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This essay was written by Dr. Lynn Davidman, professor of sociology at the University of Pittsburgh. In

1984 Lynn spent many months at LSS studying and researching the Beginners Service.

The results of her research

were recently published by the University of California Press entitled Tradition in a Rootless World: Women

Turn to Qrthodox Judajism.
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I was born into a modern Orthodox famlly in the
mid-nineteen-fifties, in Forest Hills, Queens. Our
family was very activist in the local Orthodox
synagogue, the Young Israel of Forest Hills, which
my parents and grandparents had helped to found. I
grew up in an orderly, secure world in which my
place, and that of my family, was clearly known and
in which our lives were defined and shaped by the
observance of Halacha, Jewish law. When I was
twelve my mother, a young womsan, died tragically and
my sense of order in the Universe, and belief in
God, disintegrated.

As a teenager I strayed from Orthodoxy and as I
grew older and established an independent life I
attempted in various ways to express and affirm the
centrality of my Jewish identity, but did not go
back to traditional observance.

At the age of twenty-seven, in search for a topic
for a doctoral dissertation, I theought of doing a
comunity study of Lincoln Square Synagogue. It is
a modern (although the founding rabbi of this
synagogue now refers to it as "centrist") Orthodox
community that along major dimensions of
interpretation of Jewish law and levels of
observance, resembles the community in which I had
grown up. I have relatives who are members of that
synagogue and through them I had the chance to
ocbserve an Orthodox commmity that was not only
somewhat liberal in its interpretation of Jewish
law, but also was open to a broader range of people
(including Asians, African Americans and other non-
Jews) than any synagogue I had ever seen. As I
became more focused I decided to concentrate on the
"outreach" dimension of the synagogue, and in
particular, on the young, highly educated,
professional women who are attracted to Orthedoxy
through the synagogue’s programs. And in order to
have a more rounded and complete understanding of
the "outreach" programs at Lincoln Square and the
women who are attracted to them, I decided to build
in a comparison with a Hasidic group, the
Lubavitchers.

Whent I began this study, I told anyone who asked

" about my topic that there were three reasons for my

doing this particular project: two were academic and

I urge you all to read this fascinating work.

E.Z.B.

one was personal. From a sociological perspective,
the attraction of secular Jewish women to Orthodoxy
is surprising in two ways: one, that it seems to
contradict the predictions of secularization

- theorists that more "traditional® forms of religions

would wane as societies became more modern. This
prediction was also supported by students of American
Jewish life, who had predicted that Orthodoxy would
wane as the Jews integrated into American life. The
second surprising aspect was that women, who appeared
to have many options in the 1980‘'s, several decades
into the "second wave" of the feminist movement, were
actually choosing a religious community that defined
their roles in conventional terms, as wives and
mothers in nuclear families. The personal reason I
would have recited was that I was very curious to
understand why these women would make choices so
different from my own. And did they not see the
feminist issues there that were so glaring to me?
How could they not care? :

Through the course of getting to know the women in
my study, my perspective changes. 1 changed my
question from "how could they do this?" to a much
more nuanced understanding of the many meaningful
benefits Orthodoxy brings to their lives; such as
community, identity, a strong sense of roots, models
of warm nuclear family liwves, clarity about gender;
all important dimensions of life that can be hard to
find in secular, U.3. society. I developed an
appreciation for the meaning the women were finding
through Orthodoxy and was able to conclude that this
way of 1life "worked" for them, despite its not having
worked for me.

In retrospect, having written what I believe is a
sympathetic account of the ba‘alot teshuva (newly
Orthodox Jewish women), I understand that another
motivating factor for me was the desire to return as
an adult, back to the religious contexts I had left
so rebelliously as a teenager, and made a different
sort of peace with it. Having spent months with the
women who were becoming Orthodox, I came to an
appreciation of the power and meaning of Orthodox
life by chserving its impact on these women. Thus
this study was also a process of my coming to better
terms with my religious background and working out a
new sensibility about it.
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ENGAGEMENTS

Jennifer Boden and Jason Hubert
Deborah DeWinter and Philip Sussman
Batbara Coodsteln and Rob Rosenblatt
Sheryl Keevak and Ron Signor

lisa Marcus and Steven Abramovitz
Beth Portnoy and Marce Benpualid
Shelley Stangler and Cliff Wener
Jody Rosen and Aryeh (Larry) Brauner
Annie Wiesenthal and Richard Linhart

i CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV

MARRTAGES

Roberta Fink and Robert Hadl

Cindy Greenberg and Steven Goldrich

Sharon Harvey and Avi Roserberg

Marina Kaplan and Alexander Kochmann

Lisa Krawet and Jim Shemwick

Ellin Ronee Pollachek and William Rittenhouse
Deborah Schiller and Mark Rosalimsky
Micaella Schneider and Robert Harari

Jane Stiefel and David Sperling
Hillary Welss and Yossi Kaufman

BIRTHS

Karen and Stuart Adler, on the birth of a boy, Aaron

Diane and Jeffray Aiken, on the birth of triplet boys: Daniel, Elan and "TBA"
Susan and Pr. Chaim Banner, on the birth of a girl, Rivka

Norma Birrbaum and Dr. Jereme Ehrlich, on the birth of a boy, Dorian Yisrael
Tamar and Alec Cindis, on the birth of a girl, Miriam Rachel

Gail and Michael Haas, on the birth of a boy, Seth David

Karen and Alain Ickovics, on the birth of a girl, Sarit Lesh

Israela and Dr. Andrew Krakauer, on the birth of a boy, Mordechal

Miriam and Akiva Lane, on the birth of a boy, David Zalwan Yitzchak

Vivian and David Relkin, on the birth of a boy, Yehoshua leib

Melanie Renchner and Dr. Bernie Kaminetsky, on the birth of a boy, Joshua
Elisa and Joel Rosen, on the birth of a boy, David Tzvi

Toby and Bruce Simon, on the birth of a boy, Netanel Mordechal

Alison and Cralg Statler, on the birth of a girl, Sylvia Louise

Perny and Erxwin Stern, on the birth of a girl, Melanie Marina

YOTZOT BEMACHOL
Yolzot Bemachol is & company of three
women dancers who, following the hafachos of the
Torah,dance for women only. The name of the

TZETTGHEM L'SHALOM to live and/or study in Israel company, which means "those who went out in

REFUAH SHLEMA

Daniel Diker Maurice Orkin dance" is taken from the description of the women
' Lrene and David Disenhouse Judith Galof in tha Torah who followed Miriam with drums and | -
| Adam Rahn dancing in praise of G-d after the spiitting of the )
Andy Linder BAR MITZVAH sea.
Bdyl and Chaim Resnick Ezra Relch, son of Beryl Korot Bringing out faughter, tears and
and, Steve Reich introspection, the dances are performed on Jewish
! TONS themes, and are explained to the audience before
CONGRATULATIONS

each dance by & narrator, Claire Ciss, who is &
local artist and calligraphier, The founder of the
company is Lisa Marcus, 2 graduate of the LSS
Baginners Service and the Juilllard Schoo! with a
wide range of professional experience who, since
becoming observant of halacha, has been teaching
and dancing for women only,

This group first started performing In Israel
in such diverse spaces as Binyanet Hauma, a
theatre in Jerusalsm, where 1,500 women were
able to attend, to an intimate rooftop at night,
overlooking the Insplrlng hiks and lights of
Jerusalem.

The company Ia new based in Toronto, and
has been performing locally and In the United
States.

Yotzot Bemachol is avallable for bookings.
For mora information, call or write {416) 764-0832
ot P.Q. Box 936, Thornhill,Ontario LIT4AS,

Elaine Housman, upon her successful one woman Sculpture show at the
Paris-New York-Kent Gallery

Alan Kaye, for the front page photo of him which appeared in the
New York Times story about new immigration laws

Thomas Yehuda Tarine, uron his pisne debut at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center,
to rave reviews

MAZAL OV _ : ) '
Renee and Allan leicht - "Hatan Torsh,”" and Michelle and Benjamin Belfer - "Hatan Maftir, '
first menbers of the Beginners Service to be so honored on Simchat Torah

CONCOLENCES

Jay Abrams, en the loss of his mother, Naomi R. Spencer
Sharon Geodman, on the loss of her father, Stuarc Raskas
Alan Magill, on the loss of his father, Paul Magill
Deborah Y. Mann, on the loss of her father, Harry Marn
Steve Reich, on the loss of his father, Leonard Reich
Eli Salig, on the loss of his mother, Margot Sallg
Ganlt Steifman, on the loss of her brother, Schachar Graicer
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GRANUKKAR LITES

Between Park And
Lexinglon

r Ten Dollars A T

ZERO CALORIES

But You’ll Gain A Lot!

A Colloguium On The Meaning Of Chanukkah
Featuring:

Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald, Rabbi David Clyman,
Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, Rabbi Yosef Kalaisky

And Habbl Ben Cherney

Fllowed !d' Relreshmeats
And Lve Music

Sponsored By Aish HaTorah, Hineni, The Jewish Renaissance
Cenler, The National Jewish OQuireach Piogram
And Tha Yad Avraham instiiule

Admisslon IsoFlva Dollars il Vou He !sler In Advance
or

To Reserve Ploase CAll 2l2 643-8800

Tuesda cost of the dinner is 318 The service
Evemng Rmﬂg ﬂlDN - on the first Fndey of each month will be
DECEMBER 3RD FRST SESCioN }',';f’ﬂ.”féﬁf; o e o i b
/a Wi
At The Ramoz School SECQHD SESSION feto share In a Shallbs af home.
125 E85h Street B:35 - :45

We Would Like To Thank Cangregatien Kahliath Jeshurun For Hoating The Frogam.

(" AT LAST A FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE )
FOR THE NOVICE WORSHIPPER

!PMYEBANDMNWNB.J ® QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  # BIBLICAL INSIGHTS
* HSTORICAL OVERVIEWS @ CONCREGATIONAL READINGS AND SINGING

We all know someone with little or no
badﬁwund in Judaism. Someone who
would enjoy good company and food.
Starting on Friday, Nove Pa’z-r siod
thereafter the first and third Frid:

of every
month, there wilf be a Friday n@?s
Beginners Service,

The first service on November 15th includes
a great new service and dinner at the shul,

Reservations must be in by the Tuesday
before the coming Shabbos.

FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO KNOW MORE.

LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE

\ 200 Amsiordam Ave. Maw York, NY 10023 (212) 8746100 -/

Friday, January Jrd
Kindle shabbat candles...,....
Hincha and Habbalat Shabbat.

e
P-m.

Shabbat, January 4th(VAERA)

Shabbat Morning services......
Talmud and Bible clesses
Hincha,........ p.o.
Daily Hincha and Pem.
Maariv only Mon=ThUKB.......... . . vaeasB2 N

aum.
el

Honday, January 6th Rosh Chodesh shevat
Morning Services.. Trrarssrasasacasnsaesd & 7140 FaR.

Friday, Jan 10th
Kindle shabbat ¢andles.....
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat

........ 4140 p.u.

Shabbat, Fan 11 (BO)
Shabbat Morning Gekvides
Talmud and Bible Clasge
Hincha ........ aaann

Daily Mincha and Mi
Maariv only Mon-Thurs

Priday, Jan 17
Kindle shabpat candles.....
Hincha and Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat, Tan 18 (BESHALACH)

Shabbat Horning servica.....
Talmud and Bible classss,
Mincha......... saaraiian.
Daily Mincha and Maeriv..
HMaariv only Mon=Thurs. ... i aninrrasarsrssns

. Monday, January 20 Tuo BtShevat

Friday, Jen 24
Kindle Shabbat CATHILES......vceeeenrencneenan rarisasadi46 pamy
Mincha and Xabbalat SDabBat,....susssscscessrannennns 4155 Pl

Shabbat, Jan 25 [YITRO}
Shabbhat Morning Services,...... tereerrarierarinan.,.B145 A.m.
Talmud and Pible clesees,
Mincha........ basariiean.

Maariv only HOMPENULS 1wy e v vt vnnss s snsmsensennnris 6:20

Friday, Jan 31
Kindle Shabbat candles....... meavaasmsaarrarraiana..24754 pome
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat... seerenrens5105 pom.

“habhat, Feb 1 (HISPRTTIM)
abbat Morning services
ilmud and Bible claste
ncha. . oovsvenns

HKaariv only H¥on~Thuxs..

Tuesday & Wedneszday Feb 4 & 5 Rosh chodesh Adar I
HOTRing Servich, . iuvararrvarnnrinssn.

PEPPI 4130 p.m.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

ri, Peb 7

EKindle Shabbat candlé@Seerssnivvrerrcaensananan reare 5103 pum.
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat......coccivvnnnviieann., 5:15 p.m.
Shapbat, Feb B (TERUMAK}

Shabbat MoYning services........ terasrraT I L ey 8:45 a.m.
Talmad and Bible classes. . <4120 p.m.
Hinch& sesessanionannen H .

Daily Mincha and Maariv ey
(Last week of Maariv only}...........

Radnesday Feb 12' Lincoln's Birthday

Horning Services.....eeeammeaus sresvannnnnns..7:15 & 7:50 &A,m,
" Fri, Feb 14

kindle Shabbat Candlés........ tamtretrrraiaraner 3311 Pada

Hincha and Kabbalat Snebbat... [ «..5120 p.m.

Shabbat, February 15 {TETZAVVEH)
Shabbat Morning pexvices...
Talnud and Bibie classes.
Mincha .....

Daily H.‘.nnhu nnu Muurw

¥onday, Fab 17th Washington's Birf_hday
HOrNing SerVACES, .. izssvnrssnrannurnnnnn «aaa?:10 2and 8130 a.m.

Priday, Feh 21
Rindle shabbat Candles...
Hincha and Kabbalat Shabbi

w5120

p.
P e B30 po

Saturday, Feb 23 (KI TISSA)
Shabbat Hol"nll'lg' aervices,

Daily Hinnhl an

Friday, Fab 23.
Kindle Shabbat Candles...
¥incha and Kabbalat Shabb;

Saturday, Feb 29 (VAYAKEEL) Parshat sheKalim

Shabbat Morning SeIViceS. .o cuu,iirerrecvnnnnrrroaaas B8:45 a.m.

Talrmud and Bible Classas. «4t45 B.m,

Eincha ........ LTI -B:30 p.m.
+ Dajly Mincha and Haariv.... srrtrssrrrrerrrra,..-5740 pum.

‘Thursday & Friday March 5 & 6 Resh chodesh adayr IT

Morning Serviges..... Pr e taaieaeaae e vesvereaT & 7240 a0

Friday, March &
Kindle Shabbat Candles.....
Mincha and Xabbalat Shabbat.

. tranaa5835 pam
Srrrarrte e a e iaaaan 5:45 p.m

Shabbat., March 7 (PEKUDAI}
Shabbat Morping Services

-m
Talmud and Bible Clascal tEQ ;.m
MANCRA +vpeoeonnan . .5t35 p.m
baily Hincha and Ma Prraaasraaaiiitiaaaaa,, 545 O

Friday, March 13th
Kindle Shabbat Candles.

vrrraasa.a.5:42 Pa
Mincha and Kebbalat Shabb

-1
sreae5550 pam

Shabbat, March 14th (VAYIKRA} Parshat Zachor
Shabbat Morning services..

a.m,
Ta)mud And Bible Claases. H p.m.
Hincha..eerenanes arreenaBI40 Pam,
Adaitional reaqu ot Parshat Zachcr nttar Hincha

Daily Mincha and BaBrlv. .. .,iieiiscneisinncnnnna rren 5165 pam,

Wednesday, March 18
Fagt of Esther
Fast begins
Morning eervices.
Mincha ...evveecormanas
Maariv and Megillak raading. .

aene 3484

Thursday, Harch 19
Purim

Horning service= and Hegillah reading......... [-§] 30 & 7:30
additicnal megillah readings...,.. T

Early Mincha.........
Regular Mincha.......
Synagogue Purim Ssmdab

Friday, March 20th

Shushan Purin

Kindle Shabbat CondleS.......,...... debreccsens sea1e+5150 puBL
vve.6100 pum.

Mincha and Xabbalat Shabbat,......cessesessersins

Saturday, March 21 (TZAV)
Shabbat Morming services
Talnud and Bible Classes
Hincha.saurraieriecera
Daily Mincha and Maar:

Friday, March 27th
Kindia Shebbat CandleS.r....
Hincha apd Kabbalat Shabbat,

Shabbat, Harch 28th (SHEMINI)} Parshat Parah
Shabbat MOrNing SEIViCES .c...uuienarrraces
'l‘almud and Bible Classes..

Priday, April 3
Kindle shabbat candles.......
Mincha and Rabbalat Shabbat,

Saturday, April 4th
Rosh Chodesh Misan (TAZRIA) Parshat Hachodash
Shabbat Morning services...

rurred6105 Do,

TURK CLOCKS MIBAD ONE HOU‘R PO:R M!LIGH‘T SAVING; TIME
cemaassanna 7115 pam.

Daily Mincha and Maariv..... aEmrEraraanaen

Friday, April 10
Kindle Shabbat Candles.r.....
¥Kincha and Kabbalat Shavbat,......

Saturday, April 11 (METZORA) Shubbat HaGadol
Shabbat Morning services....,, B ¥ 1
Mincha followed by Shabbat Hagudnl mscouraa
Daily Mincha and Maariv......,i.ssscassvssrransa.s
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LSS BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATES
CHANUKAH BASH A

LIVE MUSIC! LOTS OF RUACH! DINNER WITH ALL CHANUKAH TRIMMINGS

AND OF COURSE THE CRAZY BAAL TESHUVAH DANCERS

Where: LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE
When: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4th - 7:00 P.M.
Cost: $15.00 PER PERSON

| would like to attend the LSS Beginners/Intermediates CHANUKAH PARTY

Payment for reservations. must be received by November 29th, Sorry, no phone reservations.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: H ) o X | )

Number of reservations

Make Check Payable to and mail to: LINCOLN SQUARE SYNAGOGUE - Att: Rabbi Buchwald ' )
. 200 Amsterdam Ave. -

New York, NY 10023



