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RABBI’S MESSAGE
R A B B I  Y O S E F  W E I N S T O C K

S E N I O R  R A B B I      R Y W @ Y I H . O R G

There once was a farmer who discovered that he had lost his 
watch in the barn, a watch with great sentimental value. After 
searching high and low among the hay for a long time; he gave 
up and enlisted the help of a group of children playing outside the 
barn. He promised them that the one who found his watch would 
be rewarded. Hearing this, the children scurried into the barn, 
looked high and low but still could not find the watch. 

Just when the farmer was about to give up, a little boy went 
up to him and asked to be given another chance. The farmer was 
skeptical but seeing no harm in it, the farmer sent the little boy 
back into the barn. Lo and Behold! After a little while the boy 
came out with the watch in his hand! The farmer was both happy 
and surprised, and so he asked the boy how he succeeded where 
the rest had failed. The boy explained, “I did nothing but sit on the 
ground and listen. In the silence, I heard the ticking of the watch 
and then looked for it in that direction.”

Silence is not merely the absence of noise. Silence can be 
valuable in its own right. As the Swiss motto goes, “Speech is 
silver, silence is golden.”  Pirkei Avot probably said it first (1:17)

“Rabbi Shimon, would say: All my life I have been raised among 
the wise, and I have found nothing better for the body than silence.”

This has been validated by modern studies which indicate that 
talking causes one’s blood pressure to rise while silently listening 
to someone lowers blood pressure.

And Rabbi Akiva taught us (Avot 3:13)
                                       -  Silence fosters and maintains wisdom.
Silence allows a person to process information and to 

formulate follow-up questions. It indicates a willingness to learn 
and a respect for the material/ teacher. And then there is the old 
adage: “Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak 
and remove all doubt.” This expression is attributed to Abraham 
Lincoln, but it is actually based on a pasuk in Mishlei (17:28).

In Parshat Beshalach the Jews leave Egypt and are quickly 
pursued by the Egyptians. The Jews begin to freak out, and Moshe 
tells them to remain calm:

The Lord will fight for you, while you shall remain silent
Many commentators suggest that this pasuk indicates a 

contrast between God’s active salvation and Bnai Yisrael’s passivity.  
I believe Moshe is urging the People to merit Hashem’s help at this 
time- by accessing and harnessing the power of silence. Silence is 
a powerful force in three ways:

First, silence demonstrates faith in God. While we believe in 
the necessity of human effort there comes a point when we must 
also nurture our appreciation of Hashem’s guiding role in our lives. 
One of the most powerful demonstrations of humility and faith is 

silence. Silence was the response of Avraham when tested by God. 
It was the response by Aharon to the death of his two sons.

Second, silence shows strength. Being silent need not be an 
indication of weakness or confusion. As Peggy Noonan notes, 
the term “strong silent type” emerges from the fact that silence 
can emanate from a self confidence that allows a person not to 
fill up the air with words. Silence may indicate a person’s ability 
to control or even transcend a situation. The loudest person in a 
room is often the most insecure. Silence can add a layer of mystery 
and intrigue to people.  People wonder what the silent person is 
thinking and therefore respect their silence. The interplay between 
silence and respect is on display every time we observe a “Moment 
of silence”. 

In addition to faith and strength, silence can also express 
empathy. One of the first skills they teach mental health 
professionals in training is Active Listening. It entails overcoming 
the urge most of us have to interject, validate or question someone 
in the middle of their talking. Active listening employs silence as 
a way to provide space that allows a person to express themselves. 
Silence can also serve as validation that they are being heard.

Empathic silence is the primary task at a shiva house. 
Sometimes I’m at a shiva house and I cringe at the inappropriate

The Power of Silence

∆ CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

        Martine Newman  REALTOR ®    
Call/Text (954) 536-2424  

  
  
  

……......AANNDD  MMAANNYY  MMOORREE  LLIISSTTEEDD  AANNDD  UUNNLLIISSTTEEDD  
PPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS  

The Newman Group, LLC ◊ 3284 N. 29th Ct. ◊ Hollywood ◊ Florida ◊ 33020 

MartineNewman1@yahoo.com  

FOR SALE 
The Preserve 5 Bed/4.5 bath pool home. $2,250,000. 
Hollywood Hills 3 bed/2 bath asking $649,999  
Fairways 2 bed/2 bath. SOLD 
The Villas 2 bed/2 bath. SOLD 
Forest View 5 bed/4.5 bath pool home. SOLD 

Under Contract 
The Preserve, The Fairways, Emerald 
Hills. 

FOR RENT 
Emerald Hills 5 bed/3 bath pool 
home. 
Emerald Hills on the Lake 6 bed/5 
bath w/pool. 
Emerald Hills 4 bed/3 bath w/pool. 
Hollywood Hills 3 bed/2 bath. 
The Fairways 1 bed/1.5 bath. 



4

 topics of conversation that well-meaning visitors bring up in 
order to alleviate the prevailing silence.  The Gemara in Brachot 
6b teaches us:

As Rabbi Maurice Lamm puts it, “the strategy of true 
compassion is presence- and silence.”

It emerges that when Moshe told Bnai Yisrael to be silent, 
he is not relegating the people toa lesser observer status in their 
salvation at the sea. Rather, Moshe is inviting them to partner with 
Hashem. Moshe encourages the Jewish People to demonstrate 
faith, confidence and empathy through their silence.

 Our rabbis teach that while it takes a human being 2-3 years to 

learn how to speak, it can take a lifetime for a person to learn how 
to be silent. Parshat Beshalach is read on the Shabbat that is called 
Shabbat Shira, due to the songs that are contained within both 
the Parsha and Haftorah of that week. As we consider the power 
of music and song, let us also appreciate the power of silence in 
the context of music, called a musical pause or rest. Composers 
understand that in shaping sound, a nothing can be just as 
expressive as a something. Just as purposeful silence was a key 
in the Jews’ first redemption, so too can the proper utilization of 
silence in our lives bring about personal and national Redemption 
in our times, Amen.

∆ RABBI WEINSTOCK’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

ADVERTISING BULLETIN RATES PER ISSUE
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QUARTER PAGE: $100         BUSINESS CARD: $55
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FULL PAGE: $450/$500 color      HALF PAGE: $250
QUARTER PAGE: $125        BUSINESS CARD: $65
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Leges Sine Moribus Vanae, "Laws without morals are useless”; 
Veritas, “Truth”; Mens et manus “mind and hand”. These three mottos 
are noble and admirable. They speak to the ideals of higher education 
as a pursuit of truth and morality and as a tool for practical application. 

Indeed, the aforementioned Latin mottos belong to Penn, Harvard 
and MIT respectively. Last month, the presidents of these universities 
were called to a congressional hearing regarding the alarming 
increase of antisemitism on their campuses. Although they all scored 
an A+ articulating their schools’ commitment to First Amendment 
rights to free speech and academic excellence, they failed abysmally at 
a question that any first grader could easily answer: “would calling for 
the genocide of Jews violate their school's code of conduct?” After a 
few rounds of legalistic parroting and evasion, they demonstrated that 
they are able to coolly avoid giving a yes or no answer. Moral clarity 
was clouded in full display before millions of Americans in the very 
space where American laws are shaped. It goes without saying that 
calls for genocide and intifada have nothing to do with free speech 
and everything to do with vicious hatred and murderous intentions.

Can we begin to understand how the leaders at the most elite 
of American academic institutions flunked the most basic exam in 
human history? Did they merely forget the English translations of 
their Latin mottos?

To be clear, I have no animus toward the thousands of fine academics 
and graduates of these elite universities. My own father benefitted 
from excellent training at Harvard and I proudly credit Boston as my 
birthplace. Nevertheless, the equivocation over calls for genocide on 
campus is deplorable and leaves me utterly stunned. 

Perhaps the upcoming holiday of Tu B’Shvat, the 15th of the month 
of Shvat on the Hebrew calendar, can help lend understanding as to how 
our world has stooped so low. 

The opening Mishna of Masechet Rosh Hashana teaches:

The first of Tishrei is the New Year for counting years, calculating 
Shmitta and Yovel Years, for planting, for determining the years of orla (the 
three-year period from when a tree has been planted during which time its 
fruit is forbidden); and for tithing vegetables. The first of Shvat is the New 
Year for the tree in accordance with the statement of Beit Shammai. Beit 
Hillel say: The New Year for trees is on the fifteenth of Shvat.

Without analyzing the many intricacies of the Mishna, there is a 
relatively overt grammatical anomaly. When describing the halachot of 
the new year, the Mishna uses the plural form e.g. yovel years, years of 
orla etc. The sole exception is Tu B’Shvat, which is described as the new 
year for the tree - singular tree! Why is it referred to as the Rosh Hashana 
of THE TREE, Rosh HaShana “L’Ilan” and not “L’Ilanot”?

A fascinating approach is offered by Rabbi Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin 
in his work Pri Tzadik. He writes that the singular tree is an allusion to a 

specific tree, to the Etz Hadaat, the Tree of Knowledge. On Tu B’Shvat 
we have an opportunity to rectify the sin associated with the Etz Hadaat. 

What exactly was the sin of the Tree of Knowledge? What was 
man's state prior to the sin and what changed as a result of it? 

In his Guide for the Perplexed (1:2), Maimonides describes that 
although a simple read of the Chumash would indicate that daat, 
intellectual knowledge, is something that mankind was endowed with 
after eating from the Tree of Knowledge, he proceeds to reject such a 
notion. Man, writes the Rambam, was initially created B’tzelem Elokim, 
in the Image of God, and it was on account of this intellectual gift that 
God proceeded to communicate with Man. Ironically, as a result of 
eating from the Etz Hadaat, man’s intellectual power was diminished!

The Rambam contrasts "muskalot" (absolute truths) and 
"mefursamot" (apparent truths, or moral conventions). The former 
refers to the facts that need no proof whereas the latter refers to 
insights that involve reasoning. The fact that the earth is round is not 
good, it is true. Asserting that the earth is flat is not bad, it is false. 
Prior to the sin, man existed in a reality dictated by absolute truths 
and after the sin, his reality changed to living with apparent truths. 
Morality was no longer a true/false equation, rather one of good/evil.

Moral relativism is a consequence of our primordial misdeed. 
The debacles in the hallowed halls of Ivy League universities is a 
function of the Tree of Knowledge. The increasingly progressive 
mores of academic society exacerbates the dilution of “truth” by 
way of casting the light of good vs. evil on it. The line between right/
true and wrong/false has become flexible and fluid to the extent 
that Jewish students have to hide in order to avoid angry mobs of 
university students chanting in support of genocide. 

Are we stuck in this dismal reality or is there a way to transcend 
it? Can we treat the latest outbreak of “poison ivy”? 

We, Am Yisrael, are truly blessed. Every day we thank Hashem for 
giving us the Torah of truth and planting an everlasting life within us: 

                                      . The Torah is the key to transcending the

  

ASSISTANT RABBI’S MESSAGE
R A B B I  D AV I D  C L A M A N

A S S I S TA N T  R A B B I      R D C @ Y I H . O R G

Treating Poison Ivy

∆ CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



6

1-305-546-8394
sharonbrandt18@gmail.com

*** Extremely Reliable     ***Highest Value For Your Home     *** First Class Service
***Always 100% Honest     ***Maximize the Value of your house on any sale***

***Proud Young Israel Members since 2001***

CALL ME, SHARON BRANDT FOR MORE INFORMATION THE TOP LISTING AGENT IN EMERALD HILLS!
- Five Bedroom, 6 full Bath in the ultra-exclusive Cloisters, golf course & canal views:  Reduced: $2.1M
- The Preserves - Cypress Model Off Market: Call Me for more information
- One of a Kind - 4 Bedroom, 4 bath, on the highly desired Casper Court, gorgeous golf course and lake views: Asking $2,399,000
- Four Bedroom, 3 bath, amazing location, with pool.   Asking: $1,149,000
- Four Bedroom, 2 ½ bath on an oversized lot: For Rent $6800/mo

I have several private listing (not in the MLS), contact me directly for more information. If you want your home sold, I will get it done for you!

#SharonBrandt     #EmeraldHillsSpecialist     #IListISell 

madness and connecting to a reality of moral clarity and absolute 
truths. Studying the weekly parsha, the daily daf or listening to a weekly 
shiur are all ways of rising above the confusion and asserting our desire 
to live with clarity. With a myriad of distractions, it’s important not 
to lose the Tree for the forest. Anchoring ourselves with Torah on a 
consistent basis is our lifeline in our world seemingly gone insane. 

The Gemara (Shabbos 55a) teaches that “Chosamo shel HaKadosh 
Boruch Hu emes”, the signature of God is truth. Obfuscating true 
ideas becomes a chillul Hashem because it seeks to create a space that 
is void of God. On the other hand, studying Torah with seriousness 
is a kiddush Hashem as it helps realize Hashem’s ideal world where 
there are clear definitions of good and evil. 

Tu B’Shvat is an auspicious time to connect to the Tree of Life. 
Mishlei (3:18) teaches that the Torah is a tree of life (etz chayim) for 
those who grasp it (l’machzikim ba). When it is very windy and the 

outside elements are hostile, it can be difficult to hold on. How can we 
maintain a strong grip?

In Pirkei Avot (3:22) we learn: A person whose wisdom exceeds 
his good deeds is likened to a tree whose branches are numerous, but 
whose roots are few. The wind comes and uproots it and turns it upside 
down. But a person whose good deeds exceed his wisdom is likened to 
a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are numerous. Even if 
all the winds of the world were to come and blow against it, they could 
not budge it from its place.

Torah knowledge is important but living and leading a life 
of Torah values and mitzvah observance is critical. Etz chaim hi 
l’machzikim ba. Torah keeps us deeply rooted and grounded. Let’s 
hug our Tree. Let us hold the Torah and its values close and impart 
them to our children. That way we will ensure that we all receive a 
truly higher education.

∆ RABBI CLAMAN’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
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ONE OF THE FIRST FEMALE RABBIS: Not getting involved 
with this modern question, I bring to your attention the story of Regina 
Jonas (1902-1944). Born in Berlin into a Jewish Orthodox family, 
Regina always wanted to become a rabbi, which was a completely 
male area of work, but she was determined. Finally she succeeded in 
being ordained by the liberal rabbi Max Dienemann in 1935. She never 
succeeded in securing a pulpit of her own, but she was able to work as 
a chaplain of sorts to the ill and housebound. Regina’s life in Germany 
ended abruptly when she was deported to Theresienstadt in November 
1942. There she conducted herself with dedication and selfless care for 
the sick and elderly. She left us with some of her writings, filled with 
love for God and selfless love for others. On October 12, 1944, Regina 
Jonas was deported from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz and murdered.

CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK (1873-1934) was born in Russia to 
a prosperous wood merchant, who died when Bialik was 8 years old. His 
mother took him to live with his Orthodox grandfather in a different 
town. Bialik would not see mother for more than 20 years later. Receiving 
a Yeshivish education, he even asked his grandfather to send him to the 
Volozhin Yeshiva headed by the Netziv and Rav Chaim Soloveitchik. He 
was expelled for his Haskalah involvement, but maintained a positive view 
of Yeshivah life. In the early 1900’s Bialik visited America and stayed with a 
cousin Raymond Bialeck in Hartford,  Connecticut. Raymond was the uncle 
of the great great grandfather of the actress Mayim Bialik, famous actress in 
the Big Bang Theory and former host of Jeopardy, a modern Orthodox Jew 
and a very public supporter of Israel. In the 1920’s Bialik made Aliyah to 
Tel Aviv, where he really became the National poet of Israel. He popularized 
having an Oneg Shabbat every Shabbat afternoon at his home, to learn 
Torah and sing songs. He died in Vienna, Austria on July 4, 1934 of a sudden 
heart attack and was buried in Trumpeldor Cemetery in Israel.

CHAIM WEIZMANN (1874-1952) was born in Russia (now 
Belarus) and possessed in his lifetime, citizenship in Russia, England, and 
Israel. He was a chemist who developed acetone to help develop cordite 
explosives, which were important for the British World War I industry. He 
was the third of fifteen children born to his parents; his father was a timber 
merchant. He attended a traditional Cheder from age 4 to 11. In 1892, he 
went to Germany for college in chemistry. To support himself, he worked 
as a Hebrew teacher at an Orthodox Jewish boarding school. In 1898, he 
attended a university in Switzerland. He got engaged to Sophia Getzowa. 
Four years later he became romantically involved with Vera Khatzman. His 
fellow students held a mock trial and ruled that he should marry Sophia, 
even if he later divorced her. Weizmann ignored their advice. The marriage 
with Vera produced two sons, Ben and Michael. Ben settled in Ireland and 
became a dairy farmer. Michael, while serving as a fighter jet pilot for the 
British Air Force, was shot down by the Germans in World War II. His 
remains were never found. Weizmann never came to terms with his loss; 
he made provisions for Michael in his will, should he ever materialize. In 
the Weizmann home in Rechovot, there is a bust of George Washington. 
Why? The two men, Washington and Weizmann, were the first presidents 
of their respective countries, and neither had any children who lived there.

EMMA WOLF (1865-1932) was referred to as the Mother of 
American Jewish Fiction. She lived in San Francisco and was an active 
member of the Reform Temple, Temple Emanu-El. Her books were 
very Jewish, taking up issues of intermarriage, antisemitism, and the 
relationship between successful Reform Jews and liberal Protestants. She 
was very successful, and yet soon forgotten after her death. Ironically Wolf 
was not accepted by the Jewish Publication Society, the leading American 
Jewish publisher of the day. JPS praised her work but disapproved of her 
portrayal of Reform Judaism and her portrayal of Judaism. JPS preferred 
telling the stories of Yiddish speaking  East Coast Jewish immigrants. They 
preferred low class immigrants of New York’s Lower East Side than upper 
class California Jews. Wolf died at age 67 and was buried at the Home 
of Peace Cemetery, where members of Temple Emanu-El were buried, 
including Wyatt Earp (and his Jewish wife Josephine), Levi Strauss, and 
Mayor Adolph Sutro (Jewish mayor of San Francisco in 1894).

THE SECOND MODZITZER REBBE was Rav Shaul Yedidiah 
Elazar Taub (1886-1947). Born in Poland, he married the daughter 
of the Grand Rebbe of Lublin. The marriage lasted four years and 
produced a son and a daughter, but the marriage ended in divorce. The 
custody battle allowed the mother to take the daughter, and the father 
raised the son. Reb Shaul then married the daughter of a Mekubal and 
that marriage produced four children. In 1918 his wife died of typhoid 
fever. He then married a third time and had another four children. His 
wife died of cancer shortly before WWII. He then married his niece. 
His real fame was the fact that he composed more than 1,000 nigunim, 
religious music that is terrific. I used his composition for Prok Yat Anoch 
in my rendition of Neilah in our Shul for decades. In February 1940, his 
family received a visa to come to the United States, but the Soviets were 
refusing to allow refugees to leave the Communist Paradise. Reb Shaul 
convinced the Soviets that the Torah is sympathetic to the Communist 
system and that he would tell this to the Americans. They allowed him 
to leave through the East to Japan and then to America. This began the 
new route for Yeshivas to get away from the Nazis. He went to NY and 
finally moved to Eretz Yisrael, rebuilding Modzitz in every location. 
When he died in 1947, the Chazon Ish attended his funeral, explaining 
that he had to honor the man who saved the yeshiva world.

SID GORDON (1917-1975), professional baseball player. Sid was 
100% Jewish. His true claim to fame in my eyes came on September 
11, 1941, when the New York Giants put four Jewish players on the 
field to start the game: Gordon in center field, Harry Feldman was 
the pitcher, Harry Danning was the catcher, and Morrie Arnovich 
was in left field. The game took one hour and 49 minutes as Feldman 
scattered nine singles for a 4-0 victory. Gordon was one of Fiorello La 
Guardia’s favorite players. LaGuardia’s mother was Jewish; his father 
was an Episcopalian. He considered himself Jewish even though he 
followed the Episcopalian religion of his father. He is considered one of 
the best mayors in American history. There is even a street named for 
LaGuardia in Tel Aviv.

FACTS I DISCOVERED WHILE
LOOKING UP OTHER THINGS

R A B B I  E D W A R D  D AV I S
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Your Smile 
is Our 

Business

www.zombekortho.com

HOLLYWOOD 
4480 Sheridan Street
(NEXT TO BAITNER PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY) 

Hollywood, FL 33021

Braces & Invisalign for Children, Teens, & Adults

SPECIALIZING IN ORTHODONTICS & DENTO-FACIAL ORTHOPEDICS

Steven Zombek DMD

Contact Us 
for a
FREE
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B E F O R E

A F T E R

facebook.com/ZombekOrthodontics
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
P H I L  B A R AT Z

When we moved into the neighborhood, the shul building (the first 
one that houses the sanctuary, social hall, etc.) had just been completed.  
About 15 years later, when I was President of the shul for the first time, 
we broke ground for the new building that houses the shul offices, 
youth classrooms and our mikvah.  Now, 20 years later, it is finally time 
to stop talking about the next expansion and to do something about it.

With our explosive growth over the past decade, our needs haven’t 
really changed – there is just a need for MORE of everything.  More 
space for youth groups.  More space for minyanim.  More space for a 
larger social hall.  More space to park strollers and scooters.

We have the Beit Medrash, and it is used extensively.  We have 
the house located 2 doors from the Beit Medrash and we are working 
with designers, contractors, and the City of Hollywood to prepare 
the house for the appropriate needs of our congregation.  At present, 
we think it will house the Sephardic Minyan, the relocated 8 o’clock 
Shabbat minyan, Mommy & Me, and will have space for a 2-bedroom 
apartment for a staff member.  This will be helpful in alleviating some 
of the congestion that we experience every week, but it is truly just a 
Band-Aid.

We NEED all those things that I mentioned, and we need – for 
safety and security - many more parking spaces to accommodate not 
only parking for minyanim but also for the mikvah, and for the many 

events that we are fortunate to host.
Maish Staiman and Ari Pearl head up our expansion committee 

and they tell me that we are getting closer to a plan that we can present 
to our members for comment, approval, and – eventually – financial 
support.  The plans will include additional classrooms, a large social 
hall and kitchen facility, additional spaces for Shabbat minyanim, and 
plenty of parking.  As many of you are aware, we have started a project 
towards refurbishing and beautifying our mikvah, and that will remain 
a central part of our planning.

It has taken us a long time to get here and there have been many 
ideas discussed.  We are still interested in acquiring properties that are 
adjacent to ours, and we need to work with local officials and with our 
neighbors to be sure that we are acting in a proper way and not causing 
any undue burden to others.  Over the next few months, you should 
expect to see some renderings based on the work that Maish, Ari, the 
expansion committee, and our architects feel is most appropriate for 
our short-term and longer-term needs.  You can also expect to hear 
from our Development, Marketing & Communications Director, 
Melissa Leonard, who will be reaching out to connect with you.  Melissa 
is eager to get to know each of our members as she seeks input – now 
in ideas and in the future with dollars – to make our shul ready for the 
next generation.

It’s Time To Get To Work…
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DISCOUNT AUTO BODY & PAINT 
• Lease ‘Turn-In’ Specialist 
• Lowest Price “No Deductible”  
• Fast Fast Turnaround Time 
1842 NW 29th Street 
Oakland Park, FL 33311 
ElliotKay@gmail.com 
 305-469-8162 

BLINDS & SHADES 
SALES   SERVICE    REPAIRS 
Roller Shades Zebra Shades 

   Venetian Blinds    Vertical Blinds 
HunterDouglas  Sales & Repairs 

305-469-8162 

Yaakov Waldman PA
Realtor | COMPASS 

Residential & Commercial Brokerage Services Since 2004

(954) 326 - 8080          y.waldman1@gmail.com
• THE PRESERVE @ EMERALD HILLS
   * Off market opportunities – inquire directly  

• 6/3 on a 12k Sf Lot, great family home new roof, plumbing & 
windows $1,395,000 

• 6/3 Great location, ideal Air BNB - $1,350,000

• Stirling Oaks Estates 5k Sf two story 6/4.5 - $1,950,000

• 6/5.5 with 6k Sf of living on a 28K Sf lot PRIME LOCATION

Opportunities available inquire directly for details.
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While attempting to make plans for yeshiva break, I happened 
to discover that Tu B’Shvat falls out at the same time. For me, this 
holiday always seems to get lost. It kind of flies by as a sort of 
holiday where you don’t really need to do anything like planning 
a big yuntif meal, changing over dishes, or finding every menorah 
your child has made since nursery school. It’s only when you have 
little kids who act as a reminder of this day when they bring home 
random art projects from school that have to do with trees. The 
“worst” are the times when they’d bring home a tiny plant they 
grew from a seed in a little Dixie cup. It’s super cute and they’re 
quite proud of what their teacher was able to keep alive in the 
classroom. The problem is that every time one of these is brought 
home, it ends up dying less than a week later. When we had left 
it outside by the kitchen window, we’d forgotten it was there and 
it died from lack of water. When we had left it outside by the 
bushes, we came back a few days later, realized it rained, and the 
cup had overflowed with mud- the tiny little plant was submerged, 
unsalvageable. Finally, when we had left it on the windowsill in 
one of my kid’s rooms, it somehow fell over, all the dirt spread 
throughout the room, and the tiny little seedling shriveled and 
died from lack of water, dirt, and sunlight. We have yet to keep a 
plant growing in our house from school no matter how hard we 
try, although I’d admit it was never a huge priority anyway- who 
needs a bean plant in the backyard? Now, a fruit tree is much more 
exciting for me.

My neighbors all have fruit trees but somehow, they don’t 
seem to grow on our property. Even the overabundance of 
mango trees seen throughout our community refuse to grow in 
my backyard. I’ve tried growing mango, orange, and lemon trees, 
which all started out ok but then died soon after. We even had 
our gardener plant a large grapefruit tree and lemon tree that I 
was told would bear fruit within a few months, but they caught 
some kind of disease and died too. I had all but given up hope 
of turning my backyard into a fruit tree oasis and my husband 
gleefully stated we can finally put in fake grass or concrete because 
nothing grows back there anyway. While researching Tu B’Shvat a 
few days ago so I could find something insightful or perhaps come 
up with a Sisterhood event involving trees, I accidentally clicked 
on something which led me to an incredible website called Fast 
Growing Trees. You can actually buy trees with the fruit already 
on them! They tell you what grows best in your zip code and 
basically do all the work for you- aside from keeping them alive, 
which has always been a true struggle for me. But the fruit! I get 
the fruit right away. My husband always says I don’t know why you 
need trees when you can buy all these fruits at Publix. It’s just not 
the same. Luckily, we didn’t start putting together a plan for the 
backyard, because in just a few days, my new garden will consist 
of a fig, pomegranate, and lemon tree!

Perhaps this will be a source of entertainment for my kids when 
all other forms of entertainment in South Florida are packed by 
out of towners arriving for yeshiva break. For those of us who stick 

around, we are forced to have to make a reservation at our favorite 
restaurants more than a day in advance. I actually don’t mind the 
out-of-town visitors, as it allows me to see old friends who we 
only get to see once a year. This also helps us to continue to build 
these friendships as the years go on, and our kids develop stronger 
bonds as well. It’s very fitting that Tu B’Shvat falls out on yeshiva 
break, as they unknowingly have similar underlying messages. We 
see the connection between nurturing trees to flourish, as well as 
strengthening ties with old friends. 

While many of us plan to take a break from reality with our 
vacations or our kids running amuck for lack of structure, knowing 
the school year is half over is a reminder that time is flying by. Our 
Sisterhood board is planning the events for the second half of the 
year, including, but not limited to, our Breast Health Awareness 
Event, Mishloach Manot, Paint Night, Flower Arranging, Yoga, 
Torat Imeinu, and other events that may pop up. Regarding 
our Breast Health Awareness Event, we will be partnering with 
Sharsheret and JScreen, who will be providing BRCA testing to 
anyone who signs up. Like last year, our on-sight BRCA testing 
was a major draw and allowed our community an easier way 
to screen for these markers. We had two phlebotomists for the 
testing, however, this year it will be a non-invasive saliva test. We 
will be opening up the testing to men in our community as well, 
prior to the event. Because this topic is so crucial and hits close 
to home for a majority of us, we encourage you to bring friends, 
siblings, neighbors, co-workers, and anyone who can truly benefit 
from this kind of event. 

Our Mah Jongg event last month was a huge success and 
brought together women from various social groups and ages, 
for a game we all love. Thank you to the women who continue 
to support everything we’re trying to do for our shul and please 
reach out to us with any ideas for events we can create! Maybe 
we can somehow come up with a Tu B’Shvat event for next year- 
preferably something more lavish than bringing a tiny seedling 
home in a Dixie cup!

                                                                                           -Lauren

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENTS' 
MESSAGE

LAUREN STAMM & BINYAMINA ZAHAVI
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BAR/BAT MITZVOT
Mickey & Arin Taillard on their son Rafi becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
Bill & Batzi Berman on the occasion of their granddaughter, 
Jannie becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
Avi & Orah Lasko on their daughter Sophie becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah. Mazal Tov to grandparents, Arlene & Sam Lasko and all 
the aunts and uncles and cousins.
Yoshua & Samantha Markell on their daughter Ariella Emunah 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
Justin & Erica Zisquit on their son Jaden becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
Barry & Lois Levontin on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson 
Evan, son of Elliot & Shari Levontin. 
Daniella Sperber & Yoni Sperber in honor of their son, Judah 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah. Mazel tov to grandmother Silvia Sperber.
Adam & Denise Snow in honor of their daughter Natalie 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

BIRTHS
Rabbi Tzvi & Karen Nightingale on the birth of a granddaughter, 
born to their children Tzippy & Yehuda Sahar. 
Esther & Salomon Imiak on the birth of a grandson, born to their 
children Tali & Avi Friedman.
Eitan & Cindy Siev on the birth of their grandson Amichai Yosef, 
born to their children Dahlia & Noah Kravetsky. 
Renee & Elliot Kugelman on the birth of a granddaughter to 
Kimberly & Gabe Rudansky. Mazel Tov also to aunt & uncle Aliza & 
Peter Klechevsky, & great aunt and uncle, Judy & Moshe Grushko.
Avinoam & Irene Agame on the birth of their daughter.
Gerald & Ruth Mayerhoff on the birth of a grandson born to 
their children Menachem & Chana Guttman. 
Vivian & Marc Hammerman on the birth of their granddaughter 
born to Esther and Igor Chern.  

ENGAGEMENTS & MARRIAGES
Suchie & Raisy Gittler on the engagement of their son Joshua to 
Daniella Deutsch.
Hanna & Ilya Shekhter on the engagement of their daughter Yaffa 
to Jordan Stebbins.
Sara & Ronnie Gottlieb on the marriage of their granddaughter 
Shiffy Sklar to Bini Rosenbaum. 
Steven & Sarah Jacoby on the engagement on their son, Darren to 
Alex Ratzker. 

CONDOLENCES  
Eli (& Dvora) Avisar on the passing of his beloved mother, Marisa 
(Miriam) Avisar z”l.
David (& Gail) Gold on the passing of his father, Eli Gold z”l.
Dr. Paul & Yvonne Ginsberg on the passing of their beloved son, Neil z”l.
Henry (& Raya) Blum on the passing of his mother, Betty Blum z”l.

KIDDUSH SPONSORS
7:00 AM MINYAN: 
Suchie & Raisy Gittler in honor of the engagement of their son 
Joshua to Daniella Deutsch.
Ira Posner & Sheila Klee in memory of his father, William Posner 

z”l on the occasion of his yahrzeit. 
Jeff & Tzipi Simon in honor of their children.
Herb & Edith Fishler in honor of Rabbi Weinstock’s contract renewal.
8:00 AM MINYAN: 
Hannah & David Hostyk in honor of his father, Yosef ben David 
z”l on the occasion of his yahrzeit. 
Dr. David & Sandy Epstein in memory of his father, R’ Nachman 
ben Yizchak HaLevi Epstein z”l on the occasion of his yahrzeit.
Susan & Ruben Gotlieb in honor of Dr. Robert Hirsch celebrating 
his retirement after 40 years practicing Hematology and Oncology 
in the South Florida community.
Dr. Mark & Daryl Miller Lamet in memory of his father Isaac 
Lamet z"l on the occasion of his yahrzeit.
Irwin & Fran Gottlieb to commemorate the yahrzeit of Irwin's 
father, Leo Gottlieb z"l.
 in honor of their newest great grandchildren: Meir Yakov, 
 son of Dovid & Shani Listhaus; Adina Brocha, daughter 
 of Daniel & Elisheva Listhaus; Shaina Liora & Matan Or, 
 twins of Amitai & Allison Schwartz.
9:00 AM MINYAN: 
Perry & Deirdre Stein in honor of his mother, Lore Stein-Blima 
bas Shmuel Avraham z”l on the occasion of her yahrzeit.
The Taillard Family in honor of Rafi Taillard’s Bar Mitzvah.
Yoshua & Samantha Markell in honor of Ariella Emunah 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
Daniella Sperber & Yoni Sperber in honor of Judah's Bar Mitzvah.
SUEDAH SHLISHIT: 
James & Nessa Reich in honor of Chanukah.
TEEN MINYAN KIDDUSH: 
Rabbi Yosef & Rebecca Weinstock & family in honor of Avi's Bar 
Mitzvah anniversary and  Rav Oded Karavani & all of our Chayalim.
Harrison & Michelle Nadel & Family in honor of Cobey's Bar 
Mitzvah anniversary.

HASHAVUAH
(Shabbat Announcements)
Justin & Erica Zisquit in honor of their son Jaden’s Bar Mitzvah.

PULPIT FLOWERS 
Justin & Erica Zisquit in honor of their son Jaden’s Bar Mitzvah.

TORAH DIALOGUE 
Justin & Erica Zisquit in honor of their son Jaden’s Bar Mitzvah.
Dr. Trudy Abramson & Family in memory of Rabbi Dr. Teddy 
Abramson z”l. 

SIMCHAS / SHABBAT DONORS
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מעוניין לעלות לארץ? קיבלת ירושה בארץ ואינך 
  יודע מה לעשות? מעוניין לרכוש נכס בארץ?

 
 עו"ד יובל קוצר, מוסמך לעריכת דין בישראל.   

954-665-7442 
Yuval Kotzer, LLB. 

 
FBI Criminal Background Checks 

Assistance for Aliyah, Positions or 
Licenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PERSONAL
TRANSPORTATION

SERVICE

Jeff Schiff
954.270.0488

Licensed and Insured
Shomer Shabbat
jeffreyschiff@bellsouth.net

BROWARD • MIAMI DADE • PALM BEACH
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ABBY’S CLOSET
Clothing for needy children in memory of Abby Ginsberg
David & Joan Kornbluth in memory of Eli Avisar’s mother, 
Marisa Avisar z”l.
 in memory of Eli Gold’s father, David Gold z”l. 
Sam & Sandra Libraty in honor to Paul & Yvonne Ginsberg on 
their grandson’s Bar Mitzvah.
Ethan & Cindy Siev in honor of the birth of their grandson, 
Amichai Yosef.
Daniel Stahl in memory of Abe Chames - Avraham Zev ben 
Yaakov z”l, on the occasion of his yahrzeit.

ADULT EDUCATION
Sam & Judy Sugar in memory of his mother, Chaya Rochel bas 
Shmuel z”l on the occasion of her yahrzeit.
CHABURAH SHIUR SPONSORS:
Gershon & Aviva Distenfeld in memory of all the kedoshim 
murdered recently & for a safe return of all hostages.
Sidney Weiser in memory of his father, Yosef Tzvi ben Shalom - 
Joseph Weiser z”l on the occasion of his yahrzeit.
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE SPONSORS
MICHAEL HELFAND:
Marc & Lori Ben-Ezra in memory her father, Allen Lederman z”l.
Daphna & Raymond Cleeman in memory of his father, Paul 
Cleeman z”l.
Menashe & Jamie Frank in memory of his father, Shmuel ben 
Avraham HaLevi z”l.  
Marc & Vivian Hammerman in memory of her mother, Hilda 
Elson z”l.
Ari & Cheryl Pearl in memory of his father, Harry Pearl z”l.
Sam & Heather Sered in memory of his mother, Roberta Sered z”l.
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE SPONSORS
RABBI MEIR SOLOVEITCHIK:
Jay & Ellen Adler in memory of Shirley & Aaron Feder, Lillian & 
Joseph Adler & Lianna Tikva Saiman
Ari & Simone Blaine in honor & memory of Suzanne Blaine z”l, 
beloved mother & grandmother. 
Gary & Sandy Bloom in memory of her father, Lazar Kuflik z”l.
Bernie & Marta Friedman in memory of his father, Charlie 
Friedman z”l & for a refuah shleimah for his wife, Marta - Bleema 
Chaya bat Raisel Yittel.
Monica & David Genet in memory of their beloved parents, Evelyn 
& Martin Genet z”l & Eugenia & Issac Rosen z”l, who were all strong, 
resilient, proud Zionists & devoted to the Jewish community.
Rivka & Norman Ginsparg in memory of her father, Rabbi 
Yehuda Kelemer z”l. 
Levi & Risa Kahane, Michelle & Bruce Taragin, Reuven & Julie 
Kahane & Batya Kahane-Hyman in memory of Baruch David 
Kahane z”l.
Philippe & Stacey Leiberman in memory of his mother, Sylvia 
Lieberman - Tzirel Libah ben Shalom Shachna z”l. 
Barry & Lois Levontin in memory of his father, Ralph Levontin - 
Yerachmiel ben Avraham HaKohen z”l 
Regina Saada in memory of Abe Saada z”l by his family.

Ilana & Leon Melnitsky in memory of her father, Solomon ben 
Solika z”l.
Elaine & Ellis Sinyor in memory of her mother, Lottie Kornbluth z”l. 
Sid Weiser in memory of his father, Yosef Tzvi ben Shalom z”l. 
Judy & Larry Weiss in honor of Tzahal & all those working 
towards Israel’s benefit in these challenging times.

ADULT PROGRAMMING
EMPTY NESTER SPONSORS
Uri & Judy Aqua
Alvin & Tamara Cohen
Ronald & Risa Steiner
SISTERHOOD MAH JONGG SPONSORS
Steven & Elana Lazar
Perry & Deirdre Stein

CHARITY FUND
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jason Appleson
Dror & Avivit Ben-Aharon
Samuel & Ronit Bentolila in honor of our soldiers.
Howard & Carol Bienenfeld in memory of David Gold’s father, 
Eli Gold z”l.
Usher & Brenda Bryn in memory of David Gold’s father, Eli Gold z”l.
 in memory of Yosie Goldberger’s father, Ernie Goldberger z”l.
 in memory of Eli Avisar’s mother, Marisa Avisar z”l.
Joel & Barbara Coplowitz
David Freedman
Steven Friedman
Tzvi Frohlinger & Yerucham Winer
Ezra & Caroline Greenberg
Rabbi Gavriel & Estee Grossman
Samuel Joseph
Mayor Kovacs
Mark Lynn
David Paige
Nachum Retter
Sean Ritterman & Anita Morgensztern
David & Carrie Schulman
Howard & Dena Seif

DONATIONS
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Ready to Say Goodbye to IT Worries? Let's Chat:
https://solutionssquad.com/quickchat

Imagine a world where IT headaches are a thing of 
the past. Hey, you're a business owner, not an IT 

expert, right? That's where we come in.
Our Our Expertly Managed IT Services are like having 

your personal IT superhero team – always there, 
always ready. We're not just about fixing problems; 
we're about helping make sure they don't happen. 
Cybersecurity? Consider it handled. Tech issues? 

We've got your back.
WWith us, you're not just another client; you're part of 

our family. And we take care of our own.

Ever Dreamed of Effortless IT?
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CHARITY FUND CONTINUED:
Ethan & Cindy Siev in honor of their grandson, Amichai Yosef.
Josh & Sharona Whisler
Fred & Lori Wittlin

SEFORIM FUND
Prayer Books, chumashim, machzorim & Library Books
Alvin & Tamara Cohen in memory of Eli Avisar's mother, Marisa 
Avisar z"l. 
 in memory of Moshe Averbuch's grandson, Binyamin   
 Airley z"l.
Stuart & Tova Courtney 
Robert & Debbie Hirsch in memory of Maxine Gill's mother, 
Evelyn Cohen z"l.

SHUL DONATION
Operating budget
Uri & Judy Aqua in memory of Moshe Averbuch's grandson, 
Binyamin Airley z"l.
Albert & Sarah Ashkenazi in appreciation of his Aliyah in the 
Sephardic Minyan.
Eli & Dvora Avisar in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit Midrash. 
 in memory of his mother, Marisa Avisar z”l.
Earl & Donna Barron to commemorate the yahrzeit of his father, 
Jack Barron z"l.
Marc & Lori Ben-Ezra in appreciation of his Aliyah in the 
Sephardic Minyan.
Samuel & Ronit Bentolila in appreciation of his Aliyah in the 
Sephardic Minyan.
Josh & Rachel Cohen in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit 
Midrash.
David & Stacey Deutsch in memory of his mother, Annie Deutsch z”l.
Gabe & Karen Deutsch in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Chesky & Talia Eisenberger in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Ari Erlichman
Herb & Edith Fishler in appreciation of his Aliyah.
 in honor of Esther & Solomon Imiak's new grandson.
Carey & Eve Franco
Michael & Sharon Freudenstein in appreciation of his Aliyah in 
the Beit Midrash.
Avi & Dina Frisch in appreciation of their son, Daniel’s Aliyah.
Stan & Marla Frohlinger in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Paula Gassel in memory of her husband, Arnold Gassel z"l.
Joey & Joy Gluska in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Sephardic 
Minyan.
Sara Gruber
Yonah Hardy
Eduardo Edbenstein visiting from Uruguay in appreciation of the 
office staff.
Salomon & Esther Imiak in honor of changing the sign for Kislev.
Ari & Bashie Kellerman in appreciation of their son, Ami’s Aliyah.
Joseph Kilimnick in honor of Ilya Shekhter.
Roi & Tali Klein in memory of Hannah Erica Klein z"l.
Mark & Crissy Kogan in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit 

Midrash.
Danielle & Lawrence Kossove in appreciation of his Aliyah in the 
Beit Midrash Minyan. 
Sam & Arlene Lasko in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Larry & Teena Lerner in memory of Phil Baratz’s mother, Ricki 
Baratz z"l.
Barry & Carole Lynn in memory of Moshe Averbuch's grandson, 
Binyamin Airley z"l.
Daniel & Anniel Nagler in honor of Roberto Matalon.
Jay Novetsky in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit Midrash.
Harry & Haviva Peters
Michael & Devorah Rosen
Matt & Dina Roth in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Mark & Naomi Rubin in appreciation of his Aliyah
Fred Schulman in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit Midrash.
Peter & Cyndi Scher in appreciation of Rebbetzein Davis for 
assisting Cyndi in minyan. 
Ilya & Hanna Shekhter in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Cindy & Ethan Siev in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Yisroel & Goldie Silverman in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Laurence & Martha Smolley in appreciation of his Aliyah.
 in memory of Moshe Averbuch's grandson, Binyamin   
 Airley z"l.
Nelson & Sheila Stark in memory of his father, Emil Stark z”l.
Simeon & Lauren Stamm in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Perry & Deirdre Stein in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Jonah Turk in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit Midrash.
Jayne & Iz Warman in memory of Moshe Averbuch's grandson, 
Binyamin Airley z"l.
Neal & Bonnie Weinreb in memory of Eli Avisar’s mother, Marisa 
Avisar z”l.
Sidney Weiser in appreciation of his Aliyah.
 in memory of Yosef Tzvi ben Shalom z”l. 
Moshe Wischogrodski in appreciation of his Aliyah in the Beit Midrash.
David Wolgin in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Harold & Nancy Zombek in appreciation of his Aliyah.
Jonathon & Rachelle Zucker in memory of Moshe Averbuch's 
grandson, Binyamin Airley z"l.

RENOVATION DONORS
Gabi & Jillian Gliksberg

TOMCHEI SHABBOS
Shabbat Meals for needy families in the community
Joe Andisman & Robin Dubowitz 
Harrison & Michelle Nadel
Fred & Lori Wittlin

YIH ISRAEL SOLIDARITY FUND
Trudy Abramson
Jay & Ellen Adler
Simon Assor
Avraham Skurowitz
Lisa Beitler

DONATIONS
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ISRAEL SOLIDARITY FUND CONTINUED:
Issac & Joyce Ben-Ezra
Dani Bengio & Marcie Bitton
Samuel & Ronit Bentolila 
Susan Chusid
Alvin & Tamara Cohen
Joel & Barbara Coplowitz in memory of Robert & Jennifer 
Airley’s son & Moshe Averbuch's grandson, Binyamin Airley z"l.
 in memory of David Gold’s father, Eli Gold z”l.
Edward & Jamie Czinn in response to Ronen Zour's appeal for 
equipment for our Israeli soldiers.
Jay Dennis
Jordan & Tammy Ditchek
David & Sandy Epstein
Walter & Fay Fingerer
Carey & Eve Franco
Paul & Yvonne Ginsberg
Ben & Anna Greenberg
Stuart & Pamela Gross
Charles & Vera Hirsh
Steven & Sarah Jacoby
Daniel & Florence Kaweblum
Robert Knopf & Nechama Schwartz
David & Joan Kornbluth
Joel & Ronit Kornbluth in honor of the Rosh Chodesh Yaale 
V’yavo auction.
Yoni & Tali Kozlowski
Stephen & Roni Kurtz in memory of Sam Leff z”l on the occasion 
of his yahrzeit. 
Mark & Ettie Langer

Barry & Lois Levontin
Itzik Levy
Sam & Sandra Libraty
Adam & Gabrielle Link
Ruvain Miller
Adam & Perla Pollock
Curtiss & Rella Pulitzer
Barry & Susan Robbin
Ricky Rothstein
Islon & Eve Seliger
Ethan & Cindy Siev
Yisroel & Goldie Silverman
Tammy Stern
Yitz & Shelly Tuchman
Alan & Joan Weinstock
Fred & Lori Wittlin

YOUTH CONTRIBUTIONS
Tsachi & Jessica Baitner

VESHINANTAM SPONSORS
Akiva & Mimi Friend

LATKE NIGHT SPONSORS 
Tsachi & Jessica Baitner
Zack & Shira Baratz
Yonah Hardy
Daniel & Florence Kaweblum
Yitzchak & Gabriella Mendlowitz
Yoram & Bella Padeh in memory of Ilonka Schwartz Padeh, MD, z”l.

DONATIONS

ADVERTISING BULLETIN RATES
PER ISSUE

Advertise for the year/11 issues, only pay for 10!
Early Bird Special 5% off if paid in full

EMAIL MELISSA@YIH.ORG

YIH Member
FULL PAGE: $400/$450 color

HALF PAGE: $200
QUARTER PAGE: $100
BUSINESS CARD: $55

Non-Member
FULL PAGE: $450/$500 color

HALF PAGE: $250
QUARTER PAGE: $125
BUSINESS CARD: $65
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South Florida 
Jewish Cemetery

The highest standards in Jewish burial

South Florida Jewish Cemetery is conveniently 
located in the center of Palm Beach County.

As a nonprofit we are able to offer plots starting at 
$3,600, with no extra fee for opening and closing.

The only Green Burial  
cemetery in South Florida 
(approved by the Green Burial Council)

Non-profit cemetery

Traditional burial

Simple pricing,  
no hidden fees

Respect for the 
environment

Caring, all-Jewish staff

561.264.4364
6081 S CONGRESS AVE  ·  LAKE WORTH, FL
WWW.SFJC.ORG  ·  INFO@SFJC.ORG

 If you are considering cremation because of financial reasons, please reach out to us. 
We are committed to providing a proper Jewish burial for every Jew.

Affordable. Authentic. Green.
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QUESTION: What bracha is recited on mushrooms?
ANSWER: The Gemara (Brachot 40b) states that the beracha 
for mushrooms is shehakol. Although mushrooms grow on the 
ground, their beracha is shehakol because they do not draw 
nutrients from the earth. Nonetheless, the fact that a mushroom 
grows on the ground is halachically significant for a few reasons. 
For example, the Aruch Hashulchan (204:5) writes that if one 
accidentally recited borei pri ha’adama on a mushroom, the 
bracha is valid after the fact. Even though mushrooms do not 
draw nutrients from the earth, they do grow on the ground, and 
pri ha’adoma (fruit of the ground) is a valid description. Another 
example realtes to the laws of Shabbat.  Harvesting a mushroom 
on Shabbat is a violation of the melacha of kotzeir since the 
mushroom grows on the ground, even though it does not draw 
nutrition from the ground.

QUESTION: I read online that there are Rabbis who obligate a 
person to donate a kidney if s/he is physically able to do so. Is this 
true according to Halacha?
ANSWER: First, don’t believe everything that you read on the 
internet! However in this case you are correct that there is a Satmar 
Dayan who lives in Antwerp who ruled that a person is obligated 
nowadays to donate a kidney if they are eligible to do so. The history 
of halachic regarding kidney donation parallels the developments 

in the procedure that have made it progressively less risky for a 
healthy person to donate a kidney. When live kidney donations 
were first introduced, Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg and Rav Ovadia 
Yosef both ruled that it was forbidden for a person to subject him/
herself to that degree of risk in order to potentially save another 
person. As the success rates for live kidney donation increased 
and the risks decreased, other halachic authorities weighed in and 
said that kidney donation is allowed (perhaps even a mitzvah) but 
not an obligation. The basis of this position is the fact that the 
rate of complication for kidney donors is somewhere between 1 
in 3300 and 1 in 5,000. According to the Sdei Chemed something 
is considered in Halacha to be a “sure thing” when the risk factor 
is greater than 1 in 10,000. The Satmar Dayan may disagree with 
the Sdei Chemed and feel that the current risk of complications 
for a kidney donor is low enough that other values begin to come 
into play such as “do not stand idly by the blood of your friend” 
or the general obligation to save a person who is in danger if 
you can do so without definitely risking your life. Most Poskim 
continue to hold that donating a kidney today is not an obligation 
but it is definitely permissible and definitely a mitzvah to do so. 
RENEWAL is a leader in facilitating live kidney donations within 
the Jewish community.  To learn more go to their website: https://
www.renewal.org/ 

Q & A
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KANFEI: 3 AMAZING PROGRAMS
ALASKA-HAWAII-NEW ZEALAND-AUSTRALIA

TRAVEL-ADVENTURE-SPIRITUALITY-CHALLENGE-GROWTH

BNOS KANFEI-ALL GIRLS COED KANFEI ALL BOYS KANFEI

EXCERPT FROM A LETTER FROM A PARENT OF KANFEI 2023…
““DDeeaarr  RRaabbbbii  SScchheeiinnffeelldd……..II  jjuusstt  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ffrroomm  tthhee  bboottttoomm  ooff  mmyy  hheeaarrtt  ffoorr  ggiivviinngg  mmyy  ggiirrllss  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr  ooff  aa  lliiffeettiimmee…………  TThheeiirr  ffaacceess  lliigghhtt  uupp  eevveerryy  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  iitt,,  mmaakkeess  mmee  
wwiisshh  II  ccoouulldd’’vvee  ggoonnee  oonn  tthhee  ttrriipp  aass  wweellll!!    FFrroomm,,eevveenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ttrriipp  ssttaarrtteedd,,  jjuusstt  bbyy  llooookkiinngg  aatt  tthhee  iittiinneerraarryy  aanndd  ttaallkkiinngg  ttoo  yyoouu  tthhrroouugghh  aa  ffeeww  bbrriieeff  pphhoonnee  ccaallllss  II  ccoouulldd  tteellll  iitt  wwaass  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  aann  
iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ttrriipp..  HHoowweevveerr  II  nneevveerr  iimmaaggiinneedd  tthhee  mmaaggnniittuuddee  ooff  hhaappppiinneessss  aanndd  ggrroowwtthh  II  wwoouulldd  sseeee  iinn  mmyy  ggiirrllss..  TThheeyy  ggaaiinneedd  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ttrriipp  bbootthh  ssppiirriittuuaallllyy,,  iinntteelllleeccttuuaallllyy  aanndd  ssoocciiaallllyy.""

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER 2024
KANFEI.COM             BNOSKANFEI.COM             KANFEIBOYS.COM 

CONTACT RABBI SCHEINFELD: CAMPKANFEI@GMAIL.COM | 201-362-0310
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LET PAYMASTER HELP YOU DISCOVER THE
PERFECT SOLUTION FOR YOUR BUSINESS:
PAYROLL, TIME MANAGEMENT, AND HR
INFO MADE EASY! 

CALL TODAY WITH NO OBLIGATION TO SEE IF YOU
QUALIFY FOR UP TO $26,000 PER EMPLOYEE ASK
FOR PRINCE (954)-565-5635  
PBELONY@PAYMASTER.NET
“A DONATION WILL BE MADE TO THE SYNAGOGUE FOR EVERY BUSINESS
THAT QAULIFIES FOR THE ERC OR  SIGNS UP FOR PAYROLL SERVICES”

YOUR ONE STOP FOR BOTH THE EMPLOYEE RETENTION CREDIT AND PAYROLL NEEDS

 Custom-Fit: Adapts to your needs.
 Effortless Payroll: Quick and easy.
 Simple Time Tracking: Monitor staff hours.
 Manage HR Info: Easy employee data.
 Local Support: Area experts at your   
service.
 Clear Reports: Quick insights.
 Data Security: Your HR data, safe.
 Great Value: Transparent pricing, no
surprises.

Perfect Payroll & HR Solution with E-Verify
Integration with Seamless compliance:

Transform your HR with us today. Make life
simpler – Call us now! 954-565-5635

28+ years in business, your
audit ally for the long haul.
We’ll still be around long after
the pop ups have closed down.

PayMaster performs its due
diligence in researching each
business's situation to ensure
it meets the strict eligibility
requirements.

Thousands of Companies trust
PayMaster for ERC success –
Unlock up to $26,000 per
employee. You could be
eligible regardless of whether
you’ve received a PPP loan. 

Don't Fall Victim to ERTC Fraud –
Trust PayMaster to Safeguard Your
Business! 
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Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
W

ednesday

8
(27 TEVET)

9
(28 TEVET)

10
(29 TEVET)

11
12

13
(1 SHVAT)

(2 SHVAT)
(3 SHVAT)

7
(26 TEVET)

15
(5 SHVAT)

16
(6 SHVAT)

17
(7 SHVAT)

18
19

20
(8 SHVAT)

(9 SHVAT)
(10 SHVAT)

14
(4 SHVAT)

22
(12 SHVAT)

23
(13 SHVAT)

24
(14 SHVAT)

25
26

27
(15 SHVAT)

(16 SHVAT)
(17 SHVAT)

21
(11 SHVAT)

29
(19 SHVAT)

28
(18 SHVAT)

1
(20 TEVET)

2
(21 TEVET)

3
(22 TEVET)

6
(25 TEVET)

S. 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Sephardic 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

RO
SH C

HO
DESH

S. 6:00, 7:00, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
C

andle Lighting 5:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:30 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:35 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
C

andle Lighting 5:36 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

S. 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Sephardic 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:40 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:40 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:40 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

S. 6:00, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
C

andle Lighting 5:41 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

28
29

(16 TEVET)
(17 TEVET)

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:20 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30; 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
C

andle Lighting 5:20 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

BESHALAC
H

See box for Shabbat tim
es

M
incha 5:40 pm

M
aariv 6:35 pm

Shabbat Ends 6:40 pm30
(18 TEVET)

VAYEC
HI

See box for Shabbat tim
es

M
incha 5:15 pm

M
aariv 6:14 pm

Shabbat Ends 6:19 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:40 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:40 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:45 pm

S. 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Sephardic 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:45 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:50 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:45 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:50 pm

31
(13 AV)

31
(19 TEVET)

S. 7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 6:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 7:55 pm

30
(20 SHVAT)

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:45 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:50 pm

31
(21 SHVAT)

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:45 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:50 pm

S. 7:00, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Sephardic 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:35 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:40 pm

N
EW

 YEAR’S DAY
S.  7:15, 8:00, 9:00 am
B.M

. 6:45, 8:30 am
Plag M

incha 4:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

1
(16 TISHREI)

SUKKO
T

See box for Yom
 Tov tim

es

M
incha/M

aariv 6:55 pm
Yom

 Tov Ends 7:47 pm

SHEM
O

T
SH

A
BBA

T M
EV

O
RC

H
IM

See box for Shabbat tim
es

M
incha 5:20 pm

M
aariv 6:19 pm

Shabbat Ends 6:24 pm

VAERA
See box for Shabbat tim

es
M

incha 5:25 pm
M

aariv 6:24 pm
Shabbat Ends 6:29 pm

BO
See box for Shabbat tim

es
M

incha 5:30 pm
M

aariv 6:29 pm
Shabbat Ends 6:34 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
Plag M

incha 4:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

4
(23 TEVET)

5
(24 TEVET)

S. 6:15, 7:15, 8:00 am
B.M

. 6:45 am
Plag M

incha 4:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

S. 6:15, 7:30, 8:00 am
B.M

. 7:00 am
C

andle Lighting 5:25 pm
M

incha/M
aariv 5:25 pm

FULL SC
H

ED
ULE O

F  SH
A

BBA
T

7:00 am
 - Sanctuary • 8:00 am

 (Upstairs) Room
 1-2 • 8:45 am

 - Beit M
idrash • 8:45 am

 - Sephardic M
inyan Library

9:00 am
 - Sanctuary • 9:15 am

 - Social H
all • 9:15 am

 - Youth M
inyan Sm

all C
hapel • 9:30 am

 - Teen M
inyan M

odular
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$250 SPONSORSHIP FOR THE YEAR

The family of Rabbi Dr. Ted Abramson (z"l) in honor of the Daf Yomi 
participants L'hagdil Torah u'/eha'adirah.
Jay & Ellen Adler in memory of their granddaughter Liana Tikva Saiman (z"l). 
Tsachi & Dr. Jessica Baitner in memory of her father Silvio Sperber (z"l).
Earl & Donna Barron in memory of his parents Jack & Sarah Barron (z"l).
Lisa Beitler in memory of her father Larry Schechter (z"l).
Dror & Avivit Ben-Aharon in memory of her mother Riva Fox (z"l).
Kobi & Bracha Berkson in memory of his cousin Rhonda Ores (z"l).
William & Batzi Berman 
Howard Bienenfeld & Carol Lasek for refuah sheleima for their son Jered 
Bienenfeld (Baruch Yered ben Brinah Sarah).
Gary & Sandra Bloom in honor of their children and grandchildren.
Carol Carmel in memory of her mother Joan Hirshorn (z"l).
Alvin & Tamara Cohen in honor of their children Stephan Cohen, Tammy 
Cohen & Elana Nawy, grandchildren Sammy Nawy, Danielle Goldfeld & 
Ben Nawy.
Stuart & Tova Courtney in memory of Tova's parents Asher & Masha 
Moshkovsky (z"l), Tova's brother Chanon Moshkovsky (z"l), Stuart's 
parents Richard & Frieda Courtney (z"l), Tova's beloved aunt and uncle 
Rivka & Shabtai Moshkovsky (z"l).
Edward & Jamie Czinn in memory of Ed's sister Aliza Sherman (z"l).
The Danis family in memory of Susu's mother Elka bat Yisroel (z"l), and 
father Yitzhak Bunim ben David (z"l) & Stephen's father Aharon ben 
Shimon (z"l).
Belle Davis in honor of Rabbi Edward & Meira Davis, and in memory of 
Martin Davis (z"l), & Daryl Klonoff (z"l), & Gale Teitelbaum (z"l). 
Gershon & Aviva Distenfeld for a refuah sheleima for Raizal Shoshana bas 
Aviva Chana.
Jordan & Tammy Ditchek and family
Sally, Enrique, Nicole & Baruch, Tali, Josh & Abby Eichner in memory of 
Sally's father Leon Kanner (z"l).
Wally & Fay Fingerer 
Lippy & Mati Fischman
Herb and Edie Fishier in memory of their parents (z"l).
Aaron Flajsing & Marisa Kessler in honor of their parents Dennis Kessler 
& Cheryl Kessler and Rachel & Steve Flajsing.
Carey & Eve Franco in memory of their parents Isaac & Bella Franco.
Stephanie & Meyer Friedman in memory of Stephanie's parents Selma & 
Herman Halper (z"l), grandparents Bella & Moshe Aharon Spindel (z"l), 
Bella & David Halper (z"l), Aunt & Uncle Estelle & Herbert Adelstein (z"l), 
Great Aunt Ceilia Halper (z"l), and Meyer's parents Rose & Moshe Aharon 
Friedman (z"l) & sister Hinda Pessel Friedman (z"l).
Marla & Stan Frohlinger in honor of their children and grandchildren.
Avidan & Melissa Frommer
Vera & Charles Hirsh in honor of their children & grandchildren 
The Hostyk Family in honor of their children.
Doron & DV Kahn for a refuah sheleimah for all those in need. 
Lev & Raya Kandinov in honor of their parents and children.
The Kogan Family 
Natalia & Monica Ghitelman in memory of his father Moises Ghitelman (z"l).
Ira & Miriam Ginsberg in memory of their parents Abe & Tillie Simon 
(z"l), and Max & Hana Ginsberg (z"l). 

Paul & Yvonne Ginsberg in honor of all their children & grandchildren. 
Bob & Debbie Hirsch in memory of his parents Murray & Roslyn Hirsch 
(z"l), and in honor of their children & grandchildren.
Rabbi Yossi & Mimi Jankovits in memory of Menachem Mendel ben 
David (z"l).
Dr. Lauren Kimmel in honor of her beloved husband Dr. Steven Kimmel.
Doris & Jonathan Konovitch in memory of Jonathan's parents, Bernyce 
and Rabbi Harold Konovitch (z"l), Jonathan's sister, Robyn L. Konovitch 
(z"l), & Doris' parents Walter & Margie Berger (z"l).
Shelly & Lynda Levin in memory of her parents Sol & Faye Comet (z"l), 
and his parents Dr. Hyman & Dorothy Levin (z"l).
Isaac & Nahva Maman in honor of the birth of their daughter Liana Belle.
Joshua & Roberta Miller in honor of the Young Israel of Hollywood Ft. 
Lauderdale community.
Ira Posner & Sheila Klee in honor of his wife Sheila Klee.
Dr. Sam & Mrs. Deborah Rand & Jacob Bean in memory of Dr. Abraham 
Rand (z"l), and Rabbi Yaacov Yosef Rand (z"l).
Nessa & Jim Reich in honor of their parents, and in memory of their dear 
mother Shayna Esther bat Chana (z"l).
Dr. Lawrence & Toby Reiss in honor of their wonderful children & 
grandchildren.
Jeff Resnick in loving memory of his parents Rhoda & Stanley Resnick (z"l).
Sean & Anita Ritterman in memory of his father Shlomo Pinchas (z"l) & 
his uncle Baruch Alexander Zisha Ritterman (z"l).
Howard & Ellen Rotterdam in memory of their parents Henry & Manya 
Goldberg (z"l) & George & Lillian Rotterdam (z"l), and in honor of their 
children and grandchildren.
Alexander & Eva Rosner in memory of their beloved parents, Jacob & Yoly 
Sojcher (z"l) and Joel and Edith Rosner (z"l).
Daniel & Deborah Salama in memory of their beloved Rivka bat Sara (z"l)
and Baruch ben Abraham (z"l).
Jeffrey & Risa Schiff & family in memory of her beloved parents Natalie 
and Philip Manas (z"l), Rabbi Solomon Schiff (z"l) & aunt Miriam 
Silverman (z"l).
Myra Shulkes & family in memory of Dr. Howard Shulkes (z"l).
Schulman Family in honor of their children.
Dr. Ethan & Cindy Siev in honor of their children & grandchildren.
Maish & Tziviah Staiman in memory of her mother Judie Warman (z"l). 
Candice, Steven & Skyler Stark & Aaron Gutis in memory of Dale Pianko (z"l).
Perry & Deirdre Stein in memory of her son Elias (z"l).
Ronald & Risa Steiner in honor of their wonderful children & grand-
children.
David & Haya Tepper and family in honor of Tzahal.
Keith & Jessica Wasserstrom in honor of Barry and Glenda Wasserstrom (z"l).
Larry & Judy Weiss in memory of their daughter Elizabeth Susan Weiss 
(z"l), his father Seymour S. Weiss (z"l), & mother Roslyn L. Weiss (z"l), & 
Judy's father Benjamin Hammerman (z"l).
Fred & Lori Wittlin in honor of their children & grandchildren.

SHABBAT SPONSORS for 5784
Thank you to our generous sponsors who through their kindness make our unsponsored Kiddushim & Seudot Shlishit possible!

Please Renew or Join for 5784 Please call the office 954-966-7877 or email reva@yih.org



29

  
a Jewish Legacy:a Jewish Legacy:

You can create

By passing on your values to your family & community

By perpetuating the culture & programs you love here

By becoming a part of something larger than yourself 

By ensuring the vitality of our kehillah in the future

To find out how, please contact one of our Life and Legacy Team Members:

Anonymous
Mr. Tsachi & Dr. Jessica Baitner
Mr. Marc & Dr. Lori Ben-Ezra
Mr. Andre & Mrs. Alisa Benayoun
Dr. William & Mrs. Batzi Berman
Mr. Howard Bienenfeld & Mrs. Carol Lasek
Mr. Gary & Mrs. Sandra Bloom
Dr. Alvin & Dr. Tamara Cohen
Steve & Susu Danis
Rabbi Edward & Mrs. Meira Davis
Mrs. Sandra Edelboim
Dr. Sheldon Estreicher
Rabbi Yoni & Mrs. Rachel Fein

Mr. David Goldis
Mr. Shaya & Mrs. Miriam Gutleizer

Mr. Eli & Dr. Shani Hagler
Rabbi Yaakov & Mrs. Reva Homnick

Dr. Raananah Swirsky Katz
Mr. Jonathan & Mrs. Susana Kaweblum

Mr. Mark & Mrs. Crissy Kogan
Dr. Jonathan & Mrs. Doris Konovitch

Dr. David & Mrs. Amy Lasko
Rochelle (Candy) Morse

Mr. Jerry & Mrs. Sharon Ness
Mrs. Jayme Kurtzman Oxenberg

Mr. Ari & Mrs. Cheryl Pearl

Dr. Mitchell B. Rosenfeld
Dr. Islon & Mrs. Eve Seliger

Dr. Sam & Dr. Heather Sered
Mr. Ilya & Mrs. Hanna Shekhter

Mrs. Myra Shulkes
Mr. Maish & Mrs. Tziviah Staiman

Mr. Yitz & Mrs. Rosalyn Stern
Mr. Alan J. & Mrs. Jill Tager

Mr. Keith & Mrs. Jessica Wasserstrom
Rabbi Yosef & Mrs. Rebecca Weinstock

Mrs. Sharona Whistler
Ghita Wolpowitz

Mr. Brett & Mrs. Robin Zuckerman

Reva Homnick-office: 954.966.7877-reva@yih.org

Carol Lasek-mobile: 954.494.5567-carol_lasek@yahoo.com

Keith Wasserstrom-954.648.5253-keith@corporatecounsel.com

Sharon Ness-786.423.7083- sness1836@gmail.com

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock-646.229.6452-ryw@yih.org

Dr. Jessica Baitner- 917.439.9432-Jessbaitner@gmail.com

We’d like to thank and recognize those that have made a commitment to the success and continuation of 
the Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale by signing a Declaration of Intent (DOI) to assure our future.

"We believe in the power of endowed giving as 
part of a plan for a strong and vibrant future 
for our community and for the Jewish people. 
We’re proud to participate in The Young Israel 
of Hollywood – Fort Lauderdale Life & Legacy 

Endowment."

Marc and Lori Ben Ezra

TESTIMONIAL:
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THE EMPTY NESTERS 

INVITE YOU TO A LUNCH AND LEARN EVENT 
FEATURING 

ALISA (ACE) BENAYOUN 

THE REAL STORY: 
WRITING AND PUBLISHING 

YOUR NOVEL IN 2024 

 

Join us on January 17, 2024, at Noon, in the Social Hall 

RSVP: yih.org/emptynesters 
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