday

in '87 and I was up at six. By eight I

was dressed and raring to go.

Well nowadays, with Effie being a cause
celebe and Effie stubborningly refusing
to take a larger room (Effie, despite
popular opinion, discomfort is not a part
of Orthodoxy!) you have to get there
early. People are hanging from the
rafters by ten. So I get there early. I
do. So does Ayelet, Effie's 7 year old
daughter.

During the davening, Ayelet took notice of
the fact that I was reading the prayers in
English -- Effie has sent me many tutors
and indeed they teach me the alphabet, but
I don't practice. It's easier to daven at
home in English than Hebrew. In English I
can do the whole service in 20 minutes, in
Hebrew it would take me hours. So I learn
and then I forget. Patience is not one of
my virtues. I daven in English. So sue

Pe!

Ayelet wouldn't have it. She took my

. Anonymous

finger and ran it across the Hebrew line
that I would have been reading. Page after
page she did this until finally she asked,

"How come you don't read Hebrew?"

How com€
You vou'r

Rep Heerew €
g \V

|

—_—

"My father never taught me," said I, not
wanting to take responsibility for myself.

"Neither did mine,"” said she, "I learned
it in school.” ’

Well, that definitely took Dad off the
hook,

"Well, in my school they didn't teach
Hebrew." '

"What. kind of a school did you go to?"
asked the curious 7 year old.

"A regulaf school.”

"How could your father wear a keepa and
not send you to Hebfew school?" she asked
sincerely.

"My father didn't wear a keepa," said I.
See it was his fault.

"He didn't'!"™ The notion that my father
didn't’ wear a keepa was quite
inconceivable to her. "Why not?"

I didn't know how to break the news
gently, so I shot straight from the hip.
*I don't come from that kind of a family,
Ayelet. My brother is married to a
Catholic girl."

Again' she looked at me in amazement.
"What's a Catholic girl?"

LSS NEWS I.5S NEWS LSS NEWS LSS NEWS T.SS NEWS LSS NEWS LSS NEWS LSS NEWS IS5 NE




I started to laugh.
said a little more loudly,
her hearing that was defective,
her vocabulary.

"A Gatholic girl," I
as if it was
and not

She was not about to be taken lightly,
"What's a Catholic girl?" After a moment
she ‘added, "You're making that up, right?"

"A Christian, my sweet Ayelet. A Catholic
girl is a Christian, and my brother's
married to one."

n ml}’? "

I wanted to bite her cheeks and would have
had the brownies not come. They were the
only things sweeter than Rabbi Buchwald's
-daughter.

After lunch, Ayelet and I decided to walk
over to Central Park, We chatted, skipped
and held hands. Then I asked her if she
wanted to climb onto the Alice statue near

the lake.
‘v] don't know if I can," she said.
Now it was my turn to ask why.

"It's a statue," she said, "I'm not
allowed to play with statues.”

It was the third time this month that T
heard talk about idolotry. Once, a very
religious man I knew came in and told me I
would eventually have to get rid of my
statues if I stayed "frum."

"Why? 1 had collected statues from all
over the world. They were art objects.

How could anyone ask me to get rid of
them?"

"They represent idols!”
"But I don't bow down to them!"
He didn't push it.

Two weeks later a friend, whom I've known

for years, visited me with her latest
beau. He reiterated the point of my
previous visitor. It almost made me cry.

eyelet collar.
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And now Ayelet. T wasn't going to touch i+7%,

with a ten foot pole.
"Well, what do you think? Can you climb on
it? n

"Well," she said, placing her hand on her
hip., "It's Shabbos, and 1 remember one day
1 was with my father and there was this
big tall pole, you know the kind of pole
that looks a little like a person. Well,
he let me play on it." She stopped for a
moment and placed her other arm on her
hip. "I don't know if it was 0.K. to play
on it because it was Shabbos or because it
was that the pole was 0.K. But today is

. Shabbos and this is like the pole in some

way." She deliberated another moment, "I
think it's all right!"

she wasn't manipulating the
situation, looking for a yes when the
answer was no, It was real. BShe had
figured it out on her own, and, feeling
free about her decision, climbed on top
of the mushroom like all the other kids.

I knew

I watched her, an Orthodox Jewish girl at-
one

play with two Oriental children,
black, three Hispanics, two Danish
children who spoke no English, and our

newest minority, American caucasians, and
felt her pleasure. '

Someone asked me if she was a city kid and
I said yes, but I know it didn't jibe.
There she was in a beautiful blue coat and
pale blue flannel dress adorned with an
There I was wearing heels
and stockings, my Sunday best if you
will, on the hottest day of the year. We
definitely looked like tourists.

"Yes," I said, "She's a city kid, but
she's a Yeshiva city kid." Somehow saying
that made me feel proud.

On the way back to the synagogue we ran
into a young woman who looked like she had
stepped out of an Elizabethan play.
Indeed, her lavender dress was handmade,
cut low.

"Did you ever dress like that," Ayelet
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

. Friday, June 3

#Kindle Shabbat CANALEE, covneanssrsansnass 8104
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:40 and 8:15
saturday, June 4 (Behaalotecha)

Shabbat Morning GOTVICE. e v evrorransansanssaB345
Talmud and Bible Classes... L7205
MANChA. s eserecsssmssesinrennsssannmes ..8:05
paily Mincha and MAATIV. . vovoenasnn-snnenss 8115

TR

Friday, June 10
*Kindle Shabbat CanAleS.....-se-sssvssss00:8109
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:45 and 8:20

Saturday, Jume 11 (Shelach)

Shabbat Morning Service.....c-.ssssesssess.8:45
Talmud and Bible Classes.......cvv-eneeeeu 7110
Mincha ...ieoci-vicsanssanranee cearanessB8:10
Daily Mincha and Maariv........essvesseeve 8120

Wednesday, June 15 and Thursday, Jﬁne 16
Reosh Chodesh Tammuz
Morning Services.....seesscsesessans 7 and 7340

Friday, June 17
*EKindle Shabbat Candles.....ec---ssssrsarq-8311
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:45 and 8:20

saturday, June 19 (FKorach}

Shabbat Morning Servica......cceeusess-.+..8145
Talmud and Bible Classes.....eree-sccan-ae.7210
MAilEHA. v sevresnsasnrsnscssnrasssnrenerassa 310
Daily Mincha and Maariv.......oe-ssesnean..8:20

Friday, June 24
*Kindle Shabbat CandlesS.....seeeevasrsnrassB8:13
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:45 and 8:25

Saturday, June 25 (Chukat)

Shabbat MOTMiNng ServicCe.....seessnsesen-ss28145
Talmud and Bible ClagSesS.....c.cevss-sassses?il5
MANEHAn e assnoncrasassonessonsmssasensssn-us8ilS
Daily Mincha and MAETiV.. . cunavasannsarane 8320

. Friday, July 1

#Kindle Shabbat CandleS.....sesvssasseaser 8113
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:45 and 3:25

saturday, July 2 (Balak)

Shabbat MoTning Service......eeeerrrssevesaB8145
Talpud and Bible Clagses.....esve-sessnensn7:15
MiNCHA. rvervarcrnnassarnaasarrasnsassren--28:15
Daily Mincha and MABTIVerreusernoarssnranss8320

Sunday, July 3

17th of Tammuz (Fast Day)

Morning Services......ariiuencanreaes? and 8:30
MiNCHA . cesaerercnsssssnancanssansavsssssnea83lD

Monday, July 4
Independence Day
MOTTIANG SEIVACEB..vauasea--rxvssar:7:10 and 8:30

Priday, July 8
*Kindle Shabbat candlesS....ceesnsserrrsusessB:ll
Mincha and Kabbalat Shakbat...... €:45 and 8:20

saturday, July 9 (Pinchas}

Shabbat morning service.......ceavseenceas 8143
Talmud and Bible ClasSes.....avevars-earas 710
MinCha.-.iaseveneronsssnars Vesseswamraeres8:10
pPaily Mincha and MAAYiv. - cssavanurannr-as.B220

Friday, July 15th

Rosh Chodesh Av

MOITing Services.....aveer-cererannsa? and 7:40
*Findle Shabbat candles........ssvsus-veeesBiD8
Mincha and ERabbalat Shabbat.,......6:45 and 8:15

p.m.
p-m.

a.m.
p.n.
p.o.
p.h.

P.m.
p.m.

a.p.
p.E.
p-I.
p.1.

a.m.

a.R-
a.m.

p-B.

BEHEH

a.m.
p.-m.
p.m.

gaturday, July 16 (Matot-Masai)

Shabbat Morning S5erviCe....scecersaveraaas-8145 p.m.
Talmid and Bikle ClassesS........rssssese00.7:10 P,
Minoha. .uciennviacsssranranss R .8:10 p.m.
Daily Mincha and Maariv....coevesevesonssas 8115 p.m.

Friday, July 22 '
*¥Xindle Shabbat CandleS....cccssaeranarsr..8:02 pom.
Mincha and Rabbalat Shabbat,.......6:40 and 8:10 p.m.

saturday, July 23 (Devorim)

Shabbat Chazone )

Shabbat Morning Services........sscseas-...8:45 2.m,
MINChA vvecsevevncnsncrnsssansssnsssnrvesss5:00 Pum.

Fast begins at sunsat......sesersseasser.- 8120 P,
Saturday night July 23 .
and Sunday, July 24 Tisha B'Av (Fast Day)

Daily Mincha Maariv......--«.. tienssneseas-8:05 pum.

Friday, July 29
#Findle Shabbat Candles.....ce.sesucssonse-+7i56 pP.m.
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat...... 6:3% and 8:05 p.m.

Saturday, July 30 (Vaetchanan)

Shabhbat Nachamu

Shabbat morning Service.....ssssveseeec....8:45 a.nm.
Talmud and Bible ClasseS....serss-cssren-+26:55 pP.0.
BiRCHA vvvvevvvavsanannsnansvssnsnsnseaesss?iB5 p.m.
Daily Mincha and MaarivV......sessesssesss..8:00 p.m.

Friday, Augqust 5 :
*Kindle Shabbat Candles......scesrscrennsas7:48 p.@.
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.......6:30 and 7:55 p.m.

saturday, August 6 (Ekev)

Shapbat Merning Service...
Talmud and Bibla Classes..
MinCha.uesrssactassannsaransnrrasssanrenaas?:i50 pP.m.
Daily Mincha and Maariv:......ccesvvsvss-2+7:50 p.m.

Priday, August 12

Kindie Shabbat CandleS....e.s-esscserasnaaa7:39 p.m.
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat............-...7:50 p.m.
(No early service, resume one service only en
Friday evening)

saturday, Aucgust 13 (Re'Eh}

Rosh Chodesh Elul

Shabbat Morning Service........esvceinss-..8145 a.m.
Talmud and Bible Clasc@S......c-caeevaa.-.:6:40 p.@.
MAiNCHB .2 e arinnconassonnsans irersesas7i40 BB,
Daily Mincha and Maariv........eesseseeer.27:40 pom,

sunday, August 14
Rosh Chedesh Elul
Morning Services..........cveranea.-.7 and 8:30 a.m.

Friday, August 19 -
Rindle Shabbat candles........-coesenreus..7130 Pom.
Mincna and Kabbalat Shabbat......suvsseevesa.7:40 p.m.

Saturday, August 20 {Shoftim)

Shabbat Morning Service........-eeeseess-s.8:45 a.m.
Talmud and Bible Clasgses........-:ea0e0-0..6:30 pom,
MinCha. covsssnevonsaranarsae . .e+47230 p.m.
Daily Mincha and Maariv..........s0s00s0.2.7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 28
Kindle Shabbat Candles......cessssarrraesas7il9 Dol
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat.....seseeuerara7i30 po@,

Saturday, Augqust 27 (Kee Taytzay}

Shabbat Morning Service.....ieceveceessr...B145 a.nm.
Talmud and Bible ClassesS.......+sreessvar...6220 P,
MIiNCDA. corseonrcosaasarnnsssrssrsassasaress?120 pom,
paily Mincha and Maariv.......cscrvsun00..7:20 p.m.
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\) asked me, as we headed back to shul. The little old lady in her asked if there
were any boys.
"Not quite like that," I said. But I did

. dress in ways that one wouldn't consider "Lots of boys, Ayelet."
modest."
"So how much showed?"
“Wh'y? 1"
Slowly, wvery slowly, I outlined the
"Because, 1 guess, I liked it." distinction between my suit and my skin,
allowing her to see how much of me had
She stopped to pick something up, stopped shown itself to the sun... and to the
so she wouldn't be carrying, then she ° world.
threw it away. "You know Ayelet, before .
many of us met your father we led rather "When you were a little girl, right?" she
wild 1lives. I did, anyway." ) said resuming her skipping.
She got very excited. "Tell me what you "Well, I wasn't exactly little, Ayelet. It
did." was five years ago." .
She stopped dead in her tracks. Her jaw
fell open. - Her eyes became as big as
saucers. :
IINO ! 1
IIYeS ! n
IINO !‘II
IIYeS! n
Somehow she had to reconcile this with the
woman she had known for almost three

years, with the woman who seemed not so -
terribly different than all the other

Uh oh. T should have known better!" grown-ups she had known.
"Well, I ate traif." She shook her head, obviously in deep
thought. Then she began skipping again.
"Come on," she said shaking my hand, She "That's 0.K. You probably didn't know you
knew there was more. were Jewish then."
"Well,"I said coyly, "I ate nilk and meat With that single comment she took my
at the same meal." breath away. There was compassion and
understanding and love. Her parents had
"Come on," she said, "You know what I done some beautiful job in raising her,
mean, " i ‘
"I always knew I was Jewish, Ayelet. My
This seven year old had suddenly turned mother is Jewish!"
forty and she wasn't going to be deprived
| cf a good tale. Not if she could help it! "But you didn't know what that meant, did
_, ~you?®
" "Well," I said, "I went swimming and my
neck and elbows weren't covered." . This time it was my turn to shake my head.

"No, I didn't."
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CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZEL TOV

ENGAGEMENTS

Abigail Hirsch and Michael Kissen
Irene Matrajt and David Disenhouse

MARRTAGES
Debra Balaban and Barry Childress
Ilyce Kahan and Kemmeth Siegel

Susan Simon and David Glassberg

BIRTHS

Miriam and Akiva Lane on the birth of a daughter
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Lisa and Jerry Marcus on the birth of a daughter Miriam Rochel

Audrey and Jeffrey Sussman on the birth of a daughter Amanda Blair
Sandy and Marc Weiner on the birth of a daughter Rebecca Esther
- Sue Rosen and Sol Zalezgendler on the birth of a daughter Kayla Brooke

CONDOLENCES

Julie Beck on the passing of her beloved mother Fanny

The Jacobs family on the passing of their beloved husband,

son and brother Moss

Vivian Relkin on the passing of her beloved mother Lily Letner
Susan Rosen on the passing of her beloved father Irwin Price
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* *
%  Beginners Luncheon Schedule *
* ‘ *
* June 11, cost $10 *
* *
* Beginners Schmooze Schedule *
* H
* June 6 - 8:15 pm. A
* : *
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(cont, from previous page)
"That's what I thought."

"You know Ayelet. I don't think we should
tell your father about this conversation.”

"Whj not?"

‘"Because he might not let you come to the

park with me again."
"Why not?"

"Because he might think that you'll be
influenced in some way." o

"What does 'influenced' mean?"

"That you'll want to do the things we've
spoken about too."

- 8illy. I wouldn't deo that.

She looked at me as if I had told her that
G-d hadn't written the Torah. "Don't be
I know what it
means to be Jewish!"

So maybe I should have graduated a long
time ago. So maybe I should have done a
lot of things. All I know is that when I
can learn the kind of lessons I learn from
a 7 year old, and when I can still receive
the kind of joy that I feel from &ttending
a Beginners Service, they'll have to send
me an eviction notice in order to keep me
away on a permanent basis.

So maybe Effie should get a larger room!

The author, a writer, wrote this in the
Spring of 1987, and still drops in on the

Beginners Service. Ayelet is now 8 yeara\J}

old.
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