
After a short hiatus Machzikei Hadas is bringing back the Loblaws Gift 

Card Program. Purchase Loblaws gifts cards ($50, $100, $250, and 

$500 denominations) through Machzikei Hadas and help support the 

shul while you shop! 

 

We will be taking orders until we reach $20,000 at which point we will 

order the cards online (Standard delivery time is typically within 4 to 7 

business days). We will repeat this process as often as needed.  

 

Please call the office 613-521-9700 or email                                           

jayson,taller@cmhottawa.com to place your order. 

Please Note - The shul will not be keeping cards on hand and all orders 
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Rabbi Scher's Shavuot Torah Thoughts 

We have two holidays on which we celebrate our precious Torah. On Simhat Torah we 

conclude our annual reading of the Torah. We end the Book of Deuteronomy and im-

mediately begin the Book of Genesis. We have reason to rejoice at the achievements 

of the year gone by, so we celebrate. 

And how do we celebrate? We dance with the Torah. The scroll is closed and covered 

as we rejoice with it. Because on Simchat Torah we are reminded that even if some-

one has not opened the Torah all year long the Torah is still there for him or her. We 

are reminded that every Jew has a deep-rooted, innate connection to Torah. The To-

rah belongs to one and all.  

But on Shavuot we don’t leave the book closed. We open it up and draw from the wis-

dom inside. We celebrate the Torah as a book of Divine wisdom, as an ethical system, 

and as a guiding light in our lives. Shavuot reminds us that the Torah is not only a 

beautiful, cherished ceremonial ornament to revere and dance with on Simchat Torah, 

but the source of all our wisdom, knowledge and understanding about life and how we 

are to live it. 

         Continued on next page.. 
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The parable is told of two sisters. One married a rich man; the other’s husband was 

poor. Yet, it was the wealthy sister who was the unhappy one. Her sister couldn’t 

understand why she wasn’t happy. “You have everything you could ever need, why 

are you so unhappy?” 

The wealthy sister replied. “Yes, my husband does buy me expensive things. It is 

absolutely true that he does spend money on me. But your husband spends time 

with you whereas mine does not.” 

So while it may be true that we adorn our Torahs with exquisite velvet mantles, 

precious silver crowns, breastplates, bells and pointers, all the expensive 

ornaments don’t make up for spending time with the Torah, opening it up, and 

making the Divine wisdom in it our own. 

On Shavuot we are reminded that we need to open the book and spend some 

quality, meaningful study time with the Torah. 

This is the season to commit oneself to a regular time for Torah study. In our 

community there are so many options to choose from. Wherever we are in our 

Jewish education, lets keep it going and make this the year of receiving the Torah 

in every sense of the word.  

FIRST DAY OF SHAVUOT  

PREAMBLE 

Just prior to the Torah reading, on the first day of Shavuot, it is traditional to recite 

Akdamut. It is found in the back of your Siddurim, on page 89, and is read 

responsively. It encapsulates the basic theme of Shavuot, in its exalting God, the 

Torah that was given to us on Shavuot, and the Jewish people. 

WEEKLY CLASSES  

Please refer to emails, Facebook or the shul website for 

all virtual learning opportunities.  

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to 

the office at office@cmhottawa.com 

YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 29 

6 Sivan—May 29 

Haroun Labib 

Sheindel Lichtenstein 

Boruch Lichtenstein 

Yehuda Lichtenstein 

Levi Lichtenstein 

Saul Rother 

Jack Stein 

Zeev Vered 

 

7 Sivan—May 30 

Joseph Hubscher 

Roslyn Sanders 

 

8 Sivan—May 31 

Zelda Adessky 

Jean Aronovitch 

9 Sivan—June 1 

Rabbi Sholom Dovber Gourarie 

 

10 Sivan—June 2 

Ida Bierbrier 

Samuel Shane 

Morty Singerman 

 

11 Sivan—June 3 

Jacob Friedman 

Ida Morin 

Morris Saslove 

 

12 Sivan—June 4 

Pearl Gladstone 

Deborah Breatross 

 

13 Sivan—June 5  

Judi Kerzner 



Schedule of Services 
 

Thursday, May 28-Erev Shavuot 

Lighting before 8:20 p.m. 

Friday, May 29-Shavuot I 

Lighting before 8:22 p.m. 

Saturday, May 30-Shavuot II 

YIZKOR 

Shabbat/Yom Tov Ends: 9:26 p.m. 

Friday, June 5 

Lighting after 7:15 p.m./before 8:26 p.m. 

 

Chag Sameach  

and                                     

Shabbat Shalom Everyone! 

We look forward to the day 

when we can all be together 

in person soon. 

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy! 

FIRST TORAH READING 

The first Torah reading is found in your Siddurim in the back, on page 93, and is taken 

from Sefer Shemot. It deals with the major theme of Shavuot,  the acceptance of the 

Torah on Mount Sinai. 

It describes the people’s encampment and preparation for the giving of the Torah on 

Mount Sinai, and their receiving the Torah, the word of God. 

The revelation on Mount Sinai contains the Ten Statements, fundamental imperatives 

to guide our life. 

The reading concludes with the people asking Mosheh Rabbenu to act as an 

intermediary and transmit God’s words to them, since they were overawed by the 

Godly presence. 

SECOND READING 

The second reading for today is found in your Siddurim in the back, on page 97 at the 

top. This reading describes the order of service in the Bet HaMikdash on Shavuot.  

HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah is found in your Siddurim in the middle of page 97. Taken  from Sefer  

Yehezkel,  it is a vivid description of the prophetic vision of the Godly throne as it was 

transmitted to Yehezkel.  

This is very much in line with the theme of revelation, the direct experience  of God on 

Mount Sinai. 



SECOND DAY OF SHAVUOT 
 
 

FIRST TORAH READING 

The first Torah reading for the second day of Shavuot is found in the back of 

your Siddurim, starting with the next to the last paragraph on page 101. 

This reading is a standard reading for Festivals, and contains fundamental 

legislation for the various Festivals. In order, the Festivals discussed are Pe-

sah, Shavuot, and Sukkot. 

After introducing the regulations for Pesah, including the obligation to remove 

all leavened products, and to eat matzah on Pesah, the connection between 

Pesah and Shavuot is established through the counting of the seven weeks.  

Shavuot is the first Festival for which a specifically expressed obligation to re-

joice is presented. This is an obligation to rejoice together with our children, 

the orphan and the widow; indeed the entire community. Rejoicing is hereby 

established as being more than just a narcissistic pleasure experience. The 

Torah reading concludes with the obligation to rejoice and celebrate Sukkot, 

like Pesah and Shavuot, in the sacred atmosphere of Jerusalem.  

SECOND TORAH READING 

The second Torah reading is found in the back of your Siddurim at the bottom 

of page 103. 

This reading describes the order of service in the Bet HaMikdash on Shavuot. 

HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah for the second day of Shavuot is found in your Siddurim to-

wards the top of page 104. The Haftarah is taken from Sefer Habakuk. 

After the recitation of the first verse, we jump to page 107 and recite a poem 

known as Yatziv Pitgam. This is somewhat akin to the reading of  Akdamut 

prior to the Torah reading on the first day. It is a poem which praises God, 

extols the Torah given by God to the people, and expresses the hope that 

the Torah will enhance and uplift the people. 

The Haftarah is a beautiful expression of the majesty and power of God as 

expressed Habakuks  unconditional appreciation of God. 

Although all blessing is from God, the Prophet insists that even were no 

blessing forthcoming, he will rejoice in God, Who is his strength and salva-

tion. 


