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CONGREGATION MACHZIKEI  HADAS  

Torah Thoughts from Sermonic Wit by Rabbi Bulka 

MEDICAL MODEL  

One of the paradoxes of the Red Heifer procedure is that in the process of taking care of an-
other person’s tum’ah, the kohen who is so involved becomes tamay himself.    

Does it make sense that the person who is administering the tum’ah neutralization procedure 
should become tamay? 

There are higher dimensions to this, but it can also be understood on the medical model. A 
person who is treated by a doctor for an infection, or a disease, will hopefully receive the medi-
cal treatment that will cure the situation. 

But the doctor who cares for the patient is actually exposed to the disease, and is vulnerable 
to catching it. 

Still doctors cure, in spite of the risks. The public benefit outweighs the personal consequence, 
as is the case with the Kohen and the Red Heifer. 

FAILING THE TASK 

Hatam Sofer once visited a city where one of his students was the local Rabbi. To his dismay, 
the Hatam Sofer saw that many in the city were not fulfilling their Judaic responsibilities. 

He rebuked his student, who defended himself with the argument that there were limits to what 
he could do, since even before he arrived the people were non-observant. 

Hatam Sofer replied by refusing to accept that as an excuse. He insisted that the student was 
responsible. In the course of the many years you have served as Rabbi, you should have influ-
enced them to improve their ways. 

This, said Hatam Sofer, was the complaint of God to Mosheh Rabbenu and Aharon the Ko-
hen. You did not do enough to inspire others to believe in Me.  



POINTS TO PONDER 

In what way does the Red Heifer neutralize the impact of coming in contact with 
death (p. 898-901; 19:1-22)? 

Why are Mosheh and Aharon denied the opportunity to lead the people into Israel, 
simply for hitting a rock instead of talking to it (pp. 902-903; 20:7-12)? 

Was the Israelite attack on the Canaanite such a massive reaction to the taking of 
just one hostage (pp. 905-906; 21:1-3)? 

What is the symbolic meaning of the brass serpent as a healing mechanism (pp. 
906-907; 21:8-9)? 

************************************************************************* 

HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah is found in your Humashim beginning at the top of page 911, and 
taken from the book of Shoftim. 

The Haftarah tells the story of Yiftah, who was asked by the leaders of the people to 
undertake the mission of breaking the yoke of oppression that Israel was being 
subjected to by Ammon.  Yiftah agrees to this on the condition that he will be their 
acknowledged leader. 

Yiftah makes a peace overture to Ammon, but is challenged to explain why Israel 
has taken over its territory. 

Yiftah refers to the circumstances of the “take-over,” that are clearly spelled out in 
the Torah reading.  It was through the naked aggression of Sihon that Israel was 
forced to react in self defence.  Much to Sihon’s bad fortune, Israel won. 

The territory they captured from Sihon was not in the property of Ammon at the 
time.  It was taken over from them by Sihon prior to that.  So Ammon really had no 
complaints to Israel. 

These direct negations did not lead anywhere.  Yiftah was only able to break the 
grip of Ammon on Israel by engaging in conflict and dealing them a severe military 
blow. 

Quote of the week: 

We cried out to God, and God heard our cry... 

Schedule of Services 

 

Saturday, July 1 

8:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
8:00 p.m.: Rabbi Bulka’s Class 

8:30 p.m.: Minhah 

9:40 p.m.: Shabbat Ends 

 

Sunday, July 2 

8:30 a.m.: Shaharit 
7:05 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Monday, July 3 

8:00 a.m.: Shaharit 
7:05 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Tues - Thursday 

7:00 a.m.: Shaharit 
7:05 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Friday, June 7 

7:00 a.m.: Shaharit 
Lighting: After 7:15 p.m./before 8:32 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.: Minhah & Kabbalat Shabbat 

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 1 

   A Congregational Kiddush 
will take place in the Social 

Hall following services.  
 

WEEKLY CLASSES 
 

 

Sunday Morning Talmud  
7:45-8:30, with Rabbi Bulka    

Rose Kravetz Ladies Class in Jewish Ethics 

Tuesday Morning, 9:45 a.m., with Rabbi Bulka 

7 Tammuz—July 1 

Menashe Greenberg 

Roslyn Pleet Gould 

 

8 Tammuz—July 2 

Aaron Botnick 

Libby Ship 

Mark Aaron Osterer 
 

9 Tammuz—July 3 

Edith Pleet 
Goldie Rabinovitch 

Jack Reiskind 

Meyer Osterer 
 

10 Tammuz—July 4 

Esther Shechter 
Saul Ozeroff 
Stanley Barkun 

 

 

 

11 Tammuz—July 5 

Ida Betcherman 

Max Weintraub 

Pesach Osterer 
 

12 Tammuz—July 6 

Anne Mordfield 

Herman Kamil 
Lucy Ilacqua 

 

13 Tammuz—July 7 

Betty Gold 

Sarah Kershman 

Sarah Shaffer 

 

CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES  
PLEASE DONATE TODAY! 

We have set our goal for the year at 100.  

So far we are at 25. 

To book your appointments for 2017 

Call 1-888-236-6283.  
Don’t forget to give our Shul registration number 

MACH006465. 

 

YIZKOR BOOK 2017/2018 

Work is underway on the Yizkor Book for this 
upcoming year. If you would like to  

include the names of loved ones, please  
contact the shul office with the names  

before June 30 l The cost is $18 per name. 


