
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Shabbat Happy Hour featuring Lital Shemesh — May 25 

The Media and its Impact on the Arab-Israeli Conflict • Lital Shemesh is a popular News Corre-
spondent and Journalist in Israel • Location: Backyard Patio at the Home of Rabbi Idan & Shifra 
Scher • Time: 4:30PM - 6:30PM  
 

Coffee House Concert with World Famous Musician C.J. Glass — May 26 

As seen on The Voice Israel! • Featuring a rich, gourmet brunch by Creative Kosher Catering • 
$30/Adult • $15/Child 5-12 • $8/Child under 5 • 10:00AM-1:00PM • Register online or by contacting 
the shul office by Friday, May 24th. 
 

Pre-Shavuot Women’s Learning Symposium — June 8 

Come listen to our talented members as they expand on the wisdom of The Book of Ruth and The 
Ten Commandments: Yael Pfeiffer • Erica Bregman • Rachel Guy-Levine • Dr. Claire Wilner • Susie 
Senders • Jennifer Perzow • 10:15AM • Beit Midrash • For women and girls only.  
 

Shavuot All Night Learning — June 8  
All night learning with delicious fare catered by Creative Kosher • 11:45 PM - Rabbi Bulka • 1:00 AM 
- Rabbi Shimon Fogel • 2:00 AM - Rabbi Moishele Fogel • 3:00 AM - Rabbi Michael Goldstein • 
Class titles TBA 

 

Shavuot Kids Carnival — June 9 

Shavuot Story, Circle Time, Games & Healthy Snack • Ages 0-3 • 10:00-11:30am •  Mini Menches 
Group & Healthy Snack Time • 10:00-11:30am • Teen-Led Carnival Games and More Enjoy cheese-
cake decorating, Pin the Luchot on Har Sinai, Shavuot Sports and many more! • Ages 4+ • 10:30-

11:30am. • Kid’s Parade into Shul • 11:30am • Register online at www.cmhottawa.com/events.  
 

Shavuot Luncheon and Rabbi2Rabbi Live — June 9 

Gourmet Dairy Luncheon by Creative Kosher Catering • Stay after lunch for the not-to-be-missed: 
Rabbi2Rabbi Live! • Canada's Jews are doing better than their neighbours to the South: Is this a big 
deal? • A landmark study of Canadian Jews shows a level of strength and commitment not found in 
Jews in the US. How did this happen? Just because we are doing better does this mean we are do-
ing well? What lessons do we need to learn to sustain our success and improve on it? • Q&A to fol-
low.  
 

Machzikei Hadas Blood Drive — June 19 & 20  
A two day, life saving event • Ottawa’s Blood Donor Centre • 1575 Carling Avenue • Together, we 
are Canada’s Lifeline • CMH has adopted the Ottawa Blood Donor Centre on June 19th and 20th. •  
We’ve blocked off 10 appointments on both days to reserve spots for our community. If the following 
times work for you, please contact Jayson Taller to reserve your spot: Wednesday, June 19: 5:00 – 
5:10 pm or 6:35 – 6:45 pm • Thursday, June 20: 12:30 – 12:40 pm or 2:50 – 3:00 pm •  Registration 
for CMH only hours: Jayson Taller, (613) 521-9700 Ext. 4, jayson.taller@cmhottawa.com • If you’d 
prefer another time, please still join us by contacting Canadian Blood Services directly and booking 
a time that works for you. Wednesday, June 19 Full Clinic Hours: 3:30-7:30 PM •  Thursday, June 20 
Full Clinic Hours: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM •  Registration for full clinic hours: Canadian Blood Services, 
www.blood.ca, 1 888 2 DONATE (1-888-236-6283) •  Featuring delicious Rideau Bakery cookies 
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CONGREGATION MACHZIKEI  HADAS  

Rabbi Scher’s Written Word 

We are in the midst of counting the Omer, the forty-nine days between Pesah and Shavuot. 
These are the days in which the newly freed Jewish people prepared themselves to receive 
the Torah at Mount Sinai over 3,000 years ago.  

During these days Judaism calls for the practice of some of the mourning rituals usually saved 
for situations when a close relative passes away. We are told to refrain from practices such as 
haircuts and listening to music. The most well-known reason for practising mourning rituals 
during this time is to commemorate the death of thousands of students of one of the most well 
known Jewish leaders: Rabbi Akiva. It was during this period of time, thousands of years ago, 
that many of these great Torah scholars and leaders died in a sudden plague.  

It actually is quite special that we remember such a loss thousands of years later.  There are 
many who seek to forget history and remain oblivious to its lessons. This period of mourning is 
our way of not forgetting our past and focusing on the lessons taught throughout the ages.   

Examining Jewish history, we find that many tragedies that struck our people began during 
this period of time. It was during these weeks on the calendar that the Crusades began in 
1096, which left a path of murder and desolation in every Jewish community they crossed. Al-
most 300 years later, during this period of time in 1348, Jews were accused of causing the 
Black Plague in Europe by poisoning the wells from which Christians drank. The pogroms 
which followed totally desolated European Jewry, and destroyed its people, its culture, its 
books. 

 In 1492, during this period of time, specifically on the 5th day of the Jewish month of Iyar, Fer-
dinand and Isabella finally and irrevocably expelled the Jews from Spain during the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE→ 



RABBI SCHER’S WRITTEN WORD CONTINUED: 

More recently, in 1933, "The Bookburning of Berlin", when 20,000 volumes of sacred books 
were burnt at Goebles' command, took place during this period of time, specifically on the 
5th day of the Jewish month of Iyar. Ten years later, again on the 5th of Iyar, the last vestige 
of resistance was crushed in the Warsaw Ghetto, and it was totally given over to the flames. 

But what is most interesting in all of this is that during this very tragic time, even on the most 
tragic days of this period of time, we have also seen some moments of great redemption.  

The 5th of Iyar, when in 1492 the order was signed making Spanish Jews homeless 
wanderers over the face of the earth and in 1943 the Warsaw uprising was crushed, has 
now been changed to the day of Israel's independence, Yom Ha’Atzmaut, celebrating that 
very day in 1948 when our State was reborn. And during the latter part of this time period, 
when in 1096 the Crusaders packed communities of Jews into their synagogues and burned 
them alive, and when 300 years later Europe's masses did the same during the Black 
Plague, that day has changed to Yom Yerushalayim, the holiday when we celebrate the 
liberation of Jerusalem, our holiest city. 

“For I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them” (Jeremiah 30) 

Jeremiah the prophet told the Jewish people that we will find comfort in our most tragic days 
as we see a season of tragedy morph into a season of joy. May we continue to experience 
more and more joy together.   

********************************************************************************************************
HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah is found in your Humashim on page 761, and taken from the book of 
Yehezkel. The Haftarah, as an extension of the Torah reading, deals with the obligations of 
the Kohen. 

Here, Yehezkel says that in the future only the Kohanim emanating from the family of 
Zadok, who had proven their loyalty through adhering to their obligations, would serve. 

The Haftarah reading goes on to list the obligations incumbent upon the Kohen, including 
that they must not be inebriated, who they are allowed to marry, and who they are not 
allowed to marry; the care they must take not to come in contact with a person who has 
passed away; the consequences, if they have been unable to avoid such contact. 

As well, the special obligation of the community to sustain the Kohen is a culminating theme 
of the Haftarah for Emor. 

Quote of the week: 

You shall keep My statues and ordinances... 

Schedule of Services 

 

Saturday, May 18 

8:10 a.m.: Rabbi Scher’s Class 

8:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
7:00 p.m.: Rabbi Moishele Fogel’s Class  
7:30 p.m.: Rabbi Bulka’s Class 

8:00 p.m.: Minhah 

9:13 p.m.: Shabbat Ends 

 

Sunday, May 19 

8:30 a.m.: Shaharit 
6:45 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 
 

Monday - VICTORIA DAY 

8:00 a.m.: Shaharit 
6:45 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Tuesday-Thursday 

6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
6:45 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 
 

Friday, May 24 

6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
Lighting: After 7:01 p.m./before 8:16 p.m. 
6:50 p.m.: Minhah & Kabbalat Shabbat YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 18 

An Upgraded Congregational  
Kiddush will take place in the  
Social Hall following services 

sponsored by Dr. David & Judith 
Kalin in honour of David reading 

the Haftarah. 

Seudah Shleesheet is sponsored 
by The Taller Family in memory of 

Joel Taller. 

WEEKLY CLASSES 
 

Sunday Morning Talmud  
7:45-8:30, with Rabbi Bulka    

Rose Kravetz Ladies Class in Jewish Ethics 

Tuesday Morning, 9:45 a.m., with Rabbi Bulka.  

 

 

13 Iyyar—May 18 

Irving Bercovitch 

Trudy Kilburn 

 

15 Iyyar—May 20 

Fannie Gray 

Joseph Viner 
Norbert Glaser 
 

16 Iyyar—May 21 

Dov Kravitz 

Faye Seville 

Harry Cohen 

Rosalin Cobrin 

Sadie Craft 
 

 

 

17 Iyyar—May 22 

Hilda Aarenau 

Joel Taller 
Leiser Osterer 
 

18 Iyyar—May 23 

Bernice Posen 

Edith Nathanson 

Goldie Abramson 

 

19 Iyyar—May 24 

Allan Aronoff 
Aron Greenspan 

Jessie Murray 


