
After a short hiatus Machzikei Hadas is bringing back the Loblaws 

Gift Card Program. Purchase Loblaws gifts cards ($50, $100, $250, and 

$500 denominations) through Machzikei Hadas and help support the 

shul while you shop! 

 

We will be taking orders until we reach $20,000 at which point we will 

order the cards online (Standard delivery time is typically within 4 to 7 

business days). We will repeat this process as often as needed.  

 

Please call the office 613-521-9700 or email                                           

jayson.taller@cmhottawa.com to place your order. 

Please Note - The shul will not be keeping cards on hand and all orders 

need to be prepaid.  
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CONGREG ATION MACHZIKEI  HAD AS  

Torah Thoughts from Sermonic Wit by Rabbi Bulka 

CLOTHING FOR FOOD? 

As Yaakov embarks on his journey, he asks God for...bread to eat and clothing to wear (Genesis, 28:20).  

This seems to be redundant, since people do not wear bread or eat clothing. 

Rabbi David of Lvov, who was an exceedingly poor person, explained that this refers to the plight of the poor, 

who sometimes have to sell their clothing in order to afford some bread, or who have to forgo the expense of 

buying bread in order to have enough money to buy clothing. 

Yaakov asked the blessing of God, that he should have enough bread and clothing not to be placed into desper-

ate circumstances. 

TIMELESS LOVE 

After Lavan insisted that Yaakov work for seven years to gain the hand of his beloved, Rahel, the Torah states—

And Yaakov worked seven years to gain Rahel, and these seemed to him like a few days because of his love for 

her (Genesis, 29:20). 

Usually, when one wants something very much, having to wait, even for a short while, can seem like an eternity. 

People looking forward to getting married find that even a few weeks of waiting can seem like years. But for Yaa-

kov, seven years seemed like a few days. Why? 

Rabbenu Avraham, the son of RaMbaM, explains that the impatience is related to the delay in fulfillment of sen-

sual desire.  However, in true, valuational love, which is itself eternal, a few years measured against eternity 

seems like a few days.  
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POINTS TO PONDER  

Why did Yaakov make his faith relationship with God conditional on returning home 
in peace (p. 167; 28:-22)? This faith should be unconditional.  

Why is the institution of 7 days of celebration following a wedding linked to the 7 
day celebration imposed upon Yaakov by Lavan, after deceiving him into taking the 
unintended wife (p. 171, 29:27)? 

Yaakov worked 7 years for Rahel and these 7 years are described as having 
seemed like just a few days because of his love for her (p. 170, 29:20). Is it not 
usually the reverse, that in the love for someone, a few days seem like an eternity, 
rather than a long time seeming like a short time? 

When Yaakov left Lavan’s house with his family, Rahel stole her father’s teraphim 
(p. 182, 31:19). Why did she steal them, and if they were idolatry, why did she not 
just destroy them? 

***********************************************************************************************  

HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah for Vayetze, taken from Hoshea, is found in your Humashim at the 
bottom of page 188. It begins with a reference to the fact that Yaakov fled into the 
field of Aram, to work, to be able to marry his intended, and then also tend the 
sheep for her.  

This is a prelude to the prophetic discourse of some of the ups and downs of 
Israel’s relationship with God. As an opening statement, it indicates how Yaakov, in 
spite of being in a vulernable situation, was able to persevere and survive with the 
help of God. The prophet asks no less of Yaakov’s posterity. 

The latter part of the Haftarah is also a component of the Haftarah for Shabbat 
Shuva, with the dominant theme being a plea for Israel to return to God, and to the 
ways of uprightness and righteousness which are the key components of a Godly 
existence. 

Quote of the week: 

And your seed shall be as the dust of the earth... 

Schedule of Services 
 

Saturday, November 28 
9:00 a.m.: Shaharit 
4:15 p.m.: Minhah 
5:04 p.m.: Shabbat Ends 
 
Sunday, November 29 
8:30 a.m.: Shaharit 
4:10 p.m.: Minhah  
 
Monday—Thursday 
6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
4:10 p.m.: Minhah  
 
Friday, December 4 
6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
Lighting before 4:00 p.m. 
4:10 p.m.: Minhah  

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF NOV 28 

   Shabbat Shalom   

Everyone! 

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy. 

WEEKLY CLASSES 

Please refer to emails, Facebook or the 

shul website for all virtual learning           

opportunities.  

If you have any questions, don’t  hesitate 

to reach  

out to the office at office@cmhottawa.com 

12 Kislev-Nov 28 
Anne Keen 
Sydney Friedberg 
Sarah Mendelson 
 
 
13 Kislev-Nov 29 
Louis Honigman 
Rhoda Zinman 
 
14 Kislev-Nov 30 
Lucy Bercovitch Mergler 
Sam Kardish 
Yosef Weinstein 
Helen Copland 
 
15 Kislev-Dec 1 
Tobya Blostein 
Anne Lenet 
Dr. Benjamin Levitan 
Milton Sidney 
Dr. Peter Swedko 

 
16 Kislev-Dec 2 
Charles Baker 
Louis Horowitz 
Diane Kriger 
Sarah Rose 
Marlene Ellen Stoller 
George Wolf 
Leo Sporn 
Red Miller 
 
17 Kislev –Dec 3 
Morton Davis 
 
18 Kislev –Dec 4 
Fanny Shanbaum 
Louis Collins 
Freda Rudick 


