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MEI'EIMASAI CHAPTER ONE

Chapter One

Mishniafi There is a Biblical obligation to recite the Shema twice daily: once when we lie down at night and

once when we arise in the morning, as the verse states: 31231 925w, when you lie down and when
you arise (Deuteronomy 6:7; see Chapter Introduction). This obligation is not tied, however, to'the moment that the -
individual goes to sleep or gets up. Rather, it relates to the time when it is customary for people to engage in these-
activities, whether the individual in question does so or not.® The following Mishnah delineates the time period in .
which the evening Shema may be said:®?
T37Y3 yuw Nk 1Mip My — From when may we fulfill the obligation to recite™ the Shema in the evenings?
1mena HioxY ool oy nywn — From the time that Kohanim who were tamei inay enter to eat!! their -

BERACHOS

terumah; i.e. at nightfall.®
watch;
may be recited until midnight.
recited until the light of dawn rises.”
The Mishnah recounts an incident:

Tnix bxony 121 — Rabban Gamliel says:

MWK TIMYRT 510 1y — And one may recite the Shema until the end of the first
A)y1ox 131 137 ~ these are the words of R’ Eliezer.®

NN 7Y oMRiN oo — But the Sages say: It
nwin Ty Yy Ty — It may be

ARWRT N30 133 I8 Tpyn — I once happened that [Rabban Gamliel’s] sons came home after midnight from

a banquet.®
Shema; may we recite it now?

i% »mx — They said to [Rabban Gamliel}:
ni? 1y — He said to them:

ypw nK 1 XY — We have not yet recited the
ninpY onr N nwn By Yy X5 ox — If the

light of dawn has not yet risen you are obligated to recite the Shema.

NOTES

1. Sifrei (cited by Rashi to this verse) gives the Scriptural basis for this
understanding of the requirement. This point will be elaborated further
in the Mishnah and Gemara on 10b, 11a.

2. As noted in the introduction to this chapter, the Shema consists of
three Scriptural passages. Shaagas Aryeh (88 and §9) argues, however,
that the disputes that follow in the Mishnah and Gemara concerning the
earliest and latest times for Shema pertain specifically to the first two of
these passages, not the third. This is because the obligation to recite the
third passage does not derive from the verse Jmp31 735w, when you lie
down and when you arise, but from an entirely separate obligation to
remember the Exodus each day and night (see Mishnah below, 12b).
Thus, the times for its recital depend simply on night and day and not
on the times of lying down and arising. See, however, the opinion of
Rabbeinu Yonah cited at the end of note 5 below.

3. Literally: to read or call out. Though the word x31p most commonly
means read, this cannot be its meaning here, since there is no obligation
to read the Shema from a scroll or book and one may recite it by heart
(see Orach Chaim 49:1, Tosafos, Temurah 14b ansaw o1 117). Thus, its
meaning here is to “say out loud” (Tiferes Yisrael §1). {Indeed, Shulchan
Aruch (Orach Chaim 61:26) cites a custom to say the Shema out loud.]
Others suggest that in Mishnaic Hebrew the verb to read is used idiomat-

ically for the recitation of anything that is written, whether it is actually °

read or recited by heart (Tos. Anshei Shem to the Mishnah, who cites a
Mishnah in Yoma 68b as an example of this).

4. [The expression 513x% 10133, enter fo eat, is not used uniquely for
terumah but is a general idiom for returning home to eat (see Baraisos
cited on 2b).]

5. Terumah is the portion of the crop of Eretz Yisrael that must be given
to a Kohen. It may be eaten only by Kohanim who are iahor. A Kohen
who becomes famei is forbidden to eat terumah until he immerses himself
in a mikveh on the designated day and then awaits nightfall (Negaim
14:3; Yevamos 74b), i.e. uadin nxY, when the stars come out, as the
Gemara will state below. [The Gemara will explain why the Mishnah
gives the time for reciting the evening Shema in terms of when Kohanim
may resume eating terumah and not simply by saying “when the stars
come out.”}

The word 322w, when you lie down, teaches that the earliest time one
may recite the evening Shema is when people go to sleep. Accordingly,
one cannot fulfill the evening obligation before the stars come out, since
that is not yet a time for sleeping (Rashi).

[Rashi notes that it was the custom to recite the Shema as part of
Maariv prayers in the synagogue, even though the congregation prayed
before the stars came out. But, Rashi asks, what is the purpose of saying
the Shema at this time if one cannot fulfill his obligation with that
recitall? Rashi, citing Yerushalmi, answers that although one does not
fulfill his obligation with that recital, it is the custom to say the Shema
anyway so that our supplications (in the Shemoneh Esrei) should follow
upon the reading of a Torah passage. Accordingly, those who pray before
the stars appear have an obligation to repeat the Shema once the stars

come out. Nevertheless, since one need only repeat the first portion of
the Shema to fulfill his Biblical obligation (the Shema passage itself; see
Chapter Introduction), one discharges his obligation in any case with the
Shema that is customarily recited in bed before going to sleep (Rashi).

Tosafos ('nmxn i) challenge Rashi’s view on a number of grounds.
As aresult, Rebbeinu Tam concludes that the custom of praying Maariv
before nightfall does not follow the view of our Mishnah, but rather the
view of R’ Yehudah, who rules in the Mishnah on 26a that Minchah can
be said only up to an hour and a quarter before nightfall (a period known
as plag haminchah). It follows, Rabbeinu Tam says, that once this
moment has passed, one can pray the Maariv service — including the
Shema — even though it is still before nightfall.

Rashi’s view, however, is widely shared. It is the view of Rav Amram
Gaon and Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Rosh), as well as of Rif, Rambam (Krias
Shema 1:9), Rabbeinu Yonah, Rashba and others. Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim 235:1) rules in accord with Rashi’s view. However, Rashi’s asser-
tion that one who says the Shema before the stars come out need only
repeat the first section is not universally accepted; Rabbeinu Yonah rules
that the first two sections need to be repeated. Mishnah Berurah (235:11,
citing Shaagas Aryeh §2 and §3) states that it is proper for a person to
recite all three sections of the Shema (see also Magen Avraham there).]

6. The night is divided into three “watches”; thus, the “first watch” is
the first third of the night (Rashi, from Gemara 3a).

R’ Eliezer understands the word 23w3, when you lie down, to refer to
the time when people go to sleep. He therefore rules that one may fulfill
his obligation to recite the Shema only during the first third of the night
(Rashi here and to 3a 5K 1 1% 7+7), for by the end of that period
anyone who plans on going to sleep for the night has already done so
(Rashi 4a =y 5% 3 1 ). :

7. There is a dispute among the Poskim as to whether this refers to the
very first rays of dawn that appear on the eastern horizon (Magen Avra-
ham 89:3), or to the spread of light across the entire eastern horizon
[which occurs a bit later] (Eliyah Rabbah there; see further in Mishnah
Berurah 89:3 and Beur Halachah oxy v there). [In practical terms niby
“nwa is considered to occur 72 minutes before sunrise (Rambam’s
Commentary to this Mishnah). Others maintain that it is 90 minutes
before sunrise (see Rashi 2b "nipmi iv1 and Magen Avraham 89:2).]

Rabban Gamliel defines the term J20w3, when you lie down, to mean
the entire time that people sleep, not necessarily when they go to sleep.
Accordingly, the time for reciting the evening Shema extends through
the entire night (Rashi). The Sages also agree with this definition;
nevertheless, they limit the allotted time to midnight to insure that
people will not fall asleep and forget to say the Shema (Gemara 4b and
9a). See further, end of note 11.

8. Literally: house of drinking. Rambam (Commentary to this Mishnah)
states that this phrase refers to any gathering in which drinking wine
figures prominently. Tos. Yom Tov, in his commentary to Eruvin 8:1,
states that wherever the term npuni ma is used, it refers to a wedding.
(See Beis Yosef to Orach Chaim 99 and Mor U’Ketziah ibid.)
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said may be performed only until midnight,
extends until the light of dawn rises.

of the sacrificial fats and limbs, the time of the mltzyah extends until the light of dawn rises;9
7% — and all those sacrifices that may be eaten for only one day,
mitzvah actually extends until the light of dawn rises.*?!

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 2a?

And it is not only in thls case that the [Sages] said “until midnight” when according to Blbhcal
law the time actually extends untildawn. nivny DRI IBRY ‘7: KON
oW Ty -1‘7sww 1Y 1my¥n — the time of the mitzvah actually
TR TRy YN TY IMYR DR 21k R — In the case of the burning

Rather, whatever mitzvah the Sages

oy oo b3y
InWR Ty Mo 1Y IR — the time of the

niyn 1y oo 1ok b 13 ox — If so, why did the

Sages say regarding these mitzvos that they may be performed only until mldmght" 'h’:v‘! ]n oIN '7"n'1'1‘7 "

— In order to distance a person from sin.t™

Gemara The Gemara questions the wording and order of
the Mishnah:
wp X311 X1n — To what is the Tanna of our Mishnah referring?'?
mpwn unpT — that he asks: “FROM WHEN may we fulfill the
obligation to recite the Shema in the evening?”’ The Tanna’s
inquiry concerning the time for reciting the Shema presupposes
the existence of an obligation to recite the Shema. Where is this
obligation taught? ) — And furthermore, wn7T X1W 'R
XyM2 n1avya ~ why does the Tanna teach the law regardmg
the Shema of the evening first? KXw"13 N*IMwT1NY — Let him
teach the law regarding the Shema of the morning first!® — ? —
The Gemara answers:
™p XK X2n — The Tanna refers to the verse in the Torah that
teaches the obligation of reciting the Shema twice daily, 2m37
PP N29waN),, — where it is written: And you shall speak of
these [matters] . .. when you lie down and when you arise.'
PR 37 — And this is what [the Mishnah] is saying: 1ot
nMK nWWT yw nxmp — When is the time for reciting the

Shema of “lying down”?

— From the time that Koha._mm who were tamez.may enter to
eat their terumah. Since the Tanna’s point of reference is the
verse that teaches the obligation to recite the Shema, and that

-verse specifies the obligation first for lying down and then for

arising, the Tanna does the same.t%

The Gemara suggests an alternative source for the Tanna s
decision to discuss the evening Shema first:
KRR my3 81 — And if you prefer, say: - obiy by innianmb —

_ [The Tanna] learned this order from the Creation of the world,

2m3y7 — where it is written: R ob YA AT, —
And there was evening and there was morning, one day.' We
see from the order of Creation that the daily cycle begins with the
night and ends with the day. Therefore, the Tanna first discusses
the time for the evening Shema and then discusses the time for the
morning Shema. 17 :
The Gemara questions this second explanation
wnx — If so,

........

NOTES

9. Certain parts of every animal sacrifice are burned on the Altar. These
consist primarily of its hard fats [251, suet] (see Leviticus 3:3-4). In the
case of an olah (burnt offering), the entire animal is burned on the Altar:
Although sacrificial offerings can only be made by day, their fats, as well
as the limbs of olah offerings, may be burned on the Altar during the
night that follows their offering, up until dawn of the next day, when
they become disqualified if they have not yet been placed on the Altar.
This is derived from the verse that states in regard to the pesach offering
(Bxodus 34:25): nga% 191Ky, it shall not be left overnight until morning
(Rashi; see Tzlach and Pnei Yehoshua who explain why Rashi selected
this verse over a different verse cited earlier in the Torah).

It would seem from the Mishnah’s listing of this law here that al-
though under Biblical law the fats and limbs may be burned on the Altar
all night, by Rabbinic law they must be burned before midnight. This
indeed is the view of Rambam (Maaseh HaKorbanos 4:2), Ritva here, and
Tosafos to Pesachim 120b (Anx 111). Rashi, however, asserts that they
are not subject to a midnight deadline even by Rabbinic law [for nowhere
in the Talmud do we find such a limit mentioned (Teshuvos HaRashba
245)]. Indeed, the Mishnah in Megillah (20b) teaches that ‘“the entire
night is valid for the reaping of the omer, and for the burning of the sac-
rificial fats and limbs.”” Accordingly, Rashi argues, we must say that our
Mishnah lists the law about burning sacrificial fats and limbs here only
to demonstrate that any mitzvah designated for the night may, Biblically
speaking, be performed until dawn. (See Meiri and Tzlach who explain
why indeed the Sages did not impose a midnight limit on burning the fats
and limbs. See further in Avi Ezri to Rambam, Hil. Krias Shema 1:9.)

10. The meat of most sacrifices is eaten (either by Kohanim or by the one
who brought the sacrifice, depending on the sacrifice). There is, however,
a time limit on how long the meat may be eaten: With some types of
offerings [e.g. the chatas (sin offering) and asham (guilt offering)] the
meat may be eaten for only one day and night (i.e. the day of the offering
and the night that follows), with others for two days [e.g. the shelamim
(peace offering)]. Rabban Gamliel states that although the Sages said
that the meat of one-day offerings may be eaten only until midnight [see
Mishnahs in Zevachim 53a, 54b, 55a], in actuality the Torah permits
them to be eaten until dawn, and it is only then that whatever remains
becomes classified as "0, leffover, and is forbidden under penalty of
kares. This is learned from what the Torah states in regard to the todah
offering: "pa-Ty wpn marxY, ke shall not leave any of it until morning
(Leviticus 7:15). The rule for all other one-day offerings is derived from

the case of the todah (Rashi).
11. The Rabbis were concerned that if people were allowed to eat the meat

" of sacrifices up until dawn, some might forget and eat it after dawn and

thus commit a sin punishable by kares. They therefore prohibited eating
the meat after midnight. Similarly, they required one to recite the
Shema by midnight, even though on a Biblical level it may be recited
until dawn, so that one should not procrastinate, thinking that he has
plenty of time until dawn, and thereby possibly allow the time to pass
without reciting the Shema (Rashi).

It would seem to follow from this that only the Sages are concerned for
this possibility, whereas Rabban Gamliel permits someone to wait even
in the first place [n%mn2Y] until shortly before dawn to recite the Shema.
This is indeed the view of Rashi (3a-wy'9x "1 5 71, Rashba, Rosh (§9)
and Tur (Orach Chaim 235). Rabbeinu Yonah, however, disagrees and
states that even Rabban Gamliel agrees that one should recite the
Shema before midnight. See there for his explanation of the Mishnah.
See further in Orach Chaim 235:3 and in Beur Halachah there.

12. Literally: Where is the Tanna standing?

13. Just as we find with regard to the daily tamid offerings that the verse
(Exodus 29:39) lists the morning tamid before the afternoon tamid, so
too here, the Tanna should first discuss the miorning Shema and then
discuss the evening Shema (Tosafos *an'% i17; see Tos. HaRosh and Ritva
who suggest other Scriptural sources for such an order). Such an order-
ing conforms to the daily cycle of a person’s life, whose day — and service
to Hashem — begins in the morning when he arises (Emes LeYaakov by
R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky). The Tanna, however, first discusses the
evening Shema (in our Mishnah) and only then discusses the morning
Shema (in the Mishnah on 9b).

14. Deuteronomy 6:7.

15. [Thus, the Tanna uses the word “evenings” in this context only in a
borrowed sense, as a synonym for “lying down.” Our Mishnah, however,
does not indicate any general preference on the part of the Tanna for
explaining nighttime obligations before daytime ones. (This last point
will be disputed by the Gemara’s next answer; see note 17.)]

16. Genesis 1:5.

17. Tzlach; cf. Maharsha to Tosafos ko "1 °K 7. [Aecordingly, the
Tanna’s use of the word “evenings” is meant literally, for the Tanna,
following the order of Creation, chooses to explain nighttime obligations
before daytime obligations.] '
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MEPEIMASAI

— then in the end of the Mishnah, i.e. in the Mishnah below,®

where it states: IN THE MORNING ONE RECITES TWO BLESSINGS
BEFORE {THE SHEMA] AND ONE blessing AFTER IT, 973% 29y
7RG DMWY 0% DY — AND IN THE EVENING ONE RECITES TWO
BLESSINGS BEFORE [THE SHEMA] AND TWO blessings AFTER IT,
xw™a Ny unb — there too let [the Tanna) teach the law
regardmg the Shema of the evening first.'? — ? —

The Gemara answers:

nmqyanns xan — The Tanna opens with the ruling regardmg the
time for the eve_nmg Shema  nmnws mp 1M — and then
teaches this ruling with regard to the morning Shema,?” in
accordance with the cycle of Creation. n™mwa '&p7 7Y — Then,
while he is still involved with the laws of morning, *yn wms
n™MnwT ~ he explains other matters of the morning (namely, the
number of blessings said in conjunction with the Shema),

nYanYT oM W YT — and he then explams these matters as

they relate to the evening.

The Gemara now considers the next statement of the Mishnah:
Tm ax — The master said in the Mishnah:!#!
1Dna S1axb o1 — FROM THE TIME THAT KOHANIM who were
tamei may ENTER TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.

The Gemara asks: :
*1on — Now let us see.. fmm "o Xp N o> — When do
Kohanim who were famei become permitted to eat terumah after
immersing themselves in amikveh? Dva3127 NRY nywn — From
the time the stars appear in the evening.”® Accordingly,
3319 NRY nywn un’ — let the Mishnah state explicitly that one

" CHAPTER ONE
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may recite the evening Shema from the time the stars appear!
Why does the Mishnah state this time in such a rou.ndabout way?

The Gemara answers:

12 yownp mnik 338 ko ~ [The Tanna] wishes to teach us
something else in passing, namely: mana "R X7 MK AT
— When are Kohanim who were tamei permltted toeatterumah?
oman nRY nywn — From the time the stars appear in the
evening. 12 ynwnp XM — And this is what [the Tanna] means
toteachus: x23yn x5 927 ~ that the atonement offering a
tamei person must bring on the day after his immersion does not
hold back a Kohen from becoming tahor in regard to terumah. @

The Gemara cites the Scriptural source for this ruling:

XNpTI — AsitwastaughtinaBaraisa: vy wpwaxm, — The
Torah states regarding a Kohen who became tamei and immersed
himself: AND WHEN THE SUN COMES down AND the day HAS PASSED
(“vetaher’), thereafter he may eat from the holy foods,® from
which we learn that  mpana biagbnp ina2yn iwWnw nx ~ THE
SETTING OF HIS SUN following his immersion HOLDS HIM BACK
FROM EATING TERUMAH, mpna Yiaxbn inaayn inqpa pxy —
BUT HIS ATONEMENT offering that he must bring the next day DoES
NOT HOLD HIM BACK FROM EATING TERUMAH.

The Gemara questions the Baraisa’s understanding of the verse:
WY NRY U X9, INITT REm — And on what basis do you
conclude that this expression, “and when the sun comes,” means
the setting of the sun, XpW "0V 7YY, '’ — and this expres-
sion, “vefaher,” means “the complete passing of the day,”?
from which you derived that a Kohen may eat terumah even before
bringing his atonement offering?

NOTES

18. See 1la. [The Gemara speaks of all the Mishnahs of a chapter as if
they were a single Mishnah, referring to those that come later in the
chapter as xow, the end of the Mishnah, and those that come earlier in
the chapter as xw™, the first part of the Mishnah.]

19. The Gemara asks this question only in response to the second answer
but not the first, because the verse regarding Creation teaches a general
rule regarding the night coming before the day. Thus, if this rule was the
Tanna’s reason for explaining the laws of the evening Shema before
those of the morning Shema, he should have followed the same rule in
explaining the laws of the blessings of Shema as well. The first answer,
however, does not assume that the Tanna spoke of the evening Shema
first because evening comes before morning in the cycle of the day, but
rather because the Shema verse itself (when you lie down and when you
arise) speaks of night before day. That reason is decisive only for the
Shema itself, not for its blessings (Tosafos "1 "X 7).

20. In the Mishnah on 9b.

21. [This expression is used to quote a Tannaic statement mentioned in
the course of an earlier discussion, for the purpose of analyzing it
further. In this case, it refers back to the words of the Mishnah. This is
a very unusual usage of the term. For a discussion of this anomaly, see
Yavin Shemua (a commentary to Halichos Olam, the classic work on
Talmudic usage and rules), rule 36. See also Megadim Chadashim.]

22. [The Gemara will cite the souree for this below.] The “appearance of
the stars” [o'331311 nxy] is defined as the moment when three midsize
stars become visible in the sky. Since, however, one may mistake a large
star for a midsize one (and large stars are definitely not a sign of
nightfall), we are stringent and require three small stars as a definite
sign of nightfall (Mishnah Berurah 235:1).

23. There are certain forms of tumah for which immersion in a mikveh
does not suffice to render a person fully tahor; rather the person must
offer a set of sacrificial offerings on the day after his immersion to
complete his taharah. There are four instances of such tumah: a zav, a
zavah, a woman who has given birth, and a metzora (Mishnah, Kereisos
8b; see glossary for definitions of these terms). By identifying the time
when the evening Shema may be recited (0121271 nKY, the appearance of
the stars) with the time that the Kohanim may begin eating terumah,
the Tanna teaches us that Kohanim who were tamei may eat terumah on
the night after their immersion even if they must still bring an offering
the next day [e.g. where the Kohen had been a zav or a metzora, or where

the wife of a Kohen had been a zavah or had given birth]. Although they
are not yet fully tahor before bringing their offerings, immersion in a
mikuveh followed by nightfall suffices to render them fahor enough to eat
terumah. Their taharah remains incomplete only in regard to Temple
matters [e.g. eating the meat of sacrifices] (Rashi, cited in Mussaf Rashi;
the last four Rashis on this page, which appeared in the very first
printing of the Talmud [Soncino 5244 (1484)] were inadvertently deleted
in later printings; they have now been reprinted in the Mussaf Rashi
section of the Nehardea edition of the Talmud, published by Vagshall
Publishing Co., Jerusalem). '

Although the Tanna does not say explicitly that he speaks of Kohanim
who must bring an atonement offering, his silence on this matter
indicates that he does, since he would otherwise have had to specify
which types of tumah he is referring to (see Rashba who elaborates this
point further).

[Actually, our Mishnah does not in any way indicate that the Kohanim
may resume eating terumah when the stars appear. What the Gemara
means is that by associating the time of the evening Shema with the time
that the Kohanim eat terumah, the Tanna makes it clear that they can
begin eating terumah at night, even though sacrifices cannot be offered
then (see Megillah 20b). The Gemara mentions the appearance of
the stars only because that is in truth the time when the Kohanim may
resume eating ferumah, as a Baraisa on 2b will demonstrate (Ritva).]

24. Leviticus 22:7. The verse reads: ~1n Yar® =yIX) Q) wnwa X
.. wp. The simple meaning of this verse is: And when the sun has
set he shall become tahor; thereafter he may eat from the holy foods . . .
(see Ibn Ezra to verse; see also commentaries of Rambam and Rav to
Mishnah Zevachim 2:1 and Tos. Yom Tov there). The Sages, however,
expound the word 1701 to refer to the sun, and to refer to its complete
disappearance, at which point the stars come out (Rashi, cited in Mussaf
Rashi).
See Yevamos 74b where the Gemara demonstrates that the “holy
foods” mentioned in this verse refers to terumah.

25.1.e. when the sun’s rays disappear completely and the stars come out;
see previous note. [Our translation of the verse above reflected the
Baraisa’s understanding of it. The Gemara will now point out that the
key words of this verse — wpwin x, literally: and when the sun comes,
and 1wy, vetaher (“and it has passed”) — can be translated differently
and thereby yield a completely different law.]
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2b! MEI'EIMASAI
K¥1 17K nxa xpbr — Perhaps it [the expression “when the sun
comes”’] means the coming of the light, i.e. when the sun comes
up on the morning of the eighth day. '~i7v),, "8 — And if so,
what does ‘vetaher’” mean? X333 97V — It means that the
person should make himself tahor by offering his sacrifice.
Thus, the verse would be teaching that the Kohen may eat
terumah only after he offers his atonement offering. — ? —
The Gemara answers:

K5/ 37 73 137 K — Rabbah bar Rav Shila said: 12 ox
1M Kp 8y — If so, that the verse is instructing the Kohen to
bring his offering in order to be allowed to eat ferumah, let the
verse say veyitaher, in the command form.W  mopy,, wn —
Since the verse does not use this form, what then is the meaning
of the word “vetaher™? Npi*17v — It must mean the passing
of the day. "Wpx "nxTn — As people say: Kynw 370K
Xni1r 131X — The sun has set and the day has passed.?

The Gemara offers a different version of the analysis of the
verse:
Wb yw kY KW 37 93 1299 K7 X37yn3 — In the West, ie.
Eretz Yisrael,® they did not hear this exposition of Rabbah bar
Rav Shila, xwam a% w1 — and they therefore asked this
question: NI Wwnw nXW WD K31, 1K1 — When the verse
uses this expression, “and when sun comes,” does it mean the
setting of the sun?  xp¥ 2w oY), ¥ — And what does
“vetaher” mean? It means the passing of the day. xnb7 ix
XI7 ik nx1 — Or perhaps this expression, “when the sun
comes,” means the coming of the light on the morning of the
eighth day. X731 2oy 0wy, ®»1 — And if so what does
“vetaher” mean? It means that the person makes himself
tahor by bringing his offering. xnmman 7% wwe Vm -
Subsequently, they resolved that question from a Baraisa, as

CHAPTER ONE
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follows. xn"733 nnp —~ Since it states in a Baraisa cited
below: O™33i37 NXY 9272 190 ~ A SIGN FOR THIS MATTER [i.e.

for the time that a Kohen who was famei may begin eating
terumah] IS THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS,"  niw amm vow
X371 iwnw — you learn from this that the verse’s expression,
“when the sun comes,” means the setting of the sun. xm
17vY, — And what does “vetaher” mean? xph nqv - It
means the passing of the day.

The Gemara quotes the Mishnah’s ruling and examines it:
2n 'K — The master said in the Mishnah that the time one may
begin reciting the evening Shema is: 19323 DwiTagw nywn
1npna Yioxh — FROM THE TIME THAT KOHANIM who were famei
may ENTER TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.

The Gemara notes a conflicting ruling in a Baraisa:
s — They contrasted this ruling of our Mishnah with the
ruling of [a Baraisa]: a7y2 yow nx PIip mMnKkn — FROM
WHEN MAY WE RECITE THE SHEMA IN THE EVENINGS?  nynwn
n7na ins YiaxY v12) — FROM WHEN A POOR PERSON ENTERS TO
EAT HIS BREAD WITH SALT  inTiwp 7inn 102 Tivy nyw 1y —
UNTIL THE TIME HE GETS UP TO TAKE LEAVE FROM HIS MEAL.

The Gemara observes:
PRNnBR K390 w1 xo'p — The end of the Baraisa, which states
that the latest one may recite the evening Shema is when the poor
get up from their meal, certainly disputes all the opinions cited
in our Mishnah® pnunux k19D K M xy™ — However,
shall we say that the beginning of the Baraisa, which states that
the earliest one may recite the evening Skema is when a poor
person enters to eat his evening meal of bread, also disputes our
Mishnah, which states that the earliest one may recite the
evening Shema is when a Kohen who was famei is permitted to
eat ferumah M

NOTES

1. Although the word =), vetaher, is often used to refer to the person,
in those instances its meaning cannot be mistaken. Here, however,
where it can be explained as either a command to the person to do
something or as a statement of what will happen to the day, if the verse
had intended to require an act on the part of the Kohen, it should have
used the more unambiguous form: ", veyitaher (Tosafos 19 ox 17
see Iyei HaYam for another novel explanation).

2. [The Aramaic word "37X is a translation of the Hebrew word 1iv,
both of which have the literal meaning of “purified” or “cleansed.” The
Gemara points to this common expression as support for the view that
the word 9:7v) in the verse is an idiomatic expression for the complete
passing of the day.]

3. In the Babylonian Talmud, Eretz Yisrael is called “‘the West” because
it is located to the [south]west of Babylonia (see Tosafos to Bechoros
55b x31yma kv ).

4. The Baraisa, like our Mishnah, states that one may recite the evening
Shema from the time Kohanim who were tamei are permitted to begin
eating terumah again. The Baraisa then adds that this time is nxy
o271, when the stars appear. This proves that a Kohen need not delay
eating ferumah until bringing his atonement offering on the next day
(Rashi). .

[Unlike Rabbah bar Rav Shila, who demonstrated this point from the
wording of the verse itself, the rabbis of the West prove this simply from
the tradition recorded in the Baraisa, which teaches that the Kohanim
may resume eating ferumah at night. If so, the Rishonim ask, why did
they not prove it from a Mishnah in Negaim (14:3) which states this

" . - explicitly? (Tosafos). Indeed, why did they not prove the point from our

Mishnah, which makes it clear that Kohanim who were tamei can begin
eating terumah again af night, since the Mishnah uses this time to
identify the time for reciting the evening Shema!? (Baal HaMaor; see
Moharsha). Why resort to a Baraisa to prove what can be inferred from
a Mishnah? [A Mishnah is considered a more primary text than a
Baraisa.] For this reason and others, Tosafos and other Rishonim reject
Rashi’s explanation of our Gemara and explain the Gemara’s original

question differently. In their view the Gemara never questioned
whether the Kohanim must wait until the next day before eating
terumah again. Rather, the question was only whether the Kohanim
must wait until the stars come out before eating terumah or whether
they may do so immediately after sunset. If vetaher refers to the sun,
then the verse speaks of the sun’s complete disappearance — i.e. the
appearance of the stars. If, however, vetaher refers to the person [and
means that he becomes tahor, not through any action but simply by the
passing of the day], then the phrase ‘“‘the coming of the sun” tells us
only that the sun has set — but not that it has completely disappeared.
Thus, the Kohanim would be permitted to eat terumah immediately
after sunset. According to this explanation, the rabbis of the West could
not have resolved the question from either our Mishnah or the one in
Negaim because although both make it clear that the Kohanim may eat
terumah in the evening, there is no indication in either one of them that
they must wait until the stars come out. This is only demonstrated by
the Baraisa cited. .

Tosafos’ explanation is difficult to reconcile with the wording of the
Gemara’s question (as noted by Pnei Yehoshua). For this reason Baal
HaMaor, Rashba and Ritva favor a somewhat different reading of the
Gemara found in the works of the Geonim, according to which Tosafos’
explanation of the question fits much better. Pnei Yehoshua, however,
defends Rashi’s view and suggests an answer to Tosafos’ questions.]

5. According to the Tanna of the Baraisa, the term Ja3w2, when you lie
down, refers to the time that people begin going to sleep [see 2a note 6]
(Rashi).

6. For this time is much earlier than even the earliest concluding time
mentioned in our Mishnah (“the end of the first watch”).

7. [The Gemara assumes at this point that] a poor person eats before
nightfall because he cannot afford a candle by which to eat his meal and
therefore eats while there is still some daylight (see Rashi). Accord-
ingly, this part of the Baraisa also disputes our Mishnah, which states
that the earliest time for reciting the evening Shema is when the
Kohanim resume eating terumah — i.e. when the stars come out.
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2b? MEI'EIMASAI

The Gemara answers:
K5 — No! For we can say: X X9y 13 1i72) 1y — The time
given in regard to a poor person and the time given in regard to
a Kohen are the same time.!

The Gemara challenges this answer:
1M1 — They contrasted this explanation of the Baraisa
with [the following Baraisal: nxwp ninph phnnn mpixn
nwvya YRy — FROM WHEN MAY WE BEGIN RECITING THE
SHEMAINTHEEVENING? 273 105 Didxb poyos o waw nywn
ninaY — FROM THE TIME THAT PEOPLE ENTER TO EAT THEIR
BREAD ON SABBATH EVES;®!  =Swp 17 ™M327 — these are THE
WORDS OF R’ MEIR. DMnix D"3 —~ BUT THE SAGES SAY:
1Dpna Siaxb pxor myNEnw nywn — FROM THE TIME THAT
KOHANIM who were famei ARE ENTITLED TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH
again; @215 NXY 1270 19w — and THE SIGN FOR THIS IS
THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS.10) 1275 MmN~ 1Ry 98 by oy —
AND EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO PROOF TO THIS MATTER (that
the day ends when the stars appear),0  13%% 151 — THERE IS
AN INDICATION OF THIS MATTER in the following verses: "N
— FOR IT STATES:12 opnin D '1::«:‘71:: oy umx,,
AT NXY Y nwn m‘:xm D73 — SO WE DID THE
WORK, WITH HALF OF THEM GRASPING THE SPEARS, FROM THE
RISING OF DAWN UNTIL THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS. "RIR) —
AND IT STATES further in the next verse: "wwn nom nh-mm,,
"n:gx‘gp O — AND THE NIGHT WAS FOR US A WATCH AND THE DAY
[FOR] WORK.

Before explaining the challenge from this Baraisa, the Gemara
pauses to explain the last statement:
"7iR) 1% — What is the point of adding “and it states further”?
Since the first verse states that the workday lasted until the stars
came out, why does the Baraisa need to adduce a further proof
from the second verse?

The Gemara answers that the second verse is needed to rebut
the following counterargument:
R¥1 K7 Kwnw K29y @0 xpwm ) — And if you will perhaps

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

say that as soon as the sun sets it is considered night,
TP 1WERT 1K) — but they continued to [work] after
dark (ie. after sunset) until the stars came out, and they
began working early (with the rising of dawn), before the day
actually began;®8! thus, the length of their workday does not
prove when the day legally begins and ends. ynw xn — Then
come learn the proof from the next verse, which states: -1y,
»naxby amm pwn na w5 — And the night was for us a
watch and the day [for] work, which indicates that the entire
workday period mentioned in the previous verse is considered
day.n

The Gemara now explains its proof from this Baraisa that
the time that a poor person enters to eat his bread cannot be
identical to the time that a Kohen can begin eating ferumah
again:
R RW I DTIR WD QYT 0y KpYo xp — It was initially
assumed that the time a poor person begins his weeknight
meal and the time all people begin their Sabbath eve meal are
one and the same time.’® X XY MW 10 NY 2K W)
— Now, if you say that the time given in regard to a poor
person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the same
time, 9'xp 137 2N oM — then the opinion of the Sages
in the Baraisa is the same as the opinion of R’ Meir there.t®
This cannot be, for this Baraisa cites them as opposing views!
mym vow xbx — Rather, you should learn from this that
T KW 1) Tk Xy ny — the time stated in regard to
a poor person is a time to itself and the time stated in regard
to a Kohen is a time to itself; i.e. they are different times!
This disproves the earlier assertion that they are the same
time. - ? —

The Gemara answers:
&Y — No!  xw1 x7ww 70 17211y — The time given in regard to
a poor person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the
same time, N1 XYY M1 IKD 07K 11 WYy — whereas the time
given in regard to a poor person and the time given in regard to

NOTES

8. [Literally: A poor man and a Kohen are the same measure.] Both
these times refer to Da)ian nKy, the appearance of the stars
(Rashi). [Even according to this answer, the poor eat earlier than
others (see note 15), which is why the Baraisa speaks of “when a poor
person enters to eat.” Nevertheless, even they do not eat before
nightfall.]

[Tosafos note an obvious problem. If the time for reciting Shema

begins when the poor enter to eat, when do the poor recite the Shema?
They cannot do it after they eat, for it is forbidden to eat the evening
meal before reciting the Shema and Shemoneh Esrei (as we will learn
on 4b; see note 4 there)! Tosafos conclude from this that the time for
reciting the Shema must actually be a few minutes before the poor
person sits down to eat, during the short time needed to ready his meal.
Indeed, Ritva maintains that this is why the Tanna uses the expression
“enters to eat,” rather than simply™“‘when he eats.” If means that as
soon as he enters his home and his family begins preparing his meal, he
may recite the Shema and pray Maariv.]
9. On Friday night the evening meal begins without delay, since
everything has been prepared in advance (Rashi). Thus, the time that
people enter to eat on Friday night is somewhat earlier than the time
they eat during the week.

10. {Le..one may know when it is time to recite the evening Shema by
locking at the sky and seeing whether the stars have come out.]

11. Rashi. Tosafos and other Rishonim, however, are of the opinion that
the verses about to be recited do prove that the night begins when the
stars come out; they merely do not prove that this is the earliest time
for Shema.

12. Nehemiah 4:15.

13. [Although the Baraisa does not speak of when the day begins, the
Gemara, in presenting the counterargument, notes that the verse cited

by the Baraisa could also be used to demonstrate the beginning of day.
The Gemara therefore phrases its counterargument in regard to both.]
Le. just as it cannot be proven from this verse that the day ends when
the stars come out, so too it cannot be proven from here that the day
begins with the rise of dawn. For we could argue that the day may
actually begin at sunrise, but the Temple workers arose early and began
working at dawn, which occurs a five-mil walk [i.e. the time it takes to
walk five mil, which is 90 minutes] before sunrise (Rashi; see Pesachim
93b; see also 2a note 7).

14. The fact that the verse calls their workday “day” indicates that the
entire period mentioned there — from the rise of dawn until the
appearance of the stars — is considered by the Torah to be “day”
(Rashi):

15. The reason people eat earlier on Sabbath eve than during the
week is because their food has already been prepared before nightfall,
as explained above (note 9). By the same token, poor people sit down to
eat even during the week earlier than ordinary people because their
meals — which consist simply of bread and salt — take little time to
prepare. [Indeed, according to the Gemara’s present assumption it is for
this reason that the Baraisa states, “When the poor man enters to eat
his bread with salt” — to indicate why the poor eat earlier (Meiri).]
Thus, it is logical to suppose that these two times are identical (Ritva;
Meiri).

16. For R’ Meir stated that the time of Shema beglns when people enter
to eat on the Sabbath eve. Now, if this time is identical to when poor
people enter to eat during the week, as the Gemara now assumes, and
the time that Kohanim enter to eat ferumah is also identical to the time
the poor enter to eat, then the time of Kohanim is also the same as-the
time of all people on the Sabbath eve. Thus, the Sages are saymg the
same thing as R’ Meir!



Hhmob

]

—pen—

mnnn

nan
‘e (B)
o W
: fvoop
o1 vem (3)
21 fiman
| oEaw
Jobd phor
bRz o p
RS 95
977 o (3)
Iy 5;21
b
Wﬁ;\ Bp3
‘DY Loy
' hrryn
B
"3 ()
8z 3D
L) BRYT
(5% nh
B pp
héns Tepw
20 033)
frers
£pr: ) v
SIRD PP
o =prdsive ]
b

> ohue

59 1)
91 2P0
X R 7]
(eosom

ro ity
¢ Bgs]

M2 PNt o

WD EH0 I0LN wPED OY3 ERES R . D Hnbyr
M5 N3 0P H3p hoT L 1 B 2 o <ph vowap ph30s
DO PSR 75 Y L W IoR Hnou HIp bov b
192 ©90205.00ED () PoERES jnpd wopT. HIWI:oren
phs 9375 Wb PETRs Sobd mx T

2 JP3ooD OO PAIYE OO0 Ny S S NN TV PR
T 6?59?\67%2;: IRED FIMNTpNE I OW 3735 1IN
'Wf;’ﬁ VD% 5 1 e ,mpi 2N IR BT NP ° I WD
o5 = £ o omppo oy 12 DT R RITPID L NI T N
BT S o B peoe B R 7O P WO yow &5 8w
mPES D3TE T PIPD PSEN TN RIT WO AN WHETNDY N
ooEho0 DNEAD R ID D NI NTT TN DR NS Ny A
brp1oR YD 05 D0 WYY RAMIH O WD VI 6) X122 I I
- B0 Hop 9 < o003 500 pnous ey 25 o N3 P
- PP ’552‘_’: : °’5=;=if’;é ST ST NI NYT WD AN I P
’S??: e ) iy NI DI DT NP
LSEY shohaaTy oot VIEW IR PR CRIND NPT NSN3
SHDODLPED o493 oobin PEW HSDJ nd ‘71:3‘7 DI23 YR ‘{‘:1;72
LT somnoe DR T RDD NP T e mpw myw iy
Py ov hby ovoomp prem SR W REM L PRENDR KIOD WM

TN RITRI 17 Y K, 3w

s wp amph pomne et

OUIPR DM DPRD TR 7D W
VPO WT MED PULL
P2 0 OERS PoID) DN 2w YR

VO ED 226 g7 ooRD) TOM
oy kP L wEn obbe

pupp 5p7 b Hndh Sxhin
10 o sspophs T o 1377 21D NDIN S8 Rt R

ooPdp Do 37 Bb os7d son ST FTRY PNY BYPNY . DUODRR NN
3 313 . 775 : OV 31000 HIPIRDISMINIBI DAY UNINC WY 1370
o7h %3 W omp Yo oIh T IRY TP T P DTDN2 oI
A0D DYP3 OWVBIPWIT B3 o DITH N AO5M N5 WP WL AN
DY ETEIOED (HRANDEID  pomp o N Y AW WF FENOD
21533’? I3 ]"’25,3 DYSE 003 uaTpIn DT TN NN N
al;‘:;:;};;; 7;;;? o ‘;T_j NP IINOD DM wn 99 w5 T N
PEDES 3 m,‘.,‘w,a obe NIRRT DN 33107 07 80D
PIERED P3oTp oobBoE m>  DYON NI RWPW T O Y N W
oms3 promb o ppp 5O00 NP Y MY KON TRD 37 W
OTPOPIBY (S ) PRI T D NP RO TS NP I D
oud BB Dppp DIERCO P3NP TN DTN BRIV N NP

%mvm NV NIRRT ) B0 L N

DT 137 . DO B BN MUY
d - [
" pdin onss BT P00 | sy pvapyn ey mpS PO YN

:_’,:ﬁ”;gpg’;,f,’gp:;f’;’:’;ﬁ | YHN T Pnaw 33 o e
D 5o BTy B0 pop || DV ITIA DI YWD TN AT 020
ipph P o3op m 5 Po oy %%:‘WWD W TNRD M in.-’:‘jn: 513.*5
TP 3900 S70b B paon | P WK AN SuxS (oam oo
purs opb b . speb 1Y | DOWA O DY PN DS NSM AT
on pwaps wmh7 PR M0 | yp 51985 DI VPR APWE W RN A
™ 2 (00)) Bio mbD OPD e e 1 D 1AM NP 1 PR
’ ’;f]:(?;gﬁm;m’;’;;’;’; N, 2075 P DR N3 2w Ay
i 1 2o8h 73 oo foon 1 TRIT ) RITRD TN 3y N
oS b5 b %n Popom 7 L YT RIPW 73 PR WO NON e
P EIO by mN oEoLD T L AN pw D 1T 8y T
1392 AP BN OEMOD PPS wBS 1 NT TNND WPT NIINDD IIND N2
JmP 53 ppp Y3 D FRRY L MPOR NI 1 DT 3T N
03 pp SIOE I AOOOERS | pawr N upT e PR WS aON

brp RO T 2 S N N
SN MRS 00 T NS NP B DO I EY T DD

PAR NIR RIRR NP TTT DWORT PN RINT D030 D o TIOND 3

Y-V

TYYR DLW QWM B ST Mnaw .

19 93nn b ]

2% o

{

TN 4

oy 3 B DS T YEY D L D v pia NDL)"I
pH3o3 PHoo £33 700 o1 hm ppa

37097 (77 g7) 57007 broab aed wrrod Hep . vpvsp
B S0 T L B0 e POYST on A aen3 3 enp

P03 2h7 a3 T
PN B3P 300 Up oW
LPED POND W3 0m ERED
ErEows ohs PEd (o 3370s)
PP () (0 has) ToPD dw B
w7 i EBEd B3 HIps
Bp Jea57 7Y . DEDO DR
ph3h Eneo A1 2Ho 0 Hrosn
93t fomasn pEmy A v
oWNT) POVRNN BIEDD 151 35T
aprm3 50 EpS 3700 (1
2707 ¥ .Epp DO 9o Pndh
D3 =aw EpEd H51 D07 e
bovsoe moe1 B Een Mocns
pfs Bndrr o3sizo pAs LT
POV 3B OPID 1T Hm 1T
P35 9P Phnp Hio P
Prp EEpt oS PWE B I
390 =0p B 500 DS
b3 3707 poudrd Aopm H75
310 () Sy %m1 TH Op
b1 1 b3 v onvT 1ens
pbs pot piEsp F) ooon
mph) Jarsh o0 DIEN.DEED
$OBIED PST HPISD P
b . oen Hp o P DN
DD D037 5D
33hwpmbhd ood . Sov 3D
30305 DO wemd Hh1 o
poz wevp PV oo
200 DY Hpw © Nhn3 wd Mo
whsh 1 ped H1 Bep: pne
pp it g S ER jromD
oo 70 o10R3 3Pod) eh
By (27 47) 1S BopT> Bpvs
321330 00 Y5 dbzom pp
DO 37D OWSP 137 3D WD
i1 OTP M0 DIED {117 IR N
P ooy Bp7 Wb oM
whp fpon Bome KD hhh
SN BIP WTILE VL L
by L35 oy i BYPN
mndbideT ovh o
207 7S 1Y 2D e opd
L oresh 3 ueo f3Up 3y o
CYP O »OT Ml %n Hh
Bawpd ovp oo L P ovd
P 5 pdod hospen P71 .
550 ODRS 327 OIS N TIEED
oTer S ovh AN 10 b
O3B TI 2P NEIN DUNS HIDY
¥p70p zssd Y Epp Ao
oMb H o ov Te3r s
M2 MIPTs TY (42 §7 mpd)
L PUSSE OPAED I N0 DPOND
Ay Bep B o I En
P37 33h P s £T
$ o3 et whr PEp pom

-

o wdpe YOP TIPS WON W NINANDIDI 7 PP I AREPI P IOT 0T UENTNIENNG DY I IR

L o]

NP

WaR0337

H%M) anam> ot
wD3 NP I (.
132 (rDDmy) ey
TUpY TR SUX
nETNG B DY
wEY TP Oy Y
gy weRd pan,
monnn bokw oy
Ay > pI Y
ARY Wp W PP
1 W bR pap
b monnd b
WOD RVW LD Mw
DT K53 K5 o
mms wm o
PRY T 5% oW Sund
PoR S Emy oradwn
b fenn S oane
N Se opin oty
Sxend S oy
PR oV S e
nbasd wm Swvnh
b RoR mD TN
k583 ok Sav aba
b2 ‘5 jwh mavn Yo
Finso vaen i
SRU RS B TR
BR M s
1 PR S NN
T3} D wyns
e NN 3w
PR T pmam
ame by pavm
oth sy Tom
IR IRDVRD PO
MW e e
RN R N e
P pPRE R oean
P AT YEDE
R P R Y
var  vepmw D
23 by wvabm ver
T oo namn
WTEER D NzemD
PIURT AT I
I o e
e apn b
Py Mo aomo
NEs PEEnd W e
CRW TN R AN
PIIWA PARY 2T
mwn S avarn
weth P ws pe
S8 NI W o
weTe naemes Soon
RS AMIY TS
% aem &5 (' fop)
oWs5) e Sup
tepy napnn: (B §7
PEERVS A
TR PN M Y
mP 2 % Wgn
LM AN NG
Sa¢ oo o3
AMAum ey
Sowoex anum Sezn
™I MY R DR
I WP M M
PDB) prnn rxma
e v (s g7
25m 5w ey g
W 5y Sun mwen
S o ety pevm
=3 PN ANen oy

13197 4500 D oot TR

TN Twan oy
AR PN YN IR
ek e (71 fpn)
Apbennamaw basn
2 S T
Sxx ez o [rnen
T b 3 ovn
WD 1 e g
b ea(‘acs)
bavee ron kS o
IR
o R Oh vop
VNP RRET TIM
£ S abne by ma
S Suem
T TN s
2 5713 NYap nxen
AW M3 P ey
AN T b

PR OPEDN BRI PIPOVKTNCZ PIIMUED EHYH RN PIDDI VA DT Y RO ST 533 VIN TN TEN G FI0EI AP ROND D TEN(D HIM) ML TR AR G20 800 13 3NINGN Tam
TIUZ 27 PP (D DR KO AECR RN AT D KDT WY PR1I353 moeh £ER 39 UK SED 1372 1am 2 o b Dok 59 03 BpT 01 IO KD IRMWA st w0 2 pan e
203 WD KYEY (A W TN KNI PID W OR T I W £hR ©aT S e 5 At wh Papa Sax na mo ob Win oo b jRES WD kM jatpa apannb why avnnew
TP nNoo S s by e iR 1D SNBSS Sy 3P avmh ARSmn b e PRIR RORY RS ANmnD she 3T WY PO (197 MIBIIZ) ROIRTD BTEEN nx W RN wa Rbur
KT WP TN W 7D NI e TrIptd DI W I IR I AN So PIND SMNT Mwann S8 N1 P YD) MR U0 NSt Ly oo by (3P 2N a8 W

oDV OER Vo

W D SR, DI HIR APEI A KOOI INIWI AP AN EN RV DD WIN W 3 AN MPT D AANR K ST Al M wep e seonn o pv (3

§7 SR) e s

| ORI ETIh P NRNSN TR0 TN T DT I TIm ks dr I R0 ety e T AN Ayt a2 50 (3 §7 DIENC) pamy @ e 3 0w Y P 3N e
- @p3 (9 BC) 2°NOT SYPD TERI 2MANI BWI METE M um ANUT W OWan sh o SR npe by [w] oot aww See man osswk (0 B9M) 3o v pra b oo
POV PO RS PR WIS DT a7 0 TOTI 53 U pe aen B (URes epme nwm Spo e amam obd oam 5% b amn pR M3 T 0y e meem S Swen
Arbyor “ePon SY P 5 Y momen 9 AT Rman wIsh A3 AETIAID TR i et (0 §T) Mt ‘ot mEn w3 by e B0 BITIND POVNS us PRAEen pom
1D PRE 7D AR TP AR B (3D §T DI W wd REh wys Hawn by pbenn e Yoy avn xe wpEm st w3 o (342 S9pM) 0053 fovn by avn vy wbyon mbped

winn sor W5 . B0 up Pon L DIEsEd 13 0T DW : o0 35 L omp omo e oeT Y

NS TR

(3 aac) boowan 2 vl b Wi vp os L dw o v

. D 2EIN OYT OIN

oEn ol

£33 2zp Bh . 2rov3 O WA 3MOID IS L I BT SMIIT DY 0O L Sor v Y
075 D pvas 23 Pl ‘3005 ST Y Ef et mrs

A I 2 ",1‘5: DL LY TH MR . Aome 1o ame w3 LA

T i g7 v Yy

oro3 I8 hh (¥



2b? MEI'EIMASAI
all people on Sabbath eve are not the same time.1

The Gemara challenges this assertion from yet another
Baraisa:
RIT K7W 1 77101 13y — And is it so that the time given in regard
to a poor person and the time given in regard to a Kohen are the
same time? 1rm71 — But they contrasted this assertion with
[the following Baraisal: J'31y3 ynw ningh pSnnn mpwy —
FROM WHEN MAY ONE BEGIN TO RECITE THE SHEMA IN THE
EVENINGS? ninav '37y3 o WIpw nywn — FROM THE TIME
THE DAY BECOMES SANCTIFIED ON SABBATH EVES;U81 a1 ™37
K — these are THEWORDS OF R’ELIEZER. RN ywim1 131 —
R’ YEHOSHUA SAYS:  1np1na iag’ orgivn oumsow nywn —
FROM THE TIME KOHANIM who are famei BECOME TAHOR to the
extent of being able TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH.™  1piX 1Ky 139
— R'MEIRSAID: [npina YioxY phaiv ounaow nywn — FROM
THE TIME KOHANIM who are famel IMMERSE THEMSELVES to be
able TO EAT THEIR TERUMAH that night.20

R’ Yehudah interjects with a question to R’ Meir:
7 3 9 YR — R YEHUDAH SAID TO [R’ MEIRE: D7 ®9m
o'»2ib oy ob Tiyan — BUT KOHANIM must IMMERSE THEMSELVES
WHILE IT IS STILL DAY, when people do not yet go to sleep! How
then can one fulfill his obligation to recite the evening Shema at
that time?ey

The Baraisa continues citing other opinions:
TPIK R3O *20 — R CHANINA SAID:  ind HiagY o3o) uyw nywn
nYna — FROM THE TIME A POOR PERSON ENTERS TO EAT HIS
evening meal of BREAD WITH SALT.  NIIX %27 R ™K} IRAX 121
q1iK — R’ ACHAL AND SOME SAY, R’ ACHA SAID: 33 24U nywn
apaY 10131 DX — FROM THE TIME MOST PEOPLE ENTER TO

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

RECLINE, i.e. to eat their evening meal.®

The Gemara now concludes its question:
KT R 0 10) 2y ik ) — Now if you say that the time
stated in regard to a poor person and the time stated in regard to
a Kohen are the same time, ywin 127 U3 K0 127 — then
the opinion of R’ Chanina, who states the time in terms of a poor
person, is the same as the opinion of R’ Yehoshua, who states the
time in terms of a Kohen!

The Gemara therefore concludes:
A yow IRY KoK — Rather, is it not that you learn from this
that mnY 107 X7wWW TG UyT XYY — the time stated in
regard to a poor person is a time to itself and the time stated in
regard to a Kohen is a time to itself, i.e. the two times are
different? 73w ypw — Indeed, learn from this that the two
times are different.

Having established that the time of a poor person and the time
of a Kohen are not the same, the Gemara now inquires:
MRy 1m 1 — Which one of these two times is the later
time?

The Gemara answers:
MRy My Kaavn — It is logical to say that the time of the
poor person is the later of the two times. oM ’;xjgl AIRKIRT
— For if you say that the time of the poor person is the earlier
time, it would follow that =1ybx @7 1w xyn @7 — the
opinion of R’ Chanina in this last Baraisa (“the time a poor
person enters to eat his bread with salt”) is the same as the
opinion of R’ Eliezer (“the time the day becomes sanctified on the
Sabbath eve”).28  mmxy 1y A YRW IRY XHX — Rather, isit
not that you learn from this that the time of the poor person is

NOTES

17. Summary to this point: There are three times listed in these last
two Baraisos for the beginning of the evening Shema period: (2) When
poor people enter to eat during the week; (b) when all people enter to
eat on the Sabbath eve; (¢) when Kohanim who were famei may enter to
eat terumah, which is when the stars come outf. According to the
Gemara’s current understanding, times “a’ and “‘c” are identical — i.e.
poor people enter to eat during the week at the same time that
Kohanim enter to eat terumah (when the stars come out). Thus, the
anonymous Tanna of the first Baraisa (“‘when a poor man enters to
eat”) agrees with the Tanna of our Mishnah (‘“‘when Kohanim enter to
eat terumah ). Their view is disputed only by R’ Meir (in the second
Baraisa) who states that the time begins earlier, when people enter to
eat the Sabbath eve meal. See chart.

THE EARLIEST TIME FOR THE EVENING SHEMA

‘Mishnah: When the Kohanim enter to eat their terumah.

Baraisal: When a poor man enters to eat his bread with salt.

Baraisa 2: R’ Meir — When all people enter to eat on Sabbath eve.
Sages — When Kohanim are entitled to eat their terumah.

18. Le. at ntwnwi 13, bein hashemashos, the twilight period preceding
nightfall. Since the legal status of bein hashemashos as day or night is
uncertain, one must begin observing the Sabbath on Friday evening at
that time (Rashi). Thus, one Tnay begin reciting the evening Shema at
this time (every night of the week).

[Exactly when bein hashemashos begins is the subject of a number of
digputes. A Baraisa cited in Shabbos 34b records a Tannaic dispute.
According to R’ Yehudah (whose view is accepted as halachah), bein
hashemashos begins at sunset. His view is disputed by R’ Yose (whose
view will be quoted by the Gemara below). There is also a well-known
dispute among the Rishonim as to what R’ Yehudah means by
“sunset.” In the view of the Geonim (Rav Sherira Gaon and Rav Hai

-Gaon, cited in Teshuvos Maharam Alashkar §96. and Gra to Orach
Chaim 261:2; see also Beur Halachah there nypwn nnmm o),
“sunset” is the event commonly referred to as sunset, ie. the dis-
appearance of the ball of the sun from the sky. According to Rabbeinu
Tam; however (whose view is cited in Tosafos, Shabbos 35a *n 1 and
Pesachim 94a i a1 1), R’ Yehudah refers to a much later time
known as the “second sunset,” which is when light completely dis-
appears from the dome of the sky and is visible only as a reddish glow in

the west. For a fuller discussion of these opinions, see our lengthy nobe
to Shabbos 35b (note 6).]

19. Le. at ova1a17 nxy, the appearance of the stars, as explained above.
20. [For a Kohen who is tamei to become tahor and eat ferumah, he
must first immerse himself in a mikveh and then wait for nightfall,
Accordingly, his immersion must take place prior to bein hashemashos
— so that there is no doubt that night will fall after his immersion. (A
Kohen who immersed after sunset would have to wait until nightfall of
the next day before eating terumah. )],

21. According to the R’ Yehudah, bein hashemashos extends the amount
of time it takes to walk half a mil before o157 nxY, the appearance of
the stars. Therefore, the immersion, which must take place before bein
hashemashos, occurs while it is still daytime, when it is certainly not yet
time for people to go to sleep. How then can one fulfill his obligation to
recite the evening Shema at that time? The Gemara below will present
R’ Meir’s response (Rashi).

{Rashi’s statement here (and in Niddah 53a mwnows pa ) that R’
Yehudah considers bein hashemashos to begin a half-mil walk before
the stars come out is problematic. The Gemara in Shabbos 34b explains
R’ Yehudah’s view to be the time it takes to walk either two-thirds or
three-quarters of a mil (Gilyon HaShas; see also Hagahos HaGra,
Hagahos R’ Betzalel Ronsburg and Mitzpeh Eisan).]

22. [The expression aun%, fo recline, is used as a synonym for su;tlng
down to eat because it was the practice in ancient times for people to eat
while reclining, as we still do at the Seder on Pesach night.] According
to some, R’ Achai refers to the time when most people sit down to eat
their weekday meal; according to others he refers to sitting down to the
Sabbath meal [which takes place somewhat earlier, as explained in note
9]. Whatever the explanation, this is the latest of all the times
mentioned (Rashi; Ritva; Mem, of-Maharsha’s emendation of Rashi).
23. For it seems unprobable to say that there is yet another time before
the appearance of the stars that could be defined as the “time that
people lie down” [2'ow 1], Thus, if the time of a poor person entering
to eat is earlier than the time a Kohen may resume eating terumah —
i.e. earlier than the appearance of the stars — we must assiime that' it
is equal to the other pre-nightfall time, namely, R’ Eliezer’s time of the :
onset of the Sabbath [the beginning of bein hashemashos} (Tosafos;:
cited by Rashba; cf. Tosafos 7o 1 with Maharshe; Ritva).
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2b* MEFEIMASAI
the later time? n3m ynw — Indeed, learn from this that the
time of the poor person is the later time.

The Gemara now returns to the challenge posed by R’ Yehudah
to R’ Meir in the Baraisa:
"1 1mx — The master said in the Baraisa: mpim 27 m% oK —
R’ YEHUDAH SAID TO [R' MEIR]: How can you say that the time one
may begin reciting the evening Shema is equivalent to the time
that Kohanim immerse themselves, i1 ni* Tiyan murs xbm
D“?::l'“! — WHEN KOHANIM must IMMERSE THEMSELVES WHILE IT IS
STILL DAY, when people do not yet go to sleep! How then can one
fulfill his obligation to recite the evening Shema at that time?

The Gemara asks:
MRy Y i a3 mh wnxp 19w — R’ Yehudah spoke well
(i.e. presented a valid objection) to R’ Meir. What then is R’
Meir’s view?

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

The Gemara answers:

5 xR 2257 1 12 — This is what R’ Meir would say to [R’
Yehudah]: xmmx X 777 nivnpws 1rax X187 0120 M — Do
you think that I am referring to your understanding of bein
hashemashos?28 Xy X Wi 1277 nivpws Pax X8 — Tam
referring to bein hashemashos as explained by R’ Yose,
1127 mKT — for R’ Yose said: 1y 97710 niwnwi 13 — The
duration of bein hashemashos is like the blink of an eye;
xyi mny oy;y — this (the night) enters, and this (the day)
departs, 9y TinyY 2wox X — and during this very short
period of transition, it is impossible to determine whether it is
day or night.s Therefore, according to R’ Yose the Kohanim
immerse themselves just a few moments before the stars come
out, when it is nearly dark. This is late enough to be considered a
time for going to sleep, and the evening Shema may therefore be
recited at that time, according to R’ Meir. 26!

NOTES

24. See above, note 21.

25. [This is a quote from the Baraisa in Shabbos 34b; see commentary
there.] According to R’ Yose, bein hashemashos occurs immediately
prior to 012130 nXY, the appearance of the stars, and lasts for just one
second. [Prior to that is legally considered day, and the Kohanim may
therefore immerse themselves up until that time and still be fit to eat
terumah a few moments later when the stars come out.} R’ Meir shares
the view of R’ Yose. Thus, according to R’ Meir the Kohanim did not
have to immerse themselves until just a few moments before the
appearance of the stars, when it was already almost dark (Rashz).

26. Rashi. [Thus, according to R’ Meir, the Shema may be said at this

time even though it is technically still day.]

R’ Yehudah’s view of bein hashemashos, however, is that it begins a
longer time before the stars come out (see note 21), when there is still
more light. Thus, R’ Yehudah objected that if the Kohanim must
immerse themselves before bein hashemashos, that time cannot be
considered fit for going to sleep (Rashi above nmis Xom i1+7).

In summary: The Gemara has quoted three Baraisos containing a
number of different Tannaic views concerning the earliest time for
reciting the evening Shema. The Gemara attempted to establish that
two of these — the time a poor person enters to eat and the time a
Kohen who was tamei may eat ferumah again — are actually the same
time, but eventually proved that they are not and that the poor enter to
eat their meal after the time that Kohanim may resume eating ferumah
(i.e. after the appearance of the stars). We will now summarize the
various opinions in chronological order, beginning with the earliest.
(This summary is taken largely from Meiri.)

A. R’ Eliezer — from the time the Sabbath is sanctified, i.e. sunset (see
note 18 above; see also the note at the end of this summary).

B. R’ Meir — from the time Kohanim who are famei immerse
themselves, just a few moments prior to w9131 NXY, the appearance
of the stars (see previous note).

C. R’ Yehoshua — from the time Kohanim who were tamei are

- permitted to begin eating terumah again, ie. at na3ia7 nKy, the

appearance of the stars.

D. R’ Chanina — from the time a poor person enters to eat his daily
evening meal of bread and salt, which is sometime after the
appearance of the stars.

E. R’ Meir of the second Baraisa — from the time people enter to eat
their meal on the Sabbath eve. [There is a question whether this is
a later time than the previous one. The Gemara initially assumed
that this time is the same as the time a poor person enters to eat his
daily meal (previous listing). The Gemara rejected this assumption
in order to defend the view that the time of a poor person is the same
as the time of a Kohen. Since the Gemara has now concluded that
this view is incorrect, Rashba and Meiri maintain that the Gemara
returns to its previous assumption that the time ordinary people
enterto eat on Friday night is the same as the time that poor people
enter to eat during the week. Thus, listings D and E refer to the
same time. However, according to Rashi’s second explanation of R’
Achai’s view, the Friday night time is actually later than the poor
man’s weekday time, and indeed the latest of all the times. (See
further in our note at the end of the summary.)]

F. R’ Achai, and some say R’ Acha — from the time people enter to eat
their evening meal during the week (see note 22 above), which is
even later than the time of a poor person, and the latest time of all.
[This follows Rashi’s first explanation of R’ Achai’s opinion, which
is the view held by most Rishonim (Raskba, Ritva, Meiri). Rashi
also cites a second explanation according to which R’ Achai speaks of
the time when people enter to eat on Friday night (see previous
listing).]

Note: In explaining the time of the Sabbath meal as being after the
stars come out, we have followed Meiri, whose view is-shared by Rashi
(see 3a w1x w1 xwp 77 and Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Rashba).
However, Tosafos on 2a ("riaxn i1+7) cite the view of Ri that the Sabbath
eve time is actually the earliest of all the views, occurring even before
sunset. Tosafos there also cite the view of Rabbeiny Tam who says that
according to R’ Yehudah who states on 26a that one may pray Minchah
only until the plag haminchah, one may begin reciting the Shema
immediately after the plag haminchah — an hour and a quarter before
sunset. .
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MEVEIMASAI

One Baraisa above stated in the name of R’ Meir that the
earliest one may recite the evening Shema is when people enter to
eat on Sabbath eve. Another Baraisa stated in the name of R’ Meir

that the time is when Kohanim who are famei immerse them- -

selves. The Gemara therefore asks:
TRY 12TIX RR 277 XWp — One statement of R’ Meir
contradicts the other statement of R’ Meir!l

The Gemara answers:

MIRD 1377 RYHK WD N ~ The two Baraisos were authored by
two different Tannaim, who differed as to the view actually held
by R’ Meir.

The Gemara notes a similar contradiction between the view of

R’ Eliezer cited in our Mishnah and the view of R’ Eliezer cited in
the Baraisa:
A1yoR TR MYoR 271 KR — One statement of R’ Eliezer
contradicts the other statement of R’ Eliezer! For in our
Mishnah R’ Eliezer states that the earliest one may recite the
evening Shema is when Kohanim who were tamei are permitted
to begin eating terumah (i.e. when the stars appear); whereas in
the Baraisa R’ Eliezer rules that the time is when the Sabbath
becomes sanctified (i.e. at bein hashemashos), which is before the
stars appear. — ? —

The Gemara answers:

AyhR 1277 KK wan M0 — The Mishnah and Baraisa were
authored by two different Tannaim, who differed as to the view
actually held by R’ Eliezer.

An alternative answer:

KR N3y — And if you prefer, say:  11h 121 1RD xyM
xu1 — The first clause of the Mishnah, which gives the time one
may begin reciting the evening Shema, is not the ruling of R’
Eliezer.™

The Gemara quotes the ruling of R’ Eliezer in our Mishnah:
MY gio 7y — R’ Eliezer ruled that the latest the evening
_ Shema may be recited is UNTIL THE END OF THE first WATCH.

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 3a!
The Gemara questions R’ Eliezer’s formulation:
M1y 127 12D *Xp — What is R’ Eliezer’s opinion regarding
the number of watches in a night?® 3 nitpwn why 12pp w
n9bn — IF[R’ Eliezer] is of the opinion that the night consists
of three watches, making each watch four hourslong, "1y xmb
nivw yaax — let him say explicitly that the evening Shema
obligation .extends until the end of the fourth hour of the
night® n%%3 M nipwn vaax Napp W — And if (R
Eliezer] is of the opinion that the night consists of four
watches, so that each watch is three hours long, Wb 7y xpb
niyw — let him say that the evening Shema obligation extends
until the end of the third hour of the night. Why does R’ Eliezer
state his ruling in terms of “‘watches,” whose meaning is less clear
to people?
The Gemara answers:

b 1 ninpwn why 1aep obivh — Actually, [R’ Eliezer] is of
the opinion that the night consists of three watches, xm
1> yownp — and this is what he means to teach us by speaking
of watches rather than hours: XMW yp7a nitnpwn X2KT
NYIX3 nipwn — that there are watches in heaven and there
are also watches on earth corresponding to them;® i.e. the night
on earth is also divided into three distinet parts, each of which can
be identified by the events that take place in them, as the
following Baraisa explains:
xun37 — For a Baraisa has taught: MR BK EY - R
ELIEZER SAYS: 19913 mip ninpwn why — THE NIGHT CONSISTS
OF THREE WATCHES; N1 3112 Wit 2w iy 1o 53 b
TIRD AKIW) — AND AT EACH AND EVERY WATCH THE HOLY ONE,
BLESSED IS HE, SITS AND ROARS LIKE A LION,®! RRIY — ASTHE
VERSE STATES: 191 [0 1wy Tivnm1 AN ningn N, — HASHEM
WILL ROAR FROM ON HIGH, AND FROM HIS HOLY ABODE WILL SEND
FORTH HIS VOICE, '"¥M3"5y XY AXY — HE WILL ROAR AND
ROAR OVER HIS LODGING.” 1275 19"0) — AND THE SIGN FOR
THIS MATTER, ie. for each of these heavenly watches, IS AS
FOLLOWS: "yi ninn miwx 1nWn — THE FIRST WATCH, A

NOTES

1. [These two times cannot be identical] because the time that people
enter to eat on Sabbath eve is later than the time that Kohanim resume
eating terumah (see 2b note 26), and thus after the appearance of the
stars. The time that Kohanim immerse themselves to prepare for eating
terumah, however, is before bein hashemashos (as explained in note 20
there), and thus before the stars come out (Rashi; cf. Tosafos).

2. When the Mishnah stated, “these are the words of R’ Eliezer,” it
referred only to the ruling regarding the latest time for reciting the
evening Shema, i.e. “until the end of the first watch.” [This is the ruling
disputed by the Sages and Rabban Gamliel who are cited afterwards.]
However, the Mishnah’s first statement, which concerned the earliest
one may begin reciting the evening Shema, was not part of R’ Eliezer’s
statement (Rashi), but an anonymous statement that actually reflects
the view of the Sages and R’ Yehoshua (in the second and third Baraisos
on 2b), which R’ Eliezer himself disputes.

{Accordingly, R’ Eliezer’s view is that the time of the evening Shema
begins at bein hashemashos (‘‘when the Sabbath is sanctified”’) and ends
at the conclusion of the first watch of the night.] R’ Eliezer understands
the verse’s statement 725w, when you lie down, to mean the time when
people go to lie down — i.e. when they are in the process of lying down
[which includes the time when they are preparing to lie down (see Rashi
42775 x1ap mySK M2 K 7], Since some people begin to retire for the
night earlier than others, the verse in effect refers to the entire period
from the very earliest that people begin retiring until the latest that they
customarily do so [viz. from bein hashemashos until the end of the first
watch). The Sages, however, understand the term 335w3, when you lie
down, to refer to the time that people are actually lying down — i.e. in
bed. Thus, the period referred to is the entire night (from the time the
stars come out until dawn). The Sages reduce this time to midnight only
to insure that a person will not fall asleep and forget to recite the Shema.
[They also exclude the bein hashemashos period, because although

people are in the process of lying down then (“‘going to lie down”), they
are not actually in bed (“lying down”) until nightfall, when the stars
come out.] Rabban Gamliel rejects this preventive decree and therefore
permits the Shema to be recited until dawn (Rashi).

3. The night is divided into a number of “watches,” during each of which
a different company of Heavenly angels stands in service before God and
sings praises to Him. There is a dispute among the Tannaim, however
(cited on 3b), as to whether the night and its song are divided into three
watches or four (Rashi).

4. In the Talmudic system, the night and day are always divided into
twelve hours apiece, regardless of their actual length. Thus, a nighttime
hour in the summer consists of less than 60 minutes while its daytime
counterpart is more than 60 minutes. The reverse is true in the winter.
Such hours are known as nvm! nivw, seasonal hours (Rambam’s
Commentary to the Mishnah, Berachos 1:2).

5. By stating that the time of the evening Shema ends when the first
heavenly watch ends, without telling us when that is, R’ Eliezer is
teaching that there are clear signs on earth by which to recognize the
times of the heavenly watches [without calculating the number of hours]
(Rashi; cf. Rosh).

6. [Le. God cries out, so to speak, concerning the destruction of the
Temple and the exile of the Jewish people, as the Gemara will state
below.]

7.Jeremiah 25:30. The use of the term 1xw, roar, three times in the verse
indicates that there are three [heavenly watches] (Rashi). {For as the
Baraisa stated, God ‘“‘roars” once at each watch; thus, three “roars”
indicates three watches.]

Although this verse makes no reference to the roaring “of a lion,” the
verb axw is often used in Scripture to refer to the roar of the lion
(Maharsha; see Amos 3:4,8; Ezekiel 22:25).
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MEI'EIMASAI

DONKEY BRAYS;¥ iy nmba naw — THE SECOND [WATCH],
DOGSHOWL;  aK *1Wn pair pivn niwihy — THE THIRD [WATCH],
which occurs close to daybreak, AN INFANT NURSES FROM ITS
MOTHER’S BREASTS,®  ny3 DY n7DoR MWK] — AND A WOMAN
SPEAKS WITH HER HUSBAND.!)

The Gemara considers which part of the watch these signs point
to:
oy 127 2w Xp 0k — What is R’ Eliezer counting with
these signs? 2w Kp N nbin x — If he is counting the
beginnings of the watches, 1% im® xy0'0 mIWR" TRYR NHhn
— what need is there for a special sign to identify the
beginning of the first watch? xy1 Xn7iK — It is when night
fallsi 2wy KR niTpwn §iv 2% — And if he is counting the
ends of the watches, N30 *> mab myinx nnWn Rio — what
need is there for a special sign for the end of the last watch?
N1 X — It is when day breaks! — ? —

The Gemara concludes:
YKy 1pYn o 2w Xbx —~ Rather, we must say that [R’
Eliezer] is counting the end of the first watch, 1wR nhrm
mianx — the beginning of the last watch, nwyniy
xnwynxT — and the middle of the middle watch.'

The Gemara offers an alternative explanation:
NN myanR) — Or if you prefer, say:  Xp ninnpwn gio mbi
awin — With all of these signs he is counting the ends of the
watches. 7™y X5 m3inngx x9*n 2 — And if you will object and
say that the last watch does not need a special sign to mark its

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 3a?
end, since it ends at dawn, I will answer as follows: xjpD3 *RRY
Ay — For what practical purpose is it stated? nxp rpmd

5ox N3 37 xu’ yow — To serve as a marker for reciting the
morning Shema for one who sleeps in a dark house™® y1 x5
NI YR nXMp ot — and does not know when is the time for
reciting the morning Shema. Abya Dy nysPR AWKT D —
Once a woman begins speaking with her husband  pan pizm
nx rwn — and a child begins nursing from its mother’s
breasts, Mp1op*> — let him arise and recite the Shema, for
the night has ended.t4

The Gemara quotes a teaching of Rav that elaborates the
subject of God’s “roaring”:
377 pwn brmw 13 pry 31 nx — Rav Yitzchak bar Shmuel
said in the name of Rav: %% i1 nivpwn whw — The night
consists of three watches, 712 WiTR 2w v Mmwn babn
1MN3 AR X171 — and at each and every watch the Holy One,
Blessed is He, sits and roars like a lion "niX) ~ and says:
ow2% X — Woe to the children 3 nxn27mn nipninyay —
because of whose sins I destroyed My Temple, nx mpay
5311 — and burned My Sanctuary, by niwix pab ombam
— and exiled them among the nations of the world.!5

The Gemara cites a related incident:
Nun — It was taught in a Baraisa:  *017137 70K — R’ YOSE SAID:
37713 ‘-]'7-'313 NMT NIIX DYS — I'WAS ONCE TRAVELING ON THE ROAD,

Sheninh @bwint niaing nx 12790 1IN — AND I ENTERED

NOTES

8. The Gemara below will explain to what portion of the watch this
corresponds.

9. At this hour of the morning an infant becomes hungry and begins
nursing from its mother (Tzlach ).

10. Since it is close to morning, people are awakening, and those who
sleep together begin talking to one another (Rashi). Thus, when the
Baraisa speaks of a woman talking to her husband it is merely by way of
example (HaKoseiv in Ein Yaakov, in explanation of Rashi).
[Although these signs are meant to serve as physical cues for the mo-
ments described, R’ Eliezer’s choice of them also contains certain ethical
teachings. See Maharsha and HaKoseiv for two such interpretations.]

11. Le. it begins when the stars come out (Rashi).

12. {Le. the donkey brays at the end of the first watch; the dogs howl in
the middle of the middle watch (at midnight); and an infant nurses from
its mother, and a woman awakens and begins talking to her hushand, at
the beginning of the third watch. It is at those moments that God roars
over the destruction of the Temple.]

13. [L.e. in a room without any windows to let in the light of day.]

14. [The other two signs (the donkey braying, the dogs barking),
however, are for the purpose of informing us when the first and second
heavenly watches end.]

What is the point of knowing when the heavenly watches begin and
end? Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Rashba, and at greater length in Otzar
HaGeonim; see also Rosh ) explains that it is because it is proper to cry
out to God and beseech Him at the beginning of the watches concerning
the destruction of the Temple, as the verse in Lamentations (2:19) states:
night, at the beginning of the watches; pour out your heart like water in
the presence of the Lord. [Thus, the donkey’s braying alerts us that the
first watch is now ending and that the second is about to begin, and the
dogs howling alerts us to the end of the second watch and the beginning
of the third.] Praying for the Temple at these times is especially
effective, for these are the times that God Himself “roars’” over the
destruction of the Temple, which is meant to indicate His willingness to
[accept our repentance and] forgive us and restore the Temple to us
(Ritva, in explanation of Rav Hai Gaon; see next note).

According to the previous answer as well, the signs indicate (either
directly or indirectly) the beginnings of the second and third watches
and thus serve to alert us to a propitious time to pray for the Temple. But
according to that answer, the dogs howl in the middle of the second
watch, not at the beginning or end of one. For what purpose does R’

Eliezer teach us this sign? Rashba and Ritva answer that R’ Eliezer
gives this sign to indicate a practical way of knowing when it is midnight
and time to stop eating the meat of sacrifices whose consumption is
limited to one day (see 2a note 11). Magen Avraham (1:4), however,
states that according to the Gemara’s first answer midnight is also an
appropriate time to cry out to God concerning the Temple, since it too
is a time when God roars over the destruction of the Temple. (See Magen
Avraham who cites this interpretation as a source for the custom of the
Kabbalists to pray for the Temple at midnight. See also Tzlach who
notes Rashba’s apparent disagreement with this interpretation.)

{It is interesting to note that although according to both of the
Gemara’s answers the beginning of the night also marks the beginning
of a watch, Rashi (to Lamentations 2:19) does not seem to count it as one
of the propitious times for praying for the Temple. See Maharsha who
discusses this point. On the other hand, Tur (Orach Chaim 1, see also
Shulchan Aruch 1:2) understands R’ Eliezer’s counting of the ends of
the watches to imply a third propitious time for this prayer — at the
moment night changes into day.]

15. Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Otzar HaGeonim) explains the statement
that God “roars” to be meant allegorically. Its point is to teach us to cry
out concerning the destruction of the Temple and our exile among the
nations. (See below, 7a note 2 for a similar explanation by Rav Saadiah
Gaon of “Hashem’s prayer.”’) [Accordingly, the statement, “Woe to the
children because of whose sins I destroyed My Temple ...” may be
meant to convey that since it is only because of our sins that the Temple
was destroyed and our people were scattered among the nations, it is
only because of our failure to repent them that the Temple continues to
lie in ruins and we remain scattered among the nations. God, however,
yearns for our repentance, and if only we will ery out to Him in anguish
and regret over our sins and return to Him, He will surely restore us to
our land and rebuild the Holy Temple.]

The expression ‘“‘destroyed My Temple” and “burned My Sanctuary”
would both seem to refer to the same thing. Toras Chaim (to Sanhedrin
96b), however, suggests that the expression “‘destroyed My Temple”
connotes the departure of God’s Presence from the Temple, while the
expression “burned My Sanctuary” refers to its actual destruction. It is
only after God’s Presence has departed the Temple that it can be
physically destroyed. Alternatively, the double expression connotes the
loss of both the earthly Temple and its heavenly counterpart. As stated
in Taanis (5a), God does not “‘reside” in His heavenly Temple while the
earthly Temple is in ruins. Thus, in effect, both Temples were
“destroyed” at one time.
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ONE OF THE RUINS OF JERUSALEM TO PRAY. it Moy ymbx N3
— ELIJAH the prophet, WHO 1S REMEMBERED FOR GOOD,!¢! CAME
mban mpwey 1y (Y prnm) nnon by ' Ypw) — AND WAFTEDL?
FOR ME AT THE ENTRANCE of the ruin UNTIL I FINISHED MY
PRAYER. nYbn 'mnwpyw anxh — AFTER I FINISHED MY PRAYER
131 719y 0w % K — [ELIJAH] SAID TO ME: “PEACE UNTO YOU,
MY TEACHER.” 1% 'nJnK) — AND I RESPONDED TO HIM:  Di5w
™im 121 7YY — “PEACE UNTO YOU, MY TEACHER AND MASTER.”
"2 1K) — ANDHE SAIDTOME: %33 — “MYSON,  Dbih) imp nusn
1 12 — FOR WHAT reason DID YOU ENTER THIS RUIN and place
yourself in a state of danger?” 5honn® ¥ K — 1SAID TO
HIM: “TO PRAY.”!8! H 9pxy — AND HE SAID TO ME: 7%
7172 Y98N — “YOU SHOULD HAVE PRAYED ON THE ROAD and not
have entered the ruin.”1® i m9nK) — AND I SAID TO HIM:
01377 1121 12 3P0 Xpw it Knn — “I did not pray on the
road for 1 WAS AFRAID THAT PASSERSBY MIGHT INTERRUPT ME.”
1 X — ANDHE SAIDTOME: 17¥p npon Spennb b mia — “In
that case YOU SHOULD HAVE PRAYED THE ABRIDGED PRAYER.”201
Before continuing to relate his dialogue with Eljjah, R’ Yose
pauses to comment:
027 MWW 1mn 1M NYY Anikg — AT THAT TIME I LEARNED
FROM [ELIJAH] the following THREE THINGS: 110323 PR b
many — 1 LEARNED THAT ONE SHOULD NOT ENTER A RUIN;U
7772 THHENRY *n Y — AND 1 LEARNED THAT ONE MAY PRAY ON

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 3a3
THEROAD;"  17¥p 250 Yoonn 7772 Shonnaw 'nm') — AND
T LEARNED THAT ONE WHO PRAYS WHILE ON THE ROAD SHOULD
PRAY THE ABRIDGED PRAYER.?!
R’ Yose returns to the dialogue between himself and Eljjah:

" SpK) — AND ELIJAH SAID TO ME: 3 — “MY SON, 9ip ma
it 1372 AYRY — WHAT SOUND DID YOU HEAR when you were
IN THIS RUIN?” % *NBK) — AND I SAID TO HIM: N3 nyny
npiNY MYy npmmy P — “I HEARD A HEAVENLY VOICE
THAT WAS COOING LIKE A DOVERY AND SAYING: D% "X
M) NX NI DTNINYIY —WOE TO THE SONS BECAUSE OF
WHOSE SINS 1 DESTROYED MY HOUSE, '42%1 NX 'n»1i) — AND
BURNED MY TEMPLE, nimNg 2% mnmibym — AND EXILED
THEM AMONG THE NATIONS of the world.” ” 5 2mnx1 — AND
[ELIJAH] SAID TOME: WK1 MM P —“BY YOUR LIFE AND THE
LIFE OF YOUR HEAD!?® %3 npix 7a%3 o nyw x5 — 1118
NOT ONLY AT THIS MOMENT THAT {THE HEAVENLY VOICE] SAYS
THIS, %2 NRix omayd why oin ot 533 X9 — BUT ONEACHAND
EVERY DAY IT SAYS THIS THREE TIMES,*8) 1a%2 it X% — ANDNOT
ONLYTHIS, v *na% nin3n 13 1oy s nyws Kox
— BUT AT THE TIME THAT the people of ISRAEL ENTER THE
SYNAGOGUES AND HOUSES OF STUDY  Siman mmw X poim
79ian — AND RESPOND in the Kaddish, ‘MAY HIS (God’s) GREAT
NAME BE BLESSED,®  “nix} WK1 yayin w1 2 witgn —
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SHAKES HIS HEAD AND SAYS:!%8

NOTES

16. [This expression of blessing is often appended to the name of the
prophet Elijah and indeed only to his name. (See Midrash Esther Rabbah
10:9 which relates its use in connection with Charvonah to Elijah the
prophet as well, with the statement that it was actually Eljjah in the
guise of Charvonah who told the king about the gallows Haman had
built for Mordechai.))

17. Although the word “wmw ordinarily means to watch or guard, Rashi
cites several instances where it means to wait (for example, Sanhedrin
63b, Bava Kamma 90b, and the verses in Genesis 37:11, and Isaiah 26:2),
and on this basis he explains that to be its meaning here as well.

18. Thus, I counted on the merit of the mitzvah to protect me from any
danger (Rosh Yosef: see also Rif in Ein Yaakov; cf. Prei Yehoshua).

19. Elijah answered that R’ Yose should not have relied on the merit of
his prayer where there was any alternative. [Although it is better to pray
indoors than outdoors (see Gemara below, 34b, and Orach Chaim 90:5)]
it is nonetheless preferable to pray outdoors than to enter a place of
danger (Rif in Ein Yadkov). And since it was possible to pray outdoors,
R’ Yose should not have counted on the merit of the mitzvah to protect
him when he placed himself in danger unnecessarily (Rosh Yosef; cf.
Pret Yehoshua).

20. This refers to the abridged version of Shemoneh Esrei cited below
(29a), called 1yam, vahavineinu (Rashi; Tosafos; et al.).

21. Because of the dangers that lurk there, which the Gemara will
enumerate below.

22. If no other place is available (see note 19).

23. R’ Yaakov ibn Chaviv (the original compiler of Ein Yaakov, whose
commentary to that work appears under the name HaKoseiv) suggests
adeeper meaning to this incident. R’ Yose (who was a disciple of R’ Akiva
and one of the leading teachers of Israel in the generation after the
collapse of the Bar Kochba revolution some 65 years after the destruc-
tion of the Second Temple) was troubled by the failure of the Temple to
be rebuilt. Like Daniel before him (see Daniel ch. 9), he set himself to
investigate this matter and to pray for understanding and to beseech
God for the restoration of the Temple (he “entered one of the ruins of
dJerusalem to pray” — i.e. he entered into the subject of the continued
ruination of Jerusalem and prayed). As a result of the intensity of his
devotion, the prophet Elijah appeared to him and asked him, ‘“My son,
for what reason did you enter this ruin” — i.e. why have you delved into
this matter with such intensity? Are you perhaps questioning the justice
of God’s ways? R’ Yose answered: No, “I entered [only] to pray” for the
quick restoration of the Temple. Elijah answered him, ‘“You should have
prayed on the road” — i.e. the time has not yet come for the restoration
of the Temple and the return of the exiles, and you should therefore have

devoted the main part of your prayer to the safe passage of Israel along
the long and bitter road of its exile. R’ Yose responded, ‘I was afraid that
passersby would interrupt me” — i.e. I was afraid that the nations of the
world, who constantly persecute the people of God, would make it
impossible for Israel to complete its journey through the exile as faithful
servants to Him. [The Bar Kochba revolution was suppressed by the
Romans with extreme brutality, and in its aftermath, Judea was com-
pletely emptied of Jews. Even the Jews of the Galilee were subjected to
almost unbearable persecutions.] Elijah responded that even so, “You
should have prayed the short prayer” — i.e. the travails of the exile do
not allow for prayers of great length on this subject. Our prayers on the
matter should therefore be short in length, but full of intensity. [For if
we were to cry in full over all the tragedies of the exile, our lives would
be completely consumed in this task and no time and energy would be
left to build, support and make Israel flourish despite her many woes.]
R’ Yose concluded that he learned three important lessons from this
dialogue. First, it is not wise for a person to enter too deeply into the
reasons for the lengthy exile and the long delay in the Messiah’s arrival,
nor to try and reckon the time of his arrival. Second, he learned that one
should pray on the road — i.e. pray for the survival and well-being of
Israel along her journey through the exile. Third, that our prayers
concerning the tragedies of exile should be intense but not overly long.
24. A% nais a voice from Heaven that constitutes a level of Divine com-
munication below that of actual prophecy. When Chaggai, Zechariah
and Malachi (the last of the prophets) died in the early period of the
second Temple, the era of actual prophecy came to an end. Nonetheless,
Divine messages continued to be received by the righteous in the form
of a%ip na [literally: the daughter of a voice] (Sanhedrin 11a). According
to some, the reason for this name is because the voice heard by the
person is not the voice that emanates from Heaven but merely an echo
of it (Tosafos ibid.; see Tos. Yom Tov to Yevamos 16:6 for another
explanation).

25. Each of these expressions is used as a form of oath (see Sotah 10b and
Sanhedrin 24a). Here Eliyahu makes use of a double oath to emphasize
his statement.

26. [L.e. at the end of each of the three watches of the night, as the
Gemara stated above (see note 14; ef. Iyun Yaakov).]

27. Translation follows Tosafos; cf. translation of Machzor Vitri cited
there.

28. This is not to be taken literally but rather as an anthropomorphism.
The Torah itself sometimes ascribes human traits to the Almighty to
help human minds grasp in some measure what is in essence ineffable
[0 33 1iwYa myin a7] (see Rambam, Hil. Yesodei HaTorah 1:9). The
Sages therefore employed such expressions as well. The intention here
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METPEIMASAI

12 1133 NN Ppebppy 39N MWK — ‘FORTUNATE IS THE KING
WHO IS PRAISED THIS WAY IN HIS HOUSE;2Y  ni iy ax% i
12 — WHATIS THERE FOR THE FATHER WHO HAS EXILED HIS SONS,
orax 17 byn 1baw oab onb 1Ny — AND WOE TO THE SONS
WHO HAVE BEEN EXILED FROM THEIR FATHER’S TABLE.” (3!

The Gemara cites a Baraisa that explains the reasons why one
should not enter a ruin:
1121 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: ™27 mwbw non
M2 1oI3) X — FOR the following THREE REASONS ONE
SHOULD NOT ENTER A RUIN: W 213% — BECAUSE OF SUSPI-

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 3a*
CION, i.e. because people may suspect one of entering there to
meet a harlot,® nYispn 1uBn — BECAUSE of the danger OF
COLLAPSE,®J 1y wipil 15m — AND BECAUSE of the danger of
DEMONS, who lurk in deserted areas and ruins.
The Gemara analyzes the need for all three reasons:

1w 1upn — The Baraisa stated that one of the reasons not to
enter is BECAUSE OF SUSPICION of consorting with a harlot.
nbisn mwn mb ;s — But let [the prohibition] against
entering a ruin be derived simply from the concern for the
danger of collapse. Why does the Baraisa find it necessary to
mention the additional reason of suspicion? :

NOTES

is to say that though God’s justice requires that Israel’s sins eventually
be punished — even to the extent of destroying the Holy Temple and
exiling the people — nonetheless, His will is that they be righteous and
prosper and thus merit to have the Land of Israel and the Holy Temple.
The necessity of implementing Divine justice is thus at odds, so to
speak, with God’s plan to be benevolent. This is vividly portrayed in the
Talmudic metaphor that the Holy One, Blessed is He, “shakes His
head” in sorrow and anger at what He has been “forced,” to do to His
people (HaKoseiv in Ein Yaakov).

29. Fortunate was God when this praise was recited in the Holy Temple
(Rashi). [For this is the relationship with Israel that God truly desires
— that His children, Israel, serve Him as in ancient times; see previous
note. For a deeper explanation, see Maharsha and the elaboration of his
interpretation in Emes LeYaakov.]

30. It is not God’s desire that the Temple continue to lie in ruins (“what
is there for a Father Who has exiled His sons”), and it is indeed a source
of anguish to Him, so to speak, that His children no longer praise Him
in the Temple. [As Maharsha notes, God’s Kingship is in some measure
“diminished’ (i.e. in our eyes) by the absence of the Temple.] And God
bemoans the tragedy of the Children of Israel being forced into exile

because of their sins. We are to learn from this that God greatly desires
to return His children to the Temple and have them praise Him once
again. There is no obstacle on God’s part to this — if only we will repent
and return to Him it will surely happen (HaKoseiv). [It is perhaps for
this reason that the Heavenly voice was heard by R’ Yose to be “‘cooing
like a dove.” For the dove is considered a symbol of the nation of Israel,
as the Gemara says below (53b). By assuming the tones of a dove, the
Heavenly voice reaches out to Israel with its assurance of God’s
continued yearning for her return not only with its words but even with
its very tone.]

31. Even though no sin is actually committed, one should not put
himself in a position where he will even be suspected of sinning
(Rabbeinu Yonah). [Harlots would typically arrange to meet people in
out-of-the-way and deserted places.)

32. The walls of a ruin are very unstable and there is the danger that
they may collapse.

33. The Tanna would not make a point of listing three reasons for the
prohibition unless there were instances in which each of the reasons
applied without the other two (Rashi).
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3b! MEI'EIMASAL

The Gemara answers:
1703 — This reason is needed in the case of the ruin of a new
[structure], where there is no concern that the remainder of the
building will collapse.

The Gemara asks yet again why the reason of suspicion is
necessary:
PR nwn mb opimn) — But even in that case, let [the
prohibition] be derived from the third reason given by the
Baraisa — the concern for demons. There is still no necessity for
the Baraisa to add the reason of suspicion! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
mna — The reason of “sﬁspicion” is relevant in a case of two
people who wish to enter the ruin together, where there is no fear
of demons.®

The Gemara asks: _
K% my 1w 1na e — If we are speaking in a case of two men
entering a ruin together, then there is no suspicion either!® -

The Gemara answers:
1¥™Dy mina — There is suspicion in a case of two men of low
moral character. Thus, the Baraisa adds the reason of “suspi-
cion” to teach that two such men may not enter a new ruin
together, for though there is no concern for collapse or demons,
there is still the concenn of arousing suspicion.

The Gemara questions the need for the second of the three
reasons given by the Baraisa:
nYispn 1en — The Baraisa stated that one should not enter aruin
BECAUSE OF the danger OF COLLAPSE.
iy wn oivn Y pimn — But let [the prohlbltlon] be
derived from the concern for suspicion and demons. Why does
the Baraisa add the reason of danger of collapse?

The Gemara answers: :
w51 n3 — This reason is relevant in the case of two men of

hlgh moral character'who wish to enter a ruin together. Since -

they are two, there is no fear that demons will harm them, and
since they are of high moral character they will not be suspected of
immoral behavior in each other’s presence. Nevertheless, they
should not enter an ordinary ruin because of the danger of collapse.
The Gemara questions the need for the third of the reasons
listed in the Baraisa:
"?°!ai 1381 — BECAUSE OF the fear of DEMONS. 38m mvh pism)
nbiem 1wn — But let [the prohibition] be derived from the
concern for suspicion and the danger of collapse. What need is
there for the additional reason of demons?
The Gemara answers:
MW Mnat mr 1213 — The third reason is relevant in the

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

case of a new ruin (i.e. the ruin of a new structure) which two
men of high moral character wish to enter. Since it is new, there
is no fear of collapse, and since they are of high moral character
there is no ground for suspicion. Thus, the only reason not to enter
is because of the danger of demons.

The Gemara questions this:
N9 M1 i 1Ina K — If the case is where two men wish to
enter a ruin together, then there isno concern for demons either,
as we said above! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
11wnn 1nipna — In their place, ie. in places where demons are
known to be found regularly, we are concerned for the possibility
of harm even when two people are together.®

An alternative answer:
KR N3 — And if you prefer, say: 3 nbivb — Actually,
the reason of demons may be needed even in the case of one man,
N9272 1K¥p7 1T 7127921 — and this is where the ruin of a new
[structure] is located in the fields. R YN own ongT —
For in that case there is no concern for suspicion, mwx Xy
Xaw XY 7372 — since a woman is not commonly found alone
in the fields; and there is also no danger of collapse since it is the
ruin of a new structure; X'N '?n DIWn1 — nevertheless,
there is still a concern for demons.

The Gemara cites a Baraisa concerning the evening watches:
1337 11 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 13 nipwn yax
191 — THE NIGHT CONSISTS OF FOUR WATCHES, each three hours
long; 371137 — these are THEWORDS OF REBBL  1niK |01
whY — R’ NASSAN SAYS: THREE watches, each four hours long.

The Gemara explains the basis for R’ Nassan’s opinion:
1177y Rkn — What is R’ Nassan’s reason for saying three
watches? 23m27 — For it is written:®  wax-rxm JivTa Xan,,
IIINNT NYAWRD WRD e YR iAR-WE — So Gideon, and

-the hundred men that were with him, came to the edge of the
camp, at the beginning of the middle watch.

Nin — And a
Baraisa has taught: st o vy Koy myiom i — The

rm “MIDDLE” IS ONLY applicable WHEN THERE IS SOMETHING
BEFORE IT AND AFTER IT. Accordingly, since the verse speaks of a
“middle” watch, there must be one before it and one after it, fora
total of three watches.

The Gemara explains how Rebbi deals with this verse:
131317, 'R1 127 — And according to Rebbi who says there are
four watches, what is the meaning of the word middle used by the
verse? niNowMaw noma  noX — It means one of the two
middle ones.™

NOTES

1. When a wall of a newly constructed building co]lapses, we may assume
that the defect was in the construction of that particular wall and that
the rest of the structure remains sound. Thus, there is no reason to fear
that the remainder of the byilding will collapse (Rashi, as emended and

explained by Hagakos Yavetz; see also Maharatz Chayes; cf. Rashash). N

2. Demons will riot attack two people together, as the Gemara below
(43b) will state. Thus, the only reason for two people not to enter the ruin
of a new building is to avoid the suspicion of impropriety.

3. For the Mishnah in Kiddushin (80b) states that a woman may be alone
with two men [because each of the men will be ashamed to sin in the
presence of the other] (Rashi). Thus, anyone seeing two men entering
aruin together will not suspect them of doing so for improper purposes.

T 4. As the Gemara in Kiddushin (ibid.) states, where men of low moral
character are concerned, even ten men are not trusted to be alone with
a woman.

[Although the Gemara here and in Kbddushm speaks of ™, men of
low moral character, there is a dispute among the Rishonim whether this
category refers only to people who are known to be loose in their morals
whereas ordinary people are included in the opposite category of nws,

men of high moral character, who are trusted (Ritve and Ran to
Kiddushin 8la), or whether only men of outstanding piety are inchided
in the higher classification whereas all otheérs are (by default) classified
as wyiy, of low moral character, who are not trusted to be alone with
a woman even in pairs (Rambam, Isurei Biah 22:8, as explained by
Maggid Mishneh). Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 22:5) follows the’
more stringent view of Rambam, whereas Tur (citing Rosh) and Rama
accept the more lenient view.]

5. Rashi, Tosafos; cf. Ritva, Tos. HaRosh. Above, however, we spoke 9f
a place where demons are not commonly found. In those places, there is
only concern for harm by demons when a person enters alone (Tosafos)-
6. Judges 7:19:

7. {Literally: one which is of the middle of the middle ones. The wording

. here is difficult to account for, since even according to this opinion there -

are only two watches that could be considered “middle.” How then could
either of them be considered more “middle” than the other? Dikdukei
Soferim cites manuscripts that have the reading: niioma pY 10 NOK,
one of the two middle ones, omitting the word i1y1>'m from this line. We
have followed this reading in our translation.]
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3b2 MEI'EIMASAI

The Gemara explains why R’ Nassan rejects Rebbi’s explana-
tion of the verse:
1n2 17 — And R’ Nassan argues nidawRaY M| M Mm -
Is it written in this verse “a middle one of the middle ones,’
ie. one of the middle ones? 2wy o, — No! What is
written is simply, the middle one, which implies the middle one
of three.

The Gemara now presents Rebbi’s source for saying that the
night is divided into four watches:
1377 Ay 1’p — What is Rebbi’s reason for saying that the
mght is divided into four watches? K 137 TBK KT 12T nX
nY 12 ywsm 11 mx — R’ Zerika said in the name of R’ Ami
who said in the name of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi: It is based on
the following: 9mpix MK 231nD — One verse states regarding
King David: 97y 'wown by 9% nivinb opx nbb-nivn,, - At
midnight I will arise to thank You for Your righteous
Judgments.® —pix MK 21N31 — And another verse states
regarding King David:  ~nitnwx wmy mTp,, — My eyes pre-
ceded the watches.® The use of the plural (“watches”) implies
that when he awoke there were still at least two watches remain-
ing in the night. 1y X1 — How is this possible that when he
awoke at midnight, as stated in the first verse, there were still two
watches remaining? %97 17 ninnya vaax — This can only be
if we say that the night consists of four watches. Thus, at
midnight there are still two watches remaining.to

The Gemara explains how R’ Nassan explains these two verses:
ywim 1213 72 729 103 37 ~ And R’ Nassan, who is of the
opinion that the night consists of only three watches, holds like
R’ Yehoshua. 1107 — For we have learned in a Mishnah:
qRIX YYIT 17 — R’ YEHOSHUA SAYS: niwy wbw 1y — The
obligation to read the morning Shema extends UNTIL THE THIRD
HOUR of the day, nivw wbwa minyY ovahn 777 12W — FORITIS
THE WAY OF KINGS TO ARISE AT the beginning of THE THIRD HOUR
of the day. Accordingly, from the time King David arose at
midnight there were  x19757 nw — six hours remaining in the
night (from midnight until dawn), Xpn*1 "nn — and two
hours in the day until other kings would begin arising (from
dawn until the beginning of the third hour). nw wh np
nipwn — These come to a total of eight hours, the length of two
watches. Accordingly, R’ Nassan explains King David’s state-
ment, My eyes preceded the watches, to refer to the fact that he
awoke at midnight, eight hours earlier than other kings.mt

The Gemara offers another approach to explain the two verses
according to R’ Nassan:
"o wix 3 — Rav Ashisaid: %1y ninpyn ma ko nnwn
— One and a half watches are also referred to by people as

CHAPTER ONE
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“watches.” Accordingly, although the night consists of three
watches and at midnight there are only one and a half watcheg
remaining, King David could speak of his eyes preceding the
“watches,” in the plural.

Having cited one teaching from R’ Zerika in the name of R’ Ami

in the name of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi, the Gemara quotes another
teaching from this same source:
N 13 YWY 137 0K MK 27 WS XY 137 W) — And R
Zerika said in the name of R’ Ami who said in the name of R’
Yehoshua ben Levi: i 5y 1327 X725 npa 192 pragis px —
One may not say in the presence of the deceased anything
except matters that pertain to the deceased.

The Gemara qualifies this ruling:

K313 132 K38 127 'K — R’ Abba bar Kahana said: 105 x5
m1in 1272 Kpx — This ruling was said only in regard to Torah
matters, 312 % RuYy1%9m Yax — but in regard to worldly
matters, there is no objection to speaking of matters that do not
relate to the deceased.t®

The Gemara cites an alternative version of R’ Abba bar

Kahana’s statement:
MnKT %31 — And there are those who say that the statement
went as follows: X372 92 X3K 1371 "2§ — R’ Abba bar Kahana
said:  117in 17272 1K1 KoK 11K X5 — This ruling that one
may discuss in the presence of the deceased only matters related
to the deceased was said even with regard to words of Torah,
xpbyT %Hm 12w 591 — and certainly with regard to worldly
matters,(3

The Gemara resumes its discussion based on the verse, At
midnight I [David] will arise to thank You for Your righteous
Judgments:
1y i RIPHT Xaboa 1) — And did David arise at midnight?
WP M Xn7iKR — But another verse states that he was awake
from the early evening,™® amnyy — as it is written:t®
YY) QW2 e, — I arose at “neshef”’ (evening) and I
cried out. — 7 —

Before resolving the contradiction between the verses, the

Gemara explains how we know that neshef means evening:
RIT KDTIK QU3 WRTT 180 — And from where is it derived that
this word neshef means evening? 2m27 — For it is written:i8
rnx1 o 1IwRa O 7y3 Y3, — A neshef, as the daylight
wanes, in the blackness of night and darkness.

The Gemara now resolves the contradiction by reinterpreting
the first verse (At midnight I will arise to thank You):

RITX 137 90K KWWK 37 mx — Rav Oshaya said in the name of
R’ Acha: (1) "y 127 — This is what [the verse] means:!')

NOTES

8. Psalms 119:62.
9. Ibid. v. 148.

10. {If the night is divided into four watches, then the third watch
begins at midnight.]

11. [The Gemara’s association of R’ Nassan with R’ Yehoshua’s view is
problematic, for according to R’ Yehoshua one may recite the morning
Shema until the end of the third hour of the day, since that is when
kings arise. If so, King David arose nine hours before other kings —
more than the time of two watches!

Pnei Yehoshua answers that King David only counted those hours
that he arose before any other king. Since some kings would arise at the
beginning of the third hour, he did not count that hour (see also Shenos
Eliyahuy to the Mishnah mwmwxin 1o 1 iv1 and Divrei David).]

12. There is a prohibition against flaunting one’s ability to perform
mitzvos in the presence of a deceased person who ¢an no longer do so.
This is an example of the type of behavior condemned in the verse: ay>
My g9 R, One who mocks a pauper insults his Maker (Proverbs

17:5). Since everyone is obligated to discuss Torah matters and the
deceased is no longer able to fulfill this obligation, a discussion of this
sort in his presence mocks his helpless condition and should be avoided.
In regard to worldly matters, however, one is under no obligation to join
in the discussion. The enforced silence of the dead person is therefore
not an embarrassment to him and there is no reasoh to refrain from
such discussion in his presence (Rashi).

13. For those in attendance should be devoting themselves to eulogizing
him. Alternatively, since the deceased knows what is said in his
presence until he is buried (see Shabbos 152h), if one were to discuss in
his presence things that do not pertain to him it would cause him
distress (Ritva).

14. Le. from the beginning of the night (Rashi). -

15. Psalms 119:147.

16. Proverbs 7:9.

17. The word 113, David, should be deleted (Maharshal; see there for the
reagon). ' ’
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nwa m9% nivn "y vy kS oYive — Midnight never passed
me by while [ was asleep, for I would always be awake from
before.®

The Gemara offers a different solution of the contradiction:
g 871127 — R’ Zeirasaid: o1 naar
Until midnight [David] would doze like a horse;" xon
MK 12300 13 77'81 — henceforth, he would make himself as
strong as a lion.?”

A third solution of the contradiction:
Tnx Wi 37 — Rav Ashi said: 373 poiv miy 1% nivp 1y
m7in — Until midnight he would be involved with words of
Torah; nimawm nimwa 79wy (89w ~ henceforth, with
singing and praises.?!

The Gemara above asserted that the word neshef means
evening. This definition is now challenged:
RIT XDTIR Q) — And does neshef mean evening? qwy X
X1 X1bY — But neshef means morning, 237 — as it is
written: ~nn MY anya-Ty quame 17 0on,, — David smote
them from the neshef until the evening of the next day.®® Nn
X191 Ty1 7030 1KY — Does this not mean that he smote them
from the morning until the evening? Thus we see that neshef
means morning!

The Gemara answers:
K% — No! The verse means: XN 1) Xn7iKyn — from the
evening (neshef) until the next evening.

The Gemara objects:
wiy — Hso, nwin 7y qwam aingb — [the verse] should
have been written: from the “neshef” until the “neshef,” iR
27757 11 29YR — or: from the evening until the evening. The
fact that the verse says from the “neshef” until the evening
indicates that neshef means morning!

The Gemara answers:
X237 My xpx — Rather, said Rava:®® 13 ww3 »in — There
are two meanings of the word neshef: 1R XfH Qs — It
refers to the time when night departs and day arrives, nwa
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K¥9"5 1y X! — and it also refers to the time when day departs
and night arrives.’®! Thus, the last verse (David smote them from
the “neshef” uniil the evening), which evidently uses neshef to
mean morning, does not contradict the other verse (I arose at
“neshef”’ and I cried out), which uses the same word to mean
evening.®

The verse, At midnight I [David] will arise to thank You,
implies that David knew the exact moment of midnight. The
Gemara questions this:

g K157 K398 y1 M m MM — But did David know when it
was the middle of the night? y1 ma x5 121 nwn xpwy —
Now even Moses, our teacher, did not know when midnight
was, 27T — as it is written:  7ina Ryi ux abhn nvm,,
roryn — Af about midnight I shall go forth into the midst of
Egypt.®  rnixna,, wxp — For what reason did Moses say “at
about midnight,” as opposed to “at midnight”? “axT KR
“NYR,, K12 xwnp b — If you will argue that the Holy
One, Blessed is He, said to [Moses] “at about midnight,”®"
such an argument is untenable, XMy Mmp KPwY KR M — foris
there any doubt before Heaven??

(xnwn M) nixma (nab) Y gt kb — Rather, one must
conclude that [Ged] said to [Moses]: “at midnight,” xn
m¥ns,, K1 wmx — and then [Moses] came and said: “at
about midnight.”® w5 xppon KpYx — Thus, we see that
[Moses] was in doubt as to when it was midnight, y11mg ™
- and David did know!?

The Gemara explains how David knew when it was mid-
night:
mb Mg X3 M7 ~ David had a sign revealing the exact moment
of midnight, X' {ivRW 137 0K KD 13 KUK 37 MWET — as
Rav Acha bar Bizna said in the name of R’ Shimon Chasida:

=1 Sw invan nbynb nbn my 9 — A harp hung over
David’s bed, %Y nixg yuaw ™1 — and when midnight
arrived, 13 nawin nuiny m X3 — the northern wind came
and blew on it, ™Yxn P — and it played by

NOTES

18. The Gemara is answering that David would usually be awake from
the beginning of the night. In this verse, he is stating that even on those
occasions when he slept at night, he would nevertheless arise before
midnight (Rashash). [David was particular to be awake at midnight,
because that is an especially propitious time for Divine favor, as stated
in Yevamos 72a — see also above, 3a note 14].

19. A horse never falls into a deep sleep; rather, it dozes for a short
period and then awakes. Likewise, when David studied Torah at night,
he would doze off for short spells and then resume his studies (Rashi).

[The length of time a horse sleeps in one spell is halachically
significant, because a person who sleeps for this period is affected by an
evil spirit [y m] that requires him to wash his hands upon waking
(see Shabbos 108b-1092). The Gemara in Succah (26b) states that this
length of time is equivalent to “sixty respirations.” Some Poskim claim
that a person respires 1,080 times an hour and thus sixty respirations
equals 3Ys minutes (Shaarei Teshuveh 4:10 in the name of R’
Menachem Azaryah of Fano). Others, however, base themselves on the
length of a horse’s respiration and arrive at a time of slightly more than
half an hour (ibid. in the name of Chida). See Shaarei Teshuvah there
and Beur Halachah for a third opinion.}

20. The verse I arose at evening etc. means that David would be
partially awake from the early evening. The other verse, At midnight I
arise etc., means that at midnight David aroused himself to complete
. wakefulness. .

21. [The verse which states that David arose at midnight does not mean
to imply that he was sleeping until then. Rather, it means that he arose
from his previous activity (studying Torah) and began a new one (giving
praise).] We know that the second half of the night was spent in giving
praise, for the verse states: “At midnight I will arise to thank You”
(Rashi). v

According to this opinion, David did not sleep at all at night (see
Rambam, Hil. Talmud Torah 3:13, who extols the value of Torah study
at night; see also Eruvin 65a). Furthermore, even during the day David
would doze for only short periods, as stated in Succah 26b (Milei
D’Berachos). :

22. I Samuel 30:17. The “next day” is a reference to the day following
the day of their encampment in that place (Rashi).

23. Rashi deletes the name x27, Rave, and substitutes »wx 17, Eav
Ashi.
24. The word nqy3, neshef, literally means jumps [away] (Rashi; cf.
Ritva’s second explanation). Hence, it denotes the period when daylight
departs as well as the period when night departs.

The neshef of the morning is the period between the appearance of
daylight and sunrise. The neshef of the evening is the period between
sunset and the appearance of stars (Beurei HaGra).

25. One cannot answer that the verse I arose before neshef ete. uses
neshef in the sense of morning, because there is nothing remarkable
about David awaking in the morning since that is when most people rise
(Maharsha). ' .

26. Exodus 11:4. Moses told Pharaoh that “at about midnight” (ny12)
God will go out and kill every firstborn.

27: And Moses was simply repeating what God had said to him.

28. The words “at about midnight’” imply ignorance of the exact
moment of midnight. Hence, it could not have been God who said this.
29. Although God said “at midnight,” Moses did not want to use this
expression, lest he be challenged to prove that the plague began exactly

at midnight and he would be unable to do so. Therefore, Moses hedged
and said “at about midnight” (see Rashi and Tosafos).
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itself®” Tpiy nu3 1 — Immediately, upon hearing the harp,
[David] would arise, Wiz Ty NSYY Ty M7ina pov) — and
engross himself in Torah study®®" until the light of dawn rose.
Ay Tmy 1Yy 2 — When the light of dawn rose, 0132
ibyx SRt man — the sages of Israel entered into [King
David’s] presence.®? {5 »pg — They said to him: K
oM PIMy YR quy 9onn — “Our master, the king! Your
nation Israel needs sustenance.” 7% "y — [David] replied
to them: mm m wenm 1nY — “Go and support each
other.”®! {5 ypx — They said to him:  nx Y2y yripn px
1K1 — “A handful of food does not satisfy alion,®¥ =32y
i xbonn — and a pit cannot be filled from its own
earth!”® % 'nx — He answered them: vy wwm 1ab
132 — “Go and stretch forth your hands against the foreign
legions in our land.”®  Sninmxa myyh n — Immediately,
they took counsel with Achithophel, paT1ID: YR -
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consulted the Sanhedrin,
the Urim VeTumim.®"
The Gemara derives from Scripture that these.three —
Achithophel, Sanhedrin, Urim VeTumim — were consulted in the
above order:®8
noir a1 K — Rav Yosef said:  X7p "1 — From what verse is
this derived? =nwmx ypim 12 13 Ssnmr MRy, (Mo
maRh 19ub Ry — Achithophel was followed by Benayahu
the son of Yehoyada and Evyathar; and the commander of the
king’s army was Yoav.® The roles of Achithophel, Benayahu
and Evyathar are identified: yyi* mp 9inmR — Achithophel
was an adviser. "piR X371 191 — And so [Scripture] states
elsewhere: wR-YXWY VWD DOF DR YV WK bonms Ny,
'ovIYR7 1272 — And the counsel of Achithophel that he
advised in those days was as if someone would inquire of the
word of God. "

TMNY OTIRD DoY) — and asked

NOTES

30. Four winds blow every day (see Bava Basre 25a). An eastern wind
blows during the first six hours of the day, a southern wind during the
second six hours of the day, a western wind during the first six hours of
the night, and a northern wind during the second six hours of the night
(Rashi; see Hagahos R’ Yosef Meisels; of. Hagahos HaGra; see also Tos.
HaRosh). The holes of David’s harp faced north, so that when the north
wind blew at midnight it would sound the harp (Rashi). {The side of the
harp that served as the soundboard was placed towards the south, and
the sound holes in the soundboard consequently faced north. When the
north wind blew, it vibrated the strings and channeled the vibrating air
into the sound holes, thus causing notes to resonate (Rashi, as
elucidated by Shiltei HaGiborim ch. 9, cited in Megadim Chadashim ).
The fact that the north wind began to blow on David’s harp at
precisely midnight is attributed by some commentators to a miracle
(Yaaros Devash 1:16, cited by Megadim Chadashim). :
Alternatively, some suggest that the harp became exposed to the
north wind at midnight by means of a time-measuring device, which
was regulated by water or air. The device was set each night in
accordance with the length of the night so that the wind would engage
the harp at exactly midnight (Rev Hai Gaon, quoted by Rashba).
According to this approach, even if the north wind was blowing all
night, it would begin to strike the harp only at midnight. .
From this Gemara we see that one should not rely on oneself to wake
up to serve God at a designated time. One must prepare a device [e.g. an
alarm clock] or instruct someone to wake him (Chadashim Gam
Yeshanim citing Reishis Chochmah [Shaar HaKedushah 7:283).

31. This appears to contradict the Gemara above, which stated that
David would sing God’s praises after midnight. One answer given is
that David would sing his psalms, which are regarded as Torah, at this
time (Chadashim Gam Yeshanim).

[Radak (Psalms 119:62) comments that after David arose at midnight
he composed and recited psalms that thanked God for having given him
the righteous laws of the Torah. This is indicated by the words of that
verse: At midnight I will arise to thank You for Your righteous
judgments.}

'32. That is, the wise men of Israel had a daily appointment with King
David to discuss the nation’s needs. The Gemara now relates a
conversation that took place one morning (Anaf Yosef).

33. [Le. let the wealthy support the poor.]

Alternatively, David meant that the people should work for one
another, and the entire nation would thus be economically self-suffi-
cient (Meromei Sadeh).

34. ynip means a handful, as in Leviticus 2:2. Alternatively, ynip is
cognate to the Aramaic word xynp, locust. Either way, it represents an
amount of sustenance that is far too small to satiate a lion’s appetite
(Rashi, quoted by Hagahos HaBach §2). The sages thus meant to say:
The needs of the poor far outweigh the wealthy people’s capacity to
support them.

35. That is, it is impossible to fill an empty pit with earth by digging
more earth out of it and casting it back (Rashi, according to Eitz Yosef:
see also Rashi to Sanhedrin 16a 11an px1n7). Alternatively, this mears
that one cannot refill a pit even with the very earth that was removed
from it in the first place [for in the course of digging the pit and refilling
it some earth will inevitably be lost] (Rashi, as presented by Tosafos;
see Tosafos for other approaches.)

In this allegory, too, the sages were saying that the wealthy lack the
funds (as a pit lacks earth) to support all the poor.

According to Meromei Sadeh (see note 33), their point was that the
nation’s entire economic resources do not suffice to provide a livelthood
for all of its members. . .
36. During that period, Amalekite legions raided cities in Eretz Yisrael,
looting food supplies and disrupting commeree (as in the time of I
Samuel 30:1-18). King David therefore suggested battling the legions to
rout them from the land and thereby restore the nation’s economic
health (Margaliyos HaYam to Sanhedrin 16a). .

37. They sought Achithophel’s advice on battle strategy. They re-
quested permission from the Sanhedrin to wage war so that the
Sanhedrin would pray for them. They also asked the Urim VeTumim
whether they would succeed (Rashi). ) .

Although the Urim VeTumim informed them that they woul{l
succeed, they still needed the Sanhedrin to pray for them, so that they
would not suffer casualties (Meromei Sadeh ). ‘
38. Ritva. ' o
39. I Chronicles 27:34. According to its plain meaning, the verse‘lists
various functionaries of King David. Achithophel was David’s adviser,
and when Achithophel died he was succeeded by Benayahu and
Evyathar. Yoav was the general of David’s army (see commentaries a@
loc.). The Gemara here interprets the verse homiletically. - :

Tosafos point out that the correct text of the verse is: Ygnwg MUK
AT YT, Achithophel was followed by Yehoyada the son <of
Benayahu etc. They emend the Gemara accordingly. Rashi, however;.
follows the text that is recorded in our editions of the Gemara. (Seg’
Binyan Shlomo to Sanhedrin 16b for a defense of Rashi.)

40. IT Samuel 16:23.
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MEI'EIMASAI

TR N UYRND 13 %3,, — “Benayahu the son of Yehoy-

ada”: This is a reference to the Sanhedrin.

ppin oMK shx Ry, — “And Evyathar”: This is a
reference to the Urim VeTumim.? 9piX K31 131 — And so
[Scripture] states elsewhere:® non-by ypvm-12 wm,
»nboniil (5v1) — And Benayahu the son of Yehoyada was above
the Kereisi and the Peleisi, which means that Benayahu (who
represents the Sanhedrin) took immediate precedence to the
Kereisi and Peleisi (an alternative name for the Urim VeTumim).
That is, the Sanhedrin would be consulted immediately before the
Urim VeTumim."® This proves that our verse (Achithophel was
followed by Benayahu ... and Evyathar etc.), which mentions
Evyathar immediately after Benayahu, refers to Evyathar in this
capacity as bearer of the Urim VeTumim.®

The Gemara interpclates an explanation of the terms Kereisi

and Peleisi:
“apbo M oy K1 ) — And why were [the Urim
VeTumim] called Kereisi and Peleisi 76! nipm370109i0% 103
— They were called Kereisi because they rendered their words
precisely,” o273 maxbomw mbs — and Peleisi because
they were wondrous in their words.

The Gemara now shows that the three sources of instruction

mentioned above (Achithophel — adviser; Benayahu — San-
hedrin; Evyathar — Urim VeTumim ) were consulted before going
into battle:
g 7% Kay-awiil, 72 Xy — And after this Scripture
states: and Yoav was the commander of the king’s army. Only
after these sources were consulted would Yoav serve as “comman-
der of the king’s army”’ and lead his soldiers into battle.

It was mentioned above that David would be woken by a harp
suspended above his bed. The Gemara cites the source:
TR 27T A2 PN 27T 0 A7 1IN XTN 13 PRy 27 % — Rav
Yitzchak bar Adda, and some say it was Rav Yitzchak the son
of Ravldi,said: X43pXn — From which verse do we know this?
N YR i) Sax ey a0 ny,, — [David said:] Awake,
O my soul,® awake, O psalter and harp, I shall awaken the
dawn.®

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 4a!

The Gemara above (3b) assumed that Moses did not know the
exact moment of midnight, and consequently it questioned how
King David could have known it. The Gemara now retracts its
original assumption: I
"nR X7 3 - R Zeira said: .y mig obivh nwn — Moses
really did know the exact moment of midnight, ¥ mp 1M
— and David alsoknewit. mbmgb qun vy 117 — And
since David knew the exact moment of midnight, why did he
need the harp? mnywn »wnxb — He needed it to wake him
from his sleep.l nyna,, amb mb b vy i YT ) -
And since Moses knew the exact moment of midnight, why did
he say “at about midnight”? LYK WY RKRY N20p MWN
M9 — Moses thought that Pharaoh’s astrologers might err in
their calculation of the precise midpoint of the night, 7K
R¥1 RT3 MYn — and say: “Moses is a liar.,”00

Moses’ caution was based on a lesson taught elsewhere:
a1 px7 ~ For the master said:®2  y1ir vy nid v’ mb —
Teach your tongue to say “I donotknow,” mxmngann Xpy
— lest you be caught in a falsehood.!®

The Gemara offers another explanation as to why Moses said
n¥n3, at about midnight (literally: like midnight):
pRWwK a7 — RavAshisaid: 039 w11 vobn xnnis xabea
wp M — [Moses] was standing in the middle of the night
between the thirteenth of Nissan and the morning of the
was saying to Israel at that time: X1 7193 witpa K — The
Holy One, blessed is He, said that Ry v 119150 nivnn b
011¥R 1in3 Kyi R — tomorrow at midnight, like the midnight
of today, I'shall go forth into the midst of Egypt.t

The Gemara records another teaching about David’s rising at
midnight:
MK TN WD MY ... 1Y, — [A psalm] by David: ...
Guard my soul, for a devout manam 1.0 ppyrmanb — Levi
and R’ Yitzchak differ regarding which aspect of his devotion
David refers to here:1 Ry 7113 witpi 195 717 0K 72 MR 0
— One explains that this is what David said before the Holy

NOTES

1. Benayahu was the chief of the Sanhedrin [p7 nva 2x] (Rashi).

2. Evyathar was the Kohen Gadol, who consulted the Urim VeTumim,
during the reign of David. [Evyathar held that position until the war
between David and Absalom, when the Urim VeTumim did not re§pond
to him. At that point, he was replaced by Tzadok (Rashi, citing Seder
Olam).]

The Gemara proceeds to show that the verse refers to Evyathar’s role
in consulting the Urim VeTumim, rather than to his ability to pray for
the generation (see Meromei Sadeh).

3.1 Chronicles 18:17.

4. First they would seek permission {from the Sanhedrin] and then they
would ask [the Urim VeTumim] whether they would succeed (Rashi).
5. Based on Rashi to Sanhedrin 16b anmaxi .
6. This explanation follows Rashi. According to Tosafos, it is the
Sanhedrin that is referred to as Kereisi and Peleisi; see there for a
different explanation of this passage of Gemara.
7. Literally: they cut their words.

Their words were precise and complete. They said no more and no less
than necessary (Rashi).
8. [Literally: “Awake my honor,” which can be interpreted to mean:
Being awake is my honor.] David exhorts himself not to derive honor
through sleeping many hours, as is the way of other kings, but to derive
honor through being awake (Rashi).
9. Psalms 57:9. In contrast to other kings who were awakened by the
dawn, David would “awaken the dawn, ' i.e. he arose before dawn (Rashi).
10. This statement of R’ Zeira’s is consistent with his statement above
(3b) that until midnight King David would doze like a horse and at

midnight he would invigorate himself with the strength of a lion.
Accordingly, the harp was needed to arouse him from his slumber.
However, according to the view (ibid.) that King David would be involved
until midnight with words of Torah, and henceforth with singing and
praises, there was no need for the harp to wake him (Ritva).

11. Moses feared that although he knew the exact moment of midnight,
Pharaoh’s astrologers might err in their calculations. Therefore, if he
were to say that the plague would begin exactly at midnight, and the
moment of their erroneous calculation would pass without the plague
having started, they would claim that Moses had spoken falsely. To avoid
this, Moses said ‘““at about midnight” (Rashi).

12. In Tractate Derech Eretz [Zuta ch. 3] (Rashi).

13. It is better to profess ignorance than to give information that might
be considered false and lead to a loss of one’s credibility (see Rashi).

14. Moses said this to the people at midnight (of the night between the
thirteenth and fourteenth). He therefore mentioned that the plague was
due to begin at that very time of day (see Maharsha to 3b xnHx 1),

According to this explanation, the word n¥na is translated not as at
about midnight, but as like this midnight.

15. Psalms 86:1,2.

16. Both Levi and R’ Yitzchak agree that David cannot be referring to his
general piety, for it is not the way of the pious to indulge in self-
glorification. Rather, they understand David’s remark as follows:
‘When Israel demanded of the prophet Samuel that he appoint a king over
them, some of the people were motivated by a desire to be “like all the
nations” (I Samuel 8:5). Samuel admonished them, saying “If you act
wickedly, both you and your king will perish” (ibid. 12:25). Seeking
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MEFPEIMASAI

One, Blessed is He: nbiy bvj 13137 — Master of the Universe,
1N 1on RS — am Inot devout? Ty onawh 29ym mm nbn baw
niyw whw — For all the other kings of the East and West!”
sleep until three hours into the day, mpx nP5-nivn,, uw
95 nimin’ — but as for me, “at midnight I arise to give thanks
to You.”8

77X} — And the other one explains the verse as follows: 872
K1 2 witpn 1eb y1 — This is what David said before the
Holy One, Blessed is He: oYy 5w ian — Master of the
Universe, X 105 X5 — am I not devout? nym m5n bov
o7ia53 NITAK MK oYt 3799 — For all the other kings of
the East and West sit among their company™ in their glory,
xHW3 oY1 072 Nisbaby v K —~ but as for me, my hands
are soiled with blood,”! embryos,?8 and afterbirths?? which I
examine abya% WK 1wY *13 — inorder to permit?® a woman
toherhusband. nwarna RHRI IR MY AR M b3 KX iy &5
131 — And not only that, but I consult Mephiboshes my teacher
about everything I do,2¢ i51pix) — and Iaskhim: nyawn
11 — “Mephiboshes, my teacher,®® 3119 — did I judge
correctly?® mray mor angn 1! — Did I declare ‘liable’
correctly? Did I declare ‘exempt’ correctly?®” 51 naav g
mrpw — Did Ideclare ‘tahor’ correctly? Did I declare ‘tamei’
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correctly?” nwia X% — And I was not embarrassed to do so.

The Gemara cites the Scriptural source:
TR 377 3 Wi 131 1R — R’ Yehoshua the son of Rav Idi
said: x7p w» — From which verse do we know this?
swiaR &9 onabn T oy 1Ry, — I will speak of Your
testimonies before kings (i.e. Mephiboshes)® and not be
ashamed. 2 '

The Gemara quotes a related Baraisa:
xin — It was taught in a Baraisa:  inw nwa'sn XS — BISNAME
WASNOTMEPHIBOSHES; W N3 wik XN — RATHER, HIS NAME
WASISHBOSHES.®  nuwhmn inw X721 b — AND WHY WAS HE
CALLED MEPHIBOSHES? 12572 17 "D Wan MW — BECAUSE
HE WOULD EMBARRASS (mevayeish) DAVID IN matters of LAW.BU
axba i RYN 171131 72100 — THEREFORE, i.e. since he humbled
himself before Mephiboshes, DAVID MERITED THAT KILAV DE-
SCENDED FROM HIM.

The Gemara describes the greatness of Kilav:
13717 27 798 — And R’ Yochanan said:  inw axba xb — His
name was not Kilav; w Sx27 Xbx — rather, his name was
Danjel.tk2  ax53 iny x1p3 My — And why was he called
Kilav? ma%ma nwawon wo mbon minw — Because he embar-
rassed Mephiboshes in matters of law.5 by mx whHn

NOTES

to avoid any association with this iniquity, David deliberately belied the
people’s assumption that through having a king they would resemble
the other nations. To this end, David served with piety and devotion [in
contrast to the gentile kings, who pursued glory and comfort]. In our
verse David prays that he will be spared in the merit of this devotion:
“Guard my soul, for a devout man am 1.” Levi and R’ Yitzchak disagree
as to which particular behavior most clearly underscored the uniquely
pious nature of David’s monarchy (Prei Yehoshua’s second explana-
tion). [For other approaches, see Anaf Yosef, Ben Yehoyada et al.]

17. In several places in the Talmud, the term “east and west” is used to
denote the entire civilized world. There are human communities around
the globe to the east and west, but not in the extreme north or extreme
south, where the weather is too harsh (Maharsha).

18. Psalms 119:62. See above, 3b.
19. Literally: groups [and] groups.
20. Women would show David samples of blood that had issued from

them so that he could determine whether it rendered them tamei. For
not all types of blood effect this result [see Niddah 19a] (Rashi).

21. This is the skin in which the bones, sinews, and flesh of the fetus
develop (Rashi).

Normally, a woman who gives birth or miscarries is tamei and then
tahor for certain periods of time, as set forth in Leviticus 12:1-8. These
laws do not apply, however, to one who aborted an undeveloped embryo,
whose limbs cannot be discerned (see Niddak 24b). King David would
examine aborted embryos to determine their status.

22. [An afterbirth consists of a placenta together with the amniotic sac
(the fluid-filled sac in which the embryo grows). Ordinarily, this sac is
ruptured by the fetus in the course of birth, after which the remainder
is expelled, together with the placenta, as afterbirth.] If a woman expels
an afterbirth without any trace of a fetus, this suffices to render her
tamei because of the rule that 1%) XYa 9w px, there is no afterbirth
without o fetus (Niddah 26a). Although at present there is no fetus, we
assume that there was one originally but it wasted away and dissolved,
and its liquefied remains mixed with the blood of the birth. Therefore,
the woman is tamei due to childbirth.

The Gemara (ibid.) teaches that for the expelled tissue to be judged an
afterbirth its length must be at least a tefach; the end that emerges first
must be at least as thick as a woof thread (which is thicker than a warp
thread), and the other end must be at least as thick as a lupine. [These
parts correspond to the umbilical cord and placenta respectively (Bibli-
cal and Talmudic Medicine by Dr. J. Preuss, p. 398).] Women would
bring expelled tissue to King David for him to determine whether it
possessed these characteristics (Rashi ).

23. Literally: to purify.
24. Do not think that I involve myself with these things for my own

honor, so that people will call me “rabbi.” Before I issue a ruling I
consult Mephiboshes, although it is possible that he might put me to
shame in front of everyone (Eitz Yosef).

25. Although one may not call his teacher by his name (Sanhedrin 100a),
David was able to do so because, as stated in the Gemara below,
Mephiboshes was not the real name of his teacher (Parashas Derachim;
of. Tzlach).

26. After reaching a conclusion on his own, David would ask Mephi-
boshes whether it was correct before he actually pronounced judgment
(Einayim LaMishpat; cf. Ben Yehoyada.) ’

27. The terms a7m, liable, and "X31, exempt, are used in both monetary
and capital cases (Rashi).

28. Kings can be interpreted as a reference to David’s teacher [Mephi-
boshes}, because we find in Gittin (62a) that teachers are called kings. In
addition, Mephiboshes descended from a king {see note 30] (Maharsha).

29. Psalms 119:46.

80. Tosafos to Yevamos T9a (nwia'om "nnx 71) say that the Gemara
refers to Mephiboshes the son of Saul, who was also called Yyawx, Esh-
baal (see I Chronicles 8:33, 9:39). Accordingly, the text of our Gemara
must be amended to read mw Yyawx, rather, his name was Eshbaal.

Others, however, maintain that the reference is to Mephiboshes the
son of Jonathan (the son of Saul), who was alternatively called Sya 2w,
Meriv Baal (see ibid. 8:34, 9:40). In their opinion, the Gemara should
read mw Sy 2™ XX, rather, his name was Meriv Baal (Ritva; see also
Maharsha).

31. The name nY2oy is a combination of the words *on, from mouth, and
nwia, embarrassment. The words that issued from his mouth were a
source of embarrassment to David, for when David would err, Mephi-
boshes could tell him so (Rashi).

Eitz Yosef (based on Kli Yakar) explains Rashi differently: In fact,
David always ruled correctly. Mephiboshes, however, sometimes cited
arguments against David’s decisions which David could not dispel. If
Mephiboshes’ position was more stringent than his, David would
humbly submit to Mephiboshes, to avoid any possibility of a halachic
violation.

32. One verse that lists the children of David states: And his second was
Kilav, by Avigail [II Samuel 3:3]. Another verse states: the second was
Daniel, by Avigail [I Chronicles 3:11 (Rashi).

33. The name 3x%3 is a combination of the words Y3 (which is related to
oYon, he embarrassed) and ax, father. It signifies that he embarrassed
Mephiboshes, who was the father (i.e. leader) in halachic rulings (Rashi;
cf. Maharsha).

According to the explanation given by Eifz Yosef (see note 31), Kilav
would conclusively refute the very arguments Mephiboshes had used
against David, thereby proving that David’s decisions were correct.
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MEI'EIMASAI

inpas — And Solomon, in his wisdom, said about [Kilav]:
mN-na 12 Moty 125 oog-ox 13, — My son, if your heart is wise,
my heart shall rejoice too.®  1pixy — And it alsosays: a7,

my heart, and I will respond to the one who disgraces me.s%

In reference to a verse quoted above, Guard my soul, for a devout

man am I, the Gemara asks:
TR MYR? Mp ™M M7 — But would David call himself
“devout”? 2mym — Why, it is written:3® nmxg 8215,,
»onR YIRa a3 nixay — Had I not (lulei) believed that 1
would see the goodness of Hashem in the land of life. xym
Wi 1377 AMYn — And a Tanna taught in the name of R’ Yose:
»xo95,, by mpy 7% — WHY ARE THERE DOTS OVER the word
LULEIZST  R¥T 9373 Wi 10Y 117 1K — DAVID SAID BEFORE
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED ISHE: 0%y bW 1212 — MASTER OF THE
UNIVERSE, ‘Tny? mpriyb 2iv 1ot obwn naxy 13 ux noam
Ni:l'? — IHAVE TRUST IN YOU THAT YOU WILL GIVE JUST REWARD TO
THE RIGHTEOUS IN THE FUTURE WORLD; '% W? O y17 i b3y
1xY ox nipyva pS1 — HOWEVER, 1DO NOT ENOW WHETHER OR NOT
HAVE A PORTION AMONG THEM. Thus, we see that David enter-
tained some self-doubt. So how could he refer to himself as
“devout™?

The Gemara answers that David knew that he was devout, but
he was not sure whether he would be rewarded for his devotion:
Xvma oyt Rpy — He was afraid LEST A SIN CAUSE him to lose the
reward he had earned.i®

The Gemara derives from Scripture that sin can cause a loss of

reward: »
YTI% 13 3py? 3712 — This accords with [the teaching] of R’
YaakovbarIdi, w4 1x1323py11377 — for R’ Yaakov bar Idi
pointed out a contradiction: 2'n3 — On the one hand it is
written that God promised Jacob: ~ Ya3 npws Moy wax mm,,
'mbn=wR — Behold, I am with you and will guard you
wherever you go.'™ 2m» — But on the other hand it is
written: /TR apY KM, — Jacob became very frightened. )
Jacob was frightened despite God’s promise to protect him, =
NI 0192 Kpw — because he said: I am afraid lest a sin cause
me to lose this protection.

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS 4a3

The Gemara cites a second source for this concept:

XunT? — It also accords with what has been taught in a
Baraisa: nup %Ry "ayrIy 0 oapy ayry,, ~ [Scripture
states:]4! UNTIL YOUR PEOPLE PASSES, HASHEM; UNTIL THIS PEO-
PLE YOU HAVE ACQUIRED PASSES. This double expression is
interpreted as follows: /77 7Jpy Tayriy,, — “UNTIL YOUR
PEOPLE PASSES, HASHEM: NHWKRM IXQ2 N — THISISa reference
to THE FIRST ENTERING of the Jewish people into Eretz Yisroel,
under the leadership of Joshua. nmp n-oy "ayr-1y,, — “UNTIL
THIS PEOPLE YOU HAVE ACQUIRED PASSES”: W R T — THIS
IS a reference to THE SECOND ENTERING, under the leadership of
Ezra#2 mwman 1mK j83n — FROM HERE, i.e. the fact that both
enterings are alluded fo in the same verse, THE SAGES SAID that
they share the following characteristic: niwyd b9 v onxY
X1y "2 vl onb — THE JEWISH PEOPLE DESERVED THAT A
MIRACLE BE PERFORMED FOR THEM IN THE DAYS OF EZRA 77713
T 13 YWET w3 oY mipyaw — just AS it was IN THE DAYS OF
JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN.  Rpimi1 073 XPX — HOWEVER, that
did not happen BECAUSE SIN CAUSED them to lose this reward.4

The Gemara quotes the opinion of the Sages in our Mishnah and
proceeds to analyze it:

Ni¥I Y OMNIK DM — BUT THE SAGES SAY: The evening Shema
may be recited UNTIL MIDNIGHT.

The Mishnah recorded three opinions concerning the latest time
that the evening Shema may be recited. We learned above that
the basis of the dispute is whether the term used by the Torah to
define the time of the evening Shema — 523w3, when you lie down
— refers to the time when people go to sleep (which is limited to the
first four hours of the night, as R’ Eliezer maintains), or whether
it refers to the entire time that people sleep (which would extend
the time to the entire night, as Rabban Gamliel rules). The
Gemara now seeks to understand how the Sages explain this word
and arrive at a midnight limit for reciting the Shema:

117 X710 |Xp3 oman — Like whom do the Sages hold with
regard to explaining the Scriptural term Ja5w3, when you lie
down? 1% X730 T1y9N 1212 % — If they hold like R’ Eliezer,
who understards it to refer to the time when people go to sleep,
MMy1ox 1393 1y — let them say like R’ Eliezer — that one may
recite the evening Shema only until the end of the first watch. e

NOTES

34. Proverbs 23:15. Solomon wrote these words as though David had
spoken them, Thus, David is saying that if his son, Kilav, is wise enough
to defeat Mephiboshes, that would bring him joy (Maharsha).

35. Ibid. 27:11. Relying on the wisdom of Kilav, David could now respond
to Mephiboshes, who had embarrassed him in the past (Maharsha).

36. Psalms 27:13.

37. According to the plain meaning of the verse David is saying that had
he not believed that he would be rewarded in the World to Come, his ene-
mies would have succeeded in driving him away from the service of God.
However, there are dots over the first word (x%15) which serve to limit
the verse’s literal meaning. Thus, although the verse states that David
believed he would be rewarded, in fact he was not certain of this (Rashi ).

Maharsha explains that dots appear over the letters x5 in the word
x5, This suggests that the verse may alternatively be read "nanxi x5,
I did not believe, which alludes to David’s self-doubt.

38. Even if someone has been promised a certain benefit by God, or has
earned it through his deeds, he could lose the reward should he subse-
quently sin.

The commentators point out that this is apparently contradicted by
the Gemara below (7a): “Every single statement uttered by the Holy
One, Blessed is He, in [a person’s ] favor, even if based on a condition,
He does not rescind.” Rambam resolves this difficulty by asserting that
the Gemara below refers only to promises that God instructed a prophet
to convey to the people (Rambam’s Introduction to the Mishnah X2
K231 Paya awi ponim; cf. Lechem Mishneh to Hil. Yesodei HaTorah 10:4;
Maharsha here).

39. Genesis 28:15.

40.Ibid. 32:8. When Jacob was told that Esau was marching toward him
with an army of four hundred men, he became frightened.

41. Exodus 15:16. This verse is from the Shirah — the song that the
people sang upon being saved from the Egyptian army at the Red Sea.

42. At the end of the Babylonian exile.

43. The waters of the Jordan split, the walls of Jericho fell and several
other miracles were performed for the Jewish people when they entered
Eretz Yisrael under Joshua. In the second entering, too, they should
have gone up from exile in a miraculous fashion, defying the will and
might of their rulers (Rashi to Sanhedrin 98b o1 o> mwyb ).

[They earned these rewards when they demonstrated their faith in
God by following Him into the desert and crossing the Red Sea.]

44. The Jews were unable to return to Eretz Yisrael from Babylonia until
they received permission from Cyrus. Indeed, throughout the reign of
Cyrus and the Persian kings who succeeded him (Achashveirosh and
Darius IT), the Jews were subservient to Persia (Rashi). God decreed it
thus because of the sins they had committed during the First Temple era
(Rashi to Sotah 36a nwy"% ).

45. See above, 3a note 2 and 2a notes 7 and 8.

46. For by that time, anyone who is planning to go to sleep {for the night]
has already done so (Rashi). [Thus, it seems unlikely that the Sages
would argue that people are still going to sleep until midnight (cf. Rashi
below, 9a nby *xb 1237 77, see Tzlach here and above 8a to Rashi i1
KK}
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40 MLI EIMADAL
1% x7ap SxePna 1272 Xy — And if they hold like Rabban
Gamliel that the word 323w32 means as long as people are
sleeping, thus including the entire night, Yx*“ma 1372 1Y ~
let them say like Rabban Gamliel that one may recite the
evening Shema until dawn. — ? —
The Gemara answers:

15 K70 XYy 1379 oYy — Really, [the Sages] hold like
Rabban Gamliel, that the word refers to the period when people
are sleeping, namely, the entire night; nixm Ty RN XTI RN —
and this that they said that the Shema may be recited only until
midnight 77297 1 oIy nK prrab *12 — is for the purpose
of distancing a person from sin. KunT3 — As was taught in
the following Baraisa: ni3*1277 3D 1wy om3n — THE SAGES
MADE A FENCE (i.e. a safeguard) FOR THEIR WORDS, Kby v13
TMiRY 27Y3 77T M KD OTX KT ~ IN ORDER THAT A PERSON
SHOULD NOT RETURN FROM THE FIELD IN THE EVENING AND SAY:
mab 99K — I WILL first GO TO MY HOUSE ~ nRwx) Kyn'yp Saix
Ky JWK1 Ryny) — AND EAT A LITTLE, DRINK A LITTLE AND
SLEEP A LITTLE, 5%5nx1 yn@ nxmp XpX 72 0K — AND
AFTERWARDS I WILL RECITE THE SHEMA AND PRAY the Shemoneh
Esrei; 091 %3 nwt xynn mpw insvim — A DEEP SLEEP WILL

CHAFIEK UNLE

BLEKACHUY

THEN TAKE HOLD OF HIM, AND THE RESULT WILL BE THAT HE WILL
SLEEP through THE ENTIRE NIGHT without reciting the Shema.
27y2 TWT T K3 DX Y2X — RATHER, when A PERSON COMES
FROM THE FIELD IN THE EVENING nop)an nw% o3 — HE
SHOULD go directly and ENTER THE SYNAGOGUE, ninpb buq ox
X7ip — where IF HE IS ACCUSTOMED TO READ SCRIPTURE HE
SHOULD READ SCRIPTURE, mivy ninwh b7 oxy — AND IF HE ¥s
ACCUSTOMED TO STUDY MISHNAH, HE SHOULD STUDY MISHNAH;!
558n91 YRY NKXMYP K11P1 — AND HE then RECITES THE SHEMA AND
PRAYS the Shemoneh Esrei, 397391 ind b2i%) — AND EATS HIs
BREAD AND RECITES THE BLESSING after it. 137 %y 13iva b
1AM 217 DM ~ AND WHOEVER TRANSGRESSES THE WORDS OF
THE SAGES IS LIABLE TO DEATH.®!
The Gemara asks:
oM ann unp K57 Ko b3 X wkp — Why is it that in all
other places it does not state that one is liable to death for
violating a Rabbinic injunction, fnm 297 MRRT K3 XY XM
~ whereas here, with regard to reciting the Shema after
midnight, it states that one is liable to death?™
The Gemara offers two possible answers:
T OJIR KDWY DWW Ry nwwar — If you prefer, say that an

NOTES

1. [The exact meaning of this statement is the subject of a dispute among
the Rishonim, which will be explained in note 3.]

2. A person who goes straight from the field to the synagogue will
generally arrive there before nightfall and thus before it is time to pray
Maariv. He should not sit idly during this time, but rather spend the time
studying Torah at whatever level he is capable of studying (see Rabbeinu
Yonah to 2a vmmx omom i#7 (folio 1a) and Magen Avraham 232:8).
Moreover, the Rabbis sought to encourage the study of Torah during the
twilight period in particular because it is proper to connect the day to the
night through Torah study (Binyan Yehoshua to Avos DeRabbi Nassan
2:8, based on Shelah cited by Magen Avraham 1:1).

3. Le. he deserves to die for having breached a Rabbinic injunction, as the
verse says (Ecclesiastes 10:8): wii) 20w W11 Y791 and he who breaches a
fence [i.e. the fence erected by the Rabbis (Rashi ibid. from Avodah Zarah
27b)} will be bitten by a snake (Rabbeinu Yonah; see also Shabbos 110a).
There is a difference of opinion among the Rishonim as to what exactly
the Baraisa requires. Rif (as explained by Rashba) understands the
Baraisa to be requiring a person to say the Shema and pray Maariv as
soon as it is time to do so (i.e. as soon as the stars come out). One may
not put off these obligations until later even if he is not going to eat or
sleep, for the Rabbis were concerned that a delay in performing these
mitzvos might lead to the failure to perform them. This safeguard is
accepted even by Rabban Gamliel. The dispute between him and the
Sages concerning how late the Shema may be said is only in regard to one
who failed to say the Shema at its proper time — when the stars come
out. It follows from this that, according to Rif, there is no direct proof
from this Baraisa that the midnight deadline of the Sages is a Rabbinic
enactment instituted to safeguard the Biblical law — for even Rabban
Gamliel accepts the ruling of this Baraisa! Rather, the Gemara cites this
Baraisa merely as a precedent, to demonstrate that the Rabbis were
indeed concerned that a delay in saying the Shema might result in forget-
ting to do so entirely, and that they therefore instituted safeguards to pre-
vent this from happening. By the same token, we may say that the mid-
night deadline required by the Sages is also a Rabbinic safeguard enacted
for this reason (Rashba to 9a Yx*9n1 121 "111 171 in explanation of Rif).
Rabbeinu Yonah also explains the Baraisa to be requiring a person to
pray and say Shema as soon as it is time to do so (see his commentary to
2a ok nmam 1), However, he understands this requirement itsef to
be for the purpose of safeguarding the Rabbinical midnight deadline (see
his comments to our Gemara). [Thus, when the Baraisa states, “The
Sages made a fence for their words,” it means that the Sages required
a person to say the Shema and pray Maariv at the earliest possible time in
order that he not delay and miss their midnight deadline. Nevertheless,
Rabbeinu Yonah also assumes that the law of this Baraisa is true accord-
ing to Rabban Gamliel because Rabbeiny Yonah holds that even Rabban
Gamliel accepts the midnight deadline to a degree (see 2a note 11).]
Rashba himself (ibid.; see also Beis Yosef, Orach Chaim 235), followed
by Rosh (§9), explain the Baraisa differently. In their view, the Baraisa

is teaching that once the time has arrived, it is forbidden to eat or sleep
before saying the Shema and praying Maariv. [According to them, there
is no requirement to perform these mitzvos at the earliest possible time.
One may put them off for later in the night, if he wishes, as long as he
does not eat or sleep (see Beis Yosef 235, who ascribes this view to Tosafos
here as well).] In their view, this rule is accepted even by Rabban Gamliel
who rejects the midnight deadline, because eating and napping are very
likely to cause a person to fall asleep for the night. Accordingly, when the
Gemara cites this Baraisa to support ifs explanation of the midnight
deadline of the Sages, it does so merely by way of example, to show that
safeguards were considered necessary for the evening Shema; it is not,
however, a direct proof (as we explained above according to Rif). [Ac-
cording to this explanation, it is not clear what the Baraisa means when
it says, “The Sages made a fence for their words’ — the fence (not to eat
or nap) is not safeguarding any Rabbinic decree — it is safeguarding the
Biblical law of Shema! Perhaps the Baraisa means that the Sages made
a safeguard because of their view that the Shema may, Biblically speak-
ing, be said all night. For it is the very length of the time available for
performing this mitzvah that might lead a person to put it off and then
miss it entirely. (See Niddah 3b and 4b, where an almost identical
expression is used in this sense.)]

Divrei David notes that Rashi (above, 2a), who defends the custom of
praying Maariv and saying Shema before nightfall on the grounds that
one fulfills his Biblical obligation with the Shema said in bed before going
to sleep (see 2a note 5), clearly does not hold like either of these
interpretations (since he does not require the Shema to be repeated
immediately after nightfall, as Rif would, nor does he forbid eating
supper before repeating the Shema, as would be the law according to
Rashba and Rosh ). Accordingly, he suggests that Rashi understood this
Baraisa to be simply explaining the reason why the Sages instituted the
midnight deadline — because if they had not instituted such a deadline,
a person would go home, eat and fall asleep. The Baraisa explaining the
view of the Sages is thus itself a direct proof to the Gemara’s statement
that the midnight deadline was enacted as a safeguard. Kesef Mishneh
(Hil. Krias Shema 1:9 in explanation of Rambam ) explains the Gemara
this way as well, though he nonetheless concludes, based on the Baraisa,
that it is proper for a person to refrain from eating until he has said the
Shema. See also Ritva, who holds a similar view.

As for the practical halachah, Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 235:3, as
explained by Mishnah Berurah) rules that though it is preferable for one
to recite the Shema as soon as the stars come out, one is permitted to
delay saying the Shema until midnight,. It is, however, forbidden for one
to eat before reciting the Shema (Mishnah Berurah §27).

4. Literally: What is different about all other places ... and what is
different about here ... [Although the Mishnah and Baraisos teach
many Rabbinic injunctions, they do not as a rule conclude with tl_le
statement that one is liable to death for violating the injunction. Why in
this matter in particular did the Sages feel it necessary to say this?]
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4b? MEI'EIMASAI
extra warning is required here because there is the coercion
of sleep to overcome, since a person is tired at night and the urge
to sleep will sometimes overpower him. The Rabbis therefore
had to be more forceful in warning a person to observe their
injunction. '
The second answer:

xpx myay — Or if you prefer, say that a7 xon wpinxb
nwn M3y nbon — this statement was made here to exclude
the opinion of the one who says that the evening prayer is
elective®  n3imy 1% yowp Xp — [The Baraisa] therefore
informs us that it is compulsory by stating that one who violates
this regulation is liable to death.™

The Gemara quotes from the Baraisa cited above:
an K — The master said in the Baraisa: ynw nx»p x5p
Ybanim — HE RECITES THE evening SHEMA AND then HE PRAYS the
Shemoneh Esrei Prayer.

This Baraisa implies that the evening Shema is recited before

the evening Prayer. The Gemara records a dispute between
Amoraim regarding this point:
171 1305 Y ywop — [The Baraisa] supports the view of R’
Yochanan. 1% 37 %7 — For R’ Yochanan said: 121K
K271 07wy — Who is worthy of the World to Come? qnion
nay by nbonb nbky — One who joins the blessing of
redemption (which is recited after the Shema)® to the evening
Prayer.” R’ Yochanan evidently holds that one recites the
evening Shema before the Prayer, as indicated by our Baraisa.

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

A dissenting opinion:
TRiIX MY 13 ywim 131 — R’ Yehoshua ben Levi, however, says:
DupnR yynxa m‘mn — [The Sages} established that all the
Prayers of the day be recited in between the morning Shema and
the evening Shema. According to this view, one says the evening
Shema after the evening Prayer.to

The Gemara analyzes the dispute between R’ Yochanan and R’
Yehoshua ben Levi:
10 X w3 — In what do they dlsagree, i.e. what is the basis
of their dispute? X7p R w3 W — If you prefer, say that
they disagree over the interpretation of a verse;  NpwK nvwa
X130 — or, if you prefer, say that their disagreement is based on
a rational argument.

The Gemara explains:
X120 KR nw3 % — If you prefer, say that their disagreement
is based on a rational argument, as follows: 12p jant vy
71 M2 Xnyxn i3 — For R’ Yochanan holds that some degree
of the redemptlon from Egypt also occurred in the evening,
KDY Ty KoK X &S xpnbyn nhiNy Xbx — but the real (e,
complete) redemption did not occur until the morning;w
720 1% 12 ywim 127 — whereas R’ Yehoshua ben Levi holds
that N9pyn Xox xnn &1 — since the complete redemption
did not occur until the morning, xnvHyn nhxy xn &Y
— that which transpired in the evening is not considered a
real redemption that would warrant joining to the evening
Prayer.

NOTES

5. Rashi. {[From Rashi’s explanation it seems that the penalty stated by
the Baraisa applies to all Rabbinic injunctions. The Gemara is merely

explaining the reason that the Rabbis verbalized this penalty in the case

of the evening Shema more than with any other Rabbinic injunction.
Indeed, the Gemara in Eruvin 21b applies this penalty to other Rabbinic
regulations as well.]

6. See below, 27b note 18

7. [According to this answer, the statement does not refer to the
midnight deadline for Shema or any of its safeguards (see note 3) but
rather to the Baraisa’s statement that one must pray Maariv at night
(Emes LeYaakov).]

8. The Rabbis ordained that certain blessings be recited before and after
the Shema (see Mishnah below, 11a). The blessing that immediately
follows the Shema praises God for redeeming us from Egypt, and ends
with the words Sx7t Yx3, Who redeemed Israel. It is consequently
known as the blessing of n7ix3, geuloh (redemption).

9. The import of joining the redemption blessing to the Prayer is twofold:
(a) The Shema and its blessings must be recited before the Shemoneh
Esrei, rather than after it. (b) One should make no interruption between
the end of the redemption blessing and the Shemoneh Esrei.

R’ Yochanan teaches here that one must join the redemption blessing
to the Shemoneh Esrei even during the Maariv (evening) service. There
is no question that this requirement applies in the morning, since the
main redemption from Egypt occurred in the daytime as it is stated

day after the pesach offenng the Chtldren of Israel went forth wzth an
upraised hand beforé the eyes of Egypt (Rashi).

David, in the book of Psalms, alludes to this joining of redemption to
prayer. Psalm 19 concludes with the words &% *wy 1, Hashem, my
Rock and my Redeemer, and the next psalm begins: i1y nix3 1173y, May
Hashem answer you on the day of distress (Rashi; see Taz Orach Chaim
111:1 for elaboration).

Rashi cites the Yerushalmt (Berachos 1:1) which explains the
relationship between redemption and prayer: To whom can we compare
a person who recites the blessing of redemption but then fails to
immediately follow it with the Prayer? He can be compared to the king’s
favorite who knocked on the door of the royal chambers but did not wait
for the king to answer. When the king came to answer the knocking, the
favorite had already turned his back and departed. What did the king do?
He also turned away and departed! Therefore, the proper procedure is
that a person should first draw God near to himself, as it were, by

reciting His praises and blessing Him for the redemption from Egypt.
Then, while God is still at hand, he should make his personal requests
through prayer.

Rabbeinu Yonah gives two explanations of why a person who joins the
blessing of redemption to the Prayer is worthy of the World to Come:

(a) God took us out of Egypt so that we would serve Him, as Scripture
states: 0 yn Y0 DNIN NRYIT-WYK 0 Y12y, they are My servants, whom
I have taken out of the land of Egypt (Leviticus 25:55). Our main service
to God is prayer, as indicated by the Gemara in Bava Kamma (92b),
which interprets the verse oy 11 nx vnTay: You shall serve Hashem
Your God (Exodus 23:25), as referring to prayer. Thus, one who engages
in prayer immediately after mentioning the redemption shows his
recognition of the fact that the purpose of the redemption — and by
extension, all the kindnesses that God bestows on us — is to enable us
to serve God. A person who has internalized this lesson is certainly
worthy of the World to Come.

(b) When the Jews were slaves in Egypt, God answered their prayers
because they placed their trust in Him. Hence, one who mentions the
redemption immediately before praying demonstrates that he too trusts
that God will answer him, just as God answered our ancestors in Egypt
on account of their trust. Surely a person who lives with such intense
trust in God will merit a portion in the World to Come (Rabbeinu Yonah
folio 2b 1K 7).

Some authorities rule that on the Sabbath there is no requirement to
join the redemption blessing to the Prayer, because the verse from which
this requirement is derived refers to a Ty ut, day of distress, and the
Sabbath is not a day of distress (Hagahos Ashri in the name of Or Zarua,
cited by Rama, Orach Chaim 111:1; cf. Beis Yosef: see also Shaagas Aryeh
§16 and Beur Halachah ibid.).

Kehillos Yaakov (§2) and Emes LeYaakov (pp. 14-17) discuss whether
joining the redemption blessing to the Prayer is an enhancement of the
blessing or an enhancement of the Prayer.

10. The Gemara below gives reasons for this opinion. [R’ Yehoshua ben
Levi maintains that at night there is no requirement to join the blessing
of redemption to the evening Prayer. In his view, this requirement
applies only in the morning.]

11. The Exodus did not occur until the morning (see note 9). Neverthe-
less, a degree of redemption occurred in the evening that is of sufficient
significance to warrant joining to the evening Prayer. [Although the
Jews actually left Egypt in the daytime, Pharach consented to their
leaving the night before.] See below, 9a.
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4b* MEI'EIMASAI
The Gemara now explains how their dispute may center on the
interpretation of a verse:
Np X8 nwatky — O, if you prefer, say that they disagree over
the interpretation of a verse; /7 N RIph DYy — and
both of them expounded the same verse as the source for their
respective opinions, ‘pip21 23W1,, 2MDT — as it is writ-
ten: when you lie down and when you arise. 72p 13" 121
M 3w wpn — R’ Yochanan maintains that [the verse]
compares “lying down” (i.e. the evening Shema) to “arising”
(i.e. the morning Shema), as follows: X1 YW nx™Mp My M
nbsn 72 — Just as in the case of “arising” (i.e. in the morning)
the order is recitation of the Shema and then Prayer,” nx
750 93 MR YHY NRME M1 W — so too in the case of “lying
down” (i.e. in the evening) the order is recitation of the Shema
and then Prayer. b namnw wipe 1ap vy 12 ywiman — R
Yehoshua ben Levi, however, maintains that [the verse] com-
pares “lying down” to “arising” as follows: nxm™p mawyp o
inwn’ MY vy — Just as in the case of “arising” (i.e. in the
morning) the recitation of Shema is close to the time he lies in
hisbed,"™ inunY mp yow nX™MpP MY g% — so too in the
case of “lying down” (i.e. in the evening) the recitation of
Shema is close to the time he lies in his bed."

The Gemara attempts to refute R’ Yochanan’s position:
K277 1732 T amn —~ Mar the son of Ravina challenged it
from the following Mishnah:%!
U"'HJ.S'? ~— IN THE EVENING ONE RECITES TWO BLESSINGS BEFORE
[THE SHEMA) AND TWO BLESSINGS AFTER IT.'7 The two latter
blessings are ‘“redemption” and “Lay us down.” 3 n1ng w1
7invY — Now, if you say, as does R’ Yochanan, that one is required

to join the blessing of redemption to the evening Prayer, this-

Mishnah poses a difficulty: onb nbixa qap xp XY x7 — But
one does not join the blessing of redemption to the evening
Prayer in any event, 3'awa "pm% w3 N1 — because he
needs to recite the blessing of “Lay us down” between them!

CHAPTER ONE

DIRYA Mk DY 7130 273

BERACHOS

The Gemara answers:
i — Theysaid:  12wa 31 20T 1172 — Since the Rabbis
instituted that the blessing of “Lay us down” be recited after the
blessing of redemption, NXM7 XNIMIK TPNID — it is like one
long blessing of redemption."®
The Gemara supports this answer:

1371 ®*n x5 17 — For if you do not say so (i.e. that words added
by the Rabbis before or after a blessing can be considered part of
that blessing), 9mv '¥n 3wy nmnY — then, even in the
morning, how can one join the blessing of redemption to the
Prayer? 1amir 237 qnx Xy — Why, R’ Yochanan has said that
“nnDR ML 71, IR '1‘7r1n: — in the beginning, i.e. before one
begms the Prayer he should say the verse:" My Lord, open my
lips, that my mouth may declare Your praise. piX Xit nivah
'mp-1pX 7i¥75 1, — And at the end of the Prayer he should
say the verse:® May the expressions of my mouth and the
thoughts of my heart find favor before You. Since the verse, My
Lord, open my lips etc., is recited before the start of the Prayer, the
blessing of redemption is not joined to the Prayer, even in the
morning!  “NNSA MW ‘7, M7 137 WPDT 13 oD Koy —
Rather, in order to resolve this difficulty, we must say there that
since the Rabbis instituted that one is required to say My
Lord, open my lips etc. before the Prayer, xm7 Xpomx iyona
— it is like one long Prayer,”?! and thus there is no interruption
between the blessing of redemption and the morning Prayer.
mi1 X7 — Therefore, here too, with regard to the evening
Prayer, wamwa 1namb 1339 wpnT 13 — since the Rabbis
instituted that one is required to say the blessing of “Lay us
down” after the blessing of redemption,  Xm7xRIMKRIPINIGD —
it is like one long blessing of redemption, and hence there is no
interruption between the blessing of redemption and the
Prayer.?

Another teaching about reward for prayer:2?!
RIAK 27 8K '11:3’?,;: 17 K8 — R’ Elazar said in the name of

NOTES

12. Deuteronomy 6:7. This is a verse in the Shema from which we learn
the requirement to recite the Shema in the evening (“when you lie
down”) and in the morning (“when you arise””). Both R’ Yochanan and R’
Yehoshua ben Levi agree that by juxtaposing the evening and morning re-
quirements the verse compares the evening Shema to the morning Shema.
They argue only as to what should be derived from this comparison.

13. Everyone agrees that in the morning one must join the blessing of
redemption to the Prayer (Rashi).

" The requirement of following the redemption blessing with the She-
moneh Esrei of Shacharis is of such utmost importance that it supersedes
even the requirement to pray with a minyan (ten adult males). Thus, if
one came late and found the minyan ready to pray the Shemoneh Esrei,
he must nevertheless first recite the Shema with all its accompanying
blessings and only then should he recite the Shemoneh Esrei (Orach
Chaim 111:3). Furthermore, no announcements (regarding the recita-
tion and order of the prayers) may be made between the Shemoneh Esrei
and the conclusion of-the redemption blessing (Turei Zahav 114:2).
These rulings concern the Shacharis service. As regards the Maariv
service, see note 22 below.

14. Le. the Shema is recited before the morning Prayer.
15. In the evening, the Shema is recited afier the Prayer.
16. Below, 11a.

17. The two blessingS'recited before the evening Shema are: amyna
w27y, Who brings on evenings, and %707 0y :H‘m Who loves his nation
Israel and 15 Sxaw iny miv, Who protects his people Israel forever.
[The Gemara refers to the last blessing by its opening word, nawi, Lay
us down (to sleep).]

[In the morning only one blessing (the blessing of redemption) is
recited after the Shema. ]

18. {Le. u2v2wn, Lay us down, is viewed as an extension of the blessing

of redemption.] The connection between this blessing and the redemp-
tion from Egypt can be explained as follows: When God was plaguing
Egypt the Jews were afraid and prayed to God that He should not allow
the destruction to enter their homes. To commemorate that prayer, the
blessing of 11373wi, Lay us down, was established, which describes God
as our Savior from all danger (Rabbeinu Yonah). )

The blessing that begins n%iv% 1 7173, Belessed is Hashem forever,
which is recited in some communities after 1137w, Lay us down, is also
viewed as an extension of the redemption blessing (Tosafos’ second
approach; see also Rosh §5 [end); Rashba; Mishnah Berurah 236:5).

19. Psalms 51:17.
20. Ibid. 19:15.

21. Le. the verse is regarded as part of the Prayer.

Beur Halachah (to 111:2 nn iv+7) concludes that if one forgot to say 71
annpan no, Hashem, open my lips, etc., he has not omitted an essential
part of the Shemoneh Esrei. The Gemara calls it part of the Shemoneh
Esrei only in the sense that it does not constitute an interruption
between the Shemoneh Esrei and the redemption blessing.

22. Regarding the dispute between R’ Yochanan and R’ Yehoshua ben
Levi, the halachah is in accordance with R’ Yochanan that at Maariv the
redemption blessing must be followed by the Shemoneh Esrei. However,
this requirement does not supersede the nece351ty to pray with aminyan.

Thus if one was delayed and found the minyan up to the Shemoneh Esrei
of Maariv, he should join them and recite the Shema with its blessings
afterwards (Orach Chaim 236:3). Furthermore, the requirement of not
interrupting between the redemption blessing and the Shemoneh Esrei
at Maariv is dispensed with when the need arises to make announce-
ments regarding the recitation and order of the services [e.g. to announce
the inclusion of x3711%y7, Yaaleh VeYavo, in the Shemoneh Esrei] (ibid. §2)-

23. [It was taught in the Gemara ahove that one who joins the blessing
of redemption to the Shemoneh Esrei is worthy of the World to Come-
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4b* MEI’'EIMASAL
R’ Avina:*¥  owys why oi boa /y1h nban,, oming Yo ~
Anyone who recites Psalm 145, which begins “A praise by
David " three times®® every day®?  n%iy 13 xvw i non
X321 — can trust that he is worthy of the World to Come.8
The Gemara seeks to know why this psalm is singled out:

Knyw 'y — What is the reason? fhx3 XinxT oiwn KK
n1n — If you say that Psalm 145 is special because it follows
the order of the aleph beis, ™  xnXT 777" MMN MYK,, XpPY
1eX Xunna — then let us rather recite Psalm 119, “Praisewor-
thy are those whose way is wholesome,” which follows a
pattern of eight repetitions of each letter of the aleph beis. 0
ITCNR 0D, M3 M7 owhn Nox — Rather, Psalm 145 is
special because it contains the verse: You open Your hand and
satisfy the desire of every living thing.™ a7 Yian Y9a xon
7ipa-ba% onb 1ny, ma — But if so, let us rather recite the

CHAFPILK UNL

DELKALNIVY

Great Hallel,*2 in which it is written:* He gives bread to all
living creatures. — 7 -

The Gemara answers:
\mIn M3 nix o K9x — Rather, Psalm 145 is special because
it has both features.34

It was stated above that Psalm 145 follows the order of the
aleph beis. The Gemara discusses an omission in this pattern:
131 121 7K — R’ Yochanan said: w3 191 i3 XY mp von
— Why is a verse beginning with the letter nun not mentioned
in Ashrei (ie. Psalm 145)7% ey Sy 1abon m3 ww non
Y77 — That is because [the letter nun1 contains an allusion
to the downfall of Israel’s enemies,® gwin-xY nbny, 21nyy
7Hxiy nbing v — asit is written: She has fallen and will no
longer rise, the maiden of Israel. )

NOTES

The Gemara now discusses a different aspect of praying that also merits
such reward.]

24. Some emend this to read xyax 13 yyx 1 mx, R’ Elazar bar Avina
said (marginal gloss, citing Rif and Ein Yaakov). See below, note 42.

25. This prayer is commonly referred to as ™k, Ashrei, because in our
prayerbooks it is introduced by two verses which begin with the word
WK (see note 35).

26. Rosh, Tur and Roke’ach omit the words onys Wy, three times
(Gilyon HaShas).

27. Corresponding to the three daily Prayers (Rashi; cf. Maharsha).

Actually, we do recite Ashrei three times daily, but not at each of the
three prayers. Rather, we recite it twice during Shacharis (in Pesuke:
DeZimrah and after the Shemoneh Esrei) and once at the beginning of
Minchah. See Maharsha who discusses why Ashrei is not recited at the
Maariv prayer.

In our daily morning prayers, we recite six psalms (145-50) in the
" Pesukei DeZimrah section. The focal point of them all, however, is psalm
145. Thus, in extenuating circumstances (e.g. one is late and must save
time so as to be able to say the Shemoneh Esrei with a minyan or within
the prescribed time), one may omit the other psalms and recite just
Psalm 145 (Orach Chaim 52:1).

28. Le. one recites it with due concentration on its meaning (Mishnah
Berurah 1:13, quoting Magen Avraham 1.7 who cites Rabbeinu Bachya
to Leviticus 7:37).

He who repeats this psalm three times every day is ultimately sure to
appreciate its deep significance, for the threefold repetition is certain to
engrave its truths indelibly in the very grain of his being (Prei Ye-
hoshua).

The Gemara does not mean that one merits a place in the World to
Come merely due to the recital of this psalm. Rather, it means that it
could be a decisive factor (Qhel Moed, cited by Beis Yosef to Orach Chaim
51). In other words, the recital of this psalm is not a matter of minor
importance. It ranks in importance among all other mitzves, and is thus
weighty enough to tip the scale in someone’s favor and merit him with
his place in the World to Come (Avudraham, in his discussion of the
Ashrei recited after the Shemoneh Esrei).

Ben Yehoyada suggests a different explanation: By virtue of reciting
this psalm thrice daily with the proper concentration, one will merit not
to come to commit such sins that could cause forfeiture of one’s portion
in the World to Come,

(For an illuminating insight on this Gemara, see Meshech Chochmah
at the beginning of Parshas Bechukosai.)

29. The first letters of the verses follow the order of the Hebrew alphabet.
Thus, when reciting this psalm one utilizes all the letters of the alphabet
to praise the Creator (Ritve). The entire range of sounds that man is
capable of uttering is used in a symphony extolling God (Avudraham
ibid.).

Indeed, for this reason many piyutim (liturgical poems) were com-
posed with an alphabetic acrostic — so as to praise God with all available
sounds. [See the commentary Eitz Yosef in the Siddur Otzar HaTefillos
(p. 262 7y Y111 a2 Yx 1), who cites a Midrash to the effect that the
ministering angels in Heaven sing praises to the Holy One in the form
of an alphabetic acrostic.]

30. The first eight verses of Psalm 119 begin with the letter aleph, the

next eight verses begin with the letter beis, and so on. If the importance
of Psalm 145 is due to its acrostic, then Psalm 119 ought to be even more
important in that it has an eightfold alphabetical acrostic.

31. Verse 16. This verse is of special significance, for it refers to the
sustenance of every living creature which is supplied daily by the mercy
of God (Maharsha). The verse thus asserts God’s infinite capacity and
mercy (Avudraham).

When reciting this verse, it is essential to concentrate on its meaning.
Otherwise, it must be repeated, as ruled in Orach Chaim 51:7. See
Mishnah Berurah there.

32. The Great Hallel is Psalm 136. It is known as the Great Hallel on
account of the penultimate verse (136:25): 17p0 021w% "3 wa-52% 0% i,
He gives nourishment to all flesh, for His kindness endures forever. This
feat — namely, that “the Holy One, Blessed is He, sits at the pinnacle
of the world and distributes sustenance to every living thing” (Pesachim
118a) — is regarded as truly formidable. In light of this great feat, the
psalm is known as 5111 %97, the Great Hallel (Pesachim ibid.). {This is
in contrast tothe regular Hallel (recited on Holidays), which is called 5%
mynn, the Egyptian Hallel, because it was recited at the redemption from
Egypt.

33. Verse 25 ibid. If the significance of Psalm 145 is due to its mention
of God’s provision of sustenance, why is that psalm any more important
than Psalm 1367

34. The initial letters of its verses follow the order of the Hebrew
alphabet, and also it includes the praise that God provides the suste-
nance of every living thing (Rashi; see Pnei Yehoshua and Beurel
HaGra).

35. In the Hebrew alphabet, nun appears between mem and samech. Yet,
in Psalm 145 the verse that begins with-a mem is immediately followed
by a verse beginning with asamech. There is no verse beginning with the
letter nun.

R’ Yochanan refers to Psalm 145 as Ashrei on account of the epening
word of the two verses added before the psalm proper (which begins with
the words 11 97, A praise by David). The first of these two verses
M0 W K Fortunate are those who sit in Your House, ete. (Psalms
84:5) was added because from that verse we learn that one should spend
some time in silent contemplation in the house of worship before begin-
ning to pray (Gemara below, 32b, and Tosafos there ovip 7). [Although
this reason is applicable only to the Minchah service, where Ashrei is
recited at the very beginning of the service, the verse is nevertheless
added every time psalm 145 is said, for the sake of conformity (The World
of Prayer).] The second verse that is added — "1 nyn =w, Fortunateis
the people, etc. — is the last verse of Psalm 144, which immediately
precedes Psalm 145. That verse contains the word »wx, ashrei, twice.
This word thus appears a total of three times in these two introductory
verses, corresponding to the three times the psalm is said daily (Mateh
Moshe §50). ’

36. “Israel’s enemies” is a euphemism referring to Israel themselves. It
is the Gemara’s practice to avoid the explicit mention of a tragedy
befalling the Jewish people.
37. Amos 5:2. [This verse begins with the letter nun.]

Although we find many verses that refer to Israel’s punishment and
tragedy, there is no other mention of a downfall without any subsequent
ascent. When extolling God’s praises in Psalm 145, David excluded an
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4bs MEPEIMASAI

The Gemara records an alternative explanation of this verse:
explain it positively as follows: o iy Himab poin xH o)
Sk n9in2 — She has fallen, but will no longer do so. Arise, O
maiden of Israel !

The Gemara continues its analysis of Psalm 145:

POy 13 1am 31 wy — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:
WP I3 1201 17 17 37 190K — Even so, ie. although he
omitted any allusion to Israel’s downfall, David nevertheless came
and supported them (i.e. he mentions the ascent of those who had
fallen) in the next verse, which was composed with the Divine
spirit, 0 ~mbsam-ba% 1 yeio,, MY — as it is written:*) God
supports all the fallen ones.

The Gemara cites another teaching by R’ Elazar bar Avina:42
NPIK 13 MYYR 121 Tk — R Elazar bar Avina said: o S
SxmMa23 TRy men i YxIm3 sy — Greater is that which
is said with regard to the angel Michael than that which is said
with regard to the angel Gabriel. 21n35%x3ma 1517 — For with
regard to Michael it is written: ~D¥D7wITn N Yox gym,, —
One of the serafim flew fo me;*8 23 Sxmna w2y Yy —
whereas with regard to Gabriel it is written: Yxm™23 wixm,,
1 gyna qyn N3 13 MY WK — and the man Gabriel,
whom I saw in the earlier vision, was lifted in flight etc,/

The Gemara asks how we know that the first verse refers to
Michael:

K1 Sxom N, 1KY yown 'xn — What implies that this word
‘“one” refers to the angel Michael?
The Gemara replies:

CHAPTER ONE

BERACHOS

1371 137 29K — R’ Yochanan said: 1y, - mx,, xinx — Itis
derived from a link (gezeirah shavah) between this mention of the
word “one” and a different mention of the word “one.” X333
TP M 98 YN, — [t is written here: “One” of the serq.
fim flew fo me, DWWXRIT DM (12) WK XM AEN,, ONT 2n:
y1yY K3 — and it is written elsewhere:#s and behold! Michael,
“one” of the foremost heavenly princes, came to help me.
The Gemara cites a Baraisa on this topic:

x3n — A Baraisa teaches; nnx3 Yx3m — The angel MICHAEL
goes to perform his missions IN ONE flight; pwa bx™31 ~ the
angel GABRIEL goes INTWO flights;  ¥37x3 31X — ELIJAH goes IN
FOUR flights."9  mynwa nypit 3890 — THE ANGEL OF DEATH goes
IN EIGHT flights¥]  nax3 79ap3 nywar — BUT IN A TIME OF
PLAGUE it goes IN ONE flight.

The Gemara teaches that there is a requirement to repeat the
Shema at bedtime:
" 12 ywim a1 0K — R’ Yehoshuaben Levisaid:  x9pw by g
npya n1a3 vy nx™p 01X — Even though a person recited the
Shema in the synagogue during the evening prayer, ininphmyn
inyn Sy — there is a mitzvah to recite it again at one’s bedside
before going to sleep.

The Scriptural source:
111237 K — R’ Yose said:  Xqp 'Nn — What is the verse that
reflects this ruling? paawR-by D253 1nx Wwpnn-bry M,
1199 1191y — Tremble and sin not; reflect in your hearts [while] on
your beds, and be utterly silent. Selah. =

This ruling is qualified:
123 21 2% — Rav Nachman said:

NOTES

allusion to terminal catastrophe. Thus he omitted the letter nun (Rashba
Responsa 1:49).

Alternatively, by leaving out the letter which alludes to the downfall
of Israel, David teaches that their downfall is not final; rather, Israel will
rise again. According to this approach, the aforementioned verse (She
has fallen etc.) is interpreted in a positive manner, as follows in the
Gemara (Maharsha).

38. See above, 2b note 3.

39. According to this explanation, the clause Dy ppin X5 is divided in
two. The words f'pin X5 are applied to the beginning of the sentence —
qoin %) %93, She has fellen and will no longer do so. The word mip then
begins a new sentence — 5% n7ana wip, Arise, O maiden of Israel!

Actually, this chapter in Amos is the prophet’s lamentation of Israel’s
downfall. How, then, can our Gemara interpret the verse as a blessing
rather than a curse? The Vilna Gaor explains that the prophet is
lamenting that Israel has fallen to the nethermost depths. This curse is,
however, a blessing in disguise. Having descended so low that they have
hit the bottom and cannot sink any lower, the future can only hold an
improvement of their situation — they will rise again. (For the same
theme, expanded, see Yismach Moshe in the preface to his work on
Chumash \wmxn Ty ompn n+1.)

40. To be sure, the entire book of Psalms was composed with Divine
inspiration {Ruach HaKodesh]. However, the Gemara stresses the point
here because in this verse David is supporting those whom the prophet
Amos declared fallen. In view of the fact that Amos flourished many
years after David, the Gemara felt it necessary to note that David’s
response to Amos’ subsequent curse was made with Divine inspiration
(Sifsei Chachamim). ’
41. Psalms 145:14. This verse, which begins with a samech, is the one that
would have followed a verse beginning with a nun (see note 35).
42, This lends support to the textual emendment mentioned above, note
24 (marginal note by R’ Yeshayah Berlin).
43. Isaiak 6:6. As the Gemara below establishes, this refers to the angel
Michael. He travels to perform his missions in one flight, without
stopping on the way, as indicated by the verse’s use of a single expression
of flight (Rashi).

Since Michael is appointed to carry out missions of mercy, he goes
directly to his destination without pause (Maharsha).

44. Daniel 9:21. The double expression of flight ny=aqyn (translated here
as lifted in flight) indicates that Gabriel makes two flights (i.e. he stops
on the way) to reach his destination (Rashi).

Since Gabriel is appointed to éxecute missions of strict judgment, he
is required to pause on the way to give the guilty party time to réepent
(Maharsha).

45. Ibid. 10:13.

46. See Maharsha for an explanation of why Elijah must pause three
times on his way to performing a mission.

47. Since the mission of the angel of death is to kill people, he may not
fly straight to his victim; rather, he must stop seven times along the way
to give the person multiple chances to repent (Maharsha).

48. One who recited the Shema during the Maariv service after nightfall
has already fulfilled his Biblical obligation to recite the Skema at night.
In such a case, it suffices to recite merely the first paragraph (i.e. from
yow until 3-9ywar) at his bedside. However, if Maariv was held before
nightfall, then he must repeat all three paragraphs of the Shema (ie.
including 1 and “nx~) at his bedside. It is recommended, though, to
always repeat all three paragraphs, because they contain 248 words,
whose recital is effective in providing protection for the 248 limbs and
organs of a person (Mishnah Berurah 239:1).

49. This should be emended to read "ox 33, Rav Assi, or yoi» 11, Rav Yosef
(Mesoras HaShas ). [The reference is unlikely to be to R’ Yose, who was
a Tanna.)

50. Psalms 4:5. The phrase n333wn-5y 053252 ymx (literally: say in your
hearts on your beds) is interpreted to mean: Say [the words] :];:J'?"w, on
your heart [i.e. the Shema, which includes these words] n__:_;av,m-'vy, on
your beds, and then 1), and be utterly silent, i.e. fall silent in sleep after
reciting these words (Rashi). Thus, we learn from here that one should
recite the Shema immediately before going to sleep, even if one had
recited it already. [Rashi adds here that the phrase u;__:;:;ngn_:":y isa Tefe}"
ence to the word 325w3, when you liedown, in the Shema passage. Rashi’s
words are somewhat problematic. Sifsei Chachamim suggests that Rashi
means by this that the verse’s choice of the noun 23wy rather than ign to
refer to bed is an additional indication that what is to be said on the be{l Is
something described elswhere as occurring at bedtime — viz. the eveing
Shema. However, Hagahos R’ Yehudah Bachrach (printed in the back pf
the Vilna edition) and Sheleimah Mishnaso emend these words of Rashi.]





