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Torah Thoughts from Sermonic Wit by Rabbi Bulka 

MEDICAL MODEL  

One of the paradoxes of the Red Heifer procedure is that in the process of taking care 
of another person’s tum’ah, the kohen who is so involved becomes tamay (ritually dis-
tant) himself.    

Does it make sense that the person who is administering the tum’ah neutralization pro-
cedure should become tamay? 

There are higher dimensions to this, but it can also be understood on the medical 
model. A person who is treated by a doctor for an infection, or a disease, will hopefully 
receive the medical treatment that will cure the situation. 

But the doctor who cares for the patient is actually exposed to the disease, and is vul-
nerable to catching it. 

Still doctors cure, in spite of the risks. The public benefit outweighs the personal con-
sequence, as is the case with the Kohen and the Red Heifer. 

Torah Thoughts by Rabbi Scher 

In this week’s Torah Portion, King Balak of Moav (after whom the parasha is named) is 
afraid of the people of Israel and the Divine protection they have been afforded 
throughout their time in the desert. Balak masterminds a way to destroy this protection 
by hiring Bil’am the prophet to curse the Israelites and cause God to forsake them, 
thereby leaving them vulnerable to attack.  

But the plan does not work. Try as Bil’am might, God does not allow him to the Jewish 
people. Eventually Bil’am is even forced to bless and say nice things about them. 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE……….. 



This episode is very peculiar. Who was this Bil’am character, and how did he have the 

power to curse the Israelites? We know that Bil’am had a very impressive resume, so 

much so that on the phrase “No prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 

knew face to face,” the sages went so far as to say: “In Israel there was no other 

prophet as great as Moses, but among the nations there was. Who was he? Bil’am.” 

The picture that emerges from the Jewish sources is of a man with great gifts, a 

prophet, a man whom the sages compared with Moses himself—yet at the same time a 

figure of flawed character that eventually led to his downfall and to his reputation as an 

evildoer, one of those mentioned by the Mishnah as having been denied a share in 

the world to come. 

What was his flaw? There are many speculations, but one suggestion given in 

the Talmud infers the answer from his name. What is the meaning of Bil’am? Answers 

the Talmud: it means “a man without a people” (belo am).  

Bil’am was a man without loyalties. Bil’am was a prophet for hire. He had supernatural 

powers. He could  bless someone, and that person would succeed. He could curse, 

and that person would be blighted by misfortune. But there is no hint in any of the 

reports, biblical or otherwise, that Bilam was a prophet in the moral sense: that he was 

concerned with justice and the rights and wrongs of those whose lives he affected. His 

services could be bought. He had skills, and used them to devastating effect. But he 

had no commitments, no loyalties, no rootedness in humanity. He was the man belo 

am, without a people. 

Moses was the opposite. God says of him, “He is [supremely] loyal in all My 

house.” However disappointed he was with the Israelites, he never ceased to argue 

their cause before God.  

Those who are loyal to other people find that other people are loyal to them. Those who 

are disloyal are eventually distrusted, and lose whatever authority they might once 

have had. Leadership without loyalty is not leadership. Skills alone cannot substitute for 

the moral qualities that make people follow those who demonstrate them. We follow 

those we trust, because they have earned our trust. That was what made Moses the 

great leader Bil’am might have been but never was. Always be loyal to the people you 

lead. 

 

Quote of the week: 

We cried out to God, and God heard our cry... 

After a short hiatus Machzikei Hadas is bringing back the Loblaws Gift 

Card Program. Purchase Loblaws gifts cards ($50, $100, $250, and 

$500 denominations) through Machzikei Hadas and help support the 

shul while you shop! 

 

We will be taking orders until we reach $20,000 at which point we will 

order the cards online (Standard delivery time is typically within 4 to 7 

business days). We will repeat this process as often as needed.  

 

Please call the office 613-521-9700 or email                                           

jayson,taller@cmhottawa.com to place your order. 

Please Note - The shul will not be keeping cards on hand and all orders 

need to be prepaid.  

mailto:taller@cmhottawa.com


Schedule of Services 
 

Saturday, July 4 
9:00 a.m.: Shaharit & Musaf 
8:45 p.m.: Minhah 
9:39 p.m.: Shabbat Ends 
Sunday, July 5 
8:30 a.m.: Shaharit 
8:45 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 
 

Monday - Wednesday, July 8 
6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
8:45 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 
 

Thursday, July 9-Fast of 17 Tamuz 
6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
8:25 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 
Fast Ends: 9:37 p.m. 
 

Friday, July 10 
6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
Lighting: After 7:15 p.m./before 8:25 p.m. 
7:30 p.m.: Minhah & Kabbalat Shabbat 

Shabbat Shalom Everyone! 

We are starting to open up, 

and we can’t wait to see all of 

you very soon. 

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy! 

WEEKLY CLASSES  

Please refer to emails, Facebook or the 

shul website for all virtual learning      

opportunities.  

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate 

to reach out to the office at                 

office@cmhottawa.com 

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 4 

12 Tammuz—July 4 
Lucy Ilacqua 
Herman Kamil 
Anne Mordfield 
 
13 Tammuz—July 5 
Betty Gold 
Sarah Kershman 
Sarah Shaffer 
 
15 Tammuz—July 7 
Shneur Zalman Hoff-
man 
Tillie Kardish 
Harold Shoihet 
Vivienne Geithner 
 
16 Tammuz—July 8 
Ruth Abramowitz 
Anne Kalin 
Rose Landen 
Alice Kalin 

Rose Landen 
Alice Rother 
Etl Taller 
 
 
17 Tammuz—July 9 
Izzie Bullion 
Andy Lerner 
Morton Taller 
 
18 Tammuz—July 10 
Alfred Appel 
Julius Kamenetsky 
Ethel Taylor 
Isadore Tobin 

HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah is found in your Humashim, beginning at the bottom of page 929, and tak-
en from the book of Micah. 

The Haftarah begins with a promise that the remnant of Israel will trust in God, and will 
enjoy peace in its living amongst the nations. 

Idolatry, witchcraft and soothsaying will be eliminated from the face of the earth. In that 
background, Micah laments the people’s hesitancy to embrace God. He recalls all the 
great things that God has done for the people, including the redemption from servitude 
in Egypt, through Mosheh, Aharon and Miriam. 

Also recalled are the evil designs of Balak, which is the connection to the Torah reading, 
and of course the storied response of Bil’am, who had no choice but to bless the people. 

The Haftarah ends with the prophet rejecting the idea that God will be pleased with per-
functory offerings. Instead, all God wants from us is to do justly, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God.  

POINTS TO PONDER 

 

Hukat: 

 

In what way does the Red Heifer neutralize the impact of coming in contact with 
death?  

Why are Mosheh and Aharon denied the opportunity to lead the people into Isra-
el, simply for hitting a rock instead of talking to it? 

 

Balak: 

 

Why does the Torah spend so much valuable space on the machinations of a 
hate-monger? 

 

The sages once contemplated including parts of Balak in the daily Shema. Why? 


