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We Need You - Join our Whatsapp group! 
 

With the winter months ahead and Mincha/Maariv getting  earlier, we need your 

help especially to ensure that those saying Kaddish have a minyan. While we 

know that many people cannot commit every evening, if you live in the area you 

might be able to “pitch in” from time to time. The Rabbi created a whatsapp 

group  to help spread the word and ensure we get a minyan if we see we are 

going to be short. 

  

To join this group & mitzvah, please email Rabbi Lipner at ravlipner@gmail.com 

 

Thank you to those who have already joined the group, it has been very helpful! 

Dear Members & Guests, 

 

When Yaakov was running from his brother Eisav, the Torah relates the 

episode where Yaakov was forced to stop on Har HaMoriah, Mount   

Moriah – the future site of the Beit Hamikdash, because the sun had 

suddenly set. He creates there the Tefillah of Maariv and then went to 

sleep and had the famous dream of the ladder that was planted on the 

ground but it’s top was in the heavens. In the dream Hashem is 

“standing” over Yaakov, promises him the Land of Canaan and that he 

will be with him on his journey into exile, but will eventually return him to 

the land. 

 

When Yaakov wakes up he exclaims, “Surely Hashem is in this place 

and I did not know!” 

 

This begs a question. This was the same place where his grandfather 

Avraham had bound his father Yitzchak, ready to offer him as a korban 

because Hashem had commanded him to. This story was a defining 

moment in his families' history, it must have been retold many times, in 

all its detail, and Yaakov had no idea where the place was or its         

significance? It sees very unlikely. So how could Yaakov claim, I had no 

idea that Hashem was in this place? 

 

Yaakov was taught a profound lesson on that fateful day. Until that    

moment he had thought that the spiritual power of a mitzvah left its     

indelible mark on the one who performs it but the space returns to its 

mundane state afterwards. He did not realize that the spiritual            

impression of a mitzvah is also left on the physical place where the   

mitzvah is performed and its effect remains even into the future. The 

place itself is holy - forever. 

 

It’s worth considering when we come to shul and enter the Beit 

Hakeneset – the sanctuary, the tens of thousands of tefillot that have 

been uttered in the physical space that have left their holy mark and 

combine with our tefillot uttered today. That the mitzvoth we perform in 

our home, leave their impression of kedusha and affect our families and 

guests. And the mitzvoth that we perform in our offices affect the     

physical space that our colleagues and clients enter. 

 

Many times a year we are called upon in Judaism to reflect on the    

sanctity of time. Let’s take the opportunity this Shabbat to reflect on the 

sanctity of space. 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Rafi Lipner 
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EREV SHABBAT DECEMBER 14TH 

EARLY CANDLE LIGHTING 3:35 PM 

CANDLE LIGHTING 4:23 PM 

MINCHA/MAARIV 4:30 PM 

Parshat Vayetze  
 ט׳ כסלו תש״פ /December 7th, 2019 פרשת ויצא

Shaarei Tefillah is the destination for families and individuals from diverse Jewish backgrounds who share a  desire for 

strong Jewish values, relevant inspiration, personal growth and warm welcoming community! 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

EREV SHABBAT | FRIDAY NIGHT 

EARLY CANDLE LIGHTING  3:44 PM 

CANDLE LIGHTING  4:23 PM 

MINCHA/MAARIV  4:30 PM 

SHABBAT DAY 

DAF YOMI  8:30 AM 

MORNING SERVICES  9:00 AM 

MINCHA/SEUDAT SHLEISHIT   4:15 PM 

HAVDALAH  5:28 PM 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE  

WEEKLY MINCHA  4:30 PM 

SUNDAY   

DAF YOMI  7:15 AM 

SHACHARIT 8:15 AM  

MONDAY — FRIDAY 

DAF YOMI  6:30 AM 

SHACHARIT 6:30/7:30 AM 



   

 

Parsha Sheet is generously sponsored by: 

Alan & Tina Lax in memory of Alan’s father Hyman Lax A” H, whose     

yahrzeit is to be observed on the 10th of Kislev.  May his Neshama have an 

Aliyah  

 

Thank you to: 

Jake & Vivian Anhang for being so thoughtful, and quietly taking all the 

shul table cloths home and washing them! 

 

The Morning Jolt is generously sponsored by Stacey Adam 

Mara D’Asra Rabbi Rafael Lipner                    Rabbi Emeritus Rabbi Moshe Stern                    President Shayna Kahn                 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WEEKLY YOUTH BLURB 

In Parshat Vayeitzei, we learn about the story of Yaakov's dream of a ladder 

ascending to heaved, and angels climbing up and down this ladder. Hashem 

appears, and promises Yaakov that the land he lays upon during this dream 

will be given to his descendants. Eretz Yisrael is the connection between 

heaven and earth, physical and spiritual. In STC Groups, we will learn about 

ways we can become more spiritual, and take one more step on the ladder to 

be closer to Hashem. 

 

Shaarei Tefillah - are you ready!? Organized by your Youth Directors and the 

best office manager around, Nechama, we are throwing a Chanukah Bingo 

Extravaganza! On Sunday, December 29th, all ages are welcome to the Shul 

for a night of awesome food, great music and super fun Bingo! RSVP online by 

December 23rd (RSVP is mandatory!) 

 

We would be honored to have any prizes for the night donated. Speak to Ryan 

and Batya for more information of how your donation may qualify for a tax 

receipt! 

Batya & Ryan Jenah (Shaarei Tefillah Youth Directors)  

RIDDLES OF THE WEEK 
 

Nursery - Gr. 3: If you throw a Blue stone into the Red Sea, 

what will it become? 

Gr. 4 - 8: What runs around your whole back yard without 

even moving? 

Adults: You can't see me, but I can see you; To be more 

specific, I see through. What am I? 

SHINSHINEWS 
 

In this week’s Parsha, Parshat Vayetze we see how Rachel Imeinu gave up 

marrying Yaakov in order to prevent Leah her sister from being ashamed at her 

wedding.   

Thanks to Rachel’s amazing act of kindness, she has a special merit, and it is 

believed that when am Yisroel prays at her grave, their prayers are answered. 

Rachel Imeinu is buried at Beit Lechem, just south of Jerusalem.  Every year, 

on the 11th of Cheshvan, Rachel's yahrzeit, 80,000 people visit her grave 

throughout the day. 

Ariella once went with her school on a trip learning about powerful woman in 

the Tanach, and went on a school trip to visit Rachel’s grave.  They all sang 

together and it was a powerful and emotional experience.  Similarly, every Lag 

Ba'omer, hundreds of thousands of people make their way to Mount Meiron to 

visit Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai's grave. 

When Yossi was 3 years old, he had his Upsherin, his first haircut, done at 

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai's grave with his entire family. This is a common  

custom performed by Jews across Israel, and his family has always made a 

point of going to Har Meron for each new Upsherin.   

During the high holidays, we noticed that the Jewish community here in Toronto 

has a beautiful custom of visiting their deceased relatives’ graves.  Just like the 

merit of the tzadikim has great meaning in Israel, there is great “zchut”, merit, in 

visiting our   beloved ones graves and being inspired by the lives they lived. 

So, next time you visit Israel, maybe think of popping in to one of the ancient 
graves there and see what its all about. 

 
Shabbat Shalom,  

 
Ariella Josman & Yossi Eliahu  

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK  

Deceased Name Relationship Member Name 

Benno Lederer Father Dr. Rolf Lederer 

Adele Miller Sister Harold Miller 

Adele Miller Sister Doris Lewis 

Hyman Lax Father Alan Lax 

Fanny Lipshutz Mother Georgia Dennis 

Jack Somberg Brother Joe Myers 

Molly Brown Mother Lorraine Ringel 

Ruth Schnieder Sister Jacob Anhang 

Helena Ciss Mother Julius Ciss 

Albert Miller Father Eleanor Gower 

Isadore Trefler Father Belle Black 

Yitzchak Samson Father Jules Samson 


