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CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 35a!

Chapter Six

Mishnaf neaby pa1an 130 — In what manner® does one recite the blessing on fruits?? nivp by

Tmix X1 1987 — On the fruits of trees one says:

etc.®) the One Who creates the fruit of the tree,

one says:
fruits of the ground™ one says:
— except for bread, wix X3 ne Syw — for on bread one says:

forth bread from the ground.”
One Who creates the fruit of the ground.
oY1 — the One Who creates species of herbage.'®

Gemara The Gemara seeks a source for the Mishnah’s
underlying assumption that one must recite a
blessing before eating:
19m 137 X3 — From where are these things known? 11373107
~ For the Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 0% ohibn wip,, —
The verse And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be HOLY FOR
PRAISES TO HASHEM®™  pimanxb Dimanh npna onveyw mbn —
TEACHES THAT THEY REQUIRE A BLESSING BEFORE eating THEM
AND AFTER eating THEM.!Y X'y 127 0K [NIB — BASED ON
THIS, R’ AKIVA SAID: 1123 0'7ip oib3 niyvwy oxbh 1iox — ITIS
FORBIDDEN FOR A PERSON TO TASTE ANYTHING BEFORE HE RE-
CITES A BLESSING.!

1M1 1 yin — except for wine,
19311 ™5 K793 — the One Who creates the fruit of the vine. ¥
TRIRT 18 X713 — the One Who creates the fruit of the ground, s

IR R N by ~
IR 179 37 — R’ Yehudah says: On greens one says:

Yy "9 X3 — Blessed are You, Hashem,
apix xw1 03 byw — for on wine
7HIR K31 yIRT NiM2 Sy — And on the
ngaMYyn
YR 10 1Y Nyia - the One Who brings

And on greens, too, one says: 7INT ™MB K2 — the
W) K1

The Gemara challenges the use of this verse as a source for
reciting a blessing on foods:
RnK7 X oonb obb wp,, i — But does this expression
holy for praises come to teach this law (that a blessing is
required before and after eating)? % 'yam iz — Why, this
double expression (hillulim) is needed to teach other laws, as
follows: %o En mANK Kap1 MKT N — One expression of
hillult? is needed to indicate that the Merciful One says
regarding the fruit of the fourth year: Deconsecrate it and then
eat it.’¥ 77X} — And the other expression of hillul is needed
toteach that Sbn pyv W pywn 127 - only something that
requires song¥! requires deconsecration, W PYY IR

NOTES

1. The word 7y is a contraction of 1y 11 X3, in what manner (Rambam,
Commentary to the Mishnah).

2. The Mishnah’s question seems to assume prior knowledge of the
fundamental requirement to recite a blessing before partaking of a food.
The Rishonim suggest that this fundamental requirement has indeed
already been alluded to in the Mishnah above, 11a and 20b (see Tosafos
and Rabbeinu Yonah).

3. All blessings begin with the clause: Blessed are You, Hashem, our God,
King of the universe [there is an Amoraic dispute below, 40b, whether
the words “King of the universe” are essential]. Our Mishnah, which
details the different blessings recited for different foods, omits this
opening clause because it is common to all blessings (Rambam,
Commentary to the Mishnah; see also Magen Avraham 215:5 with
Machatzis HaShekel).

4. Because of wine’s special importance, the Sages instituted a separate
blessing for it (Rashi).

5. Le. those which grow from the ground but are not “fruit of the trees”
(see Gemara below, 40a-b).

6. [The Hebrew words yx and in7x both mean ground. In Mishnaic
Hebrew, however, the word myx refers almost exclusively to soil (the
material) rather than to the ground itself, which the Mishnah generally
calls y'jx. Thus, the Mishnah states that “‘on the fruits of the arefz” (the

ishnaic word for the ground), one says the blessing: the One Who
%ates the fruits of the adamah (the Scriptural word for the ground —
at least in the expression “fruit of the ground” — as in Deuteronomy
26:2 and Genesis 4:3). For the Mishnah refers to the fruits of the ground
in its own style of Hebrew, whereas the blessings are formulated
according to the Biblical expression for “‘fruits of the ground” (see Tos.
Anshei Shem; see also Meiri and Ritva; cf. Shenos Eliyahu).]

7. As in the case of wine, the Rabbhis instituted a separate blessing for
bread, because of its special importance (Rashi).

{In this case, the blessing employs the word yx for ground, following
the Scriptural precedent of the verse (Psalms 104:14): pn%? xwinb
YW, fo bring forth bread from the ground (Ritva; see also
Meiri).]

[The commentators discuss why the Mishnah does not also mention
the exclusion of those grain products whose blessing is nixim wm x713,
the One Who creates species of sustenance (see Pnei Yehoshua and Sifsei
Chachamim here, and Tzlach to 35b Sxmw " v 25 MR iv).]

8. R’ Yehudah requires a higher degree of specificity with regard to
blessings. Thus, he considers the blessing the One Who creates the fruits
of the ground inappropriate for “herbage” (such as cabbage and other

greens, in whose cases the plant itself is eaten as food) and for “seeds”
(such as grains, legumes and the like, whose seeds are eaten, rather than
the plant itself). Thus, he rules that the specific blessing the One Who
creates species of herbage is recited on greens (see Rashi). [Similarly, he
rules (as taught by a Baraisa below) that a specific blessing — 1 X312
o'W, the One Who creates species of seeds — is recited on the “‘seeds”
subgroup (see below, 37a, with Rashi v 1 xi v).]

[R’ Yehudah agrees, however, that the blessing the One Who creates
“the fruits” of the ground is indeed the specific and appropriate blessing
for “fruits” of the ground, such as turnips, gourds and melons (see
Meiri, Ramban; see also Meromei Sadeh here; cf. Shaagas Aryeh
§23).1
9. Leviticus 19:24. The preceding verse states that when one plants any
tree which bears edible fruit, the fruits grown during the first three
years are prohibited. [These forbidden fruits of the first three years are
known as orlah.] The present verse then states that the fruits of the
fourth year (revai) are to be holy [i.e. eaten in Jerusalem in the manner
of maaser sheni — see Tosafos, who cite the derivation] for praises to
Hashem. This last expression indicates that the eating of these
fourth-year fruits occasions two statements of praise (i.e. blessings) to
Hashem (see Rashi).

10. The “praises to Hashem” mentioned in the verse are the blessings
occasioned by the eating of the tree’s fruits, which is permitted on this
year (see Rashi).

11. R’ Akiva adds that from the Torah’s prescription for reciting
blessings when eating the fourth-year fruits, we can extrapolate that the
eating of all foods occasions the recitation of blessings [see Gemara
below] (Peirush HaRashbatz; cf. Tzlach).

12. The expression hillulim (plural) is expounded as if the word hillul
(singular) is written twice.

13. The Hebrew letters i1 and n are similar {in both form and pronun-
ciation] and are therefore interchangeable for purposes of exposition.
The expression %%, praise, can therefore be expounded as 5%n,
deconsecration. This comes to teach that if one chooses to eat the fruits
of the fourth year outside of Jerusalem, he must [as in the case of maaser
sheni] first redeem the fruits by deconsecrating them onto money (see
Rashi, and Yerushalmi, Pe’ah 7:5, cited here by Gilyon HaShas; cf.
Rashba). [And — as in the case of the redemption money of maaser
sheni — the money is brought to Jerusalem, where one uses it to buy
foods to be eaten there (Rambam, Hil. Maaser Sheni 9:4).]

14. The reference is to the psalms sung by the Leviim in the Temple
during the sacrificial service (see below).
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

bibn pyw 12X — but something that does not require song does
not require deconsecration. That is, the sanctity of the fourth-
year fruits applies only to grapes, which are the only fruits over
which the Leviim in the Temple sing songs of praise to God.1
1039 727 0K W 12 YXMmY 127791 — And this is as stated by R’
Shmuel bar Nachmani in the name of R’ Yonasan; 7 9nx3
1021 137 mK 1 13 Sxmy — for R’ Shmuel bar Nachmani
said in the name of R’ Yonasan: by Xbx i omnix pw pan
13 — From where do we know that we (i.e. the Leviim in the
Temple) do not utter songi® except over wine? -nNw
1937 B2 mxm,, — For it is stated: And the vine said to them:
#DWIR) DO Mawn winn-ng w1y — Shall Iwithhold my
wine which gladdens God and men?  pyybR maivn WK N
npin 3 — Now, if we indeed understand that [wine] gladdens
men, in what way does it gladden God? n™nix PxRY (8%
1 Yy X% W — From here we derive that we [the Leviim in
the Temple] do not utter songs of praise to God except over
wine.™® Thus, the two hillul expressions are needed for something
else! How can one be used to teach the blessing requirement?
The Gemara narrows the scope of its challenge:

w3 yur unT jxnY xmy — Now, this word hillulim is an
acceptable source for the blessing on foods according to the one
who teaches the Mishnaic texts that deal with the fourth-year
fruits as reading THE FOURTH-YEAR fruit of a SAPLING,™ and
whose view, therefore, is that the law of the fourth-year fruit
applies to all fruit trees. Obviously, he does not expound the word
hillulim as teaching that this law applies only to “something that
requires song”’ (i.e. the vineyard); thus, there is one “hillul”
available to teach that a blessing must be recited on food .28 xbx
137 573 N7 18p5 — But according to the one who teaches
these Mishnaic texts as reading: THE FOURTH-YEAR fruit of a
VINEYARD, and whose view, therefore, is that the law of the
fourth-year fruit applies only to the fruits of the vine — something
he apparently derives from the word hillulim™ — xR 'xn
"% — what is there to say? Neither of the two mentions of
hillul is available to teach the requirement to recite a blessing on
food!?? The Gemara now documents the different readings of the

CHAPTER SIX

" THE “PRODUCE” OF THE VINEYARD.®

BERACHOS 35a?
Mishnaic texts referred to above: px7 — For it was stated:
3173 1ivpw 1371 X2 137 — R’ Chiya and R’ Shimon the son of
Rebbi teach different versions of the Mishnaic texts regarding the
law of the fourth-year fruit: 2707970 3 — One teaches the
texts as reading: THE FOURTH-YEAR fruits of a VINEYARD, "1 7m
w27 vuy — whereas one teaches the texts as reading: THE
FOURTH-YEAR fruits of a SAPLING.

The Gemara further narrows the scope of its challenge:
37 872 1307 (X% — And even according to the one who
teaches the Mishnaic texts as reading: THE FOURTH-YEAR fruits of
a VINEYARD, MW ityn 9% 2 xy — this word hillulim is still
an acceptable source for the blessing on foods, if he derives that
the law of the fourth-year fruit is limited to the fruit of the vine
through the gezeirah shavah detailed in the following Baraisa:
xnun7 — For it was taught in a Baraisa: 9niX 37 — REBBI
SAYS: ingmn 03b goind,, 1X2 TmK) —~ IT IS STATED HERE,
regarding the fruits of the fourth year: T0 INCREASE FOR YOU ITS
“PRODUCE,”") 11271 nX1aM,, 1779 70K — AND ITIS STATED
THERE, in the passage regarding mixed species in a vineyard: AND
o473 19 M — JUST AS
THERE, ‘“‘produce” refers specifically to the fruit of A VINEYARD,
D73 K2 QX — SO TOO HERE, in the passage concerning the fourth-
year fruit, “produce” refers specifically to the fruit of A VINEYARD.
19725 b ann — According to this opinion, one mention
of hillul remains available to teach about the blessing on food.
my 11 9 X5 1) — But if he does not derive it through a
gezeirah shavah but rather through expounding the word hillul
to indicate that “only something that requires song requires
deconsecration,”®!  mb X 1373 — from where is the require-
ment to recite a blessing on food known to him?2¢!

The Gemara reconsiders its last narrowing of the scope of the
challenge:
MY 1913 v 1) 1%) — And even if he does derive that the law of
the fourth-year fruit applies only to grapes through a gezeirah
shavah, leaving one hillul available to teach the law of bless-
ings,28 Ky |N2Wx — granted that we have found a source
for the blessing recited after eating [the food],2  am winh —

NOTES

15. The Scriptural songs recited during the offering of the [communal]
sacrifices on the Altar were sung only while the wine libations, which
accompanied the sacrifices, were poured on the Altar [as the Gemara
will soon derive from Scripture] (see Rashi here, and Tamid 33b; see
also Tosafos here). By stating the expression %7, praise, with regard to
the fourth-year fruits, the Torah indicates that [although the orlah
restrictions mentioned in the previous verse apply to the fruits of all
trees (see Baal HaMaor here, folio 26b; cf. Rashi to Sotah 43b x5 i
5 K, but see Meiri here, end of ninn ya1x iv~1 and Teshuvos Chasam
Sofer, Yoreh Deah §285; see also Rashash)] the special laws and sanctity
of the fourth-year fruits mentioned in this verse apply only to those
fruits on which “praise” is recited in the Temple — viz. the fruits of the
vineyard (see Rashi). [The fruits of other trees, however, are permitted
for consumption unreservedly in the fourth year.]

16. See preceding note.

17. Judges 9:13. This verse is part of a parable in which the trees of the
forest ask the vine to serve as their king. The vine declines, for as a king
he would have to stop working to produce his wine, which gladdens both
God and man.

18. The “gladdening of God” (so to speak) mentioned in the verse is an
allusion to the praises sung by the Leviim when the wine libation is
poured on the Altar.

19. The Gemara below cites a dispute regarding the text of the Mishnahs
dealing with the laws of the fourth-year fruits. According to some,
the texts of all the these Mishnahs read *y37 013, the fourth-year
vineyard. According to this reading, the law of the fourth-year fruits
applies only to grapes. According to others, the texts of all the Mishnahs
read "y yv), the fourth-year sapling. According to this reading, the
law of the fourth-year fruits applies to the fruits of all trees (see Rashi

here, and below »n 1 7).

20. [He agrees, though, that the other mention of “hillul” (see above,
note 12) is needed to teach the law of deconsecration. And though the
extra mention of hillul apparently indicates only one of the two blessings
occasioned by eating, the Gemara below will explain how the second
blessing, too, can be derived from a single mention of hillul, without the
need for a second such expression. See, however, references cited at end
of note 30.]

21. As above, note 15.

22. For one mention of hillul is needed to teach *“‘deconsecrate and t|
eat,” and the other is needed to teach that the revai laws apply only
grapes.

23. Leviticus 19:25.

24. Deuteronomy 22:9.

25. For if he derives that revai applies specifically to grapes from the
gezeirah shavah, he does not have to derive it again from the word hillul.
26. [It was known that some adherents of the view that the law of
fourth-year fruit applies only to grapes derived this from the word hillul,
for this exposition is cited by the Gemara above in the initial part of its
challenge.]

27. See above, note 22.

28. We just said above that according to this view there was no difficulty.
But the matter is not quite so simple, as the Gemara proceeds to point
out.

29. If we have only one hillul available to teach about only one blessing
on food, we will apply it to the blessing afier eating, since this is the type
of blessing found elsewhere in the Torah — namely, with regard to the
blessing after meals, where the Torah states (Deuteronomy 8:10): And
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

but from where do we know that a blessing must be recited before
eating it?:30

The Gemara addresses the last question:
xwp X9 X1 — This is not a difficulty, "nim Ypa xnx7 — for
once we know that a blessing must be recited afterwards, it can be
derived through the following kal vachomer that a blessing must
berecited beforehand as well: 20 yaw xWYD — Forif when he
is satiated, he recites a blessing, 72w b3 XY 2y x1WD — isit
not certain that he must do so when he is hungry?? The Gemara
thus defends its assertion that hillul is an acceptable scurce for the
blessings on food even according to the one who teaches “the
fourth-year vineyard” but derives it through a gezeirah shavah.

Still, the Gemara objects to this assertion:
073 1oWx — Granted that we have found a source for reciting a
blessing before and after eating the fruits of the vineyard,??
729 1M RY — but from where do we know that a blessing must
be recited when eating other species as well?

The Gemara answers:
099 0511 — For one derives it from the requirement found with
regard to the vineyard, as follows: 72 PYYINIMY 1210300
— Just as the fruit of the vineyard is something from which one
derives benefit and the law is that it requires a blessing when
partaking of it and deriving the benefit (as derived from the word
hillul), 7372 PYY NERY 227 Y3 ) — so too, any other thing
from which one derives benefit requires a blessing when
partaking of it and deriving the benefit.?

The Gemara objects:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 35a3
7190 X% — It is possible to refute this extending of the law, as
follows:  nib%iya 3mn 12w £3% ma — What comparison can you
make to a vineyard, which is unique in that it is subject to the
obligation of oleilos 71

The Gemara answers:
moin R — Let standing grain demonstrate that the obligation
to recite a blessing is not tied to the law of oleilos. ™

The Gemara objects:
ahma nang 12w mRb M ~ What comparison can you make to
standing grain, which is subject to the obligation of challah 7%

The Gemara answers:
M3 093 — Let the vineyard demonstrate that the obligation to
recite a blessing is not tied to the law of challeh.®? 1z im —
And the argument repeats.®™ nyax72 1281 X5 — In the final
analysis, the nature of this one is not like the nature of that one,
™11 1%73 11 ) XY) — and the nature of this one is not like the
nature of that one.®¥ 11372 PYYI MR 127 TIRY MW YT —
Their common characteristic is that it is something from which
one derives benefit and it requires a blessing when partaking of
it. 7373 1w MM 127 52 g% — So too, any other thing from
which one derives benefit requires a blessing when partaking
of it.

The Gemara still objects:
2T ¥ 13 W2 129 173W MWD 1y e — What comparison can you
make to the stated cases sharing the common characteristic,
each of which has in it an Altar aspect?” 793 nT NI MIMR)
mam ¥ — And though an olive would also come within the scope

NOTES

you will eat and be sdtiated and bless Hashem your God . . . (see Rashi;
see also note 35 below).
30. Thus, the Gemara challenges the assertion that hillulim is an
acceptable source for the blessings recited both before and after eating
according to the one who teaches “the fourth-year vineyard” but derives
it through a gezeirah shavah. [The Gemara apparently could also have
asked this question above, according to the one who teaches “the
fourth-year sapling.” See Tzlach, who addresses this issue; see also
Hagahos R’ Elazar Moshe Horowitz.]
31. If when he is satiated he is commanded to recite a blessing to thank
Hashem for his satiety [as derived from one mention of hillul], is it not
certain that he must thank Hashem when he is about to assuage his
hunger with a creation that Hashem has prepared for him? (Rashi
below, 48b). [The Rishonim note that elsewhere the Gemara adopts an
opposite line of reasoning — see Tosafos, Rashba and Ritva.]
32. Which is what the verse containing the word hillul refers to, accord-
ing to this master, who teaches ‘“‘the fourth-year vineyard.”
33. This type of derivation is called a »¥n m, mah matzinu [literally:
just as we find . . .]. In the absence of any contrary indication, a specific
case mentioned in the verse is taken to be a model for all other cases
having the same essential characteristics.
34, Oleilos are underdeveloped grape clustersPike an YY1y, immature
youth ], which the Torah commands the vineyafd owner to leave for the
poor (Leviticus 19:10). The Mishnah in Pe’ah (7:4) defines oleilos as
grape clusters possessing neither a kaseif (shoulder) nor a nateif (droop-
ing part), but which consist rather of a single row of grapes (Rashi).

[Rashi apparently understands “kaseif” and “nateif” in the manner
of Raavad (to Toras Kohanim ad loc.), who explains that the developed
cluster has secondary branches growing along the entire length of the
central branch. At the top of the cluster, the high concentration of
secondary branches causes the grapes to bulge outward like shoulders.
Towards the bottom of the cluster, the secondary branches are less
concentrated, so that the grapes droop down. Thus, the secondary
branches toward the top of the cluster are called kaseif and those toward
the bottom are called nateif. By defining oleilos as clusters with neither
kaseif nor nateif, the Mishnah refers to a central branch that bears
grapes without generating any secondary branches — neither towards
the top nor towards the bottom. (See, however, commentators to Pe’ah
ad loc. for several different explanations.)]

Once we have found a unique feature of grapes — viz. that they are
subject to the mitzvah of oleilos — we can no longer derive the law that

other foods require a blessing by comparing them to grapes. For it may
be that the Torah requires one to recite a blessing when eating grapes
only because they are subject to the mitzvah of oleilos, but it does not
require one to recite a blessing when eating other foods, which are not
subject to the mitzvah of oleilos. :

35. For there is no obligation of oleilos associated with standing grain,
yet one must recite a blessing when eating bread [made from one of the
five grains: wheat, barley, spelt, oats or ryel, as it is written (Deuteron-
omy 8:9-10): A land where you will eat bread without poverty . . . you will
eat and be satiated and bless Hashem, your God (see Rashi). Thus, we
can derive the law concerning other foods from the law that bread
(which is not subject to oleilos) requires a blessing.

[Perhaps, the Gemara here uses the expression myp, stending grain,
to refer to bread, because of the parallel discussion in Bava Metzia 87b,
where standing grain is indeed the subject of the verse cited there.]

36. [Challah is the portion that must be separated and given to the
Kohen from doughs made of the five species of grain (see Numbers 15:20,
Challah 1:1).] Perhaps, the blessing the Torah mandates when one eats
bread is related to the challah obligation, which does not apply to other
foods. How, then, can we derive the blessing requirement with regard to
other foods by comparing them to bread?

37. For a blessing is required when eating grapes, though they are not
subject to the challah obligation.

38. 1.e. you could object again that the case of the vineyard is unique in
that it is subject to oleilos and thereby begin the cycle of arguments and
counterarguments all over.

39. The expression “the nature of this one is not like the nature of that
one” introduces the derivation of i -1y, tzad hashaveh, the common
characteristic. This derivation presumes that a law found in two con-
texts results from characteristics common to both rather than from
characteristics unique to each. Therefore, once we isolate the character-
istics common to the two contexts, we can conclude that any other
context possessing these characteristics is also subject to the common
law, even if this third context differs from the first two in regard to their
unique features.

Thus, the Gemara will proceed to isolate the characteristics common
to the two contexts in which the Torah states the requirement to recite
a blessing when eating — the cases of vineyard and standing grain.

40. The vineyard yields wine for libations, and standing grain [i.e. wheat
and sometimes barley] yields flour for meal offerings (Rashi). It might
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

of this law, since it too has an Altar aspect,! the obligation to
recite a blessmg on foods that have no Altar aspect could still not
be derived. — 7 —

Before answering the objection, the Gemara digresses to
question the challenger’s last statement:
MR I3 ¥R NN — But must an olive come within the scope of
this law only through its sharing the common feature of having
an Altar aspect?? p73 v3 213 X1733 N — Why, the term
kerem is explicitly written with regard to [the olive], 2m23
I TNV TRRTIYY UYTIR AN, — as it is written: And he
burned from the the piles of produce to the standing grain to
the olive kerem (grove).®3 — ? —

The Gemara replies:
x52 371 "8 — Rav Pappa said: x5 xpno 092 ™px nn o7
mpR — It [an olive grove] is called kerem zayis, but it is not
called simply kerem, unmodified.#

Its digression complete, the Gemara returns to address the
original question:
X1p nipy Yon — In any event, it remains difficult: b
1319 7Y 173 v 1aW 103w mwa — What comparison can you make
to the stated cases sharing the common characteristic, which
have an Altar aspect to them? How, then, do we derive the oblig-
ation to recite a blessing on foods that do not have an Altar aspect?

The Gemara therefore suggests a different derivation for the
requirement to recite a blessing when eating food:
el nyawn A gy kbx — Rather, one derives it from the
requirement to recite a blessing when eating one of the seven
species.5 1393 PWLI AW N3T 1M nyaw Mo — Just as
each of the seven species is something from which one derives
benefit and the law is that it requires a blessing when
partaking of it and deriving the benefit, vy MW 137 53 Ox
19132 — so too, any other thing from which one derives benefit
requires a blessing when partaking of it and deriving the benefit.

The Gemara seeks to refute the above analogy:
DYI233 1IN 2Y 1l nyawh o — What comparisen can you
make to the seven species, which are subject to the obligation
of bikkurim?*" +iyy — And furthermore, even if we could

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 35at
compare other foods to the seven species, mnxY nynn -
granted that this would be an acceptable source for reciting a
blessing after eating [the food], which is the only blessing stated
by the Torah with regard to the seven species, pm wn% ~ but
from where would we know that a blessing must be recited
before eating [the food]?

The Gemara answers the “furthermore” question (in the same
way it answered an identical question above):14!
xwip XY xiy — This, in itself, is not a difficulty, bp3 XX
Tmin — for if it could be established that a blessing must be
recited afterwards, it could be derived through the following
kal vachomer that a blessing must be recited beforehand as well:
772n ya Ry — For if when he is satiated, he recites a
blessing, 12w 53 Kb ay7 XWD — is it not certain that he
must do so when he is hungry?4

The first question, however, remains unanswered: How can the

law for other species be derived from that of seven species, which
have the special feature of being subject to bikkurim? Further-
more, the Gemara asks:
W31 yoi unt 18 — And even according to the one who
teaches the Mishnaic texts that deal with the fourth-year fruits
as reading THE FOURTH-YEAR fruit of a SAPLING, and who thus has
the word hillul available to teach the blessing requirement with
regard to the fruit of all trees,™ nywy 927 Y3 nrp Xy —
granted that this is an acceptable source for reciting a blessing
on anything that is subject to planting, which is the context of
the passage in which the word hillul is written.  nyw)1218Y7 —
But foods that are not subject to planting, Dy 22 10
o137) — such as meat, eggs and fish, % X — from where is
it known to him that they require a blessing?

Having shown that no Scriptural source — according to any

view — adequately accounts for the requirement to recite a
blessing on all foods, the Gemara concludes:
K1 8720 Xpx — Rather, [this requirement] is based on reason,
1292 &2 iy nbiva o e oaxb 1D ox — which dictates that
it is forbidden for a person to derive benefit from th1s world®!
without first reciting a blessing.’52

NOTES

be, then, that the requirement to recite a blessing applies only to those
foods that are put on the Altar.

41. Olive oil is mixed with meal offerings (Rashi to Bava Metzia 87h).

42. The challenger has just stated that the blessing requirement for
olives could be derived from the common characteristic. The Gemara
objects that this derivation, though incontestable, would be unneces-
sary, as there is seemingly a more direct way to learn that the law
applies to olives.

43. Judges 15:5. [The verse describes how Samson burned the Phil-
istines’ fields by tying torches to the tails of foxes.] Thus, since we
derive through a gezeirah shavah that the “‘produce” referred to in the
hillulim verse is “kerem produce,” it is as if the verse states explicitly
that the law of revai and the associated requirement of reciting a
blessing when eating it applies to the fruit of the olive grove (kerem
2ayis).

44. The term kerem by itself means exclusively “vineyard.” Only when
the word zayis is added does it mean “olive grove.” Hence, the gezeirah
shavah, which is based on the words “and the produce of the kerem
(unmodified),” teaches only that the laws of revai and the associated
requirement of reciting a blessing apply to kerem, unmodified, i.e. a
vineyard. That a blessing must be recited when eating olives, however,
must be derived from the common characteristic.

45. There are seven species for which the Land of Israel is praised in the
verse: A land of wheat, barley, grape, fig and pomegranate; a land of
oil-olives and date-honey (Deuteronomy 8:8).

46. As the Torah states two verses later (v. 10): And you wzll eat and be
satiated and bless Hashem, your God (Rashi). [The Gemara here fol-
lows the Tannaic view (below, 37a; 44a) that the blessing requirement

stated in this verse refers to all seven species. See also Rashba to 44a
iRt e N

47. Bikkurim : The Torah obligates landowners in Eretz Yisrael to bring
the first fruits of each year’s crop to the Temple and give them to the
Kohen (see Deuteronomy 26:1-11). The Gemara in Menachos 84b derives
by means of a gezeirah shavah that this mitzvah applies only to the
seven species for which the Torah praises Eretz Yisrael (see Rashi).
Perhaps, the blessing the Torah mandates when one eats the seven
species is related to the bikkurim obligation, which does not apply to
other foods. How, then, can we derive the blessing requirentgnt with
regard to other foods by comparing them to the seven species?

48. See Tzlach and Sheleimah Mishnaso, who discuss why the Gemara
repeats the same question and answer.

49. See above, note 31.

50. And according to whom the Gemara above asserted that hillul is an
acceptable source for the requirement to recite a blessing when eating
any type of food — an assertion the Gemara will now challenge.

51. The reference is to bodily pleasures, such as eating, drinking and
smelling, where the benefit actually enters the body (see Ramban’s
comments below to the eighth chapter; see also Darchei Moshe, Orach .
Chaim 216:1 and Magen Avraham 216:1).

52. Because by neglecting the blessing, one thereby violates the com-
mon-sense notion that it is only fitting to acknowledge and thank the
One Who created the item from which one is about to derive pleasure
(see Rashi).

Accordingly, the verse cited above (hillulim) for the blessing prior to
eating is not the true source, but rather a linkage to a Scriptural verse
[xnanpx] of the requirement based on reason (Tosafos ), which has the
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

The Gemara cites a Baraisa that expands on the concept just
mentioned:
1227 ¥p — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: ox% 1% ox
1272 Xb2 M obivi 1o XY — IT IS FORBIDDEN FOR A PERSON
TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM THIS WORLD WITHOUT first reciting A
BLESSING. 11373 NXb3 nya obivi e magzn 921 — AND WHOEVER
DERIVES BENEFIT FROM THIS WORLD WITHOUT first reciting A
BLESSING byn — HAS COMMITTED AN ACT OF ME'ILAH." Ry
AMIPR — WHATIS HISREMEDY?  narp b¥x 79 — HE SHOULD GO
TO A SAGE.
Gemara asks:
oon byx 9 — He should go to a sage? What kind of remedy is
that? b T2y ':xp — What can [the sage] do for him now?
xR b ay k3 — Why, he has already committed the
transgression! — ? ~

The Gemara answers:
X317 10K Kb — Rather, Rava said:  x1p'wn oo byx 4
ni393 2o — The Baraisa means that one should go to a sage
initially, and [the sage] will teach him the laws of the
blessings, nyn v X3! X5 113 — so that he should not
come to commit me’ilah by deriving benefit without first reciting
a proper blessing. /54

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 35a’

The Gemara cites a related statement:
HXMY MK T 27 R — Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Shmuel: 1393 x52 iy phivg 1 Mg 52 — Whoever derives
benefit from this world without first reciting ablessing ¥9x2
DMWY WP N — isregarded as if he has derived benefit from
the consecrated property of God in Heaven. 'nb,, =y
»aRiom yr — For it is stated: To Hashem belongs the earth
and its fullness. )
The Gemara elaborates further:

"7 1% a1 — R’ Levi contrasted two verses, noting an apparent
contradiction and presenting the resolution: y-xn 'nY,, 3m3
gy — In one verse it is written: To Hashem belongs the
earth and its fullness, which implies that man’s use of the earth
and its fullness would constitute trespass on God’s property.
»ax-1ab 13 Y b o owmws,, 2o — But in another
verse it is written: As for the heavens — the heavens are
Hashem’s, but the earth He has given to mankind,™ which
implies that the earth is man’s to use. How are these two verses to
be reconciled? xmwp x5 — We must say that there is no
contradiction: 11372 nTip |x2 — Here (in the verse which
states that the earth belongs to Hashem), it refers to before one
recites a blessing,

NOTES

force only of a Rabbinic directive (Rashba; see Peirush HaRashbatz, and
Tzlach below Yxmw 1K T 37 K 177 see, though, Prei Yehoshua ).

53. Me’ilah is the unauthorized use of Temple property [which is conse-
crated to God] (see Leviticus 5:15-16). Since to Hashem belongs the earth
and its fullness (Psalms 24:1), one who derives pleasure from anything
in this world without reciting a blessing has in effect made unauthorized
use of God’s property, a crime akin to the unauthorized use of conse-
crated Temple property (see Rashi, based on the Gemara below).

54. Accordingly, when the Baraisa asks: “What it his remedy?” it does

not inquire about the remedy for one who has already eaten without a
blessing. Rather, it inquires about the remedy for someone who does not
know the laws of the blessings. Since such a person cannot eat without
committing me’ilah, what remedy is there so that he may be able to eat?
To this the Baraisa replies that the remedy for him is to go to a sage and
learn the laws of the blessings (Rabbeinu Yonah; see also Cheifelz
Hashem and Meromei Sadeh).

55. Psalms 24:1.
56. Ibid. 115:16.
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35b! KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
71972 Ky X3 — whereas here (in the verse which states that
Hashem has given the earth to man), it refers to after one recites
a blessing.™

The Gemara cites a related statement:
KBS 13 K313 121 "y — R’ Chanina bar Pappa said: Mg 5
1372 x52 npm obiva 1 — Whoever derives benefit from this
world without first reciting a blessing 7113 witpn% bria s
by noan K — is regarded as if he robs the Holy One,
Blessed is He, and the Assembly of Israel.?  1ax b3, mxay
#ITYR WaIKY KT AT YW PR RiR) K — For it is stated: He
who robs his father and his mother and says, “It is no crime,”
is a companion to a destructive man.”™ witpa Khx MK, 1Ry
K11 112 — Now, his father is a reference to none other than
the Holy One, Blessed is He, 3p 712y xu-xiby,, v — as
it is stated: Is it to Hashem that you do this . . . 2 Is He not your
Father, your Master... 2" 5x9i nois xbx #inx,, 1x) —~ And
his mother is a reference to none other than the Assembly of
Israel, anX NYiR WOR-5R o 0M WA YRV, XY — asit
is stated: Heed, my son, the discipline of your father, and do
not forsake the instruction of your mother.® xy1 931, 'Nn
»ninwn wikh — What is the meaning of he is a companion to a
destructive man? x93 73 NKyin 127 K — R’ Chanina bar
Pappa said: 2y 13 oyam? N1 130 ~ It means that he is a
companion to Yarovam ben Nevat, bx7¢r nx nnunw
omway omaxb — who destroyed the loyalty of Israel to their
Father in Heaven,®

The Gemara cites another exposition of R’ Chanina bar
Pappa:
M1 K55 13 X3 1271 — R’ Chanina bar Pappa contrasted two
verses, noting an apparent contradiction and presenting the
resolution: /7 7y iRy W7 NN, 3903 — In one verse it is
written: and I will take [back] “My” grain in its time etc.,”"
which indicates that the grain is God’s, and not for man to use.
7 11 3327 BOOK),, 2N — But in another verse it is written:
And you will gather in “your” grain etc.,”® indicating that the
grain is yours (i.e. man’s). How are these two verses to be
reconciled?
xwip XY — We must say that there is no contradiction: X3
nipn by inxa piviy Y mora — Here, in the verse which
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states that “you will gather your grain,” it refers to a time when
Israel does the will of the Omnipresent, 5x7i Py 113 X2
nipn Sy ¥ Py ~ whereas here, in the verse which states
that the grain belongs to God, it refers to a time when Israel
does not do the will of the Omnipresent.™
The Gemara cites a relevant Baraisa:

1337 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 307 noox),, -
The verse states: AND YOU WILL GATHER IN YOUR GRAIN. 1
ani% 1mbn — For WHAT reason did SCRIPTURE have TO say
this?™® gz ya ying 190 waa-xD,, mxsaw 19b — FOR SINCE
IT IS STATED: THIS BOOK OF THE TORAH SHALL NOT DEPART FROM
YOUR MOUTH,™  1an33 0"137 %15 ~ IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE to
think that THE WORDS of Scripture here are meant literally As
THEY ARE WRITTEN, i.e. that one must study Torah every waking
moment and would thereby be precluded from earning a liveli-
hood. 317 noox

STATES: AND YOU WILL GATHER IN YOUR GRAIN, which bids us to
Y7I¥ 777 370 172 AT — LEAD, together WITH [TORAH STUDY], a
life CONDUCTED IN THE WAY OF THE WORLD, ie. Torah study
should be combined with the earning of a livelihood.™” v3q'33
Yxynwr — These are THE WORDS OF R’ YISHMAEL. 13 Tyt 121
“RIK MY — R’ SHIMON BEN YOCHAI SAYS:  WBHN — CANIT BE as
yousay? nwMim nyws wainox — If AMAN PLOWS AT THE TIME
OF PLOWING  TY™)] NYwa y7i1} — AND SOWS AT THE TIME OF
SOWING I7¥p NYWa 1¥iP) — AND HARVESTS AT THE TIME OF
HARVESTING W' NYW3a U7l — AND THRESHES AT THE TIME OF
THRESHING ¥7i] NYW3a 17N — AND WINNOWS AT THE TIME OF
THE blowing WIND, Yy X1 i1 1711R — WHAT WILL BECOME OF
THE study of TORAH if people will be so preoccupied with their
livelihoods?! Certainly, then, the ideal situation meant by the
Torah cannot be the combining of Torah study with the earning of
a livelihood.  bipw bW i1ivy piriy Yty pora KYX — RATHER,
the literal meaning of the verse in Joshua can be reconciled with
the verse in Deuteronomy as follows: AT A TIME WHEN the people of
ISRAEL DO THE WILL OF THE OMNIPRESENT, 5y mwirya naron
DMK ¥7! — THEIR WORK IS DONE for them BY OTHERS, v
A DDINY 1Y) O™ Yy, — AS ITIS STATED: AND STRANGERS
WILL ARISE AND SHEPHERD YOUR FLOCKS ete.,"®! and the people of
Israel will thus be able to devote themselves exclusively to Torah

NOTES

1. Everything in the world was created for the glory of Hashem [see
Isaiah 43:7]; thus, man may not make use of anything until he blesses
Hashem for it, thereby fulfilling the function for which it was created in
the first place (see Maharsha to end of 35a).

2. The person who neglects to make the blessing robs God of the blessing
due Him (Rashi; see Pnei Shlomo). [Alternatively, he has stolen from
God because, as the Gemara has just stated, the property from which
one benefits belongs exclusively to God until the blessing is recited
(Maharsha ibid.; see also Rashi to Sanhedrin 102a ¥ax px i1-1).] And he
also robs the Assembly of Israel (i.e. the Jewish people) of their crops,
which fail as the result of their imitation of his sin [see end of note 5]
(Rashi).

3. Proverbs 28:24.

4. Deuteronomy 32:6. Thus, God is called our “father.”

5. Proverbs 1:8. [The Torah, which Deuteronomy 33:4 calls the heritage
of the Congregation of Jacob (the entire Jewish nation), is here referred
to as the instruction of your mother (see Rashi to Proverbs ad loc.). Thus,
mother is a metaphor for the Jewish nation, the Assembly of Israel.]
The person who treats the blessing obligation lightly (he says, “Itis no
crime’’) causes others as well to treat it lightly and neglect it. Thus, not
only does he sin, but he causes many others to sin as well (see Rashi).
6. Yarovam ben Nevat was the first king of the Ten Tribes of Israel,
which broke away from the Kingdom of Judah during the reign of
Rechavam, son of Solomon (see I Kings 12:20). Yarovam had a deep fear
that his subjects would return to the rule of Rechavam if they would
continue to serve God in the Temple in Jerusalem. He therefore out-

lawed the tri-annual festival pilgrimage to Jerusalem, for which he
substituted pilgrimages to idolatrous centers in his own kingdom (ibid.
verses 28-33; II Kings 17:21).

Just as Yarovam led Israel astray by inducing them to worship idols,
so does one who eats without pronouncing a blessing lead others astray
[see end of note 5] (Rashi).

7. Hosea 2:11. In this verse, God says that He will take back His grain and
wine etc. from His faithless nation.

8. Deuteronomy 11:14.

9. For then God takes the grain away from them, demonstrating to them
that He is its true owner (Rashi).

10. The verse states: And I will give the rain of your land in its time . . -
“and you will gather in” your grain, your wine and your oil. Why does
the verse not state simply: And I will give the rain of your land in its time
... grain, wine and 0il? Is it not obvious that one would gather in the
produce of his fields? (Tzlach ).

11. Joshua 1:8.

12. This verse and you will gather in your grain is evidence that one
should engage in work that provides him with sustenance. For if one
rely on others for his sustenance, he will eventually abandon his Torah
study [altogether] (Rashi; see Avos 2:2). [Thus, engagingin a livelihood
is not at all precluded by the verse this Book of the Torah shall not depart
from your mouth, for, on the contrary, this verse obligates one to do what
is necessary to ensure his continued study of Torah.]

13. Isaiah 61:5.
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35b? KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
study.™  oipn Sw iy piviy Y810 PRY 1121 — BUT AT A TIME
WHEN the people of ISRAEL DO NOT DO THE WILL OF THE OM-
NIPRESENT, 0¥y "1 Sy mipy) 1naxbn — THEIR WORK IS
necessarily DONE personally BY THEM, 3327 RDDX),, XM —
AS IT IS STATED: AND YOU WILL GATHER IN YOUR GRAIN.™ &%
Ty — ANDNOT ONLYTHAT, 7' by neipys ons naxbny xhs —~
BUT even THE WORK OF OTHERS IS DONE BY THEM, “ngiv
# M3 PIR-NK NT3YY,, — AS IT SAYS: AND YOU WILL SERVE YOUR
ENEMIES ete.'®

The Gemara records the remarks of Abaye and Rava on this
matter:
naK My — Abaye said:  Yxypw? 1273 Wy 1297 — Many did
as R’ Yishmael advocates, combining Torah study with a live-
lihood, 772 MN%Y1 — and were successful,i”  yiynw w3
172 "nby x5 w12 — while others did as R’ Shimon ben
Yochai advocates, devoting themselves exclusively to study, and
were not successful.®® p139% x27 3 7wy — Rava would
say to the Rabbis (his disciples): 1wy xnwnpa — I beg of
you, 'wn mihat 1o miy — during the days of Nissan and
the days of Tishrei,® xpp mnnn x% — do not appear
before me,2”  xnw x93 32m1ima ¥1EN K97 w3 D — so that
you will not be preoccupied with your sustenance the entire
year.?!

The Gemara cites an observation made by R’ Yehudah the son
of I’ai:
IRYDK 1273 T DY DWR T 127 HK M0 92 13 190 MmN -
Rabbah bar bar Chanah said that R’ Yochanan reported in
the name of R’ Yehudah the son of R’ Wai:®® xbw x93 xa
DNRT NI oYK7 NNt — Come and see that the later
generations are unlike the earlier generations, i.e. the level of
piety has greatly declined. yap ID7in Wy ouiwxqg niam
1y naxbm — The earlier generations made their Torah
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study their main occupation and their work incidental, iy
{their financial means] remained with them. oniOXT nivm
INTY NN Yap 1noxbn wyw — In the case of the later
generations, however, who made their work their main occupa-
tion and their Torah study incidental, 173 mapnaxbiny -
neither this [their financial means] nor this [their Torah
knowledge] remained with them.

Another observation of R’ Yehudah the son of R’ II’ai:
INYHN 1373 T U0 DI 1IN 127 0N T N2 2 127 ) -
And Rabbah bar bar Chanah said that R’ Yochanan reported
in the name of R’ Yehudah the son of R’ I’ai: X%y 71 xa
DR NINIT ONIWRIT N1MiT — Come and see that the later
generations ard unlike the earlier generations. niviy
TMPRY 1T NI powdn my oniwxay — The earlier
generations, in their eagerness to fulfill mitzvos, would bring
their crops into their houses via the normal route® 13
qiyn3 1annY — in order to subject [the crops] to the obligation
of tithes.! 777 niay 777 TPNTME PONDR DWORD DI
niowenp 977 ninyn — The later generations, however, bring
their crops into into their houses via the roofs, via the
courtyards™® and via the storage yards adjacent to their houses,
rather than via the main entrance, ~wyna 2 17085 *13 — in
order to free [the crops] from the obligation of tithes.?8
The Gemara explains the basis of this distinction:

21731 KT — And what is the Scriptural source for the law that
the Biblical tithing obligation is activated only by normal en-
trance of the produce to the house? For R’ Yannai said: i
N0 NE AN Y Yyna annnn Svd ~ Untithed produce
does not become subject to the obligation of tithes until it
“sees” the face of the house, i.e. until it is brought in via the
main entrance,”” manmR WIpD MR, MXW — as it is

NOTES

14. [This is the ideal way of life described by the verse in Joshua — a life
in which Israel does the will of God and merits that their work is done
for them by others. It is only in this ideal situation — where this Book
of the Torah shall not depart from your mouth literally — that true
Torah scholarship can be achieved.}
15. This is the less-than-ideal situation in which Israel must personally
labor for its sustenance. This preoccupation with the mundane will
undoubtedly impair their ability to achieve true Torah scholarship.
[The commentators find difficulty with R’ Shimon’s assertion that
this verse refers to a time when “they do not do the will of the
Omnipresent.” For the preceding verse (v. 13) states clearly: And it will
be that if you will surely hearken to My commandments that I command
you this day, to love Hashem, your God, and to serve Him, with all your
heart and with all your soul! Ritva answers that R’ Shimon means to
divide v. 14 into two parts. And I will give the rain of your land in its time
. refers to the complete state of Israel’s devotion described in the
previous verse. And you will gather in your grain . .. refers to a time
when Israel fulfills the will of Hashem, but to a lesser degree, which R’
Shimon characterizes as ‘“when they do not do the will of the
Omnipresent.” See also Maharsha.]
16. Deuteronomy 28:48.

17. (Le. they achieved both Torah scholarship and financial indepen-
dence.]

18. Thus, R’ Shimon bar Yochai’s approach is not for the masses (see
Orach Chaim 156:1). [Individuals, however, have succeeded by adopting
his approach (see Beur Halachah ad loc.). See also Chasam Sofer here.]
19. The grain is harvested during Nissan, and the grapes and olives are
pressed during Tishrei (Rashi; see Mitzpeh Eisan).

20. Tend to your work during these months and do not come before me
to learn Torah.

21. Rava apparently meant that the opportunity to earn a livelihood pre-
sented itself during these months. Would they neglect that opportunity,
they would not have the means to support themselves the rest of the
year.

Meiri, however, explains Rava’s advice to be that it is better to devote
a small part of the year almost exclusively to one’s livelihood and
thereby be free to study Torah undisturbed the rest of the year than to
spread the workload over the entire year and thus be burdened
constantly with the concerns of livelihood.

22. When an Amora’s report of another Sage’s view is introduced by the
expression. .. 0wMm. .. 1wk, [R’ So-and-so] reported in the name of [R’
So-and-so], it indicates that the Amora knew the view of the second sage
through tradition, but did not hear the teaching directly from him.
When recording what the Amora personally heard from the second sage,
the Gemara uses the expression. .. . .. ¥, [R’ So-and-so] said in the
name of [R’ So-and-so] (see Rashi to Chullin 113b i1x27 i i1+ see also
Preface to Seder HaDoros). [Here, R’ Yochanan is reporting a teaching
of R’ Yehudah bar I'ai — the famous Tanna R’ Yehudah — who
preceded R’ Yochanan by several generations.]

23. [Rashi to Gittin 8la; cf. Tosafos there.] Le. through the courtyard
gate and the door to the house (Rashi).

24. As the Gemara will soon explain, the Biblical tithing obligation (to
separate terumos and maasros) applies only to produce that has been
brought into the house through the main entrance.

25. See next note.

26. By bringing the produce in through an abnormal route.

The word ninyry, courtyards, used by the Gemara above seems out of
place, since the produce s normally taken into the house via the front
courtyard; moreover, R’ Yochanan (who is citing this teaching) holds, in
the Gemara below, that normal entry into the courtyard alone effects
the Biblical tithing obligation (see Tzlach). Indeed, the word nt¥T,
courtyard, does niot appear in our editions of the parallel text recorded
in Gittin 8la, nor in other editions of our text here (see Dikdukei
Soferim; see also Chazon Ish, Maasros 5:15). See, however, the defense
of our reading offered by Tzlach.

27. The [main] entrance through which people come and go is called the
“face” of the house (Rashi). Produce that entered the house through &
skylight in the roof or through a back entrance, however, does Dot
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35b° KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

stated: I have removed the sacred from the house.™
The Gemara adds:

Tnx 171 2271 — But R’ Yochanan says:  nyaip nyn o8 —

Even the courtyard of the house® establishes the tithing

obligation, w21 PIYWa 192K, MKW — asit is stated: and

they shall eat within your gates and be sated.™

The Gemara discusses the part of the Mishnah which states:
731 191 19 YN — EXCEPT FOR WINE etc. [for on wine he says: the
One Who creates the fruit of the vine].

The Gemara asks:
™ K 2xn — Why is wine different from other “fruits of the
tree” in that it alone is assigned its own blessing, specifying the
type of tree that produces the fruit? xnby’ unwxT Dwn bR
m272% unwK ~ If you say that because it has changed for the
better, it changes with regard to the blessing as well, W »im
xuby 1unwxy — why, there is the case of olive oil, which has
also changed for the better, n372% unwx X% — yet it does
not change with regard to the blessing! The Gemara documents
this last assertion: bxww ampg npm 37 mxT — For Rav
Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel, "% Py 127 M8 1)
nat w1 — and so said R’ Yitzchak in the name of R’
Yochanan: yyi ™b 8793 19y paqan 1y — On olive oil,
one recites the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the
tree. Why, then, does wine have its own, specific blessing and not
olive oil?

The Gemara answers:
mnx — They say in answer to this question: oniy — There, in
the case of olive oil, though it has changed for the better its
blessing does not change, Wax xY7 mwWn — because it is not
possible to formulate for it a blessing that specifies the type of
tree. 9M33 "7 — For how should we recite the specific
blessing for olive 0il? N3 M5 K712 7123 — Should we recite
as the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the olive

CHAPTER SIX
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[tree] ™" px my mon X9 — This would not be possible,
because the fruit itself is also called “olive.” Thus, thig
formulation of the blessing would be unacceptable, since it admitg
the interpretation that God creates the fruit of the olive fruiz
which is untrue, as God creates the olive, but it is man who
produces the olive’s “fruit” (i.e. the oil).1*?

The Gemara rejects this answer:
nn yy Mo X192 mby 130 — But let us recite on [olive oil] the
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the olive tree
(mentioning “tree” explicitly)!® — ? —

The Gemara therefore introduces a different factor to account
for the distinction between wine and oil:
X0 13 MK Kox — Rather, Mar Zutra said:  xnwn iy xqnn
™1 X5 — Wine sustains, whereas oil does not sustain.¢

The Gemara refutes this answer as well:
1 &S xnwm — But is it so that olive oil does not sustain?
1207 — Why, we have learned in a Mishnah:®*® iz 0 21ian
n’;n:n QM3 INM — ONE WHO VOWS TO ABSTAIN FROM SUSTE-
NANCE IS PERMITTED to partake of WATER AND SALT. 713 11 —
And in the traditional discussion regarding this Mishnah,® we
raise the following difficulty concerningit: ~%7 xv1 b om
1m *px — The Mishnah implies that only water and salt are
not called sustenance, 7im Mpx ' Y3 K7 — but all other
[foods] are called sustenance.r”’ 377 Xp3vn WD Xy
Yxmun — Let us say that this is a refutation of Rav and
Shmuel, a7 nWHRN2 XPX NIt R K12 13720 PN M0RKY
7393 — who say that we recite the blessing the One Who
ereates species of sustenance only on foods made from the five
species of grain.®®  x»1 27 70K — And, as recorded there,
Rav Huna says in answer to this question: 9y 1%3 Tnixa -
There is no refutation, because the Mishnah is not referring to
someone who vowed to abstain from that which is called “sus-
tenance,” but rather to someone who made a vow saying: “Any-
thing that sustains is prohibited to me.”®®  pmy xnwn xaox —

NOTES

require tithing on the Biblical level. See further details in Meiri here,
and in Rambam, Hil. Maaser 3:1-4; 4:1-2.

R’ Yannai agrees that one is Rabbinically forbidden to make a regular
meal (vap n%7K) of produce brought into the house in an abnormal
manner unless one first tithes the produce (Rashi; see also Tosafos’
citation of Rashi). One is permitted, however, to continue to snack from
such produce, or to feed it to his animal unreservedly.

28. Deuteronomy 26:13. This verse forms part of the declaration that the
Torah bids a farmer in Eretz Yisrael to state after the third year and
sixth years of the shemittah cycle, after fulfilling his obligation to
separate and distribute the requisite tithes. The person declares before
Hashem: I have removed the sacred from the house, and moreover I have
given it to the Levi and to the convert, to the orphan and to the widow, in
accordance with Your entire commandment that You have commanded
me ... The words from the house indicate that the tithing obligation
takes effect when the produce enters the house. [Actually, from this
verse alone, we can derive only that the produce must “enter the
house” but not that it must do so through the “main entrance.” That
essential component of R’ Yannai’s exposition is supplied by the
Gemara in Bava Metzia 88a, which states that R’ Yannai derives it from
the preceding verse {(cited by R’ Yochanan below — see note 30), which
makes mention of within your gates (see also Rashi to Gittin 81a 1371
1 n5).]

29. “Courtyard” in this context refers to an enclosed area [in front of
the house] with specific residential features (see Maasros 3:5; Rambam,
Hil. Maaser 4:8). i

30. Deuteronomy 26:12. The verse states: When you have finished
tithing every tithe of your produce in the third year, the year of tithing,
you shall give to the Levi, to the convert, to the orphan, and to the widow,
and they shall eat within your gates and be sated. R’ Yochanan
expounds the expression “you shall give to the Levi ... within your
gates” to indicate that the tithing obligation takes effect as soon as the

produce enters “the gate” (Rashi to Bava Metzia 88a), i.e. the entrance
to the courtyard in front of the house (Rambam, Hil. Maaser 4:T;
Rashba, cited by Shitah Mekubetzes to Bava Metzia 88a).

31. The Hebrew word nu, olive, can refer either to the olive itself or to
the olive tree. (see Deuteronomy 28:40 with Rashi). [The same is true of
other fruit names in Hebrew — e.g. nyxn, fig [tree] (Genesis 3:T), man,
apple [tree] (see Shir HaShirim 2:3).]

32. Rashi. In the case of the blessing on wine, however, the word
193, vine (which is used in the blessing) refers specifically to the vine;
the fruit of the vine is the grape, which is indeed God’s creation
(ibid.).

33. Evidently, then, it is not for lack of a suitable formulation that a
specific blessing was not designated for olive oil. Thus, we return to t‘:he
original question: Why was a specific blessing designated for wine
(because it was changed for the better) and not for oil (which was also
changed for the better)?

34. Since [in addition to having changed for the better (Merorzzei
Sadeh )] wine sustains, it is significant enough to deserve a blessing
that is specific to it (Rashi).

35. Eruvin 26b.

36. Ihid. 30a.

37. Since they are forbidden to the person as a result of his vow to
abstain from “sustenance.”

38. Wheat, barley, oats, spelt and rye. [Foods processed from these
grains carry the special blessing nuafm wm x93, the One Who creates
species of sustenance (see details in Orach Chaim 208:2 ff; see also
ArtScroll’s The Laws of B’rachos 8:5).]

39. All foods other than water and salt sustain a person to some degree
and are therefore prohibited when one vows to abstain from anything
that “sustains.” However, only the five grains, which provide man Wi
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35b* KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
Evidently, oil does sustain,4® — ? —

The Gemara proposes another answer:

o XY Rnwnt Tyo K1on X9 — Rather, the difference between
wine and oil is that wine satiates, whereas oil does not
satiate,"*!

The Gemara challenges this assertion:

Typ " X7nM — But does wine indeed satiate? i X371 KM
RapoT KPR 53 Yo ny — Why, Rava would drink wine all
day long on Pesach eve mab% m1nar7 13%1 12 — so that he
would whet his appetite” v nyn S13v) — and thereby eat
the matzah in the evening with more relish." — ? —

The Gemara answers:
9™ X1 — A lot of wine whets the appetite,
whereas a little bit satiates.*4

The Gemara persists:

552 myp m1 — But does [wine] satiate at all (i.e. under any
circumstances)? wis-a2b onh) . . . wig-aab matr M, nom
A0 1yp — Why, it is written: And wine gladdens the heart of
man ... and bread, the heart of man it does satiate ete.,"”
which implies that Typ x5 K1 TYRT X KPT — it is only
bread that satiates, but wine does not satiate. — ? —

The Gemara answers: .
My Typ RN A MK Kpn X9 — No, do not infer this
from the verse. Rather, the verse means that wine has two
qualities — it satiates and gladdens. iy TWo TWon NpqI
matrn &% — Bread, however, only satiates, but it does not
gladden.

The Gemara persists:

11 % — But if so, that wine satiates, nin13 whw mby a2y -
we should recite after drinking it the three blessings of Bircas
HaMazon " as we do after eating bread!“*” — ? —

The Gemara answers:
by TMNTIYY WK Wwap x5 — People do not establish their
meal around [wine]."!

YO RNNB —

CHAPTER SIX
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This prompts the Gemara to inquire:
83175 prry? 73 tamy 21 MY mx — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak
said to Rava: xp mnmvp mby vap 2w — And if one did
establish his meal around wine, what would be the law? Woylq
he be required to recite the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon
afterwards?

Rava replies:
m% 1 — He said to [Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak]:  xawab
KDWp KT K KM 3m9x — When the prophet Elijah will
come and tell us whether it [the establishing of a meal around
wine] is considered the establishment of a meal, we will consider
theissue. o 92 byx iny7 o2 XM XBYE — As for now, at
any rate, his attitude in establishing a full meal around wine is
considered abnormal by almost any other person.“ And since
it is not normal for people to consider the drinking of wine to be a
bona-fide meal, the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon are not
recited afterwards, even though the person is satiated.

The Gemara now analyzes the previously quoted ruling regard-
ing the blessing on olive oil:
x99 — [The text] itself cited above stated: i 773 31 "y
Yxmy — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel, nx 3
1371 Y37 9K POy 121 — and so said R’ Yitzchak in the name of
R’Yochanan: yyi311s k712 vhy 1atan n mpw — On olive oil,
one recites the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the
tree.

The Gemara analyzes the ruling:
17 111 — What is the circumstance referred to in this ruling?
(Mnwn) mY My xp1 kb — If we say that the ruling refers
to where one is drinking the [olive oil] asis,® mb pyn yrix
— why, drinking it as is surely harms him!®™ xun7T - For it
was taught in a Baraisa: mn YW 1w nniwn — ONE WHO
inadvertently DRINES OIL OF TERUMAH iMR) J1p7 NX ohwn
wnin nx o9Yn — PAYS THE PRINCIPAL AND DOES NOT PAY THE

NOTES

his basic sustenance, are called by the name 1im, sustenance [i.e. the
primary sources of sustenance]. Therefore, the blessing of ym x1ia
niim, the One Who creates species of sustenance, is recited only on the
five grains (see Rashi and Rosh Yosef: cf. Rashi to Eruvin 30a amixa i~
By i 5a).

40. Since all foods other than water and salt are prohibited when one
vows to prohibit anything that sustains, it is evident that olive oil also
provides sustenance. Evidently, the reason a specific blessing was
designated for wine and not for oil cannot be because only wine provides
sustenance.

41. Although olive oil indeed sustains, it does not satisfy one’s appetite
as does wine (see Rashi).

Thus, the Gemara concludes that the reason for wine’s special
blessing is that it has changed for the better and it also satiates (see
Meromei Sadeh ). :

42. Literally: draw his heart.

43. It is a mitzvah to eat matzah on the first night of Pesach (Exodus
12:18), and the general obligation to beautify mitzvos (see Shabbos
133b, Bava Kamma 9b) applies to the mitzvah of eating matzah as well.
One should therefore build up his appetite before eating the matzah so
that he eat it with relish — a beautification of the mitzvah (see Rashi
and Rashbam to Pesachim 99b Yax» XS 1 and Rambam, Hil. Chametz
U’Matzah 6:12). It was Rava’s practice to drink wine throughout the
day of Erev Pesach in order to build up his appetite for eating matzah
that night. Evidently, wine does not satisfy one’s appetite, but on the
contrary makes one hungry!

44, See Tosafos v xaw n; cf. Ravyah §150, cited by Kovetz Shitos
Kamai; see Orach Chaim 471 with Mishnah Berurah 6-8 and Beur
Halachah .

45. Psalms 104:15.
46. Bircas HaMazon [the Grace After Meals] originally consisted of

three blessings, derived by the Gemara below (48b) from Scripture.
[Though the Rabbis subsequently added a fourth blessing (ibid.), Bircas
HaMazon is still referred to as “three blessings” since only three of
them are based on Scripture.] )

47, Tf wine satisfies one’s appetite as bread does, Bircas HaMazon
should be recited after wine as it is after bread. The Sages in the Baraisa
cited below (37a), however, rule that on wine as well an on the other
seven species (see above, 35a note 44) only the one-blessing abridgment
of three is recited (see Rashi).

48. [That is, they do not make wine the basis of a full meal. And the
obligation to recite the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon, derived from
the verse (Deuteronomy 8:10): And you will eat and be satiated and bless
Hashem your God . . ., applies only to foods on which one establishes his
meal, viz. the five species of grain. See Mishnah and Gemara, 44a, and
Gemara 38a.]

49. [The principle of i Y3 Syx 1ny7 nva, his opinion is considered
abnormal [literally: is nullified] by [almost] any [other] person (found
throughout the Talmud), states that (in most situations) normal
behavior is defined by the prevailing attitude, not by the behavior of the
individual in question.]

50. The word nmwn (enclosed by parentheses in our editions) is simi.lar
to the reading xmwn, which is the text found in Rif and Rabbeini
Yonah. In Nimukei Yosef the reading is niywn *nw, where he drinks
the oil.

51. And a blessing should therefore not be recited altogether (Rasffi; of.
Rambam, Hil. Berachos 8:2 with Kesef Mishneh; see also Peirush
HaRashbatz to 36a). For a blessing on food is required only when one
consumes food in a manner classified as “eating” (or “drinking”), as it
is written (Deuteronomy 8:10): And you will “eat” ... and bless
Hashem, your God. Consequently, the harmful drinking of olive 911,
which cannot be classified as “drinking,” does not warrant a blessing
(Rashi).
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35b°® KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
additional FIFTH.  movn YW (oW qui — ONE WHO inadvertently
ANOINTS HIMSELF WITH OIL OF TERUMAH  bYWni 11 ny nbwn
WRINT NX — PAYS THE PRINCIPAL AND PAYS THE ADDITIONAL
FIFTH®  np v by mb Sax xp1 xbx — Will you say, rather,
that the ruling that one recites borei pri ha’eitz on olive oil refers
to where one eats it by means of eating bread on which the oil is
smeared as a condiment?®  Spp xymy py ne b RNT WD N —
But if so, then the bread is the primary food and [the oil] is but

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

NATE food IS eaten WITHIT, 770U NX 0191 1w Sy 199
ONE RECITES THE BLESSING ON THE PRIMARY food AND thig
DISCHARGES his blessing obligation for THE SUBORDINATE as well,
Why, then, should any blessing be made on the oil smeared on the
bread? yin3nuK ' Yy MY W X7 K9 — Rather, we must say
that the ruling refers to where one drinks [the olive oil] by
means of drinking anigaron into which it is mixed,® <nxq
Hxmw 92 137 — as described by Rabbah bar Shmuel, who said:

a subordinate food, pni — and we learned in a Mishnah:®  xpbp7 X 119318 — Anigaron is a soup made from the water of
Y521 My — THIS IS THE RULE:  nbov ) 7wy Ninw 53 — In cooked beets;  xm 1173'038 — oxygaron is a soup made from
WHATEVER case you have a food that 1S PRIMARY AND A SUBORDI-  the water

NOTES

52. A non-Kohen who eats terumah inadvertently must repay the
terumah he has eaten plus a fifth (see Bava Metzia 54a), as it states
Leviticus 22:14): And if a man will eat of the holy [i.e. terumah]
inadvertently, he shall add its fifth to it and shall repay the holy to the
Kohen. The “eating” referred to here in the Torah refers to eating or
drinking, as well as “anointing [in the case of oill,” which Scripture
includes in the category of “drinking” (see Terumos 6:1 and Tos.
Yom Tov there). The Baraisa cited here indicates that whereas a
non-Kohen who anoints himself inadvertently with terumah oil is
considered to have “drunk” it and thus pays the principal plus a
fifth, one who actually drinks the oil does not pay the additional
fifth, since the “eating” mentioned in the verse refers to the normal,
beneficial act of eating, whereas the drinking of olive oil is harmful

[see Rambam, Hil. Terumos 10:8]. Rather, the one who drinks the olive
oil is considered as merely destroying it, for which he is liable to the
principal [Rabbinically (Tos. HaRosh )] but not the additional fifth (see
Rashi).

53. Eaten in this way, the olive oil is not harmful but beneficial
(Mishnah Berurah 202:28; see also Tos. HaRosh).

54. Below, 44a.

55. Anigaron, mentioned several times in Mishnaic literature (see
Rashi and Hagahos Yavetz; see Rashi to Yoma T6a pwa i), is akind
of [beet] soup [see Gemara below] into which olive oil is added (Rashi;
see also Rashi to Yoma ibid.). When eaten as an ingredient in anigarom
the olive oil is not harmful but beneficial (Tos. HaRosh).
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15w 19307 — of all varieties of cooked vegetables,

The Gemara objects to this answer as well:
bop RY MRw pauR mb T 1o ox — Bat if so, then the
anigaron is the primary food and the oil is only a supplement,
pm — and we learned in a Mishnah: Y937 n1 — THIS IS THE
RULE: 1950 ayy 1y 8wy 55 — In WHATEVER case you have a
food that IS PRIMARY AND A SUBORDINATE food is eaten WITH IT,
nhDYI MY Vi1 IR SV 7730 — ONE RECITES THE BLESSING ON
THE PRIMARY food AND thereby DISCHARGES his blessing obliga-
tion for THE SUBORDINATE food as well. Why, then, should the
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the tree be recited on the
oil?

The Gemara answers:
POV *Xn2 X277 — What are we dealing with here in this ruling?
11132 Wwina — We are dealing with one who feels pain in his
throat, and drinks anigaron mixed with olive oil in order to soothe
his sore throat.!! - xyn7 — And that which anigaron mixed with
alot of oil is drunk to soothe a sore throat is as was taught in the
following Baraisa: 131733 W¥in — ONE WHO FEELS PAIN IN HIS
THROAT  N3W3 7Ynn w2 uyIy XD — MAY NOT INITIALLY
BATHE [HIS THROAT] WITH OIL ON THE SABBATH,”  Tnw 1nh bax
ybiar 1iM203K 7in’ 393 — BUT HE MAY POUR A LOT OF OIL INTO
ANIGARON AND SWALLOW it.[¥

The Gemara objects:
Ruwd — But if Shmuel and R’ Yochanan refer to where one drinks
the olive oil when mixed into anigaron, then it is obvious that one
recites the One Who creates the fruit of the tree when drinking this
mixture, since the oil is primary. Why did Shmuel and R’ Yochanan
have to teach us thig?4l

The Gemara answers:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 36a!
xpiy1am — It is not obvious, for you might have said that 1y
1M3% Kp XY — since his intent in drinking this mixture
is for a remedy and not for pleasure, 53 mby qa% x5 —
he should not recite a blessing on it altogether.® 1% youmnp
19173 w3 My R D mxa o — Therefore, he [the one who
states this ruling ~ i.e. Shmuel and R’ Yochanan] informs us that
since one derives pleasure from it, one must recite a blessing.'

The Gemara cites an Amoraic dispute on which the ruling cited
above will be brought to bear:
w17 KR — Regarding the blessing on wheat flour,”  73m 24
TR 1B 8793 MK — Rav Yehudah says one recites: the One
Who creates the fruit of the ground,® 3135279 K8 e a7
11272 — whereas Rav Nachman says one recites: that every-
thing came into being through His word.® 37% x37 % "y
1M — Ravasaid toRavNachman: spvmanymby xibonxb —
Do not dispute the ruling of Rav Yehudah, Yxmuh panir 1319
oy mnp — for both R’ Yochanan and Shmuel take the
same stand ashe does in thismatter. YxmW MR T 27 MWRT
— For Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel, =mnx 13
1201 Y371 K pry 131 — and so said R’ Yitzchak in the name of
R’Yochanan: yyi3v12 X713 1oy 12125 n o — On olive oil,
one recites the blessing: the One Who creates the fruit of
thetree. »pWx1235ynx xuYx — Evidently, even though [the
olive] has been changed from a solid into a liquid, *xp mnhbpa
— it retains its original status with regard to blessings. MRy
— Here, with regard to wheat flour, too, *nwx7 21 by % —
even though it has been changed from a solid to a powder,
'Rp mnbpa — it retains its original status with regard to
blessings.

NOTES

1. Since it is the oil that produces this soothing effect, a large quantity
of oil must be added to the anigaron, which makes the oil the primary
food and the anigaron but a supplement (Rashi). Therefore, one recites
ha’eitz on the mixture [rather than haadamah, which is usually recited
on anigaron (see below, 39a)].

[Rashi’s comments here suggest that he concurs with the view of
HaRav Yosef (cited in Tur, Orach Chaim 202) that what makes the
oil the primary food is the fact that it is present in large measure, not the
fact that one needs the oil as an emollient. The Gemara mentions the
fact that the person has a sore throat only because that is the usual
situation in which one would add large amounts of oil to enigaron. But
even if one were to drink such anigaron for non- therapeutic purposes,
the oil would be considered the primary food and one would recite
ha'eitz. Other Rishonim (also cited by Tur there), however, disagree
and maintain that the oil is considered primary only when the mixture
is drunk to relieve a sore throat. See Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim
202:4.1

2. That is, one may not sip oil in order to hold it on the affected area and
then spit it out (Rashi, as explained by Divrei David). For since he does
not swallow the oil, it is clear to all that he is engaging in a therapeutic
procedure to relieve his sore throat. And the Rabbis forbade the
performance of obvious therapeutic procedures on the Sabbath to relieve
minor aches and pains, so that one not come to violate the Biblical
prohibition against grinding in preparing medicines (Rashi).

3. Le. he may drink the oil (after mixing it into anigaron — see end of
note), and hold it on the affected area before swallowing. For since he
swallows the oil in the end, it is not apparent that he is performing a
therapeutic procedure. And the Rabbis forbade on the Sabbath only
procedures that are obviously intended for therapy. But procedures
which are not obviously intended for therapy are permitted even when
they are indeed being done for such purposes (see Rashi). By the same
token, one would be permitted to drink pure oil, hold it on the affected
area and then swallow it. The Baraisa mentions mixing the oil with
anigaron only because that is the usual case in which one would drink
the oil, because drinking pure olive oil is harmful, as mentioned in the
Gemara above (Divrei David in explanation of Rashi; cf. Tosafos et al.).

4. Tzlach asks that perhaps the main thrust of Shmuel and R’ Yocha-

nan’s ruling was to teach that one recites the blessing the One Who
creates the fruit of the tree rather than the more specific blessing the One
Who creates the fruit of the “olive” tree suggested by the Gemara above

(35b). He answers that this could not have been the purpose of their

ruling, since this is already known from our Mishnah, which states that
the One Who creates the fruit of the tree is recited on all fruit products
with the sole exception of wine. [Accordingly, the Gemara above could
have in this way proven from the Mishnah itself that no special blessing
was instituted for olive oil. Nevertheless, the Gemara there chose to cite
the ruling of Shmuel and R’ Yochanan as proof, for reasons explained by
Tzlach here.]

5. The blessing for food or drink was instituted only when one’s
consumption of the food is deemed “eating” or “‘drinking” (see 35b note
51). Accordingly, when one takes a medicine from which he derives no
pleasure whatsoever, no blessing is recited (see Tosafos 13 7). One
might think, therefore, that even when one takes a medicine whose
consumption is pleasurable, he still does not recite a blessing, since his
main intent is for medical purposes and not for “eating” or “‘drinking.”

6. Even though the person’s primary purpose in drinking it is for
medicinal reasons rather than for pleasure.

7. According to Rashi, Rif and Rav Hai Gaon, the Gemara is discussing
regular wheat flour. [Tosafos and Rosh, however, maintain that since -
regular flour is barely edible, all would agree that shehakol is recited on
it, since it is certainly not in the usable state for which it was originally
planted (see below). Rather, they assert, the Gemara is referring either
to coarse or toasted flour, which is more edible than regular flour. See
also Rabbeinu Yonah and Rashba.]

8. Just as one would recite before eating raw wheat kernels, whose
blessing is haadamah, as taught in a Baraisa below [37a]. The fact that
the kernels have now been ground does not change their status with
regard to the blessing (see Rashi). [Rashi’s comments here in anwxT173
reflect a different reading in the Gemara — see Rashash.]

9. Rav Nachman holds that since the flour has been ground and thus
changed from its original state, it is no longer classified as “‘the fruit of
the ground,” and that specific blessing is no longer appropriate.
Therefore, the general shehakol blessing is recited instead.
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

The comparison is rejected:
m3m — Is it [the case of wheat flour] comparable to the case of
oliveoil? Rymnx %15y % mb nni — There, in the case of olive
oil, it does not have another improvement that is destined to be
done to it, i.e. it has assumed the final usable form for which it was
originally planted. npa xymnx xnby M mx X3 — Here, in
the case of wheat flour, it has another improvement destined to
be done to it by being processed into bread.”

The Gemara challenges Rav Nachman’s position:
KR TMTRT M2 K7ia by an XY Rpnx xnby mh mix )
‘J‘.ﬂw — But is it so that when it has another improvement
destined to be done to it, we do not recite on it the blessing the
One Who creates the fruit of the ground but rather the general
shehakol blessing? XMy THK RN 21 VR RPT D7 DK KN
— Why, R’ Zeira said in the name of Rav Masna, who said in
the name of Shmuel: ™Myw7 XMy XM Xpx — On raw
pumpkin and on barley flour 17373 i Sanw by 1onan
— we recite the blessing that everything came into being
through His word, TN 1D K78 T b wn — Is it not
implied that on flour of wheat we recite the blessmg the One Who
ereates the fruit of the ground 2™

The Gemara replies:
XY — No, do not draw this inference. 11272 a1 banw w1 nony
— Rather, Shmuel agrees that on flour of wheat, too, one recites
that everything came into being through His word.

The Gemara asks:
Myt 1w 91w 1wne'S) — But then let him teach us that we
are to recite a shehakol on the flour of wheat, and we would know
that certainly the same applies to the flour of barley!™ — ? —

The Gemara answers:
M 1YW X — Shmuel could not have formulated his ruling
the way you propose. For if he had taught us that shehakol is
recited on the flour of wheat, and said nothing about barley,
nrT o g XK it — 1 would have said that this applies
only to the flour of wheat, %%3 mby 7% x5 vy Yax — but
on the flour of barley, one does not recite any blessing at all.
17 yownp — Therefore, he informs us, by specifying barley flour,
that even barley flour requires a shehakol. ™3

The Gemara challenges this answer:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 36a?
nwmp nbpn vy wa — But why would anyone think that no
blessing is recited on barley flour? Is it less of a food than salt or
brine, which requires a blessing? 1an7 — For we learned in a
Baraisa:™® nm S nbpn Yy — ON SALT AND ON BRINE,™
13T im Saaw apix — ONE RECITES the blessing THAT
EVERYTHING CAME INTO BEING THROUGH HIS WORD. — ? —
The Gemara defends its answer:

vy — No, it was indeed necessary to teach that barley flour
requires a blessing, and this could not have been derived from the
fact that a blessing is recited even on salt or brine. jny1 xpho
xymyx — For it might have entered your mind to say that nbp
il MY WK TRy nmn — a person is apt to throw some
salt or brine into his mouth and swallow it; therefore, eating it is
considered a normal pleasure, on which one must recite a
blessing. "y N Sax — But barley flour, nwy Sxin
nuRppPY — since it is bad for one’s stomach, as it causes
intestinal worms, 5% mby 712% Xb — people are not apt to
eat it and one should therefore not recite a blessing on it at
all.'¢ 15 yownp — Therefore, he informs us that  nay 1
113 "y3 M ARy mb — since one derives pleasure from
eating the [barley flour}, one must recite a blessing on it."

The Gemara cites an Amoraic dispute regarding the blessing on
palm shoots:
X7p — On palm shoots,™ 7Ky 90 X712 90K T7iM 21 —
Rav Yehudah says one recites the One Who creates the fruit of
the ground. 1272 mim Y30w oK Sxmyy — But Shmuel says
one recites that everything came into being through His word.

The Gemara explains the rationale for each position:
MTINT M0 K12 0K Am 21 — Rav Yehudah says one recites
the One Who creates the fruzt of the ground on the palm shoot,
Xut K72 — because it is considered a fruit.”® =mx Sxvays
1372 i Yoy — But Shmuel says one recites that everything
came into being through His word, niwgnY ioioy Sixin —
since it eventually hardens and becomes inedible; therefore,
even now it is not considered a “fruit.”

Shmuel finds merit in his disputant’s position:
T 279 Sxmw mb wpx — Shmuel said to Rav Yehudah:
K130 2 X — Sharp one,® it seems more reasonable

NOTES

10. Rav Nachman argues that a fruit changed from its natural state is
classified as a “fruit” only if it has been changed to the state in which
the purpose of its being planted is achieved. Thus, olive oil is deemed a
“fruit” (warranting the blessing the One Who creates the “fruit” of the
tree), though it is no longer in its natural state, because it is in the state
for which it was originally planted. Flour, however, is not a “fruit,”
because it is neither in its natural state (wheat kernels) nor in the state
for which it was originally planteg(bread). Therefore, the blessing the
One Who creates the “fruit” of the ground is inappropriate, and Shehakol
is recited instead (see Rashi).

11. For by specifying barley flour, which is inferior to wheat, Shmuel
implies that in the case of the superior wheat, the flour retains the
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the ground (Rashi).

12. For if even on the superior wheat flour we recite only the general
shehakol rather than the specific the One Who creates the fruit of the
ground, it goes without saying that on the inferior barley flour only a
shehakol would be recited.

13. [And it is also for this reason that Shmuel did not mention simply
“flour” without specifying which type. For had he not mentioned a type,
we would naturally have interpreted it as meaning wheat flour, and we
would have thought that no blessing at all is recited on barley flour.]

14. Mesoras HaShas emends this to read X117, since what follows is a
Baraisa, not a Mishnah. [Usually, 1an, we have learned, introduces the
citation of a Mishnah, and X1, it was taught, the citation of a Baraisa.]
However, it is possible that the Gemara will sometimes use the word pn
to introduce a Baraisa — see Tosafos to Chullin 87b :n 1 and Rashba

to Chullin 14a npon pna i,
15. See Hagahos HaBach §1 and Targum HaLaaz Rrmmbw 'y; cf. Ritva.

16. [For eating it is not considered a normal “pleasure,” that a blessing
should be required.]

17. [This is different from the case of olive oil that is drunk as is, where
no blessing at all is recited (according to Rashi) because of the oil’s
harmful effects (see 35b note 51). For the harmful effects of drinking
plain oil pervade the entire body, so that ingestion of the oil is not deemed
to be “drinking” at all. Eating barley flour, on the other hand, does
provide essential food benefits, albeit with limited side effects. Thus, its
ingestion is indeed deemed “eating’”” and a blessing is therefore required
(see Divrei David to 35b m1 > 7).

18. As the branches of the palm tree grow each year, the new growth is
soft and edible. By the following year, it hardens into wood (Rashi).
[Other Rishonim, however, explain that x7ip refers to palm hearts, a
white pith that grows at the top of the tree and hardens during the
winter (see Rav Hai Gaon and Rambam, Commentary to Uktzin 3:7; see
also Rash, Rosh and Rav there, and Aruch =p 'y).]

19. Since it is edible 'and it grows from the ground, it is considered a
“fruit” of the ground. [However, it is deemed to be only a fruit of the
ground, and not a fruit of the tree, since it is not the tree’s primary fruit
(Divrei David; see also below, note 28).]

20. Shmuel often called his disciple, Rav Yehudah, by this name because
of thelatter’s sharp analytical abilities (Aruch 1w ‘v, first explanation; see
another explanation there [cited by Mesoras HaShas to Chagigah 15b]).
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

to rule as you say. niwpab inio 113y Nir7 — For a radish, too,
eventually hardens if left in the ground to full maturity,®
TRTRT T8 X713 WYY 1373m — yet we recite on it the blessing

the One Who creates the fruit of the ground when eating it in its

edible state. The same should apply to palm shoots.

The Gemara, however, rejects the comparison:
x X1 — But in truth this comparison made by Shmuel between
palm shoots and radishes is not valid. xpyIx WnK Wy 1y
xonp7 — For people plant radishes with the intent of eating
the soft radish.”2  x7ip7 RnyIR WK woy X5 xbp3 —~ But
people do not plant palm trees with the intent of eating palm
shoots.?%

The Gemara challenges this premise:
by 2731 KD M3 RDYIN W opwy K57 ka3 - Butisit
indeed so that wherever people do not plant with the intent of
this particular part of the plant being used as food, we do not
recite on it a blessing that is specific to it, but rather the general
shehakol blessing?  RMDT RAYIN WK oI by mm — Why,
there is the caper bush, which people plant only for the sake
of the caper berry,”! 111 — yet we learned in a Baraisa:®5
moyy wm by — Regarding the blessings recited ON the VARIOUS
TYPES OF CAPER produce,®® ninpna by by Sy — ON THE
LEAVES AND THE DATE-LIKE OUTGROWTHS®" ™MD R MK
TR} — ONE RECITES THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF THE
GROUND.  pomspa by nidivaxiy 5y — AND ON THE BERRIES!
AND ON THE HUSKS covering them  yyi1 ™ X912 1niX — ONE
RECITES THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF THE TREE. Thus, we
see that one does recite haadamah on the caper leaves and
date-like outgrowths, though they are not the edibles intended
when the bush is planted! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
PO¥? 72 13 27 K — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: by
NNIWT KAyIx WK vl — People do indeed plant the caper
bush with the intention of eating all that sprouts,5¥ xb xbp
K711 RRYIX "WHK w1 — but people do not plant the palm
tree with the intention of eating the palm shoots.!

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 36a3

The Gemara concludes:
TR 20 bxmy mobpe 03 by gx) — And even though Shmuel
praised Rav Yehudah for his position in this matter,® xna%n
by mnyy — the halachah accords with Shmuel, who says
that one recites shehakol on palm shoots.

The Gemara cites a ruling regarding the caper bush, which it
will challenge from the Baraisa cited above:
27 91K 173 31 X — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav:
yxb nyaima 19y 5w gby — In the case of a caper bush of orlah
outside the Land of Israel®™ nx bpixy nisiaxg nx pair
1'01MDpn — one throws away the berries and eats the husks.39

The Gemara asks:
1793 18D PoMDp) T NiaPaRT XMy — Is this to say that the
berries are considered a fruit of the tree and the husks are not
considered a fruit of the tree? 71 — But note the
contradiction between them [this ruling and the Baraisa cited
abovel: mo¥) 2m Sy — Regarding the blessings recited ON the
VARIOUS TYPES OF CAPER produce, ninnn by mbyn by — oN
THE LEAVES AND THE DATE-LIKE OUTGROWTHS ™Mb X713 iR
Y INI — ONE RECITES THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF
THE GROUND. 1'o™5pi1 b1 niainani by — AND ON THE BERRIES
AND ON THE HUSKS covering them  y¥i7 ™1® K113 21RiX — ONE
RECITES THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF THE TREE. From the
Baraisa’s ruling that one recites ha’eitz on the husks, we see that
they too are considered the tree’s “fruit,” and by the same token
they should be encompassed by the orleh prohibition. — 7 —

The Gemara answers:
N3Py 1373 mK7 X — While it is true that this Baraisa
contradicts Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav, he is not refuted by
it, for he has said his ruling in accordance with the view of R’
Akiva. 77 — For we learned in a Mishnah:©3  1qnbx x4
Tpix — R ELIEZER SAYS: ]'0™Dp) nidkam) ninnn “ynn gy
— THE CAPER BUSH REQUIRES TITHING of its DATE-LIKE OUT-
GROWTHS, BERRIES AND HUSKS. "RIR R2WpY "7 — R’ AKIVA
SAYS: Taba nirax xPx qwynn PR — IT DOES NOT REQUIRE

NOTES

21. Radishes that are left too long in the ground will eventually harden
[to the point that they are no longer edible] (Rashi).

22. Pugla is the Aramaic name for radishes at the edible stage (Rashi).

23. [The Gemara rejects Shmuel’s proof to his disputant by arguing that
shehakol should be recited on palm shoots on different grounds. Even if
the palm shoots would not eventually harden, haadamah would not be
recited, because the tree is not planted with the intent to eat the shoots.
Hence, the shoots are not deemed a ““fruit,” and the blessing Who creates
the “fruit” of the ground is inappropriate (see Rabbeinu Yonah end of
xnp iv1; Tur, Orach Chaim 204).]

24. The Gemara presently assumes that just as people plant palm trees
with the sole intent of eating their dates, so too do people plant caper
bushes with the intent of eating only the berries.

25. See above, note 14.

26. The words 57y and 9y; are synonymous, both referring to the caper
bush. The “various types of caper” refers to the various edibles that
grow on a single caper bush [and not to different varieties of caper]
(Rashi).

27. The nipn [literally: dates] are edible date-like protuberances that
grow on the caper leaves, similar to those that develop on willow leaves
(Rashi).

28. Although they grow on a tree, the blessing the One Who creates the
fruit of the “tree” is not recited on them, as only the tree’s primary fruit
is called “the fruit of the tree.” The secondary “fruits,” however, can
indeed be classified as the fruits of the ground (see Rashba below "3 71
MSK).

29. [The terms nixax and Rs both refer to the caper berry.]

30. [Although the primary fruit of the caper bush is indeed the berry,}

one plants the bush in order to eat the leaves and the date-like
outgrowths as well, since removing them does not reduce the eventual
size and output of the bush (see Rashi).

31. Since removing the shoots reduces the tree’s branches (Rashi).
Hence, the shoots are not deemed to be “fruit,” and shehakol is recited
on them.

32. By saying, ‘“Sharp one, it seems more reasonable [to rule} as you
[sayl.”
33. Where the prohibition against orlah is only Rabbinic (Rashi).
{The Torah commands (Leviticus 19:23): When you will come to the
land and piont any food tree, you shall treat its fruit as forbidden — for
three years they shall be forbidden to you, they shall not be eaten. Though
this verse refers specifically to Eretz Yisrael [as it states: When you come
to the land ~ see Kiddushin 36b-37a), we are taught that orlah applies
even outside Eretz Yisrael by force of “e halachah” (Orlah 3:9). The
Gemara in Kiddushin 38b cites an Amoraic dispute as to whether this
“halachah’ is Rabbinic or whether it is a Biblical Halachah LeMoshe
MiSinai. Rashi explains this sugya here according to the view that this
“halachah” is Rabbinic — see Pnei Yehoshua and Tzlach.]

34. The laws of orlah apply only to the fruit of a tree (see verse cited in
previous note). Rav Yehudah holds that although the caper bush pro-
duces many different edible foods, only the berry, which is the primary
fruit of the tree, is considered its fruif (see above, note 28). All the other
edible growths of the caper bush (including the husks that cover the
berries) are not deemed to be fruits of the tree and are therefore not
encompassed by the orlah prohibition. [The Gemara below will explain
why Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav stated this ruling specifically with
regard to a caper bush that grows outside of Eretz Yisrael.]

35. Maasros 4:6.
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

- [yTHING of anything OTHER THAN THE BERRIES ALONE, 35%H

~mp N¥W — BECAUSE [THE BERRY] alone IS considered the
FRUIT.59

: The Gemara asks:

X2'p¥ 372 1257 X' — But then let him [Rav Yehudah in the
name of Rav] say simply that the halachah follows R’ Akiva (in

- the matter of his dispute with R’ Eliezer).®” Why did Rav
Yehudah in the name of Rav formulate an independent ruling?

" The Gemara answers:

“RpY 1273 1290 MK % — If he had said, “The halachah
follows R’ Akiva,” y1x3190x xymx i — I would have said
that he means that the halachah follows R’ Akiva even with
regard to orlah in the Land of Israel. By formulating an

-independent ruling with regard to orlah of the caper bush outside
of Eretz Yisrael, 1% ynwnp — he [Rav Yehudah in the name of
Rav] informs us that it is only with regard to orlah of the caper
bush outside Eretz Yisrael that he follows R’ Akiva, bSpwn b3
yx32 — because of the principle that whoever holds the lenient
position in a dispute with regard to orlah in the Land of Israel,
yx? nyin3 intng naby — the halachah follows him with regard
toorlah outside the Land of Israel.® x5 ymxa bax —~ But with
regard to orlah of the caper bush in the Land of Israel, Rav
Yehudah in the name of Rav does not follow R’ Akiva. (2%

The Gemara is not satisfied with this answer and asks:
Yy myind x3wpy 1273 nabn X — But then let him [Rav
Yehudah in the name of Rav] say simply, ‘“‘The halachah follows
R’ Akiva with regard to a caper bush that grows outside the
Land of Israel,” yxY nyina inind maby yaga bpmen by —
and we would understand that this is because of the principle
that whoever holds the lenient position in a dispute with

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 36a*
regard to fruits that grow in the Land of Israel, the halachah
follows him with regard to fruits that grow outside the Land of
Israel, and that the halachah does not follow him with regard to
fruits that grow in Eretz Yisrael. Why did Rav Yehudah in the
name of Rav formulate an independent ruling?
The Gemara answers:

137 R X — If he had said this (i.e. simply that the halachah
follows R’ Akiva with regard to a caper bush that grows outside
Eretz Yisrael), 1R oyn 133 "om ug xpax mr — I would
have said that this (that the halachah follows R’ Akiva outside
Eretz Yisrael) applies only with regard to the tithe of trees,®
193779 Xpn y k27 — which in the Land of Israel itself is
required only by Rabbinic decree# yaxan nhay wa bax
XN — But with regard to orlah, which in the Land of
Israel is prohibited by Biblical law, ™ita1 my yxb nyna xR
— 1 would say that outside the Land of Israel, too, we should
decree it forbidden.#2 1 ynwpp — He {Rav Yehudah in the
name of Rav] therefore informs us (by formulating an indepen-
dent ruling stating specifically that caper husks of orlah outside
Eretz Yisrael are permitted) that we adopt R’ Akiva’s lenient
position with regard to fruits outside Eretz Yisrael even in the
case of orlah, which is Biblically forbidden in Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara cites an incident relevant to this matter:
POYIR DR NN PI] KT WK 57 13 Y MNIUN X2 -
Ravina once found Mar bar Rav Ashi throwing away the caper
berries and eating the husks of an orlah tree outside Eretz
Yisrael.®9 mb qpx — [Ravinal said to him: 3py7 '"n —
What is your opinion in this matter, as reflected by your eating
the husks? Spwat NPy %313 — Is it not that you are acting in

NOTES

36. Since R’ Akiva considers the berry alone to be the fruit, he would rule
that the berry alone is subject to orlah [as Rav Yehudah rules in the
name of Rav], and that only on the berry is ha’eitz recited [unlike the
Baraisa, which rules that ha’eitz is recited on the berries and on the
husks] (see Rashba).

[As just explained, the Baraisa certainly does not reflect the view of R’
Akiva. Apparently, then, it reflects the view of R’ Akiva’s disputant —
R’ Eliezer — who rules that the caper’s berries, husks and date-like out-
growths must be tithed, but not the leaves. The date-like outgrowths
might not be considered the tree’s fruit (as the Baraisa rules that haada-
mah rather than ha’eitz is recited on them), yet require tithing Rabbin-
ically just as vegetables do. And though the Baraisa rules that one recites
haadamah on the leaves as well, this does not mean that the leaves re-
quire tithing, for the Rabbis might have been lenient in the Rabbinic
matter of “vegetable tithes” and excluded the tree’s leaves from this
law, though not its date-like outgrowths (see Rashba; see also Ramban ).]

[It emerges from this Gemara that whatever is considered a “tree
fruit” with regard to orlah is considered one with regard to the ha’eitz
blessing as well, and vice versa. The tithing obligation, however, can
apply even to things that are not “tree fruits.” (See Ramban, who
explains why R’ Akiva does not subject the non-fruit parts of the caper
to the law of “vegetable tithes,” as R’ Eliezer does.)]

317. Had Rav said simply that the halachah follows R’ Akiva (that only
the berries of the caper bush are subject to tithes), we would have known
that with regard to orlah only the berries are forbidden, but the husks
are permitted.

38. Since orlah that grows outside Eretz Yisrael is forbidden only
Rabbinically, we follow the lenient position (Rashi). [See Chazon Ish,
Kilayim 1:8 and Orlah 11:7, who considers whether this is a different
rule from the general principle of X%%% 13377 Xp*0p, one may act leniently
in unresolved questions of Rabbinic law. ]

[Although R’ Akiva’s ruling says nothing directly about the law of
orlah, it emerges from that ruling that only the caper berry and not the
husk is forbidden as orlah. Hence, he is the one who “holds the lenient
position with regard to orlah in the Land.”’]

[This rule “whoever holds the lenient position in the Land ...”
applies not only to uncertainties regarding orlah, but also to uncertain-

ties regarding other laws that Biblically apply only in Eretz Yisrael but
were Rabbinically extended to lands outside Eretz Yisrael (see Shabbos
139a).]

39. Though the general rule is that the halachah follows R’ Akiva in his
disputes with a colleague [Eruvin 46b], Rav finds R’ Eliezer’s position in
this matter more reasonable and therefore conforms to it by forbidding
[as a stringency] even the husks of the orlah caper berry that grows in
Eretz Yisrael (see Ramban).

40. Which is the case being discussed by R’ Akiva and his disputant, who
argue about which parts of the caper bush must be tithed.

41. Biblically, only grain, wine and olive oil must be tithed (see
Deuteronomy 12:17, 14:23, 18:4). The tithing of all other fruits and
vegetables is only Rabbinic (see Rashi). [Though most Rishonim agree
with Rashi in this matter, others hold that the tithing of all fruit trees
is Biblical (see, for example, Rambam, Hil. Terumos 2:1,6 and Hil.
Maaser 1:9). Though our Gemara here seems clearly to support the
former view, the proponents of the latter view will explain that the
Gemara here does not refer to the tithe of trees specifically, but means
rather that all tithes are only Rabbinic nowadays even in Eretz Yisrael,
in the absence of the Beis HaMikdash (see Tzlach).]

Thus, had Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav said only that “the
halachah follows R’ Akiva with regard to trees that grow outside Eretz
Yisrael,” one might have thought that he adopts R’ Akiva's leniency
outside Eretz Yisrael only with regard to exempting the husks and
date-like outgrowths from tithes, as even if one were to come to
mistakenly extend this leniency to capers that grow in Eretz Yisrael, no
Biblical violation would be involved.

42. Even in matters of uncertainty like the husks of the eaper bush. For
if one were to act leniently with regard to the husks of orlah capers
outside Eretz Yisrael (which is technically permitted because it is the
lenient position in a matter of Rabbinic law), people might come to adopt
the same leniency even in Eretz Yisrael and thereby be in possible
violation of a Biblical prohibition (as R’ Eliezer forbids the husks as
orlah). Thus, I would think that Rav’s leniency does not extend to
permitting the caper husks of orlah outside Eretz Yisrael.

43. [These sages lived in Babylonia, not in Eretz Yisrael.]
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

- accordance with the view of R’ Akiva, who is lenient in this
matter?# v "HPRT Ry N I TayD — But then let
master (i.e. you) also act in accordance with the view of Beis
Shammai, who are even more lenient and would permit even
the berries, as will now be demonstrated:
1n7 — For we learned in a Baraisa: gby ~ With regard to

THE CAPER BUSH, DM™NiX 'RpW N3 — BEIS SHAMMAI SAY:

o192 mx%3 — It constitutes KILAYIM when planted IN THE

| VINEYARD.M9  nvmix 597 nv3y — BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY: N

g3 o9 — It does NOT constitute KILAYIM when planted IN
THE VINEYARD.¥"  197y3 2mnw ovrin 19K 3% — Both THESE
AND THOSE [Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel] AGREE THAT [THE
CAPER BUSH] IS SUBJECT TO the laws of ORLAH.

Ravina develops his argument by first analyzing the Baraisa:
XWp Xpw X — Now this Baraisa is inherently difficult!
D722 DNYD DRIX WpY N2 qhy AR — First you say in
the Baraisa: With regard to THE CAPER BUSH, BEIS SHAMMAI
SAY: It constitutes KILAYIM when planted IN THE VINEYARD,
X371 P! 1 Xnbx — Evidently, in their view, [the caper bush]
is a type of vegetable.*® wn 371 — But then it states:
noaya anny ovrin b)Y X — Both THESE AND THOSE [Beis
Shammai and Beis Hillel] AGREE THAT {THE CAPER BUSH] IS

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 36a’
SUBJECT TO the laws of ORLAH,  x31 19 1 k%X — from which
it is evident that in Beis Shammai’s view it is a type of treel
In order to reconcile Beis Shammai’s two rulings, we must say
that xwp X% N — this in fact poses no difficulty, nw
117 Npoon wEp wWpw — for it must be that Beis Shammai
are uncertain whether the caper bush is a tree or a vegetable.
xPnh xam RN Kon Y1y — Therefore, they rule that one
must act here (with regard to kilayim) stringently, and treat
the caper bush as a vegetable, and that one must act here
{with regard to oriak ) stringently, and treat the caper bush as a
tree.
Ravina concludes his argument:

Dipn ban — In any event, nYIY poo MY M Wuw b —
according to Beis Shammai, it [even the caper berry] is but
questionable orleh,5® 1am1 — and we learned in a Mish-
nah:5 14y poo — QUESTIONABLE ORLAHGY  Hxniy yxa
yox: — that grew IN THE LAND of Israel IS FORBIDDEN;SS!
0 RINIO31 — AND if it grew IN SYRIA, % IT IS PERMITTED;
T4 yIRb iyanos — AND if it grew IN a place OUTSIDE THE LAND of
Israel, further away than Syria,® ONE MAY GO DOWN to an
orchard that contains orlah and non-orlah trees and is owned by a
Jew whose observance of the orlah laws is suspect,®

NOTES

44. Le. because R’ Akiva holds the lenient position in this matter, and
the halachah follows the lenient position with regard to orlah outside
Eretz Yisrael. (Accordingly, Mar bar Rav Ashi was simply following the
ruling above of Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav.) Alternatively, Mar
bar Rav Ashi held entirely with R’ Akiva, and would have eaten the
caper husks even in Eretz Yisrael (see Divrei David 7K 1K i1 at
length; see also 36b note 34).

45. Tosefta, Kilayim 3:14 [see above, note 14].

46. The Torah (Deuteronomy 22:9) forbids the planting of grain or
vegetables in a vineyard. It is, however, permitted to plant fruit trees in
a vineyard (see Rambam, Hil. Kilayim 1:6 and 5:6). Beis Shammai
apparently regard the caper bush as a vegetable [because of its
diminutive size (Rabbeinu Yonah)], and therefore consider it kilayim
when planted in a vineyard (see Gemara below).

47. Beis Hillel hold that since the caper is a perennial, with the plant
regrowing each year from the same roots, it is classified as a tree [see
below, 40a note 55] despite its diminutive size, and hence does not
constitute kilayim in a vineyard (Rabbeinu Yonah ).

48. See note 46.

49. As only a tree is subject to orlah — see above, notes 33 and 34.

50. Since the orlah prohibition applies only to the fruit of trees, and Beis
Shammai are uncertain whether or not the caper bush is classified as a
tree.

51. Orlah 3:9.

52. Le. .a fruit that might or might not be orlah. For example, it is
unknown whether the tree on which it grew is more than three years

old. Alternatively, a non-Jew picked and brought fruit from an orchard
containing orlah and non-orlah trees and it is unknown whether the
fruit before us is from the orlak or non-orlah trees (Rashi to Kiddushin
38b b wT ).

53. Since orlah is a Biblical prohibition in Eretz Yisrael, we must act
stringently in a case of doubt, in accordance with the general rule that
RN KON RPUOD, one must act stringently in unresolved questions
of Biblical law.

54. Syria is Aram Tzovah, which was conquered by King David and
annexed to the Land of Israel (Rashi). Despite the annexation, it does
not have the halachic status of Eretz Yisrael, because (in the opinion of
this Mishnah) the conguest of an individual (e.g. King David) does not
have the legal force of a national conquest to confer the status of Eretz
Yisrael on the conquered territory (Rashi to Kiddushin 38b xmoa i),
[Regarding what constitutes “individual” or “national” conquest, see
Rashi to Gittin 8b v wian i3 and Tosafos to 8a there wia ]

55. This Mishnah rules that questionable orlak outside of Eretz Yisrael
is permitted. [This permit of ““questionable orlah outside Eretz Yisrael”
is readily understandable according to the view that orlah which grows
outside of Eretz Yisrael is forbidden only by Rabbinic decree (see above,
note 33). The Mishnah’s permit, though, holds true even according to
the view that orlah is Biblically forbidden outside Eretz Yisrael by force
of a Halachah LeMoshe MiSinai (ibid.), as that Halachah LeMoshe
MiSinai specifically excepts questionable orlah (see Kiddushin 39a).]

56. Rashi to Kiddushin 38b x5 nyinar .
57. Rashi; of. Rashi to Kiddushin 38b 7 ™.
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npi%) — AND BUY fruit from him, opib a7 &by b -
PROVIDED THAT HE DOES NOT SEE [THE SELLER] GATHER the fruit
from the trees. Accordingly, argues Ravina, you (Mar bar Rav
Ashi) should eat even the caper berries of the young bush outside
of Eretz Yisrael, since Beis Shammai (who are uncertain whether
orlah applies to the caper bush altogether) would permit them
outside of Eretz Yisrael as questionable origh! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
NI JTTAY YT 11 0iPR3a X2y 131 — When the view of R’
Akiva is in contrast to that of R’ Eliezer, we can act in
accordance with [R’ Akival, since R’ Eliezer’s opposition does
not render R’ Akiva’s view null and void.® 13 mipna xpw na
mwn Ayx S9n — But the view of Beis Shammai in contrast to
that of Beis Hillel is of no authority.®

The Gemara questions the permit of eating the husks of an
orlah caper berry outside Eretz Yisrael:
MY i mipyry b pisin) — But let it emerge that the orlah
husk is forbidden because it is deemed a protector of the fruit,
“p1-nx inbay opbay, 0K X7 — and the Merciful One
says in His Torah: and you shall treat its fruit (es piryo) as
forbidden. $8% Yo vny,, — The word es comes to include
in the prohibition that which is auxiliary to its fruit.® xm
11y — And what is this auxiliary that is referred to? 5% i
— It is the protector of the fruit.® Thus, the Gemara asks,
granted that the husk is only a questionable fruit, let it be
forbidden because it is a definite protector of the fruit! How, then,
can Rav Yehudah and Mar bar Rav Ashi permit eating the orlah
caper husks that grow outside the Land of Israel?

The Gemara answers:

X317 "8 — Rava said: 9% v npyrs poms s — In

CHAPTER SIX
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what case do we say that it [something protecting the fruit] is
deemed a “protector of the fruit”?” wibna pa mnwT ko
921713 13 — Only where it is present on the fruit both when the
fruit is detached from the tree and when it is attached to the
tree. mh wibna mx 9213 k27 — Here in the case of the
caper berry husk, however, it is present on the fruit when the
fruit is attached to the tree, but when the fruit is detached from
the tree [the husk] is no longer present on the fruit.® Hence,
the husk — since it does not cover the detached berry — is not in
the category of a “protector of the fruit” to which the orlah
prohibition applies.

The Gemara challenges Rava’s definition of what qualifies as a
“protector of the fruit”:
nax m;;uﬁ:s — Abaye challenged him from the following
Mishnah:®) npqvyn 1997 YW Kpuvs — THE PITAM! OF THE
POMEGRANATE COMBINES with the pomegranate with regard to
the tumah of foods.™  faUYH PX %Y yan — BUT ITS NEITZ2
DOES NOT COMBINE withit.  f7vy¥n 1K i ya1 spT — Now,
from the fact that [the Mishnah] says that the neitz does not
combine with the pomegranate to complete requisite volume
with regard to the tumah of foods, X1 931K kDT XK — it is
evident that [the neifz] is not deemed to be a food. 23 1am

199y — Yet we learned in a Mishnah regarding orlah: 9%p
9y yaim) 1in — RINDS OF POMEGRANATE AND ITS NEITZ, 9%5)

T'YNAM DK — WALNUT SHELLS AND THE PITS of fruits  pann
n77Y3 — ARE SUBJECT TO THE ORLAH PROHIBITION. If the neitz is
not a food (as evident from the Mishnah in Uk#zin ), then its being
subject to orlah must result from its being deemed a “protector of
the fruit.”% Now, the neitz dries and falls off the detached fruit,
yet it is deemed a “protector.” Does this not disprove Rava’s

NOTES

1. Not only is questionable orlah permitted in these lands (as it is in
Syria), but one may even approach the orchard owner and request
fruits, though he is in effect instructing the owner to pick the fruits
from his orchard and create a condition of questionable orlah. [No doubt
surrounds the fruits before they are picked, since it is known which
trees are less than three years old and which are older.] However, one
may not buy fruit that he actually sees the owner pick from an orlah
tree (see Rashi here and to Kiddushin ibid.; cf. Hagahos HaBach there
and Bach, Yoreh Deah 294; see also Meiri, Ran and Tos. Ri HaZaken
there; see also Chazon Ish, Kiddushin §148).

[In Syria, however, it is permitted only to buy fruits that have already
become questionable orlah (e.g. the orchard owner is selling fruits from
his stand). But it is forbidden to ask the owner to initially create a
situation of doubtful orlah (Rashi to Kiddushin ibid.). The law for Syria
is more stringent than for the rest of the Diaspora, because Syria is the
land closest to Eretz Yisrael, and thus most easily confused with it
(Rashi ibid.).]

2. [This explanation assumes that Mar bar Rav Ashi followed R’ Akiva
only with regard to orlah outside Eretz Yisrael (see 36a note 44). If,
however, Mar bar Rav Ashi ruled entirely in accordance with R’ Akiva
(ibid.), then the meaning here would be that in disputes between R’
Eliezer and R’ Akiva, the halachah follows R’ Akiva unequivocally
(Divrei David cited there).]

3. [In general, the halachah unequivocally accepts Beis Hillel’s view
over that of Beis Shammai, so that for us the disputed issue is no longer
considered a matter of uncertainty.] Therefore, the status of the caper
berry as a tree fruit is not in doubt at all, but is considered to be definite
(Rashi).

4. Leviticus 19:23.

5. We find throughout the Talmud Tannaim who expound the word nx,
es (whose simple function is to designate the object of the predicate), as
coming to include something additional in the stated law. The Gemara
here is citing a tradition that in this verse 15 “nx~, the word es comes
to include the fruit’s auxiliaries (see Pnei Yehoshua).

6. Such as the inedible peels, shells or husks. The verse thus teaches
that the “protector of the fruit,” though not a fruit in its own right, is

also subject to the orlah prohibition.

7. [That is, an “auxiliary to the fruit,” which is subject to the orlah
prohibition.]

8. The husk falls off the caper berry when the berry begins to ripen
(Rashi).

9. Uktzin 2:3.

10. The pitam is the sprout atop the pomegranate, similar to the one
atop an apple or a quince (Rashi). [Rav (to Uktzin ibid.), however,
explains that the pitam is the pestle-like protuberance at the top of the
pomegranate, similar to the protuberance atop an esrog. 1

11. In order for a tamei food to convey tumah further (to another food
or drink), its volume must be at least that of an egg (see Rambam,
Hil. Tumas Ochalin 4:1). [According to some Rishonim, an egg-volume
is also the minimum size the food must be in order to initially con-
tract fumah (see Tosafos to Pesachim 33b nmmx5 ). This
Mishnah teaches us that a pomegranate (or section thereof) that has
the volume of an egg only in combination with its attached pitam
does indeed have the requisite volume with regard to the laws of food
tumah.

12. The neitz, which grows around the pitam (see Rashi to Chullin 118b
Xnwon iy Rash and Rav to Uktzin ad loc.), is to the pomegranate what
the husk is to the caper berry [both protect the fruit but fall off while
the fruit is still attached} (Rashzi).

13. Which are included in the orlah prohibition, as indicated by the
Torah’s expression “ess” piryo (Rashi; see above, note 5). [This status
of “protector of the fruit” also accounts for the Mishnah’s inclusion of
the inedible pomegranate rinds and walnut shells in the orlah
prohibition. As to why the orlah prohibition applies to pits, though they
do not protect the fruit, see Rosh §4 and Rashba w9p 1.

[Though the neitz is a protector, and protectors do combine with the
fruit with regard to food tumah (which is why the pitam combines; seé
Uktzin 1:1), the Mishnah in Uktzin rules that the neitz does not
combine, because it is a protector on top of another protector (the
pitam). Only the direct protector of the fruit, such as its peel or sheﬂ or
pitam, combines to make up the requisite egg-volume (Rashi above 1. ..
0vYn PR, from Chullin 119b).]
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contention that the husk of a caper berry is not deemed a

“protector” because it falls from the fruit after the fruit is picked?

Rava concedes this objection, and therefore modifies his qualifi-
cation:
X327 "nx Rpw — Rather, Rava said: b iz s k9w
nh v — In what case do we say that it [something
protecting the fruit] is deemed a “protector of the fruits”?
K7D 9 nywa mnxg K91 — Only where it is present on the
fruit at the time of the fruit’s completion (i.e. ripening). X7
K73 1m3 nywa mm v1op — This caper husk, however, is not
present on the fruit at the time of the fruit’s completion, as it
falls off before the fruit ripens.i#

The Gemara challenges this answer as well:
1 — Is this indeed so that a protector thgg ralls from the fruit
before ripening is not deemed a “protector”?  ypma 37 Yaxm
MaK 13 137 K — Why, Rav Nachman said in the name of
Rabbah bar Avuha: *pox mbay7 “9nnn 17 — These ca-
lyxests! that cover dates of orlah are prohlblted, 1y Sin
17905 WniY — since they are deemed “protectors of the fruits.”
"3 N reh iy -
fruits? x93 — At the date’s immature stage, before it
ripens. 18% 9w % Mp kY1 — Yet, [Rav Nachman] calls it
a “protector of the fruits”! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
1011213 A% 920 1M1 31 — Rav Nachman, who considers the date
calyx a “protector of the fruit,” though it falls off before the date
is mature, holds as does R’ Yose.' 1ain7 — For we have
learned in a Mishnah:'7 43ix 'p11 137 — R’ YOSE SAYS: 10
1D KITY DN MOX — A GRAPE BUD™ on an orlah vine IS
PROHIBITED BECAUSE IT IS considered A FRUIT.®! Just as R’ Yose
considers the unripe grape to be “fruit,” so too does he consider
the unripe date to be a fruit, and its calyx, therefore, a “protector
of the fruit.” 7y 1337 *1991 — But the Rabbis [i.e. the Tanna
Kamma of that Mishnah] disagree with him and permit budding
fruit of orlah, not classifying them as “fruits.”1

The Gemara challenges this answer as well:
KyT102 " 27 1Y grpnn — Rav Shimi of Nehardea objected

CHAPTER SIX
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toit: mby 1327 whs Mm K v — But do the Rabbis, who
dispute R’ Yose with regard to grape buds, disagree with him
with regard to fruits of other trees? 1ini71 — Why, we have
learned in a Mishnah:® nufxa N pPYYip PR onmxp
nynwa — FROM WHEN MAY WE NOT CUT DOWN fruit TREgs
DURING THE SEVENTH [YEAR]??2  n»nixk WWnp¥ n'2 — BES
SHAMMAISAY: Nwyign nitha b3 — ALLTREES may not be cut
FROM WHEN THEY BRING FORTH the incipient fruits.2s  5%: gy
o™ik — BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY:24 Mywn 13103 — THE
CAROB TREES may not be cut FROM WHEN THEY FORM CHAINS, 25}
W70 DDA — AND THE GRAPEVINES may not be cut FRom
WHEN THEY FORM grapes the size of a GERU’A.?8  1xvtwin ooy
— AND THE OLIVE TREES may not be cut FROM WHEN THE NEITZ
DEVELOPS around the fruit.27  axwingn nifbui b vt — anp
ALL OTHER TREES may not be cut FROM WHEN THEY BRING FORTH
the incipient fruits. "X 297 71K} — And to explain the term

“geru’a” mentioned in the Mishnah, Rav Assi said: 9912 xin
1251 i Kar yana Na — Boser 8 s the same as geru’a, which is
the same as the white bean.

The Gemara interrupts to explain Rav Assi’s statement:
15y7 Ko 1257 Yis — Can it enter your mind to say that Rav
Assi means literally “the white bean”? Why, he is discussing
grapes, not beans! ya%7 Y193 1y xpx Xbx — Rather, say
that Rav Assi means that its size is like that of the white bean.
Rav Assi thus teaches that the terms boser and geru’a are
synonymous, and refer to developing grapes when they have
grown to the size of a white bean.

We see, then, from Rav Assi’s explanatory comment, that the
geru’a {or boser) stage mentioned in the Mishnah is a later stage
than the semadar stage (as the grape bud, when the blossoms first
fall off, is much smaller than a white bean). Accordingly, Rav
Shimi presents his challenge:

XY 90 1K 013 T 15 nynw (8 — Now, about whom have
you heard that he says that boser — yes, it is considered a fruit
— but a grape bud is not considered a fruit? 121 — You have
heard this about the Rabbis who dispute R’ Yose with regard to
orlah. Thus, it is their opinion — and not R’ Yose’s — which is

NOTES

14. [Rava postulates that a “fruit” is not classified as such until it ripens.
Hence, any “protector” — such as the caper husk — that falls off before
the ripening stage is not deemed “‘a protector of the fruit’’ and is thus
not subject to orlah. The neitz of a pomegranate, on the other hand, is
a protector of the fruit, since it is still on the pomegranate during the
ripening stage.]

15. The calyx is to the date what the husk is to the caper berry (Rashi).
[Both fall off the fruit prior to the ripening of the fruit.]

16. Who classifies dates as “fruit” even before they ripen. In his view,
then, the calyxes — which protect the unripened dates — are indeed
deemed “protectors of the fruit” (Rashi).

17. Orlah L:7.

18. That is, the developing grape after the blossoms fall off and each
grape is individually discernible (Rashi; see Shir HaShirim 2:13,15 and
7:13).

19. R’ Yose argues with the Tanna Kamma, who states earlier in the
Mishnah that the orlah prohibition does not apply to grape buds
[because they are not yet considered “fruits”].

20. And the halachah follows the Rabbis, the majority view (though Rav
Nachman rules differently). Therefore, Rava rightfully explains that the
caper husks are permitted because they fall off before the caper berry
ripens and are thus not considered protectors of the fruit (Rashi).

21. Sheviis 4:10.

22. Though there is a general prohibition against destroying fruit-
bearing trees (see Deuteronomy 20:19-20), it is permitted to cut them
down if they produce but a small amount of fruit, or if the wood of the
tree is more valuable than its fruit, in which case such cutting is not

considered “destructive” (see commentaries to Sheviis ad loc., and
Tosafos here). With regard to the shemittah [the seventh, “Sabbatical”
year], however, the Torah commands that the crops of Eretz Yisrael not
be cultivated, but only eaten (Leviticus 25:1-7). It emerges from this
command that during shemittah one may not cut fruit trees on which
young fruits are growing even under these normally permitted
circumstances. For by cutting the trees one destroys the fruit that is
growing on them [as he prevents them from maturing to the edible
stage]. This is a violation of the Torah’s directive (ibid. v. 6): And the
Sabbath produce of the land shall be yours “to eat,” which implies: but
not to destroy (see Rashi and Tosafos ). Once the fruits have matured to
the edible stage (defined in the Mishnah ibid.), though, the tree may be
cut under the normally permitted circumstances, as this no longer
prevents the fruits from being eaten (Mishnah ibid.).

Thus, during shemitiah a fruit tree may not be cut from the time its
budding fruits are classified as “fruit” until those fruits ripen. The
Mishnah now defines, with regard to various fruits trees, the points at
which the budding fruits are classified as “fruit.”

23. Rashi; cf. Rashi to Pesachim 52b wwywn .

24. [Beis Hillel hold that with regard to certain trees, the fruits must be
further developed for the prohibition against cutting the tree during
shemittah to apply.]

25. From when the tree appears to be forming chains of carob (Rashi)-
26. The Gemara below will define this size.
27. From when the neitz grows around the olives (Rashi).

28. The grape is called boser at a certain early stage of its development
(see, for example, Isaiah 18:5 and Jeremiah 31:28).
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36b° KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
reflected by this Mishnah in Sheviis.”™ nubwan b 2w unm
iy — Yet the Mishnah states that all the other trees may
not be cut during shemittah from when they bring forth the
incipient fruits, as this would constitute destroying shemiftah
fruits. Evidently, it is only with regard to grapes [and carobs and
olives] that the Rabbis do not consider the fruit bud to be a fruit.
But with regard to other fruits, such as the date and the caper
berry, the Rabbis agree with R’ Yose that the immature fruit is
considered a fruit from the moment it is brought forth. This
refutes Rava’s contention that the caper husk is not considered a
“protector of the fruit” because it falls from the berry before the
berry reaches the “fruit” stage! — ? -

Rava concedes this objection as well, and offers yet another

reason to account for why the caper husk is not considered a
“protector of the fruit”: '
X321 "mx K% — Rather, Rava said:  "miw ni 1 ko
m2% — In what case do we say that it [something protecting the
fruit] is deemed a “protector of the fruit”? m% nbpw I XD
X8 Ny vy — Inacase where if you remove the protector,
the fruit dies. x7 rm X5 mb nbpw 3 xog — Here, in the
case of the caper husk, however, if you remove it the fruit does
not die.®”

The Gemara adds:

N7 ma — There was an incident  wan xyinn7 yay mbpwn
K37 — where they removed the neitz of a pomegranate and
the pomegranate withered, nwpu) xpwray KoY Mbpws
Knw — and they removed the husk of the caper berry and
the berry survived.®"

In conclusion:®#?

(WX 27 12 103 ’kn2%M — And the halachah accords with Mar
bar Rav Ashi, pU™MbpT nx b1K) nukaxy nx prry — whe
would discard the caper berries of orlah and eat the husks.?
w1 ®7 kY nbvy %1 — And since with regard to orlah
they [the husks] are not classified as fruits of the tree, 2%

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

31273 X718 1KY M3 1373 — with regard to the laws of blessings
as well they are not classified as fruits of the tree, 12730 &%)
T M8 X793 KN YYT M9 X713 Yy ~ and we do not recite
on them the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the tree,
but rather the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the
ground.®)

The Gemara cites an Amoraic dispute regarding the blessing on
peppers:
babn — Regarding the blessing on pepper berries,®™ nyhy 24
Yanw "y — Rav Sheishess says: One recites that everything
came into being through His word.®® o153 x5 " 831 — Rava
says: One recites nothing at all.®”  mwayub x39 x71%) — And in
ruling so, Rava follows his opinion expressed elsewhere as well,
K37 7 — For Rava said elsewhere: 171937 w2 voe%s oy
1105 — One who chews and swallows® pepper berries on Yom
Kippur is exempt.” 1303 1827 xpit3 852331 03 — Similarly,
one who chews and swallows ginger on Yom Kippur is exempt,
Just as Rava does not consider the consumption of pepper berries
to be “‘eating” with regard to liability for eating on Yom Kippur,
so too does he not consider it “eating” with regard to the laws of
blessings, and he rules that one does not recite any blessing when
“eating” pepper berries.

The Gemara challenges Rava’s ruling:
2':nm — They challenged Rava’s ruling that the pepper berry is
considered inedible from a Baraisa, which states: xpwamg
anix — R’ MEIR WOULD SAY:  inYy onbayl, nnxiw yovm
M8°ny¥ — FROM THE IMPLICATION OF THAT WHICH IS STATED:
YOU SHALL TREAT ITS FRUIT ASFORBIDDEN, ™ Sayn yyw y1iv 1R
K¥1 — DO INOT ENOW THAT IT IS speaking about A FOOD TREE?4!
#5axy yy,, mt® mbn ;m Kb — THEN WHAT DOES THE TORAH
mean to TEACH BY STATING explicitly: “FOOD” TREE?  yy xwapb
My 191 ¥y oyow ~ It comes TO INCLUDE in this law A TREE

WINK) — AND

WHOSE WOOD AND FRUIT ARE EQUAL IN TASTE.1?

NOTES

29. [Were it not for Rav Assi’s statement, however, one could suggest
that the geru’a is the same as the grape bud, and that this Mishnah does
reflect R’ Yose’s opinion (Rashi to Pesachim 53a).]

30. Rava now maintains that a covering can be deemed a “‘protector of
the fruit” only if its presence is essential to the viability of the fruit.
While this is true of the date calyxes and the pomegranate neitz, it is not
true of the caper husk (as the Gemara will soon show), which is why it
does not qualify as a “protector of the fruit.”

31. [Above (36a), Rashi explained that the word xiqs refers to the caper
berry, whereas here it apparently refers to the caper husk. Rashash
there addresses this issue, and also observes that the reading of Aruch
here is: Knw1a w1y RO KYNS AP, one removed the protector of the
berry and the fruit matured (see Peirush HaRashbatz to end of 36a).
According to this reading, the word xi7s here as well refers to the
berry.]

32. The following segment appears in parentheses in our editions. The
Rishonim note that it is not part of the actual Talmudic text, but rather
the Geonic ruling of the Baal Halachos Gedolos which became
incorporated into the text (see Rosh and Rabbeinu Yonah ).

33. In consideration of R’ Akiva’s opinion (above, 36a) that the caper
berry husks are not classified as “fruits of the tree.”

34. Some Rishonim (see Tosafos and Rosh) reject this Geonic ruling,
arguing that it is only with regard to orlah outside Eretz Yisrael that
Mar bar Rav Ashi adopts the lenient position and follows R’ Akiva (see,
though, 36a note 44). Since with regard to orlah in Eretz Yisrael,
however, the halachah follows R’ Eliezer, who does consider the caper
husk to be a fruit, that is the position we follow with regard to blessings,
and we recite ha’eifz on the caper husk — both in Eretz Yisrael and
outside of it — as ruled by the Baraisa cited on 36a. Rabbeinu Yonah,
however, maintains that the halachah follows R’ Eliezer in Eretz
Yisrael not because the matter is conclusively decided in favor of his
view, but because the matter remains one of uncertainty and we must

therefore adopt the stringent position with regard to Biblical law. And
since the matter is one of uncertainty, we should indeed recite
haadamah on the caper husk (as the Geonim rule), because even those
who consider the husk a fruit agree that if one recited Aaadamah on it,
he has fulfilled his obligation (as taught by the Mishnah below, 40a).
Rambam (Hil. Maaser Sheni 10:3) rules in accordance with R’ Akiva
(that the husk is not a fruit) even with regard to the Biblically
prohibited orlah in Eretz Yisrael (and this appears to be Rif’s ruling as
well — see Tzlach; cf. Rabbeinu Yonah). According to his ruling, it is
definite that haadamah is the proper blessing to be recited on caper
husks. See Orach Chaim 202:6, and Beur HaGra there and Beur
HaGra, Yoreh Deah 294:1; see also 36a note 44 and Divrei David cited
there.

35. The reference here is to those peppers that are used as spices rather
than eaten plain, and not to peppers generally eaten as vegetables.

As the Gemara below concludes, the dispute here is with regard to the
blessing on dried pepper berries (see Rabbeinu Chananel).

36. Rav Sheishess considers the dry pepper berry [when eaten as is] to
be changed for the worse from its original state. Hence, its blessing is
shehakol, as Rav Nachman said above with regard to wheat flour [see
36a notes 9 and 10] (Ramban ).

37. For Rava considers the pepper berry by itself to be inedible.
38. An abnormal eating is referred to as np"93, chewing (Rashi).

39. He does not thereby incur kares (excision) which is the punish-
ment for “eating” on Yom Kippur (Rashi; see Leviticus 23:29; Kereisos
2a).

40. Leviticus 19:23. The verse reads: When you will come to the land and
plant any food tree, you shall treat its fruit as forbidden — for threeyears
they shall be forbidden to you, they shall not be eaten.

41. The modifier “food” is apparently superfluous, as it is evident from
the context of the passage that a food tree is meant.
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36b* KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

WHICH tree IS IT?  1'98%87 7y — THIS IS THE PEPPER tree.
PEPPERS ARE SUBJECT TO ORLAH."  Sxqin yax pxw qmbh
mb3 1100 — AND it also comes TO TEACH YOU THAT THE LAND OF
ISRAEL IS NOT LACKING ANYTHING, XY qwWx yax,, "mxw
713 93 7onn-xb onY n3 YaXN N9oR3 — ASITIS STATED: A LAND
IN WHICH YOU WILL EAT BREAD WITHOUT POVERTY, YOU WILL NOT
LACK ANYTHING IN IT."4 Evidently, pepper berries are edible;
otherwise, the orlah prohibition would not apply to them. Does
this not contradict Rava’s ruling that one who eats pepper berries
on Yom Kippur is exempt?

The Gemara answers:
xwp kY — It is not difficult. xp3'w9a xi — This Baraisa,
which considers the pepper berry a “food” to which the laws of
orlah apply, deals with moist [i.e. fresh] pepper berries, xi1
xpnwaa — whereas this ruling of Rava, which considers it
inedible, deals with dry pepper berries, which are used as spices
and are not fit to be eaten alone.

The Gemara now challenges Rava’s second ruling:
qmrnY 1337 Y rix — The Rabbis said to Mereimar: o3
LY M7 Kpia xovman — Did Rava really say that one who
chews and swallows ginger on Yom Kippur is exempt, because
itisinedible? x37 "X XM — Why, Rava said elsewhere: &
NP eyt an xnxy xnbun — This electuary that comes
from the land of the Hindus"9 is permitted,*” by patam
RN ™5 X113 — and we recite on it the blessing the One Who
creates the fruit of the ground. Evidently, Rava does consider
raw ginger edible, as he does not forbid the cooked paste as “food
cooked by a gentile,”#8 — 7 —

The Gemara answers:
xwgp X5 — It is not difficult. xp3w9a & — This second
ruling of Rava, which considers raw ginger edible, deals with
moist ginger, NXRWaM X7 — whereas this first ruling of Rava,
which considers ginger inedible, deals with dry ginger.

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

The Gemara cites an Amoraic dispute regarding the blessing to
be recited on certain other foods:
777 y*20 — Regarding the blessing on potted chavitz,* 1y
Xp1 — and similarly, regarding the blessing on daissa,®™ 34
anx 7 — Rav Yehudah says: 173713 mm 5209 — One
recites that everything came into being through His word. 24
7K X372 — But Rav Kahana says:  nisimg wm X913 — One
recites the One Who creates species of sustenance.™

The Gemara explains the case that is in dispute:
XT3 Xpw12 — Regarding plain daissa, w99 &Y xnby v
nixive " X917 — all agree that one recites the One Who
creates species of sustenance. 95 v» — When do they
disagree? M7 Y120 1Y K1 — With regard to daissa that
is made similar to potted chavitz, in that it is mixed and cooked
with a large amount of honey. Yaaw =mx T¥m 31 — Rav
Yehudah says that one recites that everything came into being
through His word, 9pw XwarT 120 — because he holds the
honey to be the primary ingredient of this food." x X332
nizim 1w x93 — Rav Kahana says that one recites the One
Who creates species of sustenance, 1p'y KTmD 13 — because
he holds the flour to be the primary ingredient.®*
not* 31 K — Rav Yosef said:  Xqanon xama oyt — It
seems more reasonable to rule in accordance with Rav
Kahana in this matter. ¥™M1n ™pXT YxMEYY 377 — For Rav
and Shmuel both say: i nwnm i3 v b3 — In the case of
any food that contains something of the five species of grain,’%
nizimg Wi X793 vHY 23R — we recite on it the blessing the
One Who creates species of sustenance.

The Gemara now turns its attention to the ruling of Rav and

Shmuel just quoted:
xpu — [The text] itself stated: wmp a7 Hxmwsy a1 —
Rav and Shmuel both say: i nefnnn i3 v 53 — In the

case of any food that contains something of the five species of

NOTES

42. The term food tree is expounded as teaching that the orlah
prohibition applies even to the fruit of that tree whose wood is itself a
kind of food, as it tastes like its fruit.

43. Were it not for this special Scriptural indication, one would have
thought that the pepper is classified as a “vegetable” rather than a
“tree’”” and is thus not subject to orlah (Rashi to Succah 35a yarn v
79y3; f. Tosafos there).

44. Deuteronomy 8:9. And Leviticus 19:23, which speaks of planting
“food trees” (i.e. peppers) in Eretz Yisrael, teaches us that you will not
lack anything includes peppers (Rashi to Succah 35a; see Sifsei
Chachamim here).

45. A paste made with ground ginger and honey (see Rashi to Yoma 81b;
see also Rabbeinu Yonah here and Mordechai §116).

46. Rashi renders "x1y1 as Cushim (see also Rashi to Yoma 81b), which
is usually translated as Ethiopians. Many scholars, though, identify the
Cush mentioned in Scripture as an area in the vicinity of present-day
India. This appears to be the opinion of Rashi in Succah 36a 1> xit v
W5 Xim, where he states that Cush is closer to Bavel than it is to Eretz
Yisrael. See also Schottenstein ed. of Megillah, 11a note 60. (See also
Rashi to Avodah Zarah 16a kvt K51pa 7+, who renders [T as
India.)

47. It is not forbidden as “food cooked by a gentile” {133 Yw/3] nor is
there the concern that it absorbed non-kosher flavors when cooked in
the Hindu’s utensils (Rashi).

In order to erect a barrier against excessive socializing with gentiles,
which might lead to intermarriage, the Rabbis forbade Jews to eat food
cooked by a gentile (see Mishnah, Avodah Zarah 35b and Rashi there).
This prohibition does not apply, however, to foods that can be eaten raw
(see Avodah Zarah 38a). Rava rules that ginger can be eaten raw, and
the ginger electuary cooked by a gentile, therefore, is not forbidden as
“food cooked by a gentile” (Rashi to Yoma 81b).

There is no concern that the ginger electuary absorbed non-kosher
flavors from the utensils used in its preparation, because the manufac-
turers generally prepare the electuary with utensils reserved exclu-
sively for such use. Alternatively, even if standard utensils were used,
they are assumed not to have been used previously on that day [see
Tosafos to Avodah Zarah 38b owi 'x i1, who explain the rationale], in
which case whatever non-kosher flavors they might have absorbed
previously are already rancid when the new food is cooked in it. And
there is also no concern that the gentile mixed in wine or other
forbidden substances, since a manufacturer would not do so for fear of
compromising his reputation (Mordechai §116).

48. Rashi to Yoma loc. cit.

49. [Literally: congelation of the pot.] Chavitz is a porridge made of
flour, honey and oil (see Rashi). [Rashi remarks that this explanation
appears in the text below. The passage Rashi refers to is absent from
our texts (see also Aruch qwmak 'y with Mussaf HaAruch ), but appears
in other editions as a marginal addition from Halachos Gedolos (see
Dikdukei Soferim to 37a and §30 there). The word »wmax (read:
Twrax — see Dikdukei Soferim loc. cit.) in Rashi is an Aramaic word
used in the passage referred to by Rashi. ]

50. This is a porridge made of coarse wheat grits, the wheat being
pounded in a mortar rather than ground into flour (see Rashi).

51. See 35b notes 38 and 39.
52. The honey is the main ingredient [by volume]. Alternatively, one
eats this dish primarily for its honey content, and the flour is added

simply to flavor and enhance it (see Rashba [printed in some editions on
37b]).

53. Rav Kahana holds that wherever flour is mixed into a dish to
enhance it (and not merely as a binder), the flour is considered the
primary food, as Rav and Shmuel rule below (Rashba here and to 37h).

54. See 35b note 38.
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36b5 KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
grain, nuiMm um K13 vhy 1rIYan — we recite on it the
blessing the One Who creates species of sustenance. RN
-1 — And it was also stated: ™R MR Syt a1 — Rav
and Shmuel both say: wma nwpgn RY 53 — In the case of
any food that is of the five species of grain, X713 »hy pa1an
nuatm WM — we recite on it the blessing the One Who creates
species of sustenance.
The Gemara explains the need for these seemingly identical
rulings:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

R2m¥1 — And it was necessary for Rav and Shmuel to teach us
both rulings. Nymy > yryRwx w7 — For if he [ie. Rav and
Shmuel] had taught us only the rule that mezonos is recited on
“any food that is of the five species,” Kynx MmO — I might
have said that mezonos is recited . mpya MMIKT DWH — only
because it [the grain] is present in its pure form.5™ v by bax
&5 niaingn — But where the grain is present only as part of a
mixture,! I would say that the grain is not considered primary
and mezonos is not recited.

NOTES

55. [Le. it is the primary component (by volume) of the food, and all
other elements are merely subordinate (see Rosh §7 and Maadanei Yom

Tov there §6).1
56. [And the grain is but a minority component of the mixture.]



KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

T2 ynun Rp ~ Therefore, he [i.e. Rav and Shmuel] teaches us as
: well that mezonos is recited on i3 Wi 53 — “any food that
contains something of the five species of grain,” even though the
grain is but a minority component.™ i3 Wiy 5> ynws Wy -
And if he [i.e. Rav and Shmuel] had taught us only the rule that
.mezonos is recited on “any food that eontains something of the
.five species of grain,”®  xamK M7 — I might have said on the
‘basis of this ruling alone as follows: X DwmE nYRR 13 vy 53
— On any food that contains something of the five species —
yes, we recite mezonos — even though the grain is but a minority
component; X5y 1K bax — but on a similar food contain-
ing orez or dochan as its grain,® — no, we do not recite mezonos,
n3iyn ™ Sy7 own — because it is present only as part of a
mixture and not in its pure form. My M Sax — But if it
[theorez or dochan]is present in its pure form, 17X 19DK XY
") 11T — then we would say even with regard to orez and
dochan, too, nizim WM X193 1Hy 9n — that we recite on
it the blessing the One Who creates species of sustenance,'®)
12 yownp — Therefore, he [i.e. Rav and Shmuel] teaches us the
ruling of numaR NYH XY 53 — any food that is of the five
species —  nizing wm K182 vHY 127297 K — it is on it alone
that we recite the blessing the One Who creates species of
sustenance.®) 1) 1IN pmxY — This is to exclude orez or
dochan, myya MR oK1 — for even if it is present in its
pure form, nidimy Wm X793 P73 XY — we do not recite on
it the blessing the One Who creates species of sustenance.
The Gemara asks:
nizim 1m 813 103920 K5 (i1 1INy — Butisit so that onorez
[and dochan] we do not recite the blessing the One Who
creates species of sustenance? Xnn7 — Why, it was taught in
a Baraisa: 7 N9 IR np wg’g kMR —~ If THEY BROUGHT
BEFORE HIM OREZ BREAD OR DOCHAN BREAD, 1onn mby 71an
777 YN nivl — HE RECITES ON IT A BLESSING AT THE
BEGINNING, before eating, AND AT THE END, after eating, AS one
does when eating PORRIDGE made from one of the five species of

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 37a!
grain. XuR TR Nwyn 132) — And regarding porridge made
from one of the five species of grain, it was taught in a Baraisa:
nizitg W X793 why 720 7PNN2 — AT THE BEGINNING, before
eating, ONE RECITES ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATES
SPECIES OF SUSTENANCE, W5 1ym nix 1333 vhy 710n gieah
— AND AT THE END, after eating, ONE RECITES ON IT THE ONE-
BLESSING ABRIDGMENT OF THREE.®! — ? —
The Gemara answers:
TR MWD KDY nwynd —~ When the first Baraisa likensorez
bread and dochan bread to porridge, it does not mean to equate
them entirely. Rather, it means that they are like porridge yet
unlike porridge. 9o} 7R VoY P17 1YIR Nwyn? — They
are like porridge in that we recite on it at the beginning and at
the end ablessing different from the one recited onbread.”  x%
1 wyn) — Yet they are unlike porridge  1171p nivyna by
— in that whereas in the case of porridge 1y x7ia nhnna
nim — at the beginning one recites the One Who creates
species of sustenance WHSW Pyn nnx 73 pivabs — and at the
end one recites the one-blessing abridgment of three, )
X311 — here, in the case of orez and dochan bread, on the other
hand, 11372 i Yoy »hy 113 nhna — at the beginning
one recites on it the blessing that everything came into being
through His word, 53 by 13i0m nian niwn) x93 givan
X72¥ — and at the end one recites the One Who creates
numerous living things and their deficiencies; for all that He
has created etc.®)
The Gemara persists:

R 7177 Mivyn RS 1iX) — But is a cooked orez dish not con-
sidered like actual grain porridge with regard to its blessing?
xnunm — Why, it was taught in a Baraisa: 71 nwyn 17 %X
— THESE ARE the PORRIDGES on which one recites mezonos and
Al HaMichyah:® xpYm — A porridge made of GRITSI% SPLIT
INTOHALVES, 010 — or of GRITS SPLITINTO THIRDS, n’%io —
or of FINE FLOUR,™ 1)y — or of GRITS SPLIT INTO QUARTERS,
19I¥1 — OR of GRITS SPLITINTO FIFTHS,2  Y7iX] — OR of OREZ. !

NOTES

1. Because of its significance, the grain is automatically considered the
primary ingredient, and the blessing is therefore recited on it (see
Rashba here, and 36b note 53).

2. Seemingly, this ruling alone would have been sufficient, for if mezonos
is recited on any dish containing one of the five species, certainly it is
recited on a dish that is made primarily of such grain. Why, then, did
they state the second ruling?

3. Rashi here translates orez as “millet,” and dochan as “panic grass.”
Tosafos, however, identify orez as “rice” [which is the generally
accepted definition (Beis Yosef, Orach Chaim 208 ans 191 1327 wni v
1KR3; Mishnah Berurah 208:25)}, and dochan as “millet.”

4. That is, we might have thought that Rav and Shmuel specify the “five
species of grain” because those are the only grains that are considered
the primary food with regard to blessings even if they are a minority
component. Orez and dochan, however, are not that significant that they
should be considered primary when they are but a minority component
of a much larger mixture. But if they are indeed the sole or primary
component of a food (“in its pure form”), then indeed one would recite
mezonos when eating them.

5. Which is the prior blessing instituted for 1im, a term that denotes a
primary source of sustenance (see 35b note 39).

6. This is Al HaMichyah, which is a one-blessing abridgment that
synopsizes the three Biblically indicated blessings of Bircas HaMazon
[as well as the fourth, Rabbinically ordained, blessing of HaTov
VeHaMeitiv] (see Rashi, and Gemara below, 44a).

7. And the main thrust of the Baraisa’s comparison to porridge is to
teach us that one does not recite hamoizi or Bircas HaMazon on orez
bread or dochan bread [for it does not have the status of ‘“bread’” but
rather of porridge and the like] (see Pnei Yehoshua; see also Tzlach and
Meromet Sadeh; see also Chidushei HaGra).

8. This is the general blessing (Borei Nefashos) said after all foods other
than those for which the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon or the
one-blessing abridgment of three is recited (see Gemara 44b and Orach
Chaim 207).

Tosafos explain the expressions in this blessing as follows: “Their
deficiencies” refers to those things that supply a creature’s fundamental
needs, such as bread and water. “All that He created . . .” refers to the
extras, such as apples and similar fruits, that are not essential for life
but which God created for His creatures to enjoy. [Rashba (Teshuvos
§823), however, explains 131191, their deficiencies, as referring to the
needs themselves rather than to that which supplies those needs, and is
apparently the source for the alternative explanation cited in Tur,
Orach Chaim 207; see there for the exact text of the full blessing.]

9. See Rashi.

10. Of wheat [or one of the other species of grain)] (see Rashi here, and
above P Awyna ).

11. [Although it is indeed true that one recites mezonos on a porridge
made of fine flour, its inclusion here seems out of order. See Hagahos
HaBach who deletes it from the text. See also Dikdukei Soferim.]

12. Rabbeinu Yonah here (folio 26a, top) asserts that mezonos is recited
on grain porridges only if the kernels are split and thus bind together in
cooking. Where the kernels are whole and do not bind together in
cooking, however, haadamah is recited, just as the Baraisa below rules
with regard to raw kernels (see also Rabbeinu Yonah’s remarks further
on, end of pwyw nom i1; see also Tosafos, end of oo 7). [This
assertion is actually found in a passage of Halachos Gedolos that
appears in some Talmud manuscripts as a marginal note — see above,
36b note 49.] See further on this matter in Magen Avraham 208:2 and
Mishnah Berurah 208:4.

13. That is similarly processed (see details in Orach Chaim 208:7 with
Beur Halachah ynniw Ty ).
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

Thus, we see that one does recite the grain porridge blessing on
orez porridge! — ? —
The Gemara answers:
1y X1 — Whose authorship is reflected in this Baraisa? japinan
xn ¥ 12 — It is authored by R’ Yochanan ben Nuri, who
considers orez a grain like the five species. X2n7 — For it was
taught in aBaraisa: 231X 71 13 1371 137 — R’ YOCHANAN BEN
NURI SAYS: N1 137 ' 1'1iK — OREZ IS A SPECIES OF GRAIN like
the five species, 112 1¥1aT By 2271 — AND ONE IS LIABLE TO
KARES FOR EATING ITS CHAMETZ on Pesach, ™1 12 Xy o
fpo3 iN39 — ANDA PERSON CAN FULFILL WITH IT HIS OBLIGATION
toeat matzah ONPESACH  RY 132153 — But the Rabbis hold
that one does mnot recite the grain-porridge blessing on rice
porridge, for they do not consider rice a grain like the five
species.[']
The Gemara persists:

x5 13311 — But do the Rabbis hold that mezonos is not recited on
cooked or baked orez? xuniyy — Why, it was taught in a
Baraisa: 1N NX VPR — ONE WHO CHEWS and swallowst!
raw WHEAT 1IN ™12 K793 by 7790 — RECITES ON IT THE
BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND.
nbway Axox mnp — If HE GROUND IT into flour, BAKED IT into
bread AND then COOKED IT in a pot, the law is as follows: o123
ninMpP NYOYIDIY —~ WHEN THE PIECES of bread ARE INTACT, ! it is
still considered “bread” and therefore  xvwing by 1R Hnna
Y 1K1 0 0nY — AT THE BEGINNING HE RECITES ON ITTHE BLESSING
THE ONE WHO BRINGS FORTH BREAD FROM THE EARTH, tivah
nin7a whY mby 793n ~ AND AT THE END HE RECITES ON IT the
THREE BLESSINGS of Bircas HoMozon. ninp nioMeaPRoR —
IF THE PIECES of bread ARE NOT INTACT any longer, having
dissolved in cooking, it is no longer considered “bread” and
therefore nitim wm N7 by 71an abnna - AT THE
BEGINNING HE RECITES ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CRE-
ATES SPECIES OF SUSTENANCE, 11y NN 1273 Y 1130 givat
WY — AND AT THE END HE RECITES ON IT THE ONE-BLESSING
ABRIDGMENT OF THREE.'8!  17iNj} Nit 0Diaiy — ONE WHO CHEWS

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 37a?

and swallows raw OREZ )N ™5 X193 19 772% — RECITES
ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATES THE FRUIT OF THE
GROUND. 19W21iNDK 1y — If HE GROUND IT into flour, BAKED
IT into orez bread AND then COOKED IT in a pot, '» Sy fux
ninvp noMEIY — EVEN THOUGH THE PIECES of the orez bread
ARE INTACT and it is therefore still considered orez ‘“bread,”
nuim wm X192 by 779 obnn — AT THE BEGINNING HE
RECITES UPON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATES SPECIES OF
SUSTENANCE, WHW Pyn nix 273 ¥oy 1720 niva% — AND AT
THE END HE RECITES ON IT THE ONE-BLESSING ABRIDGMENT OF
THREE. "W» — Now whoese authorship is reflected in this
Baraisa, which states that mezonos is recited on orez bread (“even
though the pieces are still intact’”)? X3 ™31 12 Jamir 137 NP
— If you wish to say that it is authored by R’ Yochanan ben Nuri,
N3 137 ™ 1IN 10RT — who says that orez is a species of grain
like the five species, 2113 W3 NI 2 WhHY yax 1o Db Noying
~ this cannot be, because in his view one would have to recite
the blessing the One Who brings forth bread from the earth
beforehand and the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon after-
wards even in the case of orez bread that was cooked (provided that
its pieces remained intact).™® N1 1337 XY NPy — Is it not,
rather, clearly authored by the Rabbis, who rule that orez is not
a grain like the five species,®” and yet the Baraisa states that one
recites mezonos on orez bread!™  Sxmwi 277 kp2vm — And it
thus represents a refutation to the ruling of Rav and Shmuel,
who say that mezonos is recited only on the five species of grain.
The Gemara concludes: Xnparn — Indeed, it is a refutation.’??

The Gemara now analyzes the Baraisa just cited:
7 K — The master stated in the Baraisa:  npni nys opian —
ONE WHO CHEWS and swallows raw WHEAT ™9 8713 by 71730
YINT — RECITES ON ITTHE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATESTHE
FRUIT OF THE GROUND.

The Gemara asks:
xnnm — But it was tanght in a different Baraisa: » K72
oy7r — One who chews and swallows raw wheat recites the

NOTES

14. One can fulfill his obligation to eat matzah on the first night of
Pesach by eating orez matzah.

R’ Yochanan ben Nuri holds that orez is as much a grain as the five

species, and all the laws applying to those five species (see Chellah
1:1-2) apply to orez as well. Accordingly, one would recite hamotzi and
Bircas HaMazon on orez bread, and mezonos and Al HaMichyah on orez
porridge.
15. And Rav and Shmuel’s ruling, excluding orez and dochan from the
blessings instituted for the five species of grain, was said in accordance
with the majority view of the Rabbis who dispute R’ Yochanan ben Nuri
(see Challah 1:4, 3:7, and Pesachim 35a).

16. See 36b note 38.

17. That is, they did not dissolve as a result of cooking (Rashi, see 37b
note 34). Some explain “the pieces are intact” to mean that they remain
firm enough so that they can be taken out without falling apart
(Tosafos). [Other Rishonim, however, explain this to mean that the
bread did not break up into pieces less than the size of an olive (see
Rabbeinu Yonah, citing Yerushalmi; Tosafos to 3Tb xyn i17; see also
Orach Chaim 168:10, and below, 37b note 14).]

18. [As one would make on a porridge made of the five grains.]
19. For in his view, orez is a grain just like the five grains.

20. Which precludes orez bread from being classified as bread on which
hamotzi and Bircas HaMazon are recited.

21. [For although orez is not a grain like the five species, it does,
nevertheless, satisfy one’s hunger and provide basic sustenance like the
grains, Therefore, the blessing the One Who creaias species of suste-
nance is appropriate. (See Meromei Sadeh. )] '

22. In practice, then, we follow the Baraisa and recite mezonos on

cooked rice. [Though the Baraisa speaks of a case in which the orez was
first made into bread, the same would apply even if it was prepared as
a porridge to begin with. This is indicated by the Baraisa’s statement
that mezonos is recited “even though the pieces of orez bread are
intact.” This implies that the same applies if they have dissolved, which
is no better than orez made into porridge to begin with (Beis Yosef,
Orach Chaim 208 yvx 531xi1 177).]

Though the Baraisa also states that Al HaMichyah is recited after
eating cooked rice, the Gemara below will emend that ruling of the
Baraisa.

Rif notes that this Baraisa (which states that mezonos is recited on
orez bread) refutes only the second ruling of Rav and Shmuel (“any-
thing that is from the five species . . .,”” which implies that mezonos is
not recited on a dish made of orez or dochan). But the Baraisa does not
refute their first ruling (“anything that contains something of the five
species . ..,” which implies that mezonos is not recited on foods that
contain orez or dochan as a minority ingredient). The Baraisa states
only that mezonos is recited on a food made primarily of orez. With
regard to a food that simply contains some orez, we remain with Rav
and Shmuel’s first ruling, which indicates that mezoros is not recited on
it. See Magen Avraham 208:11.

Tosafos (Xxnavn 1) also note that the Baraisa refutes Rav and
Shmuel’s position only with regard to orez. The Baraisa says nothing,
however, about dochan, and it may be that the halachah indeed follows
Rav and Shmuel with regard to mezonos not being recited on dockan.
This is indeed the view of Rif, and Rambam, Hil. Berachos 3:10. See,
however, Rabbeinu Yonah and Rosh §8, who maintain that dochan is
equated with orez; thus, just as one recites mezoros on orez (as stated in
the Baraisa), so too on dochan. See Orach Chaim 208:8 and Beur
Halachah there.
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

blessing THE ONE WHO CREATES SPECIES OF SEEDS. — 7 —
The Gemara answers:

xwp XY — It is not difficult. n7¥? *27 x7 — This second
Baraisa, which rules that the blessing for wheat kernels is the One
Who creates species of seeds, follows R’ Yehudah, who requires a
greater specificity of blessings.® 1337 R — And this first
Baraisa, which rules that headamah is recited on wheat ker-
nels, follows the Rabbis, who maintain that the general
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the ground suffices for
all fruits of the ground. 1n7 — As we learned in the
Mishnah:®  [pIx7 ™2 X793 MR nipy Sy — AND ON
VEGETABLES ONE SAYS the blessing: THE ONE WHO CREATES THE
FRUIT OF THE GROUND. B’S\?:l wWH X7 NIR g - R
YEHUDAH SAYS one recites: THE ONE WHO CREATES SPECIES OF
HERBAGE. !

The Gemara further analyzes the Baraisa cited above:
1n mx — The master stated in the Baraisa:  171Xi7 nx opisn —
ONE WHO CHEWS and swallows raw OREZ ™35 X213 1y yan
MR — RECITES ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CREATES
THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND.  19%21 iXDX 130 — If HE GROUND IT
into flour, BAKED IT into orez bread AND then COOKEDIT, by hx
ninmp nioSY 1 — EVEN THOUGH THE PIECES of the orez bread
ARE INTACT, ninrp ' X7 vhHy 779%» nbnn2a ~ AT THE
BEGINNING HE RECITES ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO
CREATES SPECIES OF SUSTENANCE, WS Dyn ninx 11972 nivah
— AND AT THE END he recites THE ONE-BLESSING ABRIDGMENT OF
THREE.

The Gemara asks:
xXunm — But it was taught in a different Baraisa regarding this
very case of orez: D2 K9 niva% — AT THE END one recites
NOTHING AT ALL.28) — ? —

The Gemara answers:
nyw 27 9px — Rav Sheishess said:  xwp X5 — It is net
difficalt. 5x'on3 121 xi3 — This Baraisa which rules that the

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 37a3

one-blessing abridgment of three is recited after orez is the
opinion of Rabban Gamliel, . 1327 x71 — whereas this Baraisa
which rules that “nothing at all” is recited after orez is the opin-
ion of the Rabbis, who dispute him in the following Baraisa:©?"
xnn7 — For it was taught in a Baraisa: 5920y — THISIS THE
RULE: DM nyawn Xy b3 — Regarding the blessing to be
recited after eating ANY food THAT IS OF THE SEVEN SPECIES, %!
Tm8x biobins 121 — RABBAN GAMLIEL SAYS:  Nin9a wbw — One
recites the THREE BLESSINGS of Bircas HaMazon. tam
D™MIR — BUT THE SAGES SAY: wbw pyp nox 1372 — One
recites the ONE-BLESSING ABRIDGMENT OF THREE.Z  nipym
onptm Sxona 1299 — AND there was AN INCIDENT INVOLVING
RABBAN GAMLIEL AND THEELDERS,  inv1va mbya paon wnw —
WHO WERE RECLININGS” IN AN UPPER STORY IN JERICHO, IN™3i)
'bax1 niapis oY — AND THEY BROUGHT BEFORE THEM
DATESI AND THEY ATE, 7137 KRy 377 niw bwbna 121 109)
~ AND RABBAN GAMLIEL GAVE R’ AKIVA PERMISSION TO RECITE
THE BLESSING after eating.®? nnx 1993 Ky 17 772 yop
whHY pyn ~ R AKIVA HASTENED TO RECITE® (without consulting
Rabban Gamliel) THE ONE-BLESSING ABRIDGMENT OF THREE, in
keeping with the Sages’ view and in contrast to that of Rabban
Gamliel. 5x5na 139 ™Y KX — RABBAN GAMLIEL SAID TO HIM
inrebuke: npivIMRIT P2 PR 0UDR THNK NN Y RIPY — AKIVA!
UNTIL WHEN WILL YOU continue to POKE YOUR HEAD INTO a matter
of DISPUTE between me and my colleagues?® b =y — R’
AKIVAISAIDTOHIM: DY niN J1 2 12 W0ix nnxy » by gx ivan
12 — OUR MASTER, EVEN THOUGH YOU SAY THUS AND YOUR
COLLEAGUES SAY THUS, ov313 nab a1 mm uvan npmb —
YOU HAVE TAUGHT US, OUR MASTER, that in matters of dispute
between AN INDIVIDUAL AND A MAJORITY, THE HALACHAH AC-
CORDS WITH THE MAJORITY.
The Baraisa continues:

s IR M 37 — R’ YEHUDAH SAYS IN [RABBAN GAMLIEL'S]
NAME:B  mwmit nyawn xaw by — After eating ANY food THAT
IS OF THE SEVEN SPECIES

NOTES

23. “Fruits of the ground” is a general category that also includes the
subcategories oy}, seeds [e.g. grains and legumes, whose seeds are
eaten, rather than the plant itself] and mp, herbage [in whose case the
plant itself is eaten] (see 35a note 8). R’ Yehudah holds in our Mishnah
(as the Gemara will soon cite) that the herbage subcategory requires its
own blessing, because (as the Gemara explains on 40a) he requires a
specific blessing for a subcategory. Similarly, he holds that the seeds sub-
category requires the specific blessing the®ne Who creates species of
seeds (see Rashi).

24. Above, 35a.

25. The Rabbis, who do not require so great a specificity of blessings and
therefore state in the Mishnah that the more general the One Who
creates the fruit of the ground is the blessing instituted for the subcate-
gory of herbage, would also hold that this is the blessing recited on the
subcategory of seeds. R’ Yehudah, who states in the Mishnah that the
more specific blessing the One Who creates species of herbage was insti-
tuted for the subcategory of herbage, would also hold that the more
specific blessing the One Who creates species of seeds was instituted for
the subcategory of seeds.

26. Le. one recites nothing at all of the blessing instituted for the fruits
for which Eretz Yisrael is praised [i.e. the three blessings of Bircas
HaMazon or the one-blessing abridgment of three]. Rather, one recites
afterwards simply the Borei Nefashos blessing, as one does after other
foods that are not among the seven species for which Eretz Yisrael is
praised (Rashi; cf. Teshuvos HaRashba §823, who presents a different
explanation of why Borei Nefashos is called “nothing at all”).

27. [That the dispute between Rabban Gamliel and the Rabbis pertains
to the after-blessing for orez emerges at the end of the Baraisa.)
28. For which Eretz Yisrael is praised in Deuteronomy 8:8. These are:
wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, oil olives and dates.
29. This dispute between Rabban Gamliel and the Sages is also recorded
in the Mishnah below, 44a (see Gemara there, where the dispute is
explained). .
30. In Talmudic times, people ate their meals in a reclining position.
Rabban Gamliel and the Elders were reclining and waiting for the food
to be served.
31. Dates are the “honey” listed among the seven species [see note 28]
(Rashi).

[Jericho was “the city of dates,” as stated in Judges 1:16 [see Targum
ad loc.] (Sifsei Chachamim).]
32. That is, to be the one to recite the blessing on behalf of all the
participants (see Tosafos, Rashba and Ritva).
33. [Literally: jumped up and recited]; see Sheleimah Mishnaso to 3%a
T ysp 1 see also Tzlach here.
34. [R’ Akiva was a student of Rabban Gamliel and the Elders, and
Rabban Gamliel rebuked him for taking sides in a dispute between his
mentors.}
35. Rashi (see Tosefta 4:13). [What follows is not a quote from Rabban
Gamliel, but rather R’ Yehudah’s report of a different version of the
dispute, according to which it emerges that Rabban Gamliel holds an
additional view not ascribed to him by the first version.]
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37b! KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
X1 17 P KDY — BUTISNOT A SPECIES OF GRAIN,  Kb1 131 1m N
Nb iKWY — OR A SPECIES OF GRAIN BUT HE DID NOT MAKE IT INTO
BREAD, n1372 whW 7nix Yx%na 137 — RABBAN GAMLIEL SAYS
that one recites the THREE BLESSINGS of Bircas HaMazon,®
NRX 1272 MRiK 0MAM — BUT THE SAGES SAY that one recites
the ONE-BLESSING abridgment of three.2 nyawm xb inxy b3
127 1% K51 e — And with regard to ANYTHING that is similarly
significant but THAT IS NOT one OF THE SEVEN SPECIES NOR A
SPECIES OF GRAIN,B! 19T} 111K N9 1142 — SUCH AS OREZ BREAD
OR DOCHAN BREAD, WhHY Py nibx 1272 9nix bxabna 121 ~
RABBAN GAMLIEL SAYS that one recites afterwards the ONE-BLESS-
ING ABRIDGMENT OF THREE, %% K9] ovnix 0)m — BUT THE
SAGES SAY that one recites afterwards NOTHING AT ALL." Accord-
ingly, Rav Sheishess explains that the Baraisa which prescribes Al
HaMichyah as the blessing after baked and cooked orez reflects
the view of Rabban Gamliel here. The Baraisa which prescribes
Boret Nefashos reflects the view of the Rabbis (Sages) here.
The Gemara refutes Rav Sheishess’ answer:

Xpnwyikxna — How have you interpreted it [i.e. the Baraisa on
37a, whose last clause prescribes Al HaMichyah as the blessing
‘after cooked and baked rice]? Yx'bma 1212 — As being in
accordance with the view of Rabban Gamliel. XD Rpix
X7 — But say and consider the latter clause of the first part
of that Baraisa, which states with regard to wheat bread that was
then cooked: ninvp niv1NL 'K OX — IF THE PIECES of bread
ARE NOT INTACT, they are no longer considered ‘“bread” and
therefore  niaim wm xI1a by 7on nbonn — AT THE
BEGINNING HE RECITES ON IT THE BLESSING THE ONE WHO CRE-
ATES SPECIES OF SUSTENANCE,  11yn NN 1973 by 7720 yivat
W5Y — AND AT THE END HE RECITES ON IT THE ONE-BLESSING
ABRIDGMENT OF THREE. 113 — Now, whose view is reflected in
this clause of the Baraisa? 5iona 127 ' — If you wish to say
that it is the view of Rabban Gamliel (as would necessarily follow
from Rav Sheishess’ assertion that Rabban Gamliel is the author
of this Baraisa’s last clause), we would be confronted with the
following difficulty: x93 127 K NpwIs) Niapiax xpwn
niaya why — Now that even on dates and on daisse Rabban
Gamliel says that the three blessings of Bircas HaMazon are
recited,®  Xiyam niawp niviaea Py ox — then if the food
contains actual bread except that the pieces are not intact,
can there be any doubt that Bircas HaMazon is recited?®
12271 Kpws xbx — Rather, it is obvious that this Baraisa
(which prescribes Al HaMichyoh for a dish into which bread
was added and dissolved) reflects the view of the Rabbis!” and rot
that of Rabban Gamliel, and Rav Sheishess’ resolution is thus
refuted. — ? —

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

The Gemara counters:
1377 '% — But if so, that the first Baraisa is authored by the Rabbis,
as you have just demonstrated, 132778 13377 KW — the ruling

.of the Rabbis there (that one recites the one-blessing abridgment

of three after eating orez) contradicts that ruling of the Rabhig
recorded in the second Baraisa (that “nothing at all” is reciteq
after orez)!®! — ? —
The Gemara concludes:

1321 oY1y ’hx — Do not reject beeause of this the interpretation
that the first Baraisa is authored by the Rabbis. Rather, conclude
that indeed the first Baraisa is authored by the Rabbis. 33%m
118 — And emend that first Baraisa so that it should read with
regard to orez: b XY PhY 772% i1 9925 — AND AT THE
END, after eating orez bread, HE DOES NOT RECITE ON IT ANYTHING
AT ALL.®)

The Gemara cites a ruling of Rava:

X237 "mK ~ Ravasaid:  axbpmy kug™m k3 — With regard to the
blessing recited on this rihata® of the villagers, 3 ngany
Xnnp — who add a lot of flour to it, nixing W X712 3R -
one recites on it the blessing the One Who creates species of
sustenance. xnyv'Xn — Whatisthereason? pw xTnps -
Because the flour is the primary ingredient. "wzn x%7 xyinny
Nnnp v — With regard to the rikata of the city dwellers,™ who
do not add a lot of flour to it, 1373 MM Yo vHy a0 -
one recites on it the blessing that everything came into being
through His word. xpyvxn — What is the reason? xyan
ap'y — Because the honey is the primary ingredient. =1
X327 9K — Rava then reconsidered and said: K912 ™) '8
ninim ' — Both on this and on that [ie. on either type of
rihata] one recites the One Who creates species of sustenance.
1N MR Sxmw 377 — For it is Rav and Shmuel who both
say: DWma nwpnm i3 wiw 53 — In the case of any food that
contains something of the five species of grain, even if the grain
isbut a minority ingredient, nuatmy WM K793 Phy 173N — we
recite on it the blessing the One Who creates species of
sustenance. Thus, even on rihata of the cities, which contains
only a small amount of flour, we recite mezoros.

The Gemara cites a different ruling:
noi a1 1oy — Rav Yosefsaid:  xy'an ' — With regard to the
blessing recited on this chavitza,'? nn PInE M3 NNY -
that which has in it pieces of bread the size of an olive,
Y357 1o ond Keyien hy aan nbnna — at the beginning, before
eating, one recites on it the blessing the One Who brings forth
bread from the earth; N33 wHW oy 113 fiva’ — and at
the end, after eating, one recites on it the three blessings of

NOTES

1. Obviously, Rabban Gamliel would rule so even if it were a species of
grain that one did make into bread. The Baraisa specifies “anything that
is of the seven species but not a species of grain, or a species of grain but
he did not make it into bread” because those are the cases in which the
Sages (below) dispute Rabban Gamliel. Would it be a species of grain and
made into bread, however, the Sages would agree that Bircas. HaMazon
is recited (see Rashi).

2. [So far, R’ Yehudah'’s report of the dispute is substantively the same
as the Tanna Kamma’s.]

3. [Tangentially, this double wording implies that some of the five
species of grain are not considered varieties of wheat and barley (men-
tioned in the verse) and are thus not deemed to be among the seven
species for which Eretz Yisrael is praised. See Rashash here, but see also
his comments to Pesachim 36b.]

4. [I.e. Borei Nefashos (see 37a note 26).]

5. The Baraisa at the top of this amud states that according to Rabban
Gamliel, Bircas HaMazon is recited on “a species of grain that he did not
make into bread,” which includes daissa (Rashi).

6. Le. if Rabban Gamliel prescribes Bircas HaMazon for daissa, v{hos‘e
grain never had the status of bread, would he not certainly prescribe it
for a dish into which actual bread was added and dissolved? (Rashi)-

7. Who dispute Rabban Gamliel and hold that only Al HaMichyah is
recited on a non-bread dish of grain. And they hold that the same applies
to bread that was cooked and dissolved and has thus lost the status of
“bread” (Rashi).

8. In other words, we are back to the original contradiction between
Baraisos that Rav Sheishess sought to resolve.

9. Thus emended, the first Baraisa agrees with the second.

10. Rihata is another name for chavitz cooked in a pot [see above, 36b
note 491 (Rashi).

11. Rashi. [See Rashi to Arachin 14a w»ipnn Inx i1, see also Targum
Ornkelos to Numbers 22:39.]

12. A cooked dish made with small pieces of bread (see Raski and Riwf‘;
Tosafos and other Rishonim, though, explain this differently — se€ nowes.
14 and 34).
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37b? KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
Bircas HaMazon.®®  nvwa pyns m3 mb1 — And with regard to
chavitza that does not have in it pieces of bread the size of an
olive, ni¥imy WM K712 vy 1130 b2 — at the beginning
one recites on it the blessing the One Who creates species of
sustenance, WHY pyy nox 1373 fivd% — and at the end one
recites the one-blessing abridgment of three.!4
Rav Yosef adduces support for his position:

qoir 27 "K — Rav Yosef said: =5 xymy X3 — From where
do I know to say this?® xwun7 — For it was taught in a
Baraisa: w3 nimm ampm eiy Mg — If ONE WAS
STANDING AND OFFERING MENACHOS IN JERUSALEM for the first
‘time in many days, 29 73 191Y NPT NP IMTIY P2 IR
— HE SAYS: BLESSED are You, Hashem, etc. WHO HAS KEPT US
ALIVE, SUSTAINED US AND BROUGHT US TO THIS SEASON.1M 1503
1%2x% — When HE [the Kohen] TAKES [THE MENACHOS] TO EAT
THEM,™8  yqg§7 1@ onY Nwying 793% — HE RECITES THE
BLESSING THE ONE WHO BRINGS FORTH BREAD FROM THE EARTH.
a%y 1n) — And the Mishnah states with regard to [the baked
menachos:'¥  nwy NN {:13) — AND ALL OF THEM ONE
BREAKS before kemitzah INTO PIECES THE SIZE OF AN OLIVE.2!
Hence, when the Kohen eats the remainder of the baked or fried
minchah, he is eating olive-size pieces of bread, and the Baraisa
states that he recites hamotzi. Thus, we see that hamotzi is the

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

blessing for a cooked dish containing pieces of bread the size of an
olive.2n
The Gemara raises an objection:

max Y pR — Abaye said to [Rav Yosefl:  nyn xbx — But it
should follow, then, that 7y 13718 M7 YxyRY? 137 127 x3nb
1p50% 1My — according to the Tanna of R’ Yishmael's
academy, who says that in the breaking of the fried menachos,
ONE CRUSHES THEM UNTIL HE RETURNS THEM TO THEIR FLOUR
state, 2 yaxn 1 b Xwying 03113 wa X7 M1 93 — so too
would he say that one does not need to recite on them the
blessing the One Who brings forth bread from the earth!>
M1 1377 X 131 — And if you should say that it is indeed so that
one does not recited hamotzi on the minchah according to this
Tanna, xunm — why, thigcannot be, for it has been taught in
aBaraisa: J92x1 M3 19131 vpY — IF ONE GATHERED FROM ALL
OF THEM® little pieces that add up to bread THE SIZE OF AN OLIVE
AND ATE THEM, N1 Y 0OR — IF IT WAS CHAMETZ and he ate it
on Pesach, nn3 wuy — HE WOULD BE PUNISHED WITH KARES;
KA 71¥N DX — AND IF IT WAS UNLEAVENED BREAD,  RY1' DN
RoDa N2 *T i3 — A PERSON COULD FULFILL WITH IT HIS
OBLIGATION to eat matzah ON PESACH. Now, from the fact that
one fulfills his obligation to eat matzah on Pesach with this col-
lection of little bits, we see that they are classified as “bread.”ts!

NOTES

13. Since the pieces of bread are the size of an olive, they are still
classified as bread [even though they were made into chavitza (see end
of next note)].

14. Since the pieces of bread in the chavitza are less than the size of an
olive, they are no longer classified as bread and are treated merely as
cooked grain.

As Tosafos and Rabbeinu Yonah understand Rashi, Rav Yosef’s dis-
tinction between pieces the size of a kezayis and those smaller applies
specifically to cooked pieces. [With regard to cooked pieces, the Baraisa
on 37a distinguished between whether or not “the pieces are intact.”
These Rishonim explain that according to Rashi, Rav Yosef is defining
“the pieces are intact” as meaning that they are the size of a kezayis;
“the pieces are not intact’” means that they are smaller than a kezayis.
See 37a note 17. See, however, Pnei Yehoshua no1 21Kk m3 ow i and
Divrei David, who explain that according to Rashi the “cooked” aspect
of chavitza is not essential to Rav Yosef’s distinction. Rather, his distinc-
tion between pieces the size of a kezayis and those smaller than a kezayis
holds true even for pieces that are not cooked.] See also note 34.

15. Le. that when the pieces of bread in the chavitza are the size of an
olive, they are still considered bread upon which hamotzi is recited
(Rashi).

16. [Rashi.] Rashi explains that the reference is to a Yisrael, and that
“offering” means that he handed the minchah over to the Kohen for the
latter to offer it [as the Yisrael may not perform the service itself] (cf.
Tosafos here, and Rashi to Menachos 75b).

17. For the privilege of performing a mitzvah that he has not performed
for a long time. [See Magen Avraham 22:1, and Meromei Sadeh here,
regarding the conditions under which the blessing of shehecheyanu is
recited upon the performance of a mitzvah.]

18. [Only male Kohanim may eat menachos (Leviticus 6:9).]

Menachos are flour offerings. Some are brought as actual flour, while
others are brought after the flour is made into bread through baking in
an oven or frying on a flat pan or in a deep pan (see Leviticus 2:1-11).

19. The expression a2y ) usually means: and a Baraisa stated with
reference to this {Mishnah or Beraisa just cited]. Here, however, the
expression means that the Mishnah [Menachos 75b] states with refer-
ence to the flat-pan or deep-pan fried [or baked] menachos (Rashi; see
Chidushei Maharam Banet nann nrian 74K i1v7; cf. Pnei Yehoshua and
Tzlach). [In the parallel text that appears in Menachos 75b, the reading
is simply: 13, and we learned in the Mishnah.]

20. All menachos whose remainder is eaten must undergo kemitzah. The
Kohen forms a scoop with the three middle fingers of his right hand by
bending them over his palm, and then fills this scoop by pushing it
through the minchah. The portion of the minchah scooped out in this

manner is called the kometz, and is burned on the Altar. Those menachos
which are baked or fried require s, pesisah [breaking up of the baked
or fried breads], prior to kemitzah (see Leviticus 2:6; Menachos T5a;
Rambam, Hil. Maaseh HaKorbanos 13:10).

21. Tosafos (based on their understanding of Rashi — see above, note 14)
question how Rav Yosef can prove that hamotzi is recited on the kezayis-
size pieces of cooked bread in chavitza from the fact that it is recited on
the kezayis -size pieces of minchah -bread, which are not cooked. Tosafos .
suggest that Rav Yosef draws his proof specifically from the case of fried
menachos, considering frying the equivalent of cooking with regard to
the laws of blessing (cf. Pnei Yehoshua and Divrei David cited in note 14).
22. Ie. he crushes them into fine meal before kemitzah. This Tanna
argues with the Mishnah cited above, which states that in pesisah, the
minchah is broken only into olive-size pieces.

23. Rav Yosef considers the fried menachos similar to chavitza, and
maintains that hamotzi is recited only if the minchah-pieces are at least
the size of a kezayis. It would emerge, then, that according to the Tanna
of R’ Yishmael’s academy, who holds that the minchah is eaten after it
has been reduced to meal, hamotzi is not recited on it [but rather
mezonos] (see Rashi). But this is not so, for the Tanna of R’ Yishmael's
academy agrees that hamotzi is recited, as the Gemara proceeds to prove.
24. From the broken pieces of menachos (Rashi; cf. Tosafos vp% n; see
next note).

25. One who eats a kezayis of chametz (leavened food made from one of
the five species of grain) on Pesach is liable to kares (Exodus 12:15) Also,
there is a positive command to eat a kezayis of matzah (unleavened bread
made from one of the five species of grain) on the first night of Pesach
(ibid. v. 18). The Baraisa states that if the kezayis that one ate is com-
posed of different bits collected from various breads (such as the various
types of baked or fried menachos ), he is liable in the case of chametz and
he has fulfilled his obligation in the case of matzah.

[The Baraisa cannot mean that one actually collected the bits of
chametz or matzah from various menachos. For the menachos were I_lot
chametz (Leviticus 2:11), nor is a minchah fit for the mitzvah of eating
matzah on Pesach (see Tosafos, Rabbeinu Yonah and Rashash). Rat!lef,
the Baraisa means (according to Rashi ) that if a person collected various
pieces of bread or matzah similar to a Kohen who collects various bits
of the menachos, the person would be liable for eating chametz or would
fulfill his mitzvah to eat matzah (see Baal HaMaor and Meiri).]

26. The designation onY, bread, is essential for the fulfillment of the
mitzvah to eat matzah (unleavened bread), which the Torah (Deufero™
omy 16:3) describes as "1y on%, “bread” of affliction (Rashi).

[The chametz prohibition, however, is independent of the “brea
designation, and applies as long as the grain — in whatever form — bas
become leavened.]

9
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373 KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

By the same token, the blessing over bread (hamotzi) must be
recited when eating them, though each piece is less than a
kezayis 127

Rav Yosef answers:
170y K3 %07 — What are we dealing with here in the
Baraisa? 197yw3 — Witha case where one formed [the pieces]
into a dough and baked them, producing a new matzah bread.®

The Gemara challenges this explanation of the Baraisa:
1377 % — If so, that the Baraisa is dealing with a case in which the
matzah bits were remade into a single matzah, Ko KK —
consider the wording of the end of the Baraisa, which states:
015 YK 11932 1YIRY K¥T) — AND THIS IS provided THAT HE ATE
THEM WITHIN THE SPAN OF TIME THAT IT TAKES TO EAT A HALF-
LOAF of bread.”” 199yw3x) — And if the Baraisa is referring to
where one formed them into a dough and remade the pieces into
one large matzah, 1925y '3 — this statement THAT HE ATE
“THEM” 7 'w3m Yoxy — should have been expressed instead
as “that he ate it.”30— ? —

Rav Yosef therefore retracts his previous interpretation (that
the Baraisa refers to where the bits were remade into a new
matzah) and suggests a different explanation of the Baraisa:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

12'poY 1Xn3 K37 — Rather,® what are we dealing with here?
113 onn ka3 — With a small piece of bread that comes from g
large bread, i.e. the original matzah from which the small piece
has been taken is still at least a kezayis in size. Since the source
bread is still classified as “bread,” the small pieces taken from it,
too, retain that classification, though they are smaller than g
kezayis. @2
The Gemara concludes:

aby mi *Xn — What is the final outcome regarding it? Does one
recite hamotzi on chavitza in which the pieces of bread are lesg
than the size of an olive? nww 31 7K — Rav Sheishess said:
Ry»an &7 — Regarding this case of chavitza, 73 N7 5%
N3 1L — even though it does not contain pieces of bread
the size of an olive, y7x7 ™ onb xyma vhy 113N — one
recites upon it the blessing the One Who brings forth bread
from the earth.®® x37 7K — Rava said: mby xpxy xim
X7 KQYin — And this is provided that the appearance of
bread is still upon it.?9

The Gemara discusses the status of certain types of bread-like
foods with regard to the law of challah.:®5
%03 pann R — Terokanin are subject to challah.® vy

NOTES

27. Now, the author of this Baraisa must be the Tanna of R’ Yishmael’s
academy, since it states that one gathered from the baked or fried
menachos pieces totaling a kezayis, indicating that each piece was less
than a kezayis. And it is only according to the Tanna of R’ Yishmael’s
academy that the baked or fried menachos are broken into such small
pieces. Thus, we see that even the Tanna of R’ Yishmael’s academy
agrees that hamotzi is recited on pieces less than a kezayis! (see Rashi).

[Actually, the Baraisa (which considers minchah bits of less than a
kezayis to be “bread”) presents a challenge to Rav Yosef regardiess of
who its author is. And Abaye apparently could have therefore objected
to Rav Yosef on the basis of this Baraisa without mentioning the Tanna
of R’ Yishmael’s academy altogether. See Tzlach Bripa %1 nxan T,
who explains why the opinion of the Tanna of R’ Yishmael’s academy is
introduced. See also Menachem Meishiv Nefesh.]

28. This “new’ matzah is certainly considered “bread.”

29. The “loaf” referred to here is the loaf described by the Mishnah in
Eruvin 82b as sufficing for two meals. Hence, a half-loaf is the amount
eaten at one meal (see Rashi to Eruvin 82b yam nnab mryr ). This
loaf contains eight egg-volumes [of wheat], and the half-loaf, therefore,
contains four egg-volumes (see Rashi). [Rashi here presents the view of
R’ Shimon in that Mishnah. According to R’ Yochanan ben Berokah
(there), however, the standard loaf contains six egg-volumes; thus, the
half-loaf contains three egg-volumes (see Orach Chaim 612:4).}

The span of time that it takes to eat a peras [half-loaf] is the normal
amount of time it takes to eat a half-loaf (four egg-volumes) in a single
sitting. This span of time [generally reckoned at between three and nine
minutes] defines a single act of eating. Now, one is liable for eating a
prohibited substance only if he eats a kezayis of it. If one eats a kezayis
of chametz on Pesach one bit at a time but within a peras-span, he is
liable, for he has consumed an entire kezayis of chametz during one act
of eating. If, however, he eats the kezayis over a longer span of time, he
is not liable. For his eating of the kezayis is then spread over two (or
more) acts of eating. It is as if he has eaten part of the kezayis on one
day and part on the next, in which case he is certainly not liable (see
Rashi).

[The same applies to the positive commandments concerning eating,

such as the mitzvah of matzah on the first night of Pesach, where one
must eat a certain minimum amount (usually a kezayis) of the
commanded food. One fulfills his obligation if he eats the requisite
amount within a peras-span, but not if he eats it over a longer time
span. Accordingly, Rashi could have apparently explained the Baraisa’s
provision of “‘a peras-span” in terms of fulfilling the mitzvah of matzah
also mentioned previously in the Baraisa. See Tzlack n13 (91m vpY v
who addresses this issue.]

30. If he is eating them after they have been made into one large
matzah, the singular ke ate “i#’’ should have been used instead of the
plural he ate “them” (Rashi). See Maharsha, who asks why the Gemara

did not raise a similar objection from the phraseology of the first part of
the Baraisa (see the answer proposed by Prei Yehoshue). [Curiously, in
our editions of the parallel sugya in Menachos 75b, the first part of the
Baraisa indeed reads 193x3, and he ate “it.” See, however, Dikdukei
Soferim there.]

31. [The parallel text in Menachos 75b indeed contains the prefatory
word K%K, rather (Ben Aryeh), which is the Gemara’s way of indicating
that what follows is not a further refinement but a retraction.
According to Rav Yosef’s new interpretation, the Baraisa refers — as
originally assumed — to where the person ate a kezayis of the collected
bits as they are.]

32. Therefore, one fulfills with it his obligation to eat matzah on
Pesach. [Here, again, the reference is not to actual menachos, which
(according to the Tanna of R’ Yishmael's academy) are crushed in their
entirety into meal, but rather to a similar case of non-minchah matzah
in which the source matzah remains intact (see above, end of note 25).1
If, however, the original matzah has been [eaten or] entirely broken
into pieces smaller than a kezayis, the pieces are no longer considered
“bread” (according to Rav Yosef), and one does not recite hamotzi nor
does one fulfill his obligation to eat matzah with such pieces (Rashi).

33. Rav Sheishess disagrees with Rav Yosef’s ruling, and holds that
hamotzi is recited on chavitza whose bread pieces are smaller than a
kezayis.

34. Le. the bread pieces did not dissolve to the point that they are no
longer recognizable as bread (Rashi to Menachos 75b; see Mordechal
§119 with Magen Avraham 168:28).

Rava’s provision refers to pieces that are smaller than a kezayis. But
if the pieces are as large as a kezayis, hamotzi is recited even if they no
longer have the appearance of bread (Rosh §10). .

The halachah follows Rav Sheishess and Rava. Accordingly, hamolzl
would be recited on a dish containing cooked or fried bread pieces the
gize of a kezayis, but not if the pieces are smaller than a kezayis, unless
still recognizable as bread. [The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 168:10),
however, adopts Tosafos’ explanation of chavitza as pieces of bread that
are joined together with meat juice or milk, but are not actually cooked.
Bread pieces that are cooked, however, have by definition lost “the
appearance of bread,” and hamotzi is not recited unless they are the
size of a kezayis. (Regarding bread pieces that are fried, see Mishnah
Berurah there §56.)]

35. The ckallah obligation (see above, 35a note 36) applies only to 2
bread dough, for the verse states (Numbers 15:19): When you will eat
from the “bread” of the land, you shall set aside a portion for Has‘}wm-
The Gemara now rules whether certain bread-like substances qualify 88
“bread,” making their doughs subject to challah.

36. Le. terokanin are classified as “bread” and are therefore subject 10
challah. [The Gemara will soon explain what terokanin are.]
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37b* KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
121 137 9K 197 k0K — And when Ravin came from Eretz
Yisrael to Babylonia, he said in the name of R’ Yochanan:
i e pws papinw — Terokanin are exempt from
challah.®".

The Gemara explains: )
piY xn — What are ferokanin? wax =y — Abaye
said: xyqx7 K315 — It is another name for kuva made in the
groun‘d.[(iﬁ]

A related ruling:
max 10y — And Abaye said:  n9na 1o e xnvw — Terisa
is exempt from challah.?

The Gemara explains:
XY okp — What is ferisa?  nnam Y13 vy x3x — There
are those who say that terisa is a scalded batter.®? xomwy
NP T3T7 K03 " 18T — And there are those who say that ferisa is

T

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

Indian bread.® np1a% wioyn on7 *1m8T K1) — And there
are those who say that terisa is bread made for kutach. «

The Gemara cites a related Baraisa:
xn 02y un — R’ Chiya taught a Baraisa, which states: ot
5ma pe v nnin’ Ny — BREAD MADE FOR KUTACH IS EXEMPY
FROM CHALLAH.

The Gemara asks:
Kun N7} — But it was taught in another Baraisa: nmaswy -
Bread made for kutach IS SUBJECT TO CHALLAH. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
Xy unp1s oni — There, in the second Baraisa, the situation is
different, as the Baraisa there itself states: mix mvm 14 -
R’ YEHUDAH SAYS: {10y [mdin 'ipyn — THE MANNER IN WHICK
IT IS MADE INDICATES WHAT ITIS. How so? %y — If HE MADE
THEM

NOTES

37. [According to Rosh (§11) and Beur HaGra, Yoreh Deah 329:7 (see
also Hagahos HaGra here), R’ Yochanan agrees that terokanin are
subject to challah, and the reading here should be n'%n3 vamm, are
subject to challah.]

38. This is a bread-like substance made by pouring flour and water into
a cavity dug into the base of the oven, where the mixture bakes as if in
a pan (see Rashi). In this way, the batter — though very loose — is
contained by the walls of the cavity until it turns to bread (Tur, Orach
Chaim 168) [and it is therefore subject to challah, in the view of Abaye
and in the view of R’ Yochanan (according with the reading found in
Rosh — see preceding note)].

39. For it is not classified as true bread. {The Gemara will now explain
what ferisa is.]

40. The scalded batter is made by mixing flour and water into a very
loose batter. The batter is then poured directly onto the hot stove
(Rashi). Since the batter is very loose, it spreads out on the hot stove
and (unlike the kuva above) does not assume the form of bread:
Therefore, it is not classified as “bread” and not subject to challuh (see
Rosh §11; Tur, Orach Chaim 168 and Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah
329:5).

41. [Translation follows Raskask.] This is dough baked on a spit while
being smeared constantly with oil and/or raw eggs (Rashi).

42. Kutach is a dip made from sour milk, moldy bread crusts and 53-":
(see Pesachim 42a). The bread used for kutach was baked in the Ui
rather than in an oven (Rashi) [and was then broken up and put int
the kutach]. Cf. Ritva.
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1ayp — IN THE SHAPE OF BREAD ROLLS, 3" — THEY ARE
SUBJECT to challoh.®!  yrymb3 — But if he made them IN THE
SHAPE OF simple BOARDS, D102 — THEY ARE EXEMPT from
challah. @

The Gemara discusses the status of kuva baked in the ground:®
qot 377 Max mh "R — Abaye said to Rav Yosef. X313 '%n
Xy — This kuva that is made in the ground, 12721 'xn
mmby — what blessing do we recite upon it? ™% 1x — [Rav

Yosef] said to him: X1 X211 0230 M — Do you really think
that it is actually bread? xw xnbya x531 — It is merely a
baked dough,”®  nixitg 23 X1 by payam — and we recite

on it the blessing the One Who creates species of sustenance.™
Anby MDY ¥ap K70 A — Mar Zutra established his meal
around [kuva made in the ground] j» onb xying by 1
- n1am2 whw yIxa — and recited on it the blessing the One Who
brings forth bread from the earth before eating and the three
blessings of Bircas HaMazon after eating.® WX 2912 7 K
— Mar bar Rav Ashisaid:  nopa inain v 3 Xy o) — And
a person can fulfill with them [kuva breads] his obligation to
eat matzah on Pesach, xnyv 'X»n — What is the reason for

CHAPTER SIX .
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this? 3 ™y 'y onY,, — Because we can apply to it the
designation bread of poverty.™
The Gemara cites another ruling of Mar bar Rav Ashi:
WK 27 73 1 K — And Mar bar Rav Ashi said:  Xwarn Ry
mpn7 - This date honey, 17272 mima banw anby P3N0 — we
recite upon it the blessing that everything came into being
through His word.® xnyvxyp — What is the reason? 1y
K1 Rpbya — It is mere “sweat” [i.e. moisture exuded from the
fruit, rather than the fruit itself].
The Gemara explains:

X1 — Mar bar Rav Ashi’s view in this matter is in accordance
withwhom? Rin X1 — Itisin accordance with this Tanna
[R’ Yehoshua] whose view is recorded in the following Mishnah:
13171 — For we learned in a Mishnah:® mmen pomipn vay
nioe ypim — If a non-Kohen inadvertently eats DATE HONEY
OR APPLE CIDER OR VINEGAR OF LATE-SEASON GRAPES(?  -xu/
niTte " — OR ANY OTHER FRUIT JUICES pn bW — OF
TERUMAH fruits, wpim 17p 2 oy @7 — R ELIEZER
OBLIGATES him to pay THE PRINCIPAL PLUS A FIFTH,™! 27
2Bis YW — WHILE R’ YEHOSHUA EXEMPTS HIM from payment
altogether.u2)

NOTES

1. He took pains to form the dough into the shape of actual bread rolls.
Thus, [though he has baked them in the sun,] it is evident that he has
made them [to be eaten] as bread [and not to be added to kutach]
(Rashi). [Accordingly, the second Baraisa is using the term bread made
for kutach to denote bread baked in the same manner as bread used for
kutach (i.e. it was baked in the sun), rather than to denote bread that
was actually made for kutach. ] See next note.

2. That is, he simply spread the dough out to bake in the sun, and was
not particular about the shape (Rashi). [It is thus evident that he does
not plan to eat it as bread, but rather to use it as one of the ingredients
of kutach.]
" The Gemara has thus distinguished in the case of bread baked in the
sun between that which is formed into rolls (which is subject to
challah) and that which is shaped haphazardly (which is exempt from
challah ). Some Rishonim maintain that the distinction is Rabbinic. On
the Biblical level, however, there is no challah obligation in either case,
since a substance is not classified as “bread” unless it is baked in an
oven [or in a pan without liquid]. The challah obligation for rolls that
are to be baked in the sun was decreed by the Rabbis because of the
tendency to confuse such rolls with the oven-baked variety, or because
one might change his mind and bake them in an oven (see Rosh to
Pesachim 2:16; Rash to Challah 1:5). Accordingly, hamotzi would not be
recited on either type of sun-baked bread, since neither is actually
classified as “bread” (see Orach Chaim 168:16 with Beur HaGra).

Rabbeinu Tam (cited by Tosafos 37Tb vn® i, Tosafos to Pesachim
37b *5131 v, and Rosh to Pesachim 2:16), however, holds that bread
made from a thick dough (in contrast to a soft batter) is always
classified as bread and Biblically subject to challah, regardless of how it
is processed — that is, whether it is baked in an oven or in the sun, or
even if it is cooked in water. And the reason the Gemara here exempts
board-shaped kutach bread from challah is that such bread was not
intended to be eaten as bread (see Rabbeinu Yonah, and Challah 1:8).
Accordingly, one does recite hamotzi on sun-baked rolls. [Regarding the
practical halachah in this matter, see Orach Chaim 168:13, and Shach,
Yoreh Deah 329:4.]

[The foregoing dispute pertains only to a thick dough. In the case of
a soft batter, however, all agree that it is classified as bread only when
baked in an oven or in a pan without liquid. See Yoreh Deah 329:2.]

3. Kuva baked in the ground is how Abaye (above, 37b) identified the
terokanin discussed there.

4. Since it is made from a very soft batter, it is more like “pastry”
[generally eaten as a snack] than like “bread” [generally eaten as the
staple of a meal] (see Magen Avraham 168:40 and next note).

5. [Even though a soft batter that is baked in an oven is classified as
“bread” with regard to challah (Yoreh Deah 329:2) and with regard to
Teciting hamotzi (Orach Chaim 168:14), the kuva batter is very soft, and
thus differs so markedly from a bread dough that mezonos is the more

appropriate blessing (see Magen Avraham 168:40; cf. Beur Halachah to
Orach Chaim 168:15).]

6. This is the law for all baked goods that are classified as bread with
regard to challah (because of the way they are kneaded or baked — see
note 2), but are normally eaten as a snack rather than as the basis of a
meal (see Orach Chaim 168:6-8). When one eats them as a snack, he
recites mezonos beforehand and Al HaMichyah afterwards, when
establishing one’s meal around them, one recites kamotzi beforehand
and Bircas HeMazon afterwards. .

[As to what constitutes “‘establishing one’s meal around it,” see
Orach Chaim 168:6 with Mishnah Berurah §24.]

7. [Also rendered: bread of offliction.] The Torah (Deuteronomy 16:3)
calls matzah by this term; thus, one fulfills his Pesach obligation only
with matzah that is so clagsified (see 37b note 26; Pesachim 36a). [One
might have thought that kuva, since it is sometimes used as a snack
bread, is classified as “‘rich bread” and thus lacks the “bread of
poverty” designation necessary for the mitzvah of eating matzah on
Pesach. Alternatively, one might have thought that kuva, which is
baked in the ground, lacks the ‘bread” designation (see Beis Yosef,
Orach Chaim 168 yxprwv i17; see also Ramban and Ritva to end of 39b).]

[Rabbeinu Chananel’s remarks here suggest that one fulfills his
matzah obligation with kuva bread only when he actually establishes
his meal around it. See, however, Minchas Chinuch 10:5 (p1p1 mam a3
=it 37m).]

8. Even though the honey comes from dates, upon which one recites the
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the tree.

9. Terumos 11:2.

10. Grapes that grow at the end of the season never ripen fully. They
have an acrid flavor and are used to produce vinegar (Rashi).

11. A non-Kohen who eats or drinks terumah inadvertently must pay
the principal value of what he has eaten and an additional fifth (see
above, 35b note 52). R’ Eliezer holds that the juices of fruit are like the
fruit itself. Thus, a non-Kohen who inadvertently drinks the juice of a
terumah fruit must pay the principal plus a fifth.

12. In R’ Yehoshua’s view, the only fruit juices that are considered like
the fruit itself are the juice of grapes and the oil of olives (see Terumos
11:2-3; Chullin 120b). But the juices of all other fruits (which are the
subject of this Mishnah) are considered to be mere “sweat.” Thus, the
non-Kohen has not consumed the fruit itself and has not become liable
to payment (Rashi; see below, note 20).

[Late-season grapes, since they will never ripen, are considered with
regard to their juices like other fruits, whose juices are but mere
“sweat” (see Mishnah Berurah 202:50). Regarding when a fruit juice is
considered meré ‘“sweat” and when it is considered “fruit,” see Chazon
Ish, Orach Chaim 33:5. See also Orach Chaim 202:7 with Mishnah
Berurah.]

Thus, Mar bar Rav Ashi follows R’ Yehoshua, who holds that the juice
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

The Gemara cites an inquiry:
X377 1327 KT 5 0K — One of the Rabbis [i.e. disciples] said
toRava: ¥ Xpmv — What is [the law] regarding the blessing
to be recited on ferima 713 MY KR WY X277 oRYIR M XS
— At first, Rava did not understand®¥ what [the disciple] was
saying tohim [i.e. whathemeant by “ferima”]. mmpp X322
%277 — Ravina was sitting before Rava at that timeand 1y
mb ~ said to [the disciple]: nInx Xp mymwry — Is it the
terima of sesame that you are talking about?!5  xp mu1p7iN
nmy — Or is it the terima of saffron that you are talking
about?18 RN Kp WYNDTIX — Oris it the ferima of grape pits
that you are talking about?!”  mny1y X37 MPOR MM DTN —
In the meantime, Rava called to mind what the disciple meant
by terima.!® b anx — [Rava) said to him:  xp 'x11 xn'wn
nmy — Surely, you are talking about something crushed,
YO 271 RKT K37 X091 1A721%) — and you have reminded me of
something, namely, that which Rav Assi said: by »mn R
mon — These dates of ferumah,  Xp™v yI Nivy? 1pm — it
ispermitted to make terima from them, =3¢ 1 niwyY VoK)
— but it is forbidden fo make beer from them.!
The Gemara concludes:

K™D WP *n xna%in — And the law is that if one took
dates and he made them into ferima, x93 wmby Pa72n
Yy 119 — we recite on them the blessing the One Who creates
the fruit of the tree. Nnyv xn — What is the reason?
KpwnTd mmp vminbna — For they remain in their state,

CHAPTER SIX
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just as they were originally, before being made into terima. (201

The Gemara discusses the blessing recited on another food:
Xp'nw — What blessing is recited on shattisa 720 banw vnx a7
1373 M — Rav says: That everything came into being
through Hisword. nizim wn X713 18 YXmuis — But Shmuel
says: the One Who creates species of sustenance,

The Gemara explains:
x70r 37 o) — Rav Chisdasaid: %52 X% — And they do not
disagree. n3ya X — This ruling of Shmuel, that mezonos is
recited, is said with regard to thick shattisa, 1293 X7 —
whereas this ruling of Rav, that shehakol is recited, is said with
regard to loose shattisa. Y 12y nharb may — Thick shattisa
is made for eating,? 1% v1ay p v 29 — whereas loose
shattisa is made for therapeutic purposes.?

The Gemara challenges the previous statement, that the loose
shattisa is made for therapeutic purposes:
not 27 3mnyp — Rav Yosef challenged this assertion from the
following Baraisa: n3wa ninwi Ny PWNAY MY — BUT THEY
AGREE THAT WE MAY STIR THE loose SHATTUS ON THE SABBATH, 24
MYRIDINM JNiY) — AND that WEMAY DRINK THE EGYPTIAN ZISOM
on the Sabbath.  pyon xp %1077 Ny XY 1wy — Now, if it
should enter your mind that one who drinks loose shattisa
intends it for therapeutic purposes, why would the Baraisa
permit mixing it on the Sabbath? W m naw3 mxipy — Isdoing
a therapeutic procedure on the Sabbath permitted?e

NOTES

of fruits other than grapes and olives is mere “‘sweat”’; thus, shehakol
rather than ha’eitz is recited. [The reason Mar bar Rav Ashi issued his
ruling specifically with regard to date honey is that one would have
thought that date honey is an exception, since the Torah (Deuteronomy
8:8) refers to “honey” as one of the fruits for which Eretz Yisrael is
praised. Mar bar Rav Ashi teaches us, therefore, that the reference is not
to the honey that oozes from the date, but rather to the date itself
(Tzlach ; cf. Rashba end of wmmn bw was r).]

13. As will be seen shortly in the Gemara, terima refers to a solid that has
been somewhat crushed, but has not been completely mashed (Rashi).
[Some explain ‘“‘completely mashed” to mean that the solid has been
reduced to the point that it can no longer be classified as a “food” but
rather as a “liquid” (see Magen Avraham 202:18, and Perishah to Tur
ad loc., cited there in Hagahos R’ Akiva Eiger).]

14. [Literally: it was not on his mind.}

15. That is, sesame seeds that are crushed to extract, their oil (Rashi).
16. It was common to crush saffron and then mix it with wine for use as
a drink (Rashi).

17.1.e. the residue of crushed grapes, consisting primarily of grape seeds,
which is soaked in water to produce a fermented beverage called temed
(see Rashi).

18. From Ravina’s remarks to the questioner, Rava understood what the
questioner had meant (Rashi).

19. Terumah that is tahor may be eaten, but not destroyed, even if the
destruction comes about through the process of food preparation [e.g.
where the terumah will become an inedible byproduct] (see Terumos
11:). Rav Assi teaches that it is permitted to make a date paste out of
terumah dates [as this does not constitute a “destruction” of the dates].
But one may not make beer out of dates, since converting the date from
a food to a drink constitutes “destroying” the fruit (Meiri).

Now, if the fruit that has been crushed to form terima would be
considered no longer existent, it would be forbidden to manufacture
terima from terumah fruits as this would constitute the destruction of
those fruits. From the fact that Rav Assi permits making terima from
dates of terumah, we see that terima is considered but a modified form
of the original fruit. Hence, the blessing on terima remains ha’eitz, as in
the case of the original fruit (see Rashi).

20. Le. they remain “fruit,” albeit modified, and they therefore retain
the ha’eitz blessing.

[As mentioned above (note 13), if the fruit is actually liquefied, it is no
longer considered to be in its original state. In that case, shehakol is

recited instead of ha’eitz (see Orach Chaim 202:7). This applies, how-
ever, only to fruits that are normally eaten in solid form. However, fruits
that are normally eaten in liquid form (and are planted with the intent
that they be eaten in such a form) retain their “fruit” status even in
liquid form, for it is in that form that they achieve the purpose for which
they were planted. Thus, they remain “processed fruits” and ha'eitz is
recited (see Meiri, end of omni wa v, Terumas HaDeshen §29 and
Meromei Sadeh; see also above, 36a notes 9 and 10).]

21. Shattisa is a dish made from the flour of kernels that were toasted
while still moist (Rash: ). Such flour remains sweet, and is mixed with oil,
water and salt to form shattisa (Rashi to Shabbos 155b *Sp ir; of. Rashi
to Eruvin 29b xnonw ).

22. And retains its original status [as grain] (Rashi). Therefore, mezonos
is recited.

23. And since it is consumed as a medicine rather than as a food or
beverage, shehakol is recited (Meiri). And though ha’eitz is recited on
anigaron, which is also drunk for therapeutic purposes [above, 35b-36a],
anigaron is different because it is a beverage that is often drunk by
healthy people as well. It is uncommon, however, for healthy people to
drink loose shattisa, though they will do so on occasion (see Meiri; see
also Rashba; see, however, note 37, second paragraph).

24. To blend it thoroughly with its liquid components (Rashi), since the
flour and other solids tend to settle out (see Meiri). [That the Baraisa
here refers to “loose” shattisa (shattus and shattisa are one and the
same) is evident from the fact that it refers to its mixing as pwmia, we may
“stir,” rather than 1924, we may “knead”” (Tosafos).]

In the first part of the Baraisa (not cited here), there is a a Tannaic
dispute as to whether it is permitted to mix thick shaitisa on the Sab-
bath, employing a deviation from the normal manner of mixing to avoid
the problem of kneading (see Shabbos 155b-156a). In the part cited here,
the Baraisa proceeds to state that all agree that one may mix loose shat-
tisa on the Sabbath [provided that one employs a deviation] (see there).

25. Egyptian zisom is a laxative made from barley or wheat, saffron, and
salt (see Pesachim 42b). The Baraisa teaches that this does not fall under
the category of taking medicine [which is forbidden on the Sabbath (see
next note)], since zisom is also drunk as an ordinary beverage (Rashi to
Shabbos 156a).
26. The Rabbis banned the taking of non-essential medicines on the
Sabbath, so that people not come to perform the melachah of yw,
grinding, in preparing medicinal compounds (see above, 36a notes 2-3).
Thus, Rav Yosef argues that if the usual intent in preparing loose
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

Abaye responds:
wax 2 0% — Abaye said to [Rav Yosef]: x730n &b nxy —
And do you yourself not hold that the loose shaftisa would be
permitted on the Sabbath even if it were made specifically for
therapeutic purposes? jin X7y — Why, we have learned in a
Mishnah:2%  nawa nxisnb ogx IR PhoiNg 52 — A PERSON
MAY EAT ALL FOODS FOR THERAPEUTIC PURPOSES ON THE SAB-
BATH DWW Ppwna Y9 — AND HE MAY DRINK ALL BEVERAGES
for therapeutic purposes on the Sabbath!E® 2% nw mp xbx
=’ — Rather, what is there for you to say in explanation of
this Mishnah’s permit?2  payap xp naxb X933 — It must be
that there is no prohibition where the onlooker could say that the
person intends to ingest the food or drink for purposes of eating,
rather than for therapeutic purposes.® Kb X722 M3 X7
PN KR - Here, too, in the Baraisa’s case of loose shattisa, it
may be prepared [and drunk] on the Sabbath, even though it is
made primarily as a medicine, because the onlooker could say that
the person intends to ingest the loose shattisa for purposes of
eating, rather than for therapeutic purposes.*?

Another version of the last part of Abaye’s response:
xynx Kb — A different version:®2  mpmb 7 nr iy xbx
~ Rather, what is there for you to say in explanation of this
Mishnah’s permit? KT Xp Komn s Pion xp nbaxb x10:
— It must be that there is no prohibition where the onlooker could
say that the person intends to ingest the food or drink for
purposes of eating and the therapeutic effect occurs automati-
cally as aresult. RMT NXp XYwn XTI PO KR MHYaRY M1 KD
— Here, too, in the Baraisa’s case of loose shattisa, it may be
prepared [and drunk] on the Sabbath, even though it is made
primarily as a medicine, because the onlooker could say that the
person intends to ingest the loose shattisa for purposes of eating
and the therapeutic effect occurs automatically as a result.

The Gemara now explains the need for the ruling above
regarding the blessing for shattisa:
(>xmy) 277 R — And the above ruling of Rav and

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 38a3
Shmuel®®3 regarding the blessing for shattisa is necessary. %7
'~ — For were I to judge on the basis of this Baraisa alone,
which rules that loose shattisa may be prepared [and drunk] on
the Sabbath, I would not know that it requires a blessing, for
xynx ma — I would have said that the Baraisa permits loose
shattisa on the Sabbath because  XSwan fxinT1 paon xR TPRKY
K13 Kp — the onlooker could say that [the person] intends to
ingest it for purposes of eating and the therapeutic effect
occurs automatically as a result. %27 Yax — But here, with
regard to blessings, 1Mam Kp oY Abnnabt P — since to
begin with he intends to drink the loose shattisa for therapeu-
tic purposes,s? 553 mmby 3% x5 — he should not recite a
blessing on it at all.t 1% ypwnp — Therefore, [Rav] informs
us, by issuing his ruling, that 19373 w2 W nan b Mk
— since he [the one who drinks loose shattisa for therapeutic
purposes] derives the pleasure of drinking from it,%® he must
recite a blessing.s”

The Gemara discusses the part of the Mishnah that states:
19Y RIXIND IRIK RN N5 Iﬂ_ﬂl’ — FOR ON BREAD ONE SAYS: THE
ONE WHO BRINGS FORTH ete.

The Gemara cites a Baraisa that discusses the precise formula-
tion of the blessing on bread:
1231 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: pix X311 —
WHAT DOES ONE SAY when eating bread? y750 1n onb xying —
He recites the blessing: “HAMOTZI” LECHEM MIN HAARETZ, prefix-
ing the prefix i3, ha, to the word x>y, mofzi.  TRiIR MM —
But R’ NECHEMYAH SAYS that one recites:  ysi e on® xoyin —
“MOTZI” LECHEM MIN HAARETZ, without the prefix i1, ka.

The Gemara explains the dispute:
X327 0K — Ravasaid:  ypwn puoxT wbs x5 xpby 19 xoxing
— With regard to the word “motzi,” all agree that it connotes
“that He has brought forth,” i.e. the past tense, bx,, 3m39
oynn nRwyin — for it is written: God, the One Who brings
them forth from Egypt.® wyibn 3 — Regarding what do they

NOTES

shattisa were to use it as a medicine, it would surely not be permitted to
prepare it on the Sabbath (see Tosafos *x11).
27. Shabbos 109b.

28. The Mishnah’s emphasis of “‘all” foods and “all” beverages includes
even foods and drinks that are made primarily for therapeutic purposes.
As long as they are sometimes eaten or drunk for hunger or thirst, one
may take them on the Sabbath even if he is doing so for medicinal
purposes, as Abaye proceeds to explain (see Tosafos xm ). [Alterna-
tively, loose shattisa is certainly included in the Mishnah’s permit to eat
“foods” even for therapeutic purposes on the Sabbath, because it is not
atherapeutic concoction, but simply a food that has been greatly diluted
with water (see Ritva).]

29. Why did the Rabbis permit taking medicines that are sometimes
taken as ordinary food?

30. And we must conclude that the Rabbinic prohibition against taking
medicines on the Sabbath was issued only with regard to those
medicines which not also foods, where it is obvious that he is involved in
amedical procedure rather than in an act of eating. But where it is not
evident that the person intends a medical procedure, then it is permitted
even though that is indeed the person’s intent (see Orach Chaim
328:20-21 with Mishnah Berurah §69).

31. Explanation of the Gemara follows Eglei Tal, Tochein 46:4.

32. [This version differs slightly in wording from the first one, but is
substantively the same.]

33. See below, end of note 37.

34. [Le. in a case where the therapeutic value of the loose shattisa is
what prompts him to drink it to begin with.)

35. With regard to the ban against taking medicine on the Sabbath, the
crucial factor is not the person’s intent, but rather the appearance of his
actions. Hence, the Baraisa permits one to drink loose shattisa on the

Sabbath even for medicinal purposes. But with regard to reciting a
blessing, the crucial factor is the person’s intent in eating the food.
Hence, one would think that no blessing is recited when drinking loose
shattisa for medicinal purposes.

36. Since it is, after all, a beverage (see Rashi).

37. The blessing recited, however, is shehakol, because the person is
drinking it for its therapeutic value (see above, note 23; see Rama,
Orach Chaim 204:11).

[Other Rishonim (see Tosafos 1in xm v and Rabbeinu Yonah),
however, maintain that the reason shehakol is recited on loose shattisa
is that it is drunk as a beverage rather than eaten as a food (see Orach
Chaim 208:6 with Mishnah Berurap, §23). See also Mishnah Berurah
204:55. See Tzlach, who deals withfhow this approach fits with our
Gemara.]

[The Gemara has explained that Rav’s ruling was needed to preclude
the notion that no blessing at all is recited on a food eaten as medicine.
See Rosh Yosef, who questions why the Gemara did not say instead that
Rav’s ruling was needed to preclude the notion that mezonos is recited
on loose shattisa. See also Tzlach, who addresses this question.]

[The Gemara has apparently discussed only the need for Rav’s ruling
(that shehakol is recited on loose shattisa), not the need for Shmuel’s
ruling (that mezonos is recited on thick shattisa). Accordingly,
Maharshal emends the text above to read simply 377 Xo™y3, And [the
above ruling] of Rav is necessary, without the word Yxamun, and Shmuel.
Pnei Yehoshua xnnw m and Tzlach x>™y3 1, however, in fact
consider the need for Shmuel’s ruling, and explain the Gemara in a way
that it is addressing that as well. Accordingly, the text need not be
emended.]

38. Numbers 23:22 (translation follows Chochmas Manoach — see end
of note). As these words were uttered by Bilam nearly forty years after
the exodus from Egypt, God is being referred to here as the One Who
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KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

disagree? Xymina — Regarding the connotation of the word
“hamotzi.” 11301327 — The Rabbis [i.e. the Tanna Kamma of
the Baraisa] hold that  ypwn pax7 Kying — “hamotzi,” too,
connotes that He has brought forth, i.e. the term is used on the
pasis of what God has done, =wn nm 7% Xwing, 3m7
gy — for it is written: the One Who brings forth for you
water from the rock of flint.”® =2p nmam 17 — But R
Nechemyah holds that ynwn pwng xwini — “haemotzi”
connotes that He brings forth,“” npnn bonx xwying,, MR8y
»priyn NiP30 — as it is stated: I am Hashem, your God, the One
Who brings you forth from under the burdens of Egypt."3
The view of the Rabbis:

1227 — And how do the Rabbis, who hold that hamotzi connotes
what has been done in the past, explain the verse cited by R’
Nechemyah? 5% Ryt ™2 RYTIP D KR 127

that [verse], this is what the Holy One, Blessed is He, is saying
to the Israelites: 13% X351 72 — When I eventually take you
out of Egypt, xnbn 1% xymay — I will perform for you
miraculous things, inwr7 ™41 » — so that you will know
ormyRn Ian MR X XK1 — that I am the One Who took

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 38a*
you out of Egypt, oy oy /iy » ooy, 3m3T —
as it is written: and you will know that I am Hashem, your
God, the One Who brings [you] forth ..."
The Gemara records an incident related to this dispute.

TIVRY 377 BN Y 37 12 [NK] RN @Y 12 M pranen
a1 21 12 — The Rabbis praised to R’ Zeira a certain scholar
known as®’! the son of Rav Zevid, the brother of R’ Shimon
the son of Rav Zevid, 1 ninq23 'y xan Hi1) D7 — saying
in praise of him that he is a great man and an expert in the
laws of blessings. onb "mx — [R’ Zeira] said to them:
»15 1m0 X2wsb — When he comes to you, bring him
to me.*®  m3% vhpr X0 Rt — One time he visited [R’
Zeira]l. xpom mb ypox ~ They brought out bread for him.
Xvyin Yy nnd — He began reciting the blessing on bread and
said “motzi” (rather than “hamotzi”). =pr — [R’ Zeira]
remarked critically: "3y X3 Simy 08T vhy orpixy KM
K31 ni37232 — This is the one about whom they say that he isa
great man and an expert in the laws of blessings? x xnhwa
xwying mr — It would have been well if he had said
“hamotzi,”

NOTES

brought them forth (past tense) from Egypt (see Rashi). Thus, x¥m
connotes in the past [as niym is simply the word xv¥im suffixed with a
b to denote them or their].

All agree that the blessing should convey the sense that Hashem has
brought forth (past tense) bread from the earth, since He has already
brought forth the bread that one is about to eat (Rashi). And, as the
Gemara has just said, all agree that the word xyin without the prefix i1
indeed connotes “in the past.” The question, as the Gemara will now
explain, is only whether the word xwwinn (with the prefix i) also
connotes the past.

As is well known, in Hebrew grammar the verb K'yin means
he brings forth (denoting the present, or continuing action); x»yin
means he brought forth (past); and Xy means he will bring forth
(future). The prefix 17 added to the verb X'y (to form xv¥a1) simply
adds the definite article (changing the meaning to “the one” who brings
forth) [or at times comes in place of v, that, changing the meaning to
that brings forth — see Radak to I Kings 11:9]. Thus, the Gemara
cannot have meant that x»yin when used as a verb denotes the past
tense. Rather, the Gemara understands that x»yi in this blessing is
being used as a noun (a common usage in Hebrew), and means the
One Who brings forth bread from the ground; that is, God, Who is the
One constantly bringing forth bread from the earth. We desire,
however, a noun form that denotes the one who does so and who has
also done so in the past (as explained in the preceding paragraph).
Accordingly, the Gemara brings a proof from the verse pxwin Sy
oy, God, the One Who brings them forth from Egypt, where xwyin is
necessarily being used as a noun [as it refers to the past, which the verb
K¥in cannot do — see beginning of this paragraph] and is used to
describe God because of what he has done in the past (see at length
Chochmas Manoach, on whose comments our approach to this sugya is
based).

39. Deuteronomy 8:15 (translation follows Chochmas Manoach — see
end of preceding note). Moses is addressing the Israelites in the
Wilderness at the end of the fortieth year, exhorting them that their
future prosperity in the Land of Israel not cause them to forget

Hashem, Who has provided their water and other needs in the
Wilderness these many years. Thus, the word x'ying, the One Who
brings forth, used in the verse refers to the One Who has brought forth
(past tense) water from the rock of flint (see Rashi).

40. Le. the noun Xvwing, the One Who brings forth, is used to describe
God because of what He will do in the future, though He has not done
s0 in the past (see Rashi).

41, Exodus 6:71. Moses is instructed to declare this in the name of God to
the Israelites enslaved in Egypt. Since the redemption was yet to be,
God is being referred to as xyini, the One Who brings forth, solely on
the basis of what He will do, not on the basis of what He has already
done (see Rashi).

This usage is not at odds with the usage found in the verse
(Deuteronomy 8:15) cited above by the Rabbis. On the contrary, the
present verse indicates that God is referred to in Deuteronomy 8:15 as
“the One Who brings forth water” because He would continue to
produce for them water (for the duration of their stay in the
Wilderness), not because He already had (Rashi).

42. This is the beginning of the verse cited by R’ Nechemyah. {The
Rabbis point to the first part of the verse, nym5x 1 1K » ony ™, And
you “will” know that I am Hashem your God . . ., which indicates that
the reference is to the knowledge the Israelites will have in the future,
after they are redeemed from Egypt. At that future point, they will
realize that God is “the One Who brings them forth” because of what
He has already done for them.]

[R’ Nechemyah, however, interprets ' "X *» DpyI not as a
prediction, but as a command — and you “shall” know that I am
Hashem — i.e. you shall recognize right now while you are still enslaved
that I am Hashem, the One Who brings you forth, because of what T will
do for you.]

43. Based on the reading of Maharshal; cf. Dikdukei Soferim.
44. Literally: when he comes to your hand bring him to my hand.

45, [See a slightly different version of this Gemara cited by Rosh,
Pesachim 1:10.]
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38b! KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
13312 XD3YTT 1YRYKI KpYL 11YnYK — for he would have then
taught us the meaning of the verse,® and he would have also
taught us that the law is in accordance with the Rabbis.®
Ky KT KoK — But with that which he says “motzi,” xn
12 ynwnp — what is he teaching us?!®

The Gemara remarks:
T2y7 ¥1K) — And the son of Rav Zevid’s reason for what he did,
by saying “motzi,” was Xpyhon Mol paxh — to remove
himself from a matter of dispute.*!

The Gemara concludes:
YT 10 onb xeying xnabm — And the law is that we recite on
bread hamotzi lechem min haaretz, 1137312 xnpmr1 ~ for we
hold in accordance with the Rabbis, ynun poxT »18T —
who say that hamotzi, téo, connotes “the One Who has brought
forth.”s!

The Gemara discusses the next part of the Mishnah which
states:
191 IRIN NPT by — AND ON VEGETABLES ONE SAYS etc. [the
One Who creates the fruit of the ground].

The Gemara notes:
np7 Xm11 nipYr unp — The Mishnah states the case of
vegetables in juxtaposition with and thus similar to its case of
bread, to teach us® that K7 *1? Yy MWW ns my — just as
the case of bread refers to something that was transformed
through fire, =xm *1 by RAYY ™1 NP7 gx — so, too, the
case of vegetables refers to those that were transformed
through fire, i.e. cooked vegetables.! wax7 RMmwn 1RI21 MK
— Rabbenai said in the name of Abaye: niphy nnix nXY
TRIRT ™15 X913 by poan — This juxtaposition says, in effect,

2y A4 4

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

that on cooked vegetables, we recite the blessing the One Wiy
creates the fruit of the ground.  (nD7 XM NP INRF Wy
— From where is this known? From that which the Mishnah
states the case of vegetables in juxtaposition with and thyg
similar to the case of bread.)®

The Gemara cites a public lecture given by Rav Chisda
regarding the blessing on cooked vegetables:

x70n 271 W1 — Rav Chisda announced in a public lecture:

w31 own — It was reported in the name of our teacher —
27 11 — and who is this? Rav: 3 X713 omby Panan niphy
187 — On cooked vegetables, we recite the blessing the One
Who creates the fruit of the ground. yx» ¥1797 wniam
5x1in — And (Rav Chisda continued) our teachers who come
down from the Land of Israel — 701 v317 mwmwn Xow um
Tpr — and who is this? Ulla — said in the name of R’
Yochanan:® 11372 num Yaow ey PR niphy - On
cooked vegetables, we recite the blessing that everything
came into being through His word, which apparently contra-
dicts Rav’s ruling in this matter.t9 pix 1) — And I, Rav
Chisda, say to reconcile these seemingly contradictory rulings,un
that it depends on the vegetable: 78T ™8 X992 inbnnw by -
In the case of any vegetable whose blessing in its initial state
(i.e. when eaten raw) is the One Who creates the fruit of the
ground,™ in372 mq Yaaw pYw — if one cooks it, the
blessing now recited is that everything came into being through
His word.t 1372 s Yanw inrnw 521 — And in the case of
any vegetable whose blessing in its initial state is that every-
thing came into being through His word,™ 3 x93 o
787 — if one cooks it; the blessing now recited is the One Who
creates the fruit of the ground.!s

NOTES

1. Le. that the meaning of Exodus 6:7 is that you will know then — after
I, God, deliver you from Egypt — that I am Hashem, the One Who brings
you forth . . . (as the Rabbis above have explained this verse — see 38a
note 42).

2. Who say that hamotzi is a reference to what God has already done
(Rashi). [And thus it is also an acceptable formula for the blessing. (See,
however, note 5.)]

3. All agree that “motzi” is a valid formula, and he has thus taught us
- nothing new (see Rashi). [Surely, the son of Rav Zevid did not mean to
rule in accordance with the minority view of R’ Nechemyah.] :

R’ Zeira holds that a person should formulate his blessings in a way
that maximizes what can be learned from that formula. Thus, given the
choice between hamotzi and motzi — both of which are acceptable
according to the Rabbis — the son of Rav Zevid should have opted for
hamotzi, which would have taught us both the meaning of the verse and
that the halachah follows the Rabbis that one does fulfill his obligation
by saying hamotzi (Rosh, Pesachim 1:10; see also Taz, Orach Chaim
167:4). See, however, note 5.

4. Not wishing to involve himself in the matter of dispute between R’
Nechemyah and the Rabbis, he gave preference to “motzi,” which is
universally acceptable. o

R’ Zeira, however, held that it would have been better for him to say
“hamotzi,” as explained in the preceding note. [The Gemara below (50a)
seems to indicate that, on the contrary, the avoidance of dispute in
matters of blessings is preferable. See Taz, Orach Chaim 167:4, who
addresses this difficulty.]

5. Therefore, one should recite the blessing in accordance with the view
of the Rabbis, as explained in note 3.

Alternatively, the Rabbis’ formula “hamotzi” is preferable to “motzi,”
since in the latter formula (o oY% xyn oiva 99n wady [ ARk P2
y2xi7), the succession of the words kaolam and motzi creates consecutive
n (mem ) sounds, which would tend to merge into one rather than being
articulated distinctly. When reciting hamotzi, however, the 7, ha, sound
intervenes between the two mem sounds, and thereby avoids the
problem of merging (Yerushalmi, cited by Tosafos and Rosh; see Ritva
for another explanation). [And though the succession of mem sounds
occurs anyway in the words %7 10 o1, the Sages had no choice but to

leave that expression as is, since it is faken from Scripture — Psalms
104:14 (Tosafos; Rosh).]

6. See Prei Yehoshua, and Tos. Anshei Shem to the Mishnah.

7. In effect, then, the Mishnah is teaching that even though vegetables
have been cooked, they retain their original status [as “fruits of the
ground’’] and one recites haadamah before eating them [as the Gemara
will now state] (Rashi).

8. The words in parentheses are apparently redundant and are indeed
absent from the text cited by Rif and Rosh (see Mesoras HaShas). [See,
however, Tosafos sinpn i1 with Maharsha. See also Dikdukei Soferim,
who cites a text in which it is rather the earlier words nypix nxy, this says,
that are absent.]

9. Ulla would often travel from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia [which is
called “going down” because Eretz Yisrael is higher than all the other
lands (see Kiddushin 69a-b)]. In Babylonia, he reported the teachings of
R’ Yochanan, one of the leading Amoraim of Eretz Yisrael.

10. See Divrei David, who explains what the rationale for the dispute
would be.

11. Rashi; cf. Rabbeinu Yonah in explanation of Rif.

12..That is, a vegetable which is generally eaten raw and thus takes the
haadamah blessing in its raw state (Rashi).

13. The transformation of flavor effected by cooking constitutes a
significant change from the natural state. And since this change is for the
worse (as the vegetable is generally eaten raw; see Tosafos > nnawn T
Rashba et al.), the blessing the One Who creates the “‘fruit of the ground
is no longer appropriate (see Rashi). [If, however, the change would be
for the better, the kaadamah blessing would be appropriate, since the
vegetable would be considered to be in the ultimate state envisioned by
the one who planted it.]

14. That is, a vegetable that is generally not eaten raw, so that one W¥l0
eats it raw recites only shehakol [since it is not yet in the state that its
planter originally envisioned] (Rashi).

15. For it is only upon being transformed through cooking that it reaches
the ultimate state envisioned by the one who planted it (Rashi; see 368
note 10). [Thus, only then can it appropriately be called a “fruit of the
ground.”’]
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38b? KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

The Gemara questions Rav Chisda’s statement:
MR M XA PRY T2 M Saaw inbnnw b xpbwa —
Now, all is well with the second part of Rav Chisda’s statement —
any vegetable whose blessing in its initial state is that every-
thing came into being through His word, if one cooks it, the
blessing is the One Who creates the fruit of the ground —
cabbage, beets, and pumpkins, which are generally eaten
cooked and not raw.  1phW mpIRn M3 X713 inbnnw by xbx
Ysnw — But the first part of Rav Chisda’s statement — any
vegetable whose blessing in its initial state is the One Who
creates the fruit of the ground, if one cooks it, the blessing is
that everything came into being through His word — a9
a% nnawn — how do you find it? Which vegetables are eaten
specifically raw?

The Gemara answers:
PNy 13 mem 37 'k — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:
113 mina 8% nrown — You find it in the cases of garlic and
leek, which are generally eaten specifically raw.0e!

The Gemara now cites Rav Nachman’s public lecture on this
matter:
1M 21 ¥17 — Rav Nachman announced in a public lecture:
11 DWwn — It was reported in the name of our teacher —
bxmw 111 — and who is this? Shmuel: by po93n niphy
MmN MB K13 — On cooked vegetables, we recite the
blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the ground. 1323m
bt yaxn ow3 — And (Rav Nachman continued) oar

~ colleagues who come down from the Land of Israel —

qnK i 1297 v Ry — and who is this? Ullat? — said in
the name of R’ Yochanan: mm Yaaw yrby pongn niphw
11272 — On cooked vegetables, we recite the blessing that
everything came into being through His word. +nix 1K)
mnw npibnn — And I, Rav Nachman, say that it [the matter of
dispute between Shmuel and R’ Yochanan] is a matter of
Tannaic dispute.’® xwun7 — For it was taught in a Baraisa:
MY PRI PRYP — WE CAN FULFILL the obligation to eat
matzah on Pesach WITH A WAFER of matzah THAT WAS SOAKED in
water niny Xbw by1ap21 — OR WITH ONE THAT WAS COOKED but
THAT DID NOT DISSOLVE.®!  *nxp 121 ™37 — These are THE
WORDS OF R’ MEIR. 91K D' 127) — BUT R’ YOSE SAYS:  QRy#
WY P12 — WE CAN FULFILL the obligation WITH A WAFER of
matzah THAT WAS SOAKED in water, 5 5y qx bwana &b bax

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

mn2 XYY — BUT NOT WITH ONE THAT WAS COOKED, EVEN IF IT DIp
NOT DISSOLVE.2" Rav Nachman reasons that just as R’ Meir holds
that cooked matzah (if it has not dissolved) retains its origina}
status, so too would he hold that cooked vegetables retain their
original status as “fruits of the ground,” and their blessing would
remain haadamah, as Shmuel rules. And just as R’ Yose holdg
that cooked matzah (though intact) loses its original status, so too
would he hold that cooked vegetables lose their original status as
“fruits of the ground,” and their blessing would change to
shehakol, as R’ Yochanan rules.
The Gemara?! rejects Rav Nachman’s analogy:

xw1 X5y — But this is not correct. 13720 niphw xpby by
mMRTXT M8 K713 15y — For it might be that all Tannaim agree
[ie. even R’ Yose] that cooked vegetables retain their original
status as vegetables and that we recite upon them the blessing
the One Who creates the fruit of the ground. axp X583
oni 11 137 — And thus far, R’ Yose has not said there in that
Baraisa x2'91 nyn DYy 13737 oiwn Rpx — more than that one
cannot fulfill his obligation with cooked matzah because we

" require that the matzah have the taste of matzah,?? and it is

not there if the matzah is cooked.2  x37 Yax ~ But here, with
regard to the blessing on cooked vegetables, 171 'pir 137 9wy
— even R’ Yose agrees that cooking does not change the
vegetable’s status. Thus, one cannot relate the dispute between
Shmuel and R’ Yochanan to the dispute between R’ Meir and R’
Yose.4

Both Rav Chisda and Rav Nachman have reported what R’
Yochanan said regarding the blessing for cooked vegetables. The
Gemara now cites a dispute between R’ Yochanan’s students as to
their teacher’s opinion in this matter:
7271 931 10K K2R 132 KN 127 ax — R’ Chiya bar Abba said in
the name of R’ Yochanan: g x4ia omby patan niphy
a1 — On cooked vegetables, we recite the blessing the One
Who creates the fruit of the ground. "nx nD 73 PHRI2 2N
1371 1371 — But R’ Binyamin bar Yefess says in the name of R’
Yochanan: 11372 mima oy omby 13730 niphw — On cooked
vegetables, we recite the blessing that everything came into
being through His word. pny' 93 pm 371 "mx — Rav
Nachman bar Yitzchak said: pnwa 113 mnwawh xbw vap
np 13 — Ulla, who said in the name of R’ Yochanan that one
recites shehakol on cooked vegetables, ingrained his mistake
in accordance with the testimony of R’ Binyamin bar Yefess.*

NOTES

16. Since they taste better raw than cooked. [Though it is plain to see
that, on the contrary, these vegetables taste better when cooked, that
enhancement of flavor results from the meat and salt with which they
are cooked. Pure garlic and leek, however, taste better raw than cooked
(Tosafos; see Rama, Orach Chaim 205:1 with Taz §3 and Magen
Avraham $§5).] '

17. Rav Nachman was a [more] prominent personage [see Sifsei
Chachamim] and [unlike Rav Chisda] referred to Ulla as “colleague”
rather than “teacher” (Rashi).

18. [Literally: is recorded in the Tannaic sources as being in dispute.]
Unlike Rav Chisda, Rav Nachman takes these two rulings to be at
odds with one another, as both refer to all cooked vegetables, whether
generally eaten cooked or raw. Shmuel holds that in all cases,
haadamah is recited on cooked vegetables, whereas R’ Yochanan holds
that shehakol is recited. And their dispute reflects an earlier dispute of
Tannaim, as Rav Nachman proceeds to show (see Rashi).
19. Though the matzah has been soaked or cooked, it [retains its
original status and] is still considered "1y bnY, bread of affliction [see
above, 37b note 26] (Rashi). [However, once it dissolves (see above, 37a
note 17), it is no longer considered “bread,” and it is therefore no longer
fit for the mitzvah of eating “bread” of affliction. ]

20. [Rav Nachman assumes that] in R’ Yose’s view, bread that is cooked

is no longer considered “bread” (Rashi).
21. See Rashba.
22. See Mishnah Berurah 475:29; cf. Maharatz Chayes here.

23. All agree that it is necessary that matzah have the taste of matzah
in order to be used for the mitzvah (see Pesachim 115a with Rashi and
Rashbam % Svam ). The dispute between R’ Meir and R’ Yose is
only whether the taste of cooked matzah is considered “the taste of
matzah” (Rashba; cf. Rabbeinu Yonah and Pnei Yehoshua).

24. In practice, the cooking process affects different vegetables
differently, and the blessing on the vegetable varies accordingly — see
Orach Chaim 205:1 with Mishnah Berurah and Beur Halachah.

25, Translation based on Rashi. [Alternatively, this is to be rendered:
established his rote, ie. his body of memorized law (see Mesoras
HaShas; see also Aruch [a] waw 'y).]

26. Though Ulla above quotes R’ Yochanan as ruling that shehakol is
recited on cooked vegetables, Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak contends that
Ulla did not actually hear R’ Yochanan say so. Rather, Ulla heard this
report of R’ Yochanan’s ruling from R’ Binyamin bar Yefess, and
committed it to memory until he came to believe that R’ Yochanan
actually ruled this way. This caused Ulla to report the ruling to the
yeshivah in R’ Yochanan’s name (see Rashi).



33

)

eoi
[er bi"é’:-

Mona

WY DB

PN TR

76

SED LI OVEIDE 10 ApT BETD - S PINED  of7 wip BY 1% Hrsinay ooy . 01 Prnd xn:bm
- BOREED YD P by rswsor . P EOb0 pmE £39wd Bip v Prop Ewn ninen® nEp

ooz 5o Wk . 1D UpEE MY 65 us om B0Ey Hh m p ondan ek frin OHed o prpbd
TPSEPY 3D PR < on7ho b H3 W0mID Poaam WP 23001 O3d WD P

- ORIDEn P . B e
Yt v S MO hdE : 3
b 530 o 1om D UPBT
W OMN . N0E P WY
sp b OB ppipns
D [n B P php oomsT
P> .5 isopon propTho
3D o170 £°3 whppp S0
Toom fipwnd ophnp dpoh
2D I3 05 P jrph 3oop
» % o phe pr L3
fw Soopp Wb oh wivbnE
winh s o . pde s Tasn
™D H73 T WD D H
P . 5 Py onihe
o pimde 2 SPwp . vy oD
LR »

Phwd wp Bh 3Ep e 30
»i Soop ppbp b tvpn
377 DPWD3 YD OOF - WP
g vmn By 3 v
P PP VNI Pov I Man
b7 1735 HHWE D1 b Of P
£ phy 5 opins Hp lep
<WOED PP MRS spr
D¥p o oS pivh v oms
£ 56 :ow ond 03 PP
:wph ond d w7 - dposs
o3 oody . DT BT 5 iph
230 190 3 B 6p opdns
B () s ™ opaph fhw
Sovp Sod pov ™ opn b
D PHD3 W WL o md
P33 b vED; 1whs bepmip
WD IpOY 3 SR NI
P33 DWINE 1 PpLpps HM
™37 d OB BH Y BYMD
33 mp a3 1937 B (3) s Y
o pyme 3 bpdens 63b
7 1 9 vy punh b vh
Dby bED 93 - M MW
(3) o3 30 phppmbc W
@69 Mo vd £ Hvp 37 35H ol
ppde v pov 230 b B
<amvbe W HB Y rhop
$omin3 hp opp Fob fndh
o pp oop - P DA
D (10 ohes) Fp O oD
pps <o B 556 1oy
oo ;;spw;b oup b;a wp
3 phe php o (B ¢
¥ Pmdh o orn rpabﬁ)
WHPIDNO PUE . D WDIN3
< B oM BYL ST Spunn
: vp ™ op 93 b M3

%3

PO RASHTT PPN NP PR
TP TN ST OND R KT KON
XSWn® NASOM® NED Twns Perb
PENT N 3T Y P o oo
DT AP A3 IR PP O s
AR P MR 0D I DT XY
WIIT DR IR P uAR D P
PO Ppbw MW NN NINT TR
NPT WA FIINT D N3 Y
oW DN 2% W (NDT N DpY
N2 oY IR MPRY 37 W
SR PR TINT WMIM AN T
npbe e P T s 8O um
W T T S oy o
Pow M B R3O O Taw
m Som wornw Sanmanans S
50 Msbwa e ™ N3 PO W
xmp2 e vma e o nonne
55 §oeap) 8pbDY k3D S oo
nrswe o Sane pow Rnea o
WA 7O AR pAxY 13 o ¥R D
W WA oD S 3N PN
xps oy oo npbe Sxuw
RoW A SxeA Py oI BRI
PRy PO PPOW S e T s
oM R W BT e oo
Spnmam) W PP PNEY R
DL N DY N B 1T i K
8o prpx Seona kS SR ven P
oy oo mpbe P N 89 e
NON DT DY " NP RO IRD T NP2
DR NS Do ROTIBOPD PpIToRD
AN YN N T R IR TS B Y
3 D M NTIES oY Panan mpy
Some oy poan MpbY e 8 N
KoW PIp P N3 YR YRR A

T OYINF RS RN MO mnRawd*

GEN By 3 PMI AP D DIRM S
PUTERIN D NI NN D N
DIV 3 ST I S KNP AN
RINTD XN DN Y PN D
e bR T e pndn 5o
T 85 MS M3 PENI M N
NDITN RVITT PTID WY 0 1 TN

5 on pa Py o PO

(petosy 3> HIPT opo hp
p ond Hwd o1bd Pr3vh
YIRS D3 £ 0 R
pup " T Pwih w3
PP 3D < or hopap
By DI W Y L oo AN
£n fmdpd wpph P ap poY
fish fmbod pupen phe o>
Db o931 ME3 ph pEd O wd
D¥DIP3 M PIPTD b o030
thesd ) o B opp
<D D3 O A
b b
VDT I IpUaEn IEs0T D)
1PHIY 12103P PiooY 30 SIS
3 P 5 oz 937 S5 oI
m> AWM D pd dEsn
P OPED [ pmep W
EEp B PIOCoNEh 9593
™5 PO O ODHN PP WD
Sope 1530 w0 713 dpan o o
OTP S ME3D 0h 3w H0 P
103 Ko 3 Bpden ey 195
OB "PD PIEASD Ty PIIDE
1UEm J50E B9y posn p
pwwnn b Py onabe B3
o pobd b hp opEm
199D 12931 dIon3 pipip 1o
3 1e0 s 6o pdosm doop
BT3P 1R Powdw b
Wb 190 " HM3 e TIn
ME33 popnnd 937 Yo o¥pba
82 103 H51 DI Pp
o070 +9p H 3 190 I3 o
w37d 9h% P lvop ovpm
peD RO 39 wm oM
" Hpwd wpEHT (7) DPiE
39 op160 %D H3 b s
D 19730 DpE nhy jem
fi3b =3 60 27 dpaf AN
W DPSE 3531 oo s hp
b3 8h H3p 3 pep
) o Aowd oupEnT
mh3h3fp > b Ham
£373 e mby per s povs
nh7 oo 7B s riv T8
Jen pov pbbe S8 9w
D B fprr 1hY - omnip
o oEiE3 o0 o o 3 Ak
oip or3 wbh b mp o
1P P+ de PN 2 o

%3

= N3 Y PEn W WP D Sy e YD meps
5 P SaN 3P IR TN N RIN 1D N TR TN AN
AN v YnoBa PP 8393 s W A Fonn Yo

whw pp AN oD oY T

o35 pyn ™2 kM vOp Tap

XoN T3 D o vhy oo Ahnna xebwa wvp vnbmn wh npbe mussew MO
I M RDY 5 Sp prom Moy nwd 8 ket T w qoad

o e
8 3 &5 San o
T DYD PYIT ONT R KD ONDR

b2y
a33

m5p I3 NEY MDD NN P I3 KEY OIWY NP * Snww
ppde wp vmnbma D M pornan b ppde
ot o Sp on o a9 KM I e 7 0 e koS

oD Y
mIo "

Top D esrmy
o5 3 pon
" »ED D pre
B3P mp P
P M 13 a1)
me s ko
03" b ppIp O
» pe) H 9w
(> 9o
Ap ¥D pay)
150 im
BT PED D
2799 b 1D
P3N D mp y M
3 95%0 o5m n
oI fn e wp
19 gD D Db
on h"p 1 )
2513 9 P
PPy oy
» e b eew
b g

n"an s
39 b 5 v (F)
R
2Hhw o 93 o3
I DY P3N
0D "7 (3) s opiE
EBY 9 JE3I DY ‘D)
3 am() ¥
B 33 a3 39 40
o o (1) oD
EDY Y2 41 pAOtn
reb oppdsy oo
7o g opeh
sH b 73 P

md oD P

eI s

pwn P9
. Bmy fipokor ‘m3
190D 8D DO D
BRIy X )
o) ppoLy 077 ‘DI
b 31 H1> P 1L DY
. phoTp mo o
PIOYINT 375D ‘UPYD
- 2A4]



38b3 KEITZAD MEVARCHIN
R’ Zeira objects to the recording of R’ Yochanan’s position as a
matter of dispute:
X713 73 ¥1n — R’ Zeira pondered how this dispute between
R’ Chiya bar Abba and R’ Binyamin bar Yefess ever became
recorded in the yeshivah.2%  va1 byx ngy a3 e a9 my
Nax 93 N — Why, what comparison is there between R’
Binyamin bar Yefess and R’ Chiya bar Abba?28 12 xvny a1
M2 101 29N KYRY M) P11 Kax — R’ Chiya bar Abba is
precise when memorizing a teaching from R’ Yochanan his
teacher, pm1 x5 N 93 N3 27 — whereas R’ Binyamin
bar Yefess is not precise. ni pnbn b3 xax 93 X s T
m37 100 1277 AR AT 97 — And furthermore, every
thirty days R’ Chiya bar Abba would review his learning
before R’ Yochanan his teacher,? 1 X% npr vz poona
— whereas R’ Binyamin bar Yefess did not review in this
manner. "I 9331 1*7 1% 12 11 — And furthermore, aside
from this and aside from this, i.e. aside from these two general
reasons for considering R’ Chiya bar Abba’s version reliable to the
exclusion of the version of R’ Binyamin bar Yefess, there is a
direct proof that R’ Yochanan never ruled that shehakol is recited
on cooked vegetables.® pamr yaw mb Yy xoRMN XINMT
117192 — For with regard to this furmesa bean, which they cook
seven times in a pot WY mupa MY HIx) — and they then
eat it as a dessert,®0 pnir a1 ¥oxy) ink — they came and
asked R’ Yochanan as to which blessing should be recited on it,
115 "R — and he said to them: 7 ™18 K792 by Po9an
— We recite on it the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of
the ground.®™ a9 — And furthermore, there is yet another
direct proof that R’ Yochanan never issued the ruling attributed
to him by R’ Binyamin bar Yefess. x2x 13 xwr a1 9nx — For
R’ Chiya bar Abba said: m%n n1 baxw a7 217 Ry MKy 2K
— I saw R’ Yochanan eat a salted olive,s® mhnn vhy pam
q10] — and he recited a blessing on it both at the beginning,
before eating it, and at the end, after eatingit. Npbwa KK

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS

mmp wmnbm3 niphw — Now, this is fine if you say that in R’
Yochanan’s view cooked vegetables or those steeped in salt
remain in their original status, 3 K292 P9y 7130 nonna
y¥:7 — for it would mean that at the beginning he would recite
on it the blessing the One Who creates the fruit of the tree,
Wt Py nox 1993 vy 7130 nioah — and at the end he would
recite on it one blessing that is an abridgment of three.ss
VR ¥TNYMA KT NIPYY nan '8 X9 ~ But if you say that
in R’ Yochanan’s view cooked vegetables or those steeped in
salt do remain in their original status as vegetables,®s
11272 m Sanw 1oy 77an nYnna xpbwa — then although it is
fine that at the beginning he would recite on it the blessing
that everything came into being through His word, xhx
7121 'R nivab — but at the end what blessing would he
recite?iel

The Gemara answers:
X2 rma b3 by jimom nian nivo: x1ia xubr — Perhaps, at the
end R’ Yochanan would recite on it the One Who creates
numerous living things and their deficiencies; for all that He
has created . . .®7

The Gemara now challenges the opinion of those that hold that
cooked vegetables retain their status as vegetables:
bxwmy 13 poyr 371 21y — Rav Yitzchak bar Shmuel raised
an objection from the following Mishnah:®¥  xyv oIxw nip7
neDa 1NN ™ 112 — ... THE bitter VEGETABLES WITH WHICH
ONE CAN FULFILL HIS OBLIGATION to eat maror ON the first
night of PESACH.. 2%  1a%w nbpa1 102 XY — ONE CAN FULFILL
the obligation WITH THEM (i.e. with the leaves) OR WITH THEIR
STALES... Towian x5 ppby x5 peisns kY bax — BUTNOT if
PICKLED, NOR if STEWED, NOR if COOKED.M%  9ny7 Npho W)
"wp !n’}n‘g’n:;l — Now, if it should enter your mind that [cooked
vegetables] remain in their original status as vegetables,
&% wxnx by — then why does one not fulfill his obligation by
eating stewed or cooked maror?

NOTES

27. Since R’ Chiya bar Abba’s testimony regarding R’ Yochanan’s
position is so much more reliable than the testimony of R’ Binyamin bar
Yefess [as R’ Zeira proceeds to demonstrate], the latter’s testimony
should have been rejected out of hand, and should never have been
presented as a dissenting opinion. R’ Zeira finds it inconceivable that R’
Binyamin bar Yefess’ opinion should even be mentioned together with
that of R’ Chiya bar Abba (Rashi, cf. Rashba).

28. Literally: what is R’ Binyamin bar Yefess's association with R’
Chiya bar Abba?

29. [Though a*1mYn, his learning, generally refers to one’s entire body
of learning, it does not seem reasonable to interpret it that way here.
Rather,] the meaning here is that R’ Chiya bar Abba would review
(before R’ Yochanan) on the thirty-first [alternatively: thirtieth; see
Tos. R’ Yehudah HeChasid and Tos. HaRosh] day that which he had
learned during the preceding thirty days (Tosafos) in order to ensure
the accuracy of what he had learned (Ritva). [See, however, Be'er Sheva
to Kereisos 27a (x1X 12 K1 1 Kim i7+7), who seeks to demonstrate that
the reference here is indeed to his entire body of learning.]

30. Rashi.

3L If cooked fewer than seven times, however, the fturmesa bean
remains bitter (see Beitzah 25b with Rashi).

32. Evidently, R’ Yochanan holds that cooked vegetables retain their
status as vegetables (Rashi).

33. Le. one that has been packed in salt for many days (Rashi). This
kind of salting has the same effect as heat (ibid., from Pesachim 76a).
34. Just as cooked vegetables or those steeped in salt retain their
original status, so too cooked or salted fruits. Thus, he recited on the
salted olive ha'eitz before eating and Al Ha’Eitz afterwards, just as one
would do for fresh olives.

35. And similarly, a salted olive would no longer be considered a “fruit
of the tree.”

36. Though the blessing that R’ Yochanan reportedly made before
eating the salted olive might have been shehakol, what is the blessing
that he is reported to have made afterwards?

The Gemara’s question is based on the view of Rav Yitzchak bar
Avdimi (below, 44b) that Borei Nefashos is only recited after eating eggs
or meat, but not after eating other foods. Accordingly, if the salted olive
loses its status as a “fruit of the tree,” rendering the blessing Al
Ha’Eitz (which one usually recites after eating a fruit of the seven
species) no longer appropriate, no blessing whatsoever would be recited
afterwards (Tzlach; see also Pnei Yehoshua).

37. In other words, perhaps R’ Yochanan follows the other Amoraim
(below, 44b), who disagree with Rav Yitzchak bar Avdimi and hold that
Borei Nefashos is recited after eating any food for which a different
after-blessing is not prescribed. Thus, even if R’ Yochanan’s view is that
a salted olive is no longer considered a “fruit of the tree,” he would still
have recited Borei Nefashos after eating it (Tzlach).

38. Pesachim 39a (see below, end of note 40).

39. On the first night of Pesach, one must eat maror [bitter herbs], as
stated in Exodus 12:8.

40. b, stewed, refers to those which are cooked to a greater-than-
average degree, and they are thus different from those that are simply
cooked in the regular manner (see Rashi; see also Rashi to Pesachim
39a ypYow 1 see also Tos. HaRosh here).

[This Mishnah, as cited by the Gemara here, differs markedly
(though not substantively) from the way the Mishnah actually ap-
pears in Pesachim 39a. What the Gemara cites here resembles more
closely the Baraisa cited on Pesachim 39b. Dikdukei Soferim, however,
cites texts in which the Gemara’s citation here begins with buf 7ot
pickled . .., which is an exact quote from the Mishnah there, and he
notes that this seems to have been the reading of Rashi x> 728 73
Teiaa]
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38b* KEITZAD MEVARCHIN CHAPTER SIX BERACHOS

The Gemara answers:
R3H1 919 oyv 1eyaT ong usy — It is different there, in
the case of maror, for we require the taste of maror,
and it is not there if the bitter herb is pickled, stewed or
cooked .t

The Gemara raises a question on the incident cited above:
K71 7379 7 11 mY mr — R’ Yirmiyah said to R’ Zeira;
mbn nu by 9130 12w it 1271 — How did R’ Yochanan recite a
blessing on a salted olive after eating it? myyaY% xYpwn
— Why, once the pit is taken away,

NOTES

41. Thus, although the stewed herbs retain their status as “fruits of the
ground,” which is the deciding factor with regard to the laws of

blessings, they cannot be used for the mitzvah of maror, since the
not retain their faste (see Rashi).




KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

KWW 1 13 — it has less than the amount required for an
after-blessing!® — 7 —

R’ Zeira answers:
mb g — Hesaid to [R’ Yirmiyah): j'w3 5913 nus nn3om —
Do you think that we need the volume of a large olive for
consumption to qualify as “eating”?  12w31in3 N1 — Weneed
only the volume of a medium olive (XX xi11 — and that there
is in what remains of the olive eaten by R’ Yochanan);#  xymm
B 277 AmpY 1nmxT — and that salted olive which they
brought before R’ Yochanan and which he ate i b1y noy —
wasalarge olive, mninryb mbpwTa by gxT ~ so that even

- though they removed its pit, x7uw mb wo — there still

remained the required amount, which is the volume of a
medium olive; a1 — for we learned in a Mishnah:® nn
IPXY — THE OLIVE THAT THEY [the Rabbis] SPORE of when
defining “eating” as consuming at least an olive’s volume®  x%
b3 851 Jup — is NEITHER the SMALL olive, NOR the LARGE olive,
nira XIX — BUT RATHER THE MEDIUM olive. 723X ¥1J1 ~ AND
THIS IS THE AGURI olive.!®!

The Gemara elaborates on the aguri olive:
113K 137 1K) — And R’ Abahu said:  v1max X7x oy Mg xS
my — Its true name is not aguri, but rather avrufi is its true
name. Y *o1p 1% *R) — Or, as some say it: Its true name
issamrusi. ™K MY K73 MY — And why is it called aguri?
i2in3 9K iy — Because its oil is gathered (agur) within it.®

The Gemara returns to the original discussion regarding the
blessing for cooked vegetables:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 39a!
"Riny NP1 — Let us say that the question of whether cooked
vegetables retain their original status with regard to blessings is
essentially an argument between Tannaim. »1%n iy
X715 121 R a0 viy1 — For there were these two disciples
who were sitting before Bar Kappara. 2am3) miph wan
niaot 1o T — They brought before him!” cabbage and
durmaskin® and partridge meat.® xR nw7 X79R 12 1M
7725 1:m — Bar Kappara gave one of [the disciples] permission
to recite the blessing.®®  ninyn3 by 3791 yop — Thereupon,
[the disciple] hastened and recited a shehakol blessing on
the partridge.’?  y11an »by a%% — His colleague mocked him
for having recited the blessing on the partridge, when he should
have recited a blessing on the cabbage.'8 x42p "2 vys — Bar
Kappara became angry, “nx — and he said: 793m0 by xb
vyis ux — It is not with the one who wrongly recited the
blessing on the partridge that I am now angry, %% Sy Npx
oyis 2K — but rather it is with the one who mocked him
that I am now angry. niya oyv oyv XHY m3 mpit 7730 Ox
obiyn — For if your colleague is like one who never tasted the
taste of meat in his life,19 by mabb m by nnx — on what
basis did you have the right to moek him? =y 237 — [Bar
Kappara] then said:i5 25 77300 5y K% oyin v ahabnn by xH
oyid — And it is not with the one who mocked that I am now
angry, but rather it is with the one who wrongly recited the
blessing on the partridge that I am now angry. -nx) — And
[Bar Kappara] said in explanation: Y 182 PN 735 oKX
1X2 R — Even if wisdom is not here, is greater age not

NOTES

1. The Torah states the requirement to recite an after-blessing (with
regard to the seven species) with the words (Deuteronomy 8:10): nax)
T0R " NK D121 DY), And you will “eat” and be satiated and you will
bless Hashem, your God. And since the expression “eat” in the Torah
denotes the consumption of at least an olive’s volume [a kezayis] (see
below, 41a-b), the Torah in effect commands one to recite the after-
blessing only if one eats an olive’s volume (Rashi; see Tosafos and Rosh ).
But in the single olive eaten by R’ Yochanan, there was not an olive’s
volume of edible fruit, since the olive is composed partly of an inedible
pit. How, then, did R’ Yochanan recite a blessing after eating less than
an olive’s volume of the fruit? (see Tosafos and Rosh; see also Sheleimah
Mishnaso).

[The Gemara’s question is only with regard to making an after-bless-
ing for less than a kezayis. But a prior-blessing must be recited on the
smallest amount of food, since (as stated above, 35a) it is forbidden to
derive [any] pleasure from this world without first reciting a blessing
(Tosafos).}

2. {The words x' i), and there is, seem extra in light of the Gemara’s
elaboration that follows, and are deleted by Rashash. ]

3. Keilim 17:8.

4. Rashi. [The same applies to the measure “kezayis’ mentioned with
regard to other laws (Rashash).]

5. Le. the aguri olive is the medium olive (Tiferes Yisrael ad loc.; see also
Rashi to Yoma 80a xunm o). Alternatively, when they spoke of a
medium “olive,” they did not refer to the mean of all olives, but rather
to the mean of the aguri olives, of which there is also a variety of sizes
(Mishnah Acharonah ad loc.).

6. Le. the oil is not absorbed in the meat of the fruit as are the juices of
apples and berries, but is rather collected in the fruit — as in the case of
grapes — ready to emerge (Rashi; cf. Yerushalmi cited by Eliyahu
Rabbah to Keilim ad loc.).

7. [Some texts read pianY i, they brought before “them” (see Dik-
dukei Soferim).]

8. Durmaskin is an herb called orache, or mountain spinach (Rashi, as
rendered by Targum HaLaaz). The cabbage would not be eaten unless
1t was first cooked (see Gemara above, 38b) [and the orache, too, was
cooked].

[Rashi cites others who translate durmaskin as prunes, but rejects
that explanation; see below, end of note 12.]

9. Translation follows Rashi, as rendered by Targum HaLaaz.

10. [That is, to recite it aloud on behalf of the entire group, who would
discharge their obligation to recite a blessing by listening to the recita-
tion and answering “Amen.”]

Though these foods were [apparently] brought out in the course of a
meal, the blessing on the bread did not cover them since they were not
being eaten with the bread. Hence, they required a separate blessing
(Rashi below x5 1K m3py i+, see below, 41b with Rashi mann X5w
myon). [According to other Rishonim, however, these foods would not
require a separate blessing if eaten in the course of a meal, even if they
are not actually eaten with the bread (see Tosafos to 41b xna5m ).}

[According to some commentators, Rashi assumes that these foods
were brought out in the course of the meal because, in Rashi’s view, one
cannot recite the blessing for food on behalf of other participants unless
they are joined together at a bread meal (see Sheleimah Mishnaso and
Meromei Sadeh; see also Pnei Yehoshua to Tosafos ynarm and Tzlach to
Rashi 3 prompr ).}

11. [Literally: jumped.] Le. without first consulting Bar Kappara as to
which food he should recite the blessing on (see Sheleimah Mishnaso).

12. As the Gemara will explain, this disciple held that the blessing for all
three foods was the same (see below), so that one blessing would cover
them all. Therefore, he was supposed to recite that one blessing on the
meat, because it was the food that appealed most to him {see Mishnah
below, 40b).

{Rashi (above ppon 1 i) rejects the translation of durmaskin as
“prunes,” for the blessing on prunes is the specific ka’eitz blessing, and
the disciple would certainly not have made the general shehakol blessing
on the partridge before making the specific ha’eitz blessing on the
prunes. R’ Akiva Eiger (in Gilyon HaShas ) finds difficulty with Rashi’s
proof: Although prunes are indeed a “fruit of the tree,” the blessing on
cooked prunes would be shehakol, according to this disciple (who holds
that cooked vegetables lose their original status) and — by the same
token — on cooked fruits as well! Meromei Sadeh, however, defends
Rashi’s proof. Rashi means that the blessing on the prunes must be
ha’eitz because they are generally eaten raw rather than cooked. Hence,
if the durmaskin were prunes, they were presumably being served raw,
and their blessing indeed would have been ha’eitz.]

13. For reasons that the Gemara will explain.

14. And for whom the meat was therefore the most appealing of the foods
(Rashi).

15. See Maharsha in Chidushei Aggados.



whwn W
o m’
MOk DR D
5 powh mishn
"~ n7h oow) H
- {w
070 DT 3

mona

PUOY ShT Mpon DD WDhH WOk 99935 Y3h

WY B

PO T

NG w37 vInhYE 09933 Hp vND AL o) R oiofr 03pD Sivh 160 P pOY3 I - HNp D ¥
1o < W N 2pWSh 3D N 0D < NRE MY 2 PHO3
933 336 opi povd 3 0doh popd P30l om ohws b A oo OMED Dpono +e3 153> WD wp PHSH

i tn 35 Do DIEY 013 £ 15 3 b HYH N 03 wInhdE  BREYTPH PIE 301 DY 1 56 - IPENT 03w SpEnD

opHITIE 3D TIIE D yPnd  Hip® o3
don 3o vy gp O FN®DLI3 ‘3 o
v viorow D993 00T o pipws A3 b

340 M o P M " ) . N
o g PR P35 0h Hrd dep
200 Tk PO
o b 30w &6 DUPD PILDY HNIT 107 0H

oo ooy oy g T3 PIIDT D0 B oxo dp >
ol pomp D3 M DISIDLD) Hasbow
vl shomBonft o por 75 wiE fwp
: i1 Happ o b ph 3
36 55h £ Wb oms own
pof o701 39 35 bnh o7
DMI3T OEn B3 w3 P 3
3o phm pop pwpdoh poIn
Ph o"h f50 prppT> 77 HM
PYN(H) PIE S5 o odda
3 php vh mdorop paon oo
™oRE Y fsoT s Hamw
D0h > o Pion oI
oh “oh odp WoH ohdsh i
Wp T30 (0 dp bpH 97D 0
230 90 3o Hmn o Hinp
T s Phods o prop
© ph oo own] I3TF 21D 3BT o b3
B2 g g oo o opdm P
oiomd howomh 37 howw
=193 103 HIph SpEr o o
prhn B 1Bp 701 pranh b
v pwpd 6N pYD oM
33 57 wmen paph v b
w——pite—— W7 20 H30 uEm pInh owp
105 Wi oy 9op ofd Binpy
ream e VTP VDB p7 B bowns 33H
v 57 ‘o () DOIDD W I35 OB T3 mbn
TEoovErYRt  [D1OND3) MOU3 VNI O IO
Dhosh o093 B do wmd
*EOD DAY cvinoos
THRST ob» Bh - pvp
=5 H3 1o oIENT oRED
w3 e Mo HNsoh anthe
130 fop shoy v
1 kb pwn basp 3 In;
D333 9977 of M - I
Prnh o vanh dp3 H7 wokp
PIYED 30 onm 1B (p i)

pwn by OB LY h b W3 e
mppommovem TI30 50 no0 b A 3pd
-p ]

w
ks Yooy 12 DYD3 0337  dpmh

B3 botm gobrps TN Y 40 DY 1S
e 9% TemeT 3ap wWodpD wn vE Y & ob

Py
R T fiowp opbo ™D M3 4D

shons B3 A% DD DUNSHT VIIT3 O Yoven

fn puy peo H3 Pooan

DD 19D S YR XM 7O W3
(R &) w3 a0 s papa O
St mm e o eph R
5 we S mhpe ypss i
8D op 8O TN nMt pnTt e
TIIN 137 1R IR I N 808 S
D ™I T TN NON T N D
VPR MR B RPN WY DD
5N MR VI3 WA N 1N TN
M5 W XWp WT B 1 W
NEP T N3 YRS PRSI D
% T pep T e b nwn
RIEp 3 DS Tan vop 5% nvren

8o% op e TonT Sy KO N
ROW 133 LavT 13N OR D15 WK 35350
na5a5 o Sy s oy wa opn oys
oo e 3525am Sy 85 e i Sy
TUS0M DN AR DIND R Tam O KON
WY RODITIR NIV NI PR I8 IND PR
TEnT uOem XD NI WO W R
™33 v o vy npbw o
53 npbw 3D 3535y 3van bn
725 VI v Yo neams ewn
Same ey b P &y 8
uOBW Np N0 W RO 1T
MY OO WO W Y MWD
TN RIVT 373 PN D NN
K37 80 17D a5 o T S
DIM3T2 7 Some N ™D RTIBD
TRTR R AT 30 b e
PITIDIT 1N D 01 YN N 8D
RITD 372 W7 '3 WR 37 IR ey
M wen 857 xpbo XSwan 15w
712 WHET RNSYT AN MO N2 NP
SR OTET UMD U NTD S NP
T R TINT D NTD TR TN
"o vy abys pioh e xep A
255 1o prn S Swan® xaon 3w
"N W o S iy oupd o
O I T TP BN 3N 20T N
NPODD NPODT w0 MWD 5D 39
THY W07 K 8nESD &nebT N
NPT N 88D 37 P2 Phw vhmD
NOTR IPS W MY Mo PINad N
oyn MEen nawn™ wn e vy

finp Fi33 £Yo3 PH P 033
105 336 dme 1373 pod 130 3p
1P »h popE PV B B
PETID (iropqr o) frp s
D93 7% >h7 SrnEdd EDh
3 3 o7 P b b
oxfr doRp posE pyaed
H5g : MfrpronTo O3ED 3T
T30 dppx - D oYL BPY
q0 93 - PPD v 0
<o 1 Ept 2 AT DD
orh Sp whhHied B o1 uh jpr ko
1own Hhp bb pod I3 jon
ph podh phs b WIS 03N
® onood ponp A B poD
(b q7) P> P phs
pod P DINDY BHI3 wDT
~ppbp W THLT 1 PIw
PoO3 B0 ppopIn 317
I drnaphs 937 Sp7 peaod
fop oan o3 s o ko
BOPLIST Y I50p* pupn3
osp Sdm 1§ 330 pp
fop - orhn v BN mnby
oMY onipd dawh 3
o B by bagp
(o q7) npb BopT . vy
D oME% Ty qund 5o
:pwpod mhy . by ymdam
b ks Ypon LR
ADID™A + Bt Bvep 1P DIV
<pish :Pp p WshEn B
O 1 OIS POYBE oY S
oopn i b TR
3po® popEd WOy M THp
g dpsd - HpspTEM b e
1o povd - Hpbey 1T
TIP3 LEP DV P BT
prob Wby Py Prdos prmd
-0 fnpe womd crpds
B3 D MM b Pam
odp 733 - PHMHNEL onIho
03 ph mirhior B3 dubLn
&) D07 dpvp W oen 3
opE MDED ORI Hrdw3 [Hd
L OpRine P13 Anopd pp
P prch dawps wpop dpde
- wopp T 1tPPT DS
TOMDY PEVD bD B P23
o oIS hm Py n
Mo - (By) mevwh fw
DoEd PEYD BD  bunhY

Mo I I Sy qo3n ppp OnSnd OIEM MW MAVIR OWA M3 PR AP Povoh thm AW o ohop
Jorple oo HHonT0 D TEL IR Wh b s P DY NS N sh
o o o oy V3D T3 IR WG DD sy iy b WK 3 NWTIN TR M PR 7O YAY Mo
' 1305 oY 9D 330 Yo% b

e 1 B oy I oy TP T KT A WNT N T RIODY MW DY P
by e T pops D7 WD 857 MW X ws ¥ AP P nen op no
bl 3'89’3:”@3"9 6?557 s’n ST ™o ﬂ"\D:g;‘IDﬁD& M NP 0 WInen sv 3"73&.1 FoMAN 1073 N“?J
R ey ooy ™D f5 WD aan - Ak ]
D .03 YD) ‘01 VY 93N - Hpaod
s1pwbD rpim O b 3 phic ' o 4b apThd

i 03 o00S PARY : pIpS & Fo ndes D proo 7 iwd pranbT 3oh PIPID 3D 733 FEhD [ND TN PP Do

oOdp 757 TIOR3 Pranh A mEY omdE B ob o - Bmp o1 Hadty a0 jn opd B My poan
B D 3 7ho D do gh D (i qr) dpd ppoen o bm 3 bip wp oo oevd D A o gup
WY DT 93 M 3 Inuso Ip pim wpd ondp BT 1D ¥ fist orp w3 Db PR e jdo
Toud obp 3 1 b pED OY 3093 Shopp 798 B AmD-n [ovdn pian] 33n HOE nbn ndp o
$ToH5 0 opd A ome B T o ande £ b 3 o ondp 1Y O DPUSE Y31 DEo pyv3 oY

bosdo

™o
own

o o
n W

e

2 o

[ owop]
{fn pchm]

om:
Yo e
#oow

LTI
M
b o



KEITZAD MEVARCHIN

here? Le. even if you would not consider me a greater scholar, am
1 not undeniably one who is older than you, and whom you should
have therefore consulted as to which food to recite the blessing
on?  xan — It was taught in a Baraisa regarding these two
disciples that Bar Kappara rebuked: 1mw xwin X% opaw ~
AND NEITHER OF THEM LIVED OUT THE YEAR.

The Gemara now attempts to show that these two disciples of
Bar Kappara, who were themselves Tannaim,"” disagreed as to
which blessing is recited on cooked vegetables:
nboMm Ky K73 XY %0 — Now, is it not that they disagree in the
following point? 113773 7 Y300 nDY NIPY 139 717397 —
Namely, that the one who recited the blessing on the partridge
holds that the blessing both for cooked vegetables’® and
partridge is that everything came into being through His
word. " gy 2031 72%1 — Therefore, since all three foods
warrant the same blessing, the favorite food takes precedence,
and the blessing is recited on it.2?  m» X713 niphw 120 Ahabm
1k — But the one who mocked holds that the blessing for
cooked vegetables is the One Who creates the fruit of the
ground, 1273 mup Yanw ninz — while the blessing for
partridge isthat everything came into being through His word.
gr1y X n2%n — Therefore, the frait of the ground takes
precedence with regard to blessing, since its blessing is more
specific, and his colleague should have recited the blessing on the
vegetable first.(2

The Gemara rejects this assertion:
x5 — No, this is not necessarily so. ninm nipbw xpby *H1q
1272 M3 Yanw — It might be that all [i.e. both disciples] agree
that the blessing for both cooked vegetables and partridge is
that everything came into being through His word. X3 X2}
nbom R X120 — And here, it is in this point that they [the two
disciples] disagree: g1y 2°311 120 7n — One master [the one
who recited the blessing on the partridge] holds that since both
foods have the same blessing, the favorite food takes precedence
with regard to blessing, 117 §™y 2112 N2p " — while the
. other master holds that the cabbage takes precedence (over the
partridge) because it provides sustenance,??

The Gemara turns to discuss the proper blessing to be recited on
a different food:

CHAPTER SIX

BERACHOS 39a?
X1 7 x — R Zeira said: %3713 73 13 % — When we
were at the academy of Rav Huna, 1% "wx — he said to us:
xnsb7 *1byns i — In regard to these turnip heads, ym13
X371 XpMp — if one cut them into large pieces, "B X7ia
mIXT — the blessing for them is the One Who creates the fruit
of the ground; 8  xvm K™ — ifhe cut them into small pieces,
17273 72 bW — the blessing for them is that everything came
into being through His word.®? r1m 21 1% jxnx ) — But
when we came to the academy of Rav Yehudah, 12 "nx —
[Rav Yehudah] said to us: 787 ™3 8913 181 »pR — For
both these large pieces and those small pieces, the blessing is the
One Who creates the fruit of the ground. 9y w1ynIDTRM —
And that which they cut it excessively small pnyy ™9
mmyv — is so that its taste should be sweeter.2

The Gemara records what another Amora learned at the
academy regarding the proper blessing on a particular food:
WX 31 mx — Rav Ashi said: X373 37 2 17 '3 — When we
were at the academy of Rav Kahana, 15 7nx — he said to us:
Rirpp 13 won X571 xphoT xbwian — For the cooked beet dish,
to which they donot add a lot of flour, PR 5 X712 — the
blessing is the One Who creates the fruit of the ground.
WD R 712 W7 XnoYT — But for the cooked dish of turnips,
towhich they add alot of flour, N1 *3m %713 — the blessing
is the One Who creates species of sustenance.? = Y11 —
But [RavKahana] then retracted and said: 2 X713 ™R YK
IR — For both this beet dish and that turnip dish, the
blessing is the One Who creates the fruit of the ground, Xm
1BY KNP 13 *1WT ~ and that which they pour more flour into
it nb vy xnhya p1a1d — they do simply for purposes of
adhesion.?®

Having discussed the blessing for the cooked beet dish, the
Gemara describes the dish’s benefits:
x7on 21 my — Rav Chisdasaid:  abb i prinbySwan —- A
dish of cooked beets is healthy for the heart pwyb 21wy —
and good for the eyes, oy 3% 1w 591 — and is certainly
good for the digestive tract. ™ax "mx — Abaye said: X¥m)
I IR AP BN AR 217 — And thisis provided that [the dish]
sat on the stove until the beets became so soft that they made a
bubbling “tuch tuch” sound while cooking.29

NOTES

16. See Rashi and Ritva.

17. This is evident from the fact that the Gemara will now attempt to
show from their respective views that the question of which blessing to
make on cooked vegetables is, in the words of the Gemara above, *xan3,
[an argument between] Tannaim. [Dikdukei Soferim, however, finds it
surprising that the disciples of Bar Kappara (who, though considered a
Tanna himself, lived at the beginning of the Amoraic era — see Seder
HaDoros x1op 72 'v) should be reckoned ‘“Tannaim,” and he cites other
texts, in which the critical phrase "xyn3 xp is absent.]

18. In this case, the cooked cabbage and orache.

19. That the blessing on the meat is shehakol is stated in the Mishnah
below, 40b (see Rashi).

20. See above, note 12.

21. The one who mocked held that the blessing for the cooked vegetables
is haadamah. This blessing, because it is specific (“the fruits of the
ground”), is more significant than the general shehakol blessing, and is
recited on a more significant food [as evidenced by the fact that the
Sages instituted a specific blessing for it]. Hence, the haadamah bless-
ing should have come first (see Rashi).
22. As taught in a Baraisa below [44b], cabbage provides sustenance
(Rashi).

[See Ritva, concerning which of the two explanations of the disciples’
differenees is considered the correct one with regard to the halachah.]

?3. The Gemara is now referring to one who eats the raw vegetable [and
1s no longer discussing the case of cooked vegetables] (Rashi; cf. Rashi,

as cited by Meiri). )
24. For in Rav Huna’s view the fine dicing effects a change for the worse

{from the turnip’s original state; thus, it does not retain its status as a
“fruit of the ground”] (Rashi; cf. Ritva).

25. [Thus, the fine dicing effects a positive change, and the turnip is
considered to still be in the ultimate state envisioned by the one who
plant@q it. (See also Ritva.)]

26. Though Rav and Shmuel ruled above that mezonos is recited on a
food containing even a small amount of flour (see 36b-37a), that applies
only where the flour is added as an essential food component [i.e. to
enhance the flavor (Rashba to 37b Xwayt iv™1), or so that the dish be
more filling (Tosafos to 36b Y2 i11)]. The small amount of flour added to
the beet dish, however, is done only to improve the dish’s consistency;
the flour is thus not an essential food component and is subordinate to
the dish (see Gemara below; Divrei David).

27. For when that much flour is added to the dish, the flour is appar-
ently intended for its food value as well. Thus, the ruling of Rav and
Shmuel (see preceding note) applies, and mezonos is recited (Divrei
David).

28. Rav Kahana concludes that even the considerable amount of flour
added to the turnip dish is done only for purposes of adhesion and not
for the flour’s food value. Thus, the flour is subordinate to.the dish even
in this case (Divrei David).

29. [“Tuch tuch” is an imitation of the bubbling sound made by the
cooking beets.]





