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July 13th, 2019/ י׳ תמוז תשע״ט    

Shaarei Tefillah is the destination for families and individuals from diverse Jewish backgrounds who share a  desire for strong Jewish 

values, relevant inspiration, personal growth and warm welcoming community! 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Members & Guests,  

 

While many of us are familiar with the story of Moshe hitting the 

rock and subsequently not being permitted to enter into the Land of 

Israel, the majority of us attribute his wrongdoing to the famous  

answer given by Rashi, namely that Moshe should have spoken to 

the rock and not hit it, since speaking to it would have been a more 

miraculous way of producing the water. 

 

However the Rambam, in his sefer Shemoneh Perakim, suggests 

that the punishment was actually given because Moshe Rabbeinu 

got angry at the people. The issue was not that he hit the rock    

instead of speaking to it, it was that Moshe was angry at the people 

undeservedly; the hitting of the rock was a manifestation of his  

problematic anger for which he was punished.  

 

About this, the Maharal asks, how does that correspond to  

“ יען לא האמנתם בי להקדישני- because you did not believe in Me to 

sanctify Me?”  

 

I understand that if Moshe hit the rock because he thought that 

speaking to it wouldn’t actually produce the water, that shows a lack 

of faith. But what does the anger have to do with their emunah? So 

the Maharal suggests that the anger itself wasn’t the cause of the 

punishment but rather an indicator that Moshe and Aharon lacked 

bitachon. If they would have had total faith in HaShem, they would 

have never gotten angry but Moshe felt that the situation with Bnai 

Yisrael was spiraling out of his control, which prompted his anger. 

We learn from this that when a person feels the need to be in     

control of a given situation, he is losing sight of the fact that all is in 

the hands of HaShem. 

 

In general, when we focus on bitachon, it generates a certain   

calmness and tranquility knowing that the situation is not really in 

our control and therefore, there is nothing to be upset or angry 

about. After all, everyone has their share of stresses and burdens 

but it should be the strength of our faith and relationship with      

HaShem that reminds us that everything we are going through is for 

the best, and that ultimately, HaShem has the ability, if we let Him 

in, to get us through it. 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Lipner  

 

SHABBAT DAVENIING TIMES 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

MINCHA  7:15 PM 

EARLY CANDLE LIGHTING 7:24 PM 

CANDLE LIGHTING 8:41 PM 

SHABBAT DAY 

DAF YOMI 8:30 AM 

MORNING SERVICES 9:00 AM 

BREAKAWAY W/ RABBI LIPNER 10:15 AM  

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR W/ RABBI LIPNER 8:00 PM 

MINCHA followed by SEUDAH SHELSHIT 8:30 PM 

MAARIV/HAVDALAH 9:52 PM 

NEXT SHABBAT - PARSHAT BALAK  

FRIDAY MINCHA  7:10 PM 

EARLY CANDLE LIGHTING  7:20 PM 

CANDLE LIGHTING  8:36 PM  

WEEKLY DAVENING TIMES 

WEEKLY MINCHA  7:05 PM 

SUNDAY  

DAF YOMI  7:15 AM  

SHACHARIT  8:15 AM 

MONDAY—FRIDAY  

DAF YOMI  6:30 AM  

SHACHARIT  6:30/7:30 AM 

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK  

Deceased Name Relationship  Member Name  

Chaim Sherrin Father Mr. Norman Sherrin 

Sarah Silverberg Mother Dr. Morton Silverberg 

Clara Massouda Mother Mrs. Vivian Anhang 

Dr. Jacob Massouda Father Mrs. Vivian Anhang 

Ira Aaron Genesove Father Mrs. Naomi Kideckel 

Ira Aaron Genesove Brother Mr. Jerry Genesove 

Abraham Jatwes Brother Mr. Horace Jatwes 

  



   

 

 

 

 

Join Rabbi Lipner for a journey where you’ll tap into      

yourself, your people, and your homeland.   

November 11-17, 2019 

 

Contact Rabbi Lipner for more details  

at ravlipner@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Congregational Kiddush is generously sponsored by David & Glynnis Louis and Family in 

loving memory of David’s mother Leah Louis A”H, whose Yahrzeit was observed on the 7th of   

Tammuz.  May her Neshama have an Aliyah      

 

Seudat Shleishit is generously sponsored by Jake and Vivian Anhang  in loving memory 

of Vivian’s mother, Clara Massouda A”H (Clara bat Yaphet), whose Yahrzeit will be observed on the 

12th of Tammuz and Vivian’s father, Dr. Jacob Massouda A”H (Yaakov ben Yehoshua), whose 

Yahrzeit will be observed on the 14th of Tammuz. May their Neshomot have an Aliyah.  

HaRav Rafael Lipner, Rabbi                                    HaRav Moshe Stern, Rabbi Emeritus               

CLASSES FOR THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

  

Rabbi Alex Hecht (YU Kollel) -  

"Controversies of the 20th Century" 

Wednesdays  

7:30 PM —Social Hall 

 

Rabbi Rafi Lipner—The Morning Jolt 

Off for the Summer  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY BLURBS FROM OUR YOUTH LEADERS 

JUNIOR MINYAN 

Grade 4 — Grade 8  

PROGRAM TIME 

10:00am-11:30am 

NURSERY 

Under Grade 1 

THE MAKER SPACE 

Grades 1— Grade 3 

This week at STC groups, our nursery and Makerspace groups will be open! In this week's parsha, 

Chukat, we learn that the Jewish people did not appreciate what they were given and were punished for 

this! If you know what their punishment was, come to youth groups with your answers!"   

 

- Ariel Bernstein (Youth Director; Nursery & Makerspace)  

RIDDLES OF THE WEEK 

 

Nursery - Gr. 3:  What has to be broken before you can use it?   

 

Gr. 4 - 8:   I am an odd number, take away a letter and I become even. What number am I?   

MOMENTUM MEN’S TRIP  


