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The call I had dreaded for months came seven days before
Passover. I was in the middle of emptying dozens of shopping
bags in my New Jersey home, filled with goodies for Passover
when my father called to alert me that my mother had taken a
turn for the worse. We did not know if she would live another
day, or maybe a couple of days, or maybe a week. Only G-d knew
how much time was left. What I knew was that I had to catch a
plane to Germany immediately--Passover or not--to be with my
mother. Originally, my husband Ed and I were to host Passover for
the first time in our home; a much anticipated event that I had
looked forward to and planned for months now. I was to go to
Germany to see my mother the day after Passover. But, as we say in
German, humans plan, G-d steers.

My then seven month old
daughter Aviva and I were on our
way to the airport an hour and a
half after I hung up with my
father. My husband would stay at
home and await word from me.
Knowing I would have to spend
Passover in Germany, in a small
town with no synagogue or any
kosher stores nearby, I took the
essentials I thought I would really
need: Three boxes of matza, a jar
of jam, a can of coconut maca-
roons for a little treat, a small bot-
tle of Kiddush wine, my travel
candle sticks, and a Hagaddah.
Because German food ingredients
are strictly supervised and clearly labeled, I was sure I could buy
dairy products that would be acceptable and of course vegetables
and potatoes would be no problem either. For dishes I would sim-
ply use disposables and devised a plan to kasher the second stove
and set up an area for myself. Looking back, it surprises me that I
had the strength to consider Passover, as I was packing for a trip
which I knew would be a farewell to my mother forever. But I did.

Thank G-d, my mother was still alive when we arrived in
Germany, and seeing us seemed to give her wind under her wings.
We were able to spend time together. Her cancer had ravished her
body, but not her mind or her ability to smile. Passover came near-
er with every day, and I was wondering what to do. I would not go
to Frankfurt or Cologne for Seders, because I wanted to be within
walking distance of my mother, and not “stuck” out of reach.

I was able to get everything I needed for the Seder plate--substi-
tuting a beet for the shank bone. So we had our Seder. Because of
my mother’s poor state of health, we kept to the mandatory essen-
tials of the Seder like remembering the Exodus from Egypt and eat-
ing the bread of affliction. Our Shulchan Aruch--the festive meal--
consisted of spring potatoes, lox, and scrambled eggs with chives.
Not quite the meal I had planned for our Seder at home in the
States with turkey and brisket and “wonderful” flourless desserts.
But, nevertheless, a Seder it was. 

The same night, in the middle of the night, my father
received a call from the hospital that my mother had peacefully
died. My father was in great distress. After four decades togeth-
er, being left behind had not seemed possible to him, even after
months of eventually unsuccessful chemotherapies through
which he had to see her suffer. When Silke, my mother’s pastor
(I am a Jew by choice) came to our house a while later, she
comforted him by saying “Juergen, remember, tonight was the
bread of affliction, when it is said that, ‘now we are slaves but
tomorrow we are free.’ Anne is free now.” 

I was stunned; this was certainly not what I had expected
her to say. When the funeral day had to be set, it was Pastor

Silke who pointed out that
Shabbos would be very difficult
for me. My father agreed and
because of a national holiday in
Germany my mother was not
buried until the eighth day of
Passover. I was worried about
what songs and prayers my hus-
band and I would hear, but, no
matter what, there was no way I
was not attending my mother’s
funeral. She had been so support-
ive of my chosen faith and such a
positive power in my life. How
could I not be there? Well, my
mother surprised me one more
time by her love and foresight.
She had in fact chosen the songs

and prayers for her service and made sure I could be there.
There was only talk of G-d--nothing and no one else. I will be
forever grateful for her ability to reach beyond herself.

But I think there is something more to learn here beyond
tolerance, outreach and a mother’s love: Passover does not have
to be the expensive, lavish affair it often turns into. It does not
have to costs hundreds of dollars. In fact, I am convinced that
here, less is truly more. Maybe my experience was a little too
bare bones--after all, it is a joyous celebration. But the experi-
ence will help me keep things in check. “Duck sauce?! I don’t
buy it all year, why do I put it in the cart because it’s kosher for
Passover?” These thoughts are my guide as I am again in the
middle of planning and preparing for the first Weinstein family
Seder in our home, G-d willing.

In loving memomy of Anita “Anne” Schulz, ob”m.
Rivka (Cathrin) Weinstein lives in Margate on the Jersey Shore
with her husband Ed, daughter Aviva and dog Winston. She works
for a medical publisher in New York City where she develops med-
ical student products. She is a physician, but her love for books and
pedagogy prevailed.
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A HUMBLE AND HUMBLING PASSOVER EXPERIENCE
Rivka Weinstein



Fri April 15, 2011 - 11th of Nisan
Morning Services . . . . . .7:00 & 7:40 AM
Candle Lighting . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:18 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:25 PM

Sat April 16, 2011 - 12th of Nisan
Acharei Mot SHABBAT HAGADOL

Morning Services. . . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Mincha & Shabbat HaGadol Drasha
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:50 PM 

Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends . . . . . . . .8:18 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv . . . . . . .7:25 PM

Mon April 28, 2011 - 14th of Nisan
TA'ANIT BECHORIM

Morning Services with Siyum 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 & 7:30 AM
Latest time to eat Chametz  . . . . 10:04 AM
Latest time to burn Chametz. . . . 11:10 AM 
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:21 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 PM 
Begin Seder after  . . . . . . . . . . .8:10 PM

Tue April 19, 2011 - 15th of Nisan 
1st DAY PESACH

Morning Services  . . . . . 8:00 & 9:00 AM  
Talmud Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:40 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 PM 
Light Candles & begin Seder after
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:25 PM

Wed April 20, 2011 - 16th of Nisan 
2nd DAY PESACH    

Morning Services  . . . . . . 8:00 & 9:00 AM
Talmud Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:40 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 PM
Ma'ariv/Yom Tov ends  . . . . . . . .8:22 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .7:25 PM

Thu April 21, 2011 - 17th of Nisan  
CHOL HAMOED PESACH

Morning Services . . . . . . 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Fri April 22, 2011 - 18th  of Nisan 
CHOL HAMOED PESACH

Morning Services . . . . . . 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:30 PM

Sat April 23, 2011 - 19th of Nisan  
CHOL HAMOED PESACH

Morning Services . . . . . 8:00 & 9:00 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:25 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:10 PM 
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends . . . . . . . .8:25 PM

Sun April 24, 2011 - 20th of Nisan 
CHOL HAMOED PESACH

Morning Services . . . . . 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:28 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 PM

Mon April 25, 2011 - 21st of Nisan 
7th DAY PESACH

Morning Services . . . . . 8:00 & 9:00 AM
Talmud Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:50 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 PM 
Light candles after  . . . . . . . . . . .8:28 PM

Tue April 26, 2011 - 22nd of Nisan 
8th DAY PESACH - Yizkor

Morning Services . . . . .8:00 & 9:00 AM
Talmud Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:50 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 PM 
Ma'ariv/Yom Tov ends  . . . . . . . .8:29 PM

Fri April 29, 2011 - 25th of Nisan 
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:23 PM 
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .7:33 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 & 7:40 PM

Sat April 30, 2011 - 26th of Nisan
Kedoshim

Daf Yomi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services . . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:20 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .8:33 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .7:45 PM

Wed May 4, 2011 - 30th of Nisan 
ROSH CHODESH 

Morning Services . . . . . . 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Thu May 5, 2011 - 1st of Iyar 
ROSH CHODESH 

Morning Services . . . . . . 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Fri May 6, 2011 - 2nd of Iyar 
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:19 PM 
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .7:40 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 & 7:50 PM

Sat May 7, 2011 - 3rd of Iyar 
Emor

Daf Yomi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services . . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:30 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:30 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .8:45 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .7:50 PM

Tue May 10, 2011 - 6th of Iyar 
YOM HA'AZMA'UT 

Morning Services . . . . 7:00 & 7:50 AM

Fri May 13, 2011 - 9th of Iyar
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:34 PM 
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .7:47 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 & 7:50 PM

Sat May 14, 2011 - 10th of Iyar 
Behar

Daf Yomi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services. . . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:35 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .8:47 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .7:55 PM

Fri May 20, 2011 - 16th of Iyar
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:40 PM 
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .7:54 PM 
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 & 8:00 PM

Sat May 21, 2011 - 17th of Iyar
Bechukotai 

Daf Yomi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services. . . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:45 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:45 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .8:54 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .8:05 PM

Fri May 27, 2010 - 23rd of Iyar
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:45 PM
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .8:00 PM 
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 & 8:05 PM

Sat May 28, 2010 - 24th of Iyar  
Bamidbar  

Daf Yomi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services. . .7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .6:50 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:50 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .9:00 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .8:10 PM

Mon May 30, 2011 - 25th of Iyar
MEMORIAL DAY

Morning Services . . . . . 7:00 & 8:30 AM

Fri June 3, 2011 - 1st of Sivan 
ROSH CHODESH 

Morning Services  . . . . . . . 7:00 & 7:40  AM
Early Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . .6:49 PM
Regular Candle Lighting  . . . . . .8:05 PM
Mincha . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:45 & 8:10 PM

Sat June 4, 2011 - 2nd of Sivan  Naso
Daf Yomi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 AM
Bible Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 AM
Morning Services. . . 7:40, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .7:10 PM  
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:55 PM  
Ma'ariv/Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . .9:05 PM
Daily Mincha & Ma'ariv  . . . . . . .8:15 PM

Tue June 7, 2011 - 5th of Sivan 
EREV SHAVUOT

Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:08 PM
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 PM 
Torah Classes beginning  . . . . . 11:30 PM

Wed June 8, 2011 - 6th of Sivan  
1st DAY SHAVUOT  

Morning Services . . . . . . 4:55 & 9:00 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .7:15 PM
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 PM
Light Candles after  . . . . . . . . . .9:09 PM

Thu June 9, 2011 - 7th of Sivan 
2nd DAY SHAVUOT

Morning Services . . . . . .8:00 & 9:00 AM
Talmud & Bible Classes  . . . . . .7:15 PM
Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 PM
Ma'ariv/Yom Tov ends . . . . . . . .9:09 PM
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Randolph Jennings, on the loss of his father, James Jennings
Larry Komito, on the loss of his father, Jerry Komito
Phillip Namanworth, on the loss of his brother, Richard Namanworth
Rochelle Schumer, on the loss of her fiancé, Leonard Rehner
Ilyce Siegel, on the loss of her mother, Elaine Kahan

SPEEDY RECOVERY/REFUAH SH'LAIMA
Mark Fisher, Moshe Chaim ben Chana
Sid Gold, Shlomo Shia ben Mushka
Elizabeth Lambert, Elisheva Chana bat Miriam Leah
Regina Ullendorff, Rachel bat Feige 

CONGRATULATIONS
Daniel Diker, upon his appointment as Secretary General 

Designate of the World Jewish Congress
Professor William Kolbrener on the release of his new book

Open Minded Torah: Of Irony, Fundamentalism and Love
Shaina and Ari Moses, upon receiving the Young 

Leadership award at the National Jewish Outreach 
Program Dinner

TODAH RABBAH
Shira Fishkin, Ira Weinstock, and all the Purim Shpielers 

for this year's wonderful Purim songs and parody
Special thanks to Jerry Greenberg for the memorable 

Purim parody

ENGAGEMENTS
Yael Greenberg and Yuval Tsemach
Ariela Miriam Jacober and 

Yisrael Mordechai Friedman
Mazal Tov to parents Vardi and Dr. Lenny Jacober

Elisheva Kolbrener and Aviad Rosenblum 
Mazal Tov to parents Leslie and Dr. William Kolbrener

Avigail Savir and Emanuel Dotch
Mazal Tov to parents Miriam and Dr. Mordechai Savir

Sonia Lemmel and Etan Pinsky 
Mazal Tov to parents Jeanette and Dr. Ross Pinsky

MARRIAGES
Javkhlan (Ahuva) Dagvadorj and Henry Gross
Rebecca Weiner and Yeruchem Pliner

Mazal Tov to parents Sandra Weiner and Marc Weiner
Jenny Lebowitz and Roy Niederhoffer

BIRTHS
Ayelet and Gavriel Berger, on the birth of a baby boy, 

Yosef Yehuda
Mazal Tov to grandparents Aidel and Ephraim Buchwald

Susan Hecht and David Cohen, on the birth of a baby boy, 
Philip Samuel (Feitel Shmuel). 
Mazal Tov to grandparents Dr. Sandra and Michael Hecht

Dr. Ellie Carmody and Daniel Stone, on the birth of a baby boy,
Isaac Thomas (David Yitzchak)

Shira and Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn on the birth of a baby boy, 
Eliyahu
Mazal Tov to grandparents Karen and David Fishof, 
and Monica and Dr. Jonathan Gordon

Lisa and Paul Glazer, on the birth of twins, 
Yehuda Meir and Sarah Shayna

Peri and Jonathan Leong, on the birth of a baby girl, Aviva
Oshrit and Yehuda Savir, on the birth of a baby boy, Uriel

Mazal Tov to grandparents Miriam and Dr. Mordechai Savir
Esther and Avi Weisblatt, on the birth of a baby girl, 

Nechama
Mazal Tov to grandparents Barbara Gewirtz and 
Shlomo Dov Gewirtz

Carrie Silberman and Omid Zareh, on the birth of a baby girl,
Dalia Miriam

BAR/BAT MITZVAH
Maayan Chayn Brodsky

Mazal Tov to parents Alene and Steve Brodsky
Hannah Hudes

Mazal Tov to parents Drs. Golda and Dana Hudes
Benjamin Meir Schandelson

Mazal Tov to parents Sarah and Martin Schandelson

CONDOLENCES
Neil Baim, on the loss of his mother, Rose Baim
Heidi Bratt Davis, on the loss of her father, Michael Bratt

CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV

SAVE THE DATES
Beginners Shabbat Luncheons

Sat., 12:30 PM - $20
May 7, June 4

Beginners Shmooze - Free
Mon., 8:15 PM

May 2
All Night Shavuot Learn-a-thon

Tues., June 7, 11:30 PM - 7:00 AM
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