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Torah Thoughts by Rabbi Scher 

In this week’s Torah Portion, King Balak of Moav (after whom the parasha is named) is afraid of 

the people of Israel and the Divine protection they have been afforded throughout their time in the 

desert. Balak masterminds a way to destroy this protection by hiring Bil’am the prophet to curse the 

Israelites and cause God to forsake them, thereby leaving them vulnerable to attack.  

But the plan does not work. Try as Bil’am might, God does not allow him to the Jewish people. 

Eventually Bil’am is even forced to bless and say nice things about them. 

This episode is very peculiar. Who was this Bil’am character, and how did he have the power to 

curse the Israelites? We know that Bil’am had a very impressive resume, so much so that on the 

phrase “No prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face,” the sages 

went so far as to say: “In Israel there was no other prophet as great as Moses, but among the na-

tions there was. Who was he? Bil’am.” 

The picture that emerges from the Jewish sources is of a man with great gifts, a prophet, a man 
whom the sages compared with Moses himself—yet at the same time a figure of flawed character 
that eventually led to his downfall and to his reputation as an evildoer, one of those mentioned by 
the Mishnah as having been denied a share in the world to come. 

What was his flaw? There are many speculations, but one suggestion given in the Talmud infers 

the answer from his name. What is the meaning of Bil’am? Answers the Talmud: it means “a man 

without a people” (belo am).                CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE……….. 



Bil’am was a man without loyalties. Bil’am was a prophet for hire. He had 
supernatural powers. He could  bless someone, and that person would succeed. He 
could curse, and that person would be blighted by misfortune. But there is no hint in 
any of the reports, biblical or otherwise, that Bilam was a prophet in 
the moral sense: that he was concerned with justice and the rights and wrongs of 
those whose lives he affected. His services could be bought. He had skills, and 
used them to devastating effect. But he had no commitments, no loyalties, no 
rootedness in humanity. He was the man belo am, without a people. 

Moses was the opposite. God says of him, “He is [supremely] loyal in all My 
house.” However disappointed he was with the Israelites, he never ceased to argue 
their cause before God.  

Those who are loyal to other people find that other people are loyal to them. Those 
who are disloyal are eventually distrusted, and lose whatever authority they might 
once have had. Leadership without loyalty is not leadership. Skills alone cannot 
substitute for the moral qualities that make people follow those who demonstrate 
them. We follow those we trust, because they have earned our trust. That was what 
made Moses the great leader Bil’am might have been but never was. Always be 
loyal to the people you lead. 

*********************************************************************************************** 
HAFTARAH 

The Haftarah is found in your Humashim, beginning at the bottom of page 929, and 
taken from the book of Micah. 

The Haftarah begins with a promise that the remnant of Israel will trust in God, and 
will enjoy peace in its living amongst the nations. 

Idolatry, witchcraft and soothsaying will be eliminated from the face of the earth. In 
that background, Micah laments the people’s hesitancy to embrace God. He recalls 
all the great things that God has done for the people, including the redemption from 
servitude in Egypt, through Mosheh, Aharon and Miriam. 

Also recalled are the evil designs of Balak, which is the connection to the Torah 
reading, and of course the storied response of Bil’am, who had no choice but to 
bless the people. 

The Haftarah ends with the prophet rejecting the idea that God will be pleased with 
perfunctory offerings. Instead, all God wants from us is to do justly, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God.  

Schedule of Services 
Saturday, July 20 

8:10 a.m.: Rabbi Scher’s Class 

8:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
7:10 p.m.: Rabbi Moishele Fogel’s Class 

7:45 p.m.: Rabbi Bulka’s Class 

8:15 p.m.: Minhah 

9:27 p.m.: Shabbat Ends 

 

Sunday, July 21 - FAST of 17th Tammuz 

8:30 a.m.: Shaharit & Selihot 
8:15 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

9:25 p.m: Fast Ends 

 

Monday, July 22 

6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
6:55 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Tuesday -Thursday 

6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
6:55 p.m.: Minhah & Maariv 

 

Friday, July 26 

6:45 a.m.: Shaharit 
Lighting: After 7:05 p.m./before 8:18 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.: Minhah & Kabbalat Shabbat YAHRZEITS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 20 

   An Upgraded Congregational Kid-
dush will  take place in the Foyer follow-
ing services . Sponsored by Aaron & 

Margie Moscoe in honour of Adam and 
Mushka’s marriage.  

 

Seudah Shleesheet is sponsored by 
Miriam Steinberg  in commemoration of 
the Yahrzeit of Miriam's mother, Libby 
Steinberg & grandfather, Max Stein-

berg. 
 

WEEKLY CLASSES 
 

Sunday Morning Talmud  
7:45-8:30, with Rabbi Bulka    

Rose Kravetz Ladies Class in Jewish Ethics 

Tuesday Morning, 9:45 a.m., with Rabbi Bulka 

 

17 Tammuz—July 20 

Andy Lerner 
Eva Kardish 

Izzie Bullion 

Morton Taller 
 

18 Tammuz—July 21 

Alfred Appel 
Ethel Taylor 
Froim Cratzbarg 

Isadore Tobin 

Julius Kamenetsky 

 

19 Tammuz—July 22 

Fannie Freeman 

Louis Seville 

Matthew Ram 

Mordechai Kott 
Rhea Appel 
Risa Kott 
Yitzchak Kerzner 
Zlata Zunder 
 

20 Tammuz—July 23 

Benjamin Cantor 
Lenora Weiner 

Louis Kardash 

Norman Warner 
Susan Sharon 

Zoltan Weisz 

Zvi Osterer 
 

21 Tammuz—July 24 

Gertie Udanshkin 

Ignacio Stossel 
Rachel Miller 
 

22 Tammuz—July 25 

Esther Rabinovitch 

Felix Bohbot 
Gloria Lerner 
Herb Nadolny 

Sam Rabinovitch 

 

23 Tammuz—July 26 

Hy Hymes 

Jack Siegel 
Moses Levine 

Tanya Morin 

REMINDER 

Just a reminder that the shul is a peanut free 
and scent free environment. Members are 

being asked not to bring peanuts and or pea-
nut related products to the shul and to re-

strict their use of scented products.  

TODAY! - Parent (and Grandparent)  
Child Learning  

The Laws and Customs of the Three Weeks: Con-
necting the 17th of Tammuz to the 9th of Av  

5:00-6:00 pm • Beit Midrash • Light refreshments will 
be provided.   

Kids ages 6-13 are invited to bring their moms, dads, 
bubbies and zaidies to learn with them at shul!  Rab-
bi Joel Scher will be leading text based learning and a 

discussion about some of the most interesting as-
pects of The Three Weeks.  


