Colonel Joshua Chamberlain - “Gettysburg”

On July 1, 1863, the Fifth Corps marched to Hanover, Pennsylvania before turning
west toward Gettysburg. An overnight forced march got the troops to a location in
rear of Cemetery Ridge the next day, and Chamberlain's men took a brief but
grateful rest. It was here that Chamberlain faced the distasteful duty of addressing
"mutinous" soldiers suddenly assigned to his 20th Infantry from the old 2nd
Maine, which had been mustered out. A group of men whose enlistments had not
expired, refused to carry arms and were placed under arrest. Chamberlain's brief
speech and his pledge to plead their case caused all but a handful to take arms and
join the ranks of the 20th for the coming battle.

The charge of the 20th Maine Infantry was the climax of the fighting in front of
Vincent's brigade and contributed greatly to the Union victory at Little Round Top
and a turning point in the war.
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