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RABBI’S MESSAGE                                                                                 RABBI YOSEF WEINSTOCK 
 
 

                                                                                                                                      Senior Rabbi  

Last month, during remarks he made about parenthood, Pope 

Francis noted with concern the increasing popularity of married 
couples choosing to not have children.  According to news reports, 
he said, “Today ... we see a form of selfishness. We see that some 
people do not want to have a child. Sometimes they have one, and 
that's it, but they have dogs and cats that take the place of children. 
This may make people laugh, but it is a reality.” He went on to say 
that the practice “is a denial of fatherhood and motherhood and 
diminishes us, takes away our humanity.”  
 Perhaps because this Pope is viewed by many as progressive, 
his remarks were criticized in some circles. Some suggest that 
population growth is terrible for the environment, causing climate 
change and biodiversity loss.  According to one survey cited by the 
New York Times in an article titled “To Breed or Not to Breed”, 1 
in 4 childless adults cite climate change as a factor why they do not 
currently have children. Thirty six percent cited domestic politics as 
a reason for not having children, and thirty seven percent 
mentioned “global instability”. The most commonly cited factor is 
economic: Sixty four percent of those who do not have children cite 
the high cost of raising a child as a reason that they choose to 
remain childless. In 2020, the birth rate in the US declined for the 
sixth straight year; a dip of four percent believed to be accelerated 
by the pandemic.  
 The cost of raising children has always been high. When 
families lived subsistent, hand-to-mouth lifestyles, every additional 
mouth might be a burden. Today in the United States, while many 
children and families live with food insecurity, we are blessed to 
live in a country of plenty. Yet even today economics remain a 
primary factor in people’s decisions to not have their own children. 
Perhaps this is due to selfishness; people are accustomed to a 
certain degree of comfort and luxury within their lifestyles that will 
be adversely impacted if they were to bear children. Perhaps 
selfishness is not the motivation, but rather it is based on a mistaken 
idea of parenthood. Perhaps some childless adults have high 
expectations of what a parent must provide for his/her children, and 
they are afraid of disappointing their children or themselves if they 
do not live up to those standards.   In order to avoid this 
disappointment they opt to not bring children into this world. 
 The cost of child-raising is not only financial. Mothers literally 
risk their lives to be pregnant and deliver a baby. While giving birth 
has become much safer over the years, it is still a high risk 
situation. That is why Halacha views a woman in childbirth as a 
“Pikuach Nefesh” (life threatening) situation. Halacha also 
recognizes the risks involved in childbirth by mandating the bracha 
of “HaGomel” be recited by the new mother after giving birth. 
Parents also sacrifice their mental and emotional health for their 
children. In 1900 in the United States the infant mortality rate was 
over 16%. Every child that died in infancy or childhood brought 
pain and mourning to the parents. Today, Baruch Hashem, the 
infant mortality rate is much lower. Yet parents are still called upon 
to sacrifice for their children, albeit in different ways. Parents worry 
about their children and sacrifice their well-being at times. When 
my children first pointed out the grey hairs in my beard (I tried, 
unsuccessfully, to convince them that those hairs were in fact 
blonde) I would tell them that each grey hair has a name: one is 
named Yaakov, another one is named Shoshana, a few more are 
named Avi and Eitan….. 
 Parents poignantly feel their children’s experiences: their 
disappointments, their anxieties, their failures, their fears.  We wish 

that we could intervene in our children’s lives so that we could 
protect them from ever feeling these hurts. When you realize that 
you cannot protect your child from these growing pains, you then 
realize that the result is that both children and their parents will 
both experience these uncomfortable feelings. This leads some 
adults to wonder whether having/raising children is worth all of the 
pain and sacrifice that is contained therein.   
 The challenges of parenthood don’t end when a child reaches 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. They don’t end when the child reaches the legal 
age of adulthood, whether that’s 18 to vote or 21 to drink or 25 to 
rent a car. Someone once told me that when it comes to parenthood 
“small kids- small problems, bigger kids- bigger problems.” As a 
child grows into an adult, parents must give that child the latitude to 
live his/her own life and to make their own mistakes. That does not 
diminish the concern a parent will have for their adult children. It 
may even increase it. 
 Judaism is keenly aware of the pain and sacrifice associated 
with having children. The Pesach Haggadah has made famous a 
Midrash on a pasuk in Parshat Ki Tavo. When the Jews arrive in 
Israel, the farmers were obligated to bring their first fruits to 
Jerusalem. This is the mitzvah of Bikkurim. Upon offering these 
first fruits to the Kohen, the farmer would recite an expression of 
gratitude that began with a synopsis of Jewish history. This 
synopsis contained the following verse (26:7): “So we cried out to 
the Lord, God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw 
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.” The Midrash explains 
that “our toil” is a reference to our children. In context this 
probably refers to the decrees that Pharaoh imposed upon Jewish 
children in Egypt. But more broadly it may refer to the toil that is 
entailed with raising children, even in the best of circumstances.  
 Even with all of the risks and challenges that come with 
children, the Torah is clear that raising children is one of the most 
fundamental mitzvot in the Torah, and being a parent is one of the 
most lofty and esteemed statuses that a person can achieve. The 
Talmud (Kiddushin 30) states that there are three partners in the 
creation of a child: mother, father and God. By becoming a parent a 
person emulates God. This is true for a number of reasons. First, 
God is referred to as caring for humanity like a mother and a father. 
Human parents have the opportunity to emulate God in these ways. 
Second, while only God is immortal, parents are able to taste 
immortality by creating children that perpetuate their DNA and by 
raising children that perpetuate their values.  
 In response to the argument against children based on climate 
change: perhaps if the childless-by-choice couple decided to have 
children they would raise a child that would contribute an important 
breakthrough that would drastically improve our global 
environment. To borrow an idea from Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z’l, to 
choose to remain childless is to believe that the future of humanity 
is dim, and we can’t do anything about that. Judaism believes in 
hope and optimism. Judaism believes in the ability of humans to 
change the course of history. For these reasons and others Judaism 
is a pro-family religion and culture.  
 The Talmud (Nidah 13b) teaches: “Rabbi Yosei said: The 
Messiah, son of David, will not come until all the souls of the body 
have been finished, i.e., until all souls that are destined to inhabit 
physical bodies do so.” 
 Children are a gift. They are not a care-free gift but rather a gift 
that brings with it a lot of toil. The greater the toil the greater the 
reward. That is why children play a critical role in bringing about 
redemption.  

 

Children: Our Toil, our Joy 
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We continue to be blessed with a growing community, one to 

which people from across the country are moving. We're so 
blessed that our “problems” are the opportunities that other 
communities around the world dream of. We need more space 
to accommodate all our people and numerous vibrant 
minyanim and activities.  We don't need youth and youth 
activities.  We have hundreds of young people and more 
activities than most communities could imagine. We need 
more of those activities and the people to run them, and we 
always need to work to make them better.  We have many 
opportunities for adults to learn and gather throughout the 
week. We need to find even more opportunities to reach and 
engage more people.  
 

I just finished reading Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z"tl’s book 
Morality. Rabbi Saks covers many topics and, essentially 
comes to the point that we grow and excel as moral human 
beings when we respectfully engage with each other openly, in 
communities that are built around “we” and not “me.” Though 
he bemoans the self centeredness and limited view points 
promoted by our digital world and social media as well as 
trends in higher education that stifle open debate, he is hopeful 
and shows that, based upon historical precedent, we can 
change ourselves and change society. 
 

I'm now reading a book called Positivity Bias by Rabbi 
Mendel Kalmenson which is about the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
z"tl’s ability to see people and situations, even those that 
appear difficult and negative,  in a positive light. He did this 
and brought out the best in people to create opportunities for 
the Jewish community and humanity that most people couldn't 
even imagine.  

 

These are both amazing books that provide 
tremendous food for thought.  
 

As I read these books I am so encouraged and excited to be a 
part of our community at this point in time.  
 

Are there things that we can do better? Can we be better as a 
community and as individuals? Of course, the answer to these 
questions is Yes! But look around us. Look at all the amazing, 
talented people that are among us. Look at where we are. To 
use a basketball analogy, this should be like being 6'6", 
standing on a 2-foot stool and trying to dunk. Guaranteed to 
score every time? No, but its a great start. The same is true of 
our community. When we treat each other with respect, work 
together openly and toward a common goal and when we think 
and act in terms of “we” and not “me” there is no limit to what 
we can accomplish.  
 

As you read this, we will have completed one, and possibly 
the second, of our open houses with architect Joe Kaller. We 
are making expansion plans and beginning our capital 
campaign. Building on the strength and accomplishments of 
the past we are taking action for the future. We need 
everyone's input, and we need everyone to be part of the 
campaign of life in our community. We need involvement and 
we will need money. There are opportunities for all of us to 
take part and to make a difference. All of us have talents that 
we can contribute. Don't stand on the sidelines. Let's join 
together to look at the world,  our community and each other 
with a positivity bias and let's resolve to be “we” people and 
not “me” people as we continue to build what can be one of 
the best Jewish communities in the world. 
 

If you need help finding a way to get involved, please reach 
out to me, one of the members of the board of directors, one of 
our rabbis, or Elaine Braun in our office. I look forward to 
your involvement and your support. 
 

Onward! 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                                                                      MARC BEN-EZRA 
 

                                                                                                                                          President  
 

Our Staff is here for you 

 

Reva Homnick  

Executive Director 

reva@yih.org 

Elaine Braun 

Office Manager 

elainebraun@yih.org 

Sara Wallerstein 

Office Assistant 

saraw@yih.org 

Avi Frier 

Youth & Program Director 

avi@yih.org 
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SISTERHOOD MESSAGE                                                                             ALISA “ACE” BENAYOUN 
                                                                                                                        

                                              
                                                                                                                        Sisterhood President  

I went sledding for the first time in, I don’t know, twenty-

something years. The site we went to in Snoqualmie, 
Washington had a steep, groomed hill specifically for sledding. 
They take it seriously out there! Now, I’m not usually one for 
cold sports (ugh, snow on my ankles!), but my son urged me to 
try it. And being a sucker, I agreed. 

Kicking off at the top of the cliff-like sledding hill, I wondered 
why I had made this life choice. I was pretty sure I was going 
to die. I’m also fairly certain I was screaming. About halfway 
down, I realized there was a not-insignificant crash at the end, 
but I’d survive it. That was the critical assessment: I’d survive 
it. Then, the speed was exhilarating! I was actually having 
(gasp!) fun. And I found myself hoping this stretch of the hill 
would last longer before the inevitable crash fence at the 
bottom. 

And you know what? The crash wasn’t bad at all. Actually, it 
was somewhat demoralizing when a person in the lane over 
from me crashed, seconds later, in a llama-shaped pool floaty 
they’d been using as a snowtube. The darn thing didn’t even 
pop. So much for the dignity of my near-death experience.  

I’m pretty sure most of our big endeavors in life – and as a 
kehila embarking on a big change – are like that. They start out 
as overwhelming. We question our choices and worry they’ll 
end poorly. But then there’s a moment when we gain control. 
We realize the change is exhilarating. And then a llama-shaped 
pool floaty whizzes past and makes us feel foolish for making 
mountains of molehills.  

As a kehilla, we’re still at the top of the mountain when it 
comes to our building renovation. We’re organizing our 
thoughts about the space the mikvah will occupy, and even 
more so, how the building will best meet the needs of our 
multi-faceted community. The project can feel 
overwhelming, even. But just like at the stupid sledding hill, 
we’ve got youngsters who need us to step in. This is the 
space they’ll grow up in over the next twenty-ish years. They 
need us to fortify this community foundation. Once we get 

going, though, the changes will not only be 
exhilarating but empowering. I urge you to get 
involved in the renovation project, if you’re 
inclined, and reach out to the head of the 
renovation committee, Maish Staiman, or our President, 
Marc Ben Ezra.  

If buildings aren’t your forte, we can use your help enriching 
our community through social measures. Under the project 
leadership of Debby Aqua, the Sisterhood is offering a 
mishloach manot program that will deliver packages to local 
Holocaust survivors through the Dorit & Ben Genet Cupboard. 
We have multiple levels of involvement, whether through 
monetary sponsorships or volunteer packaging opportunities. 
Beyond Purim, the Sisterhood runs several events throughout 
the year and can always use help. Please reach out to me or our 
VP, Jessica Baitner if you’re interested in getting involved!  

The thing about sledding down insanely steep hills is that, as it 
turns out, they’re actually pretty fun. I think that part of the 
metaphor also extends to embarking on new endeavors. You 
want to know what? In the end, I opted to sled down again.   

 
 

 

Our very own master silversmith Moshe Pekkar of NMB 

is available to accept all your silver items for expert 

repair & polishing. Call or text: 412.606.7458 
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CALL ME, SHARON BRANDT FOR MORE INFORMATION THE TOP LISTING AGENT IN EMERALD HILLS! 

- Four Bedroom, 2 bath, corner lot, Asking: $835,000 

- The Preserves, Breathtaking Deerwood Model-5 BD, 4 ½ Bath, pool for SOLD 

- Four Bedroom, 4 ½ Bath, 2 stories, 3 CG, Large Lot, in Stirling Oaks Estate SOLD 

- Four Bedroom, 2 Baths, amazing location, steps away from YIH, for Rent Asking $4500/month 

- Three Bedroom, 3 ½ Bath, Pool, Volleyball Court, For Rent: $4500/month 

I have several private listing (not in the MLS), contact me directly for more information. If you want your home sold, I will get it done for you! 

#SharonBrandt     #EmeraldHillsSpecialist     #IListISell  

1-305-546-8394 

sharonbrandt18@gmail.com 

*** Extremely Reliable     ***Highest Value For Your Home 
*** First Class Service       ***Always 100% Honest 

***Maximize the Value of your house on any sale*** 

mailto:sharonbrandt18@gmail.com
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While we all know that we are supposed to give ten percent 

of our income to tzedakah, the roots behind this piece of 

common knowledge may not be as sturdy as you may have 

thought. The idea of giving ten percent away was practiced by 

Yaakov Avinu, who, while running away from his brother, 

Eisav, awakens after dreaming of angels ascending and 

descending the ladder. It is then that he makes a deal with 

God: if God protects him and returns him safely to his parents’ 

home, he will give ten percent back to God (Bereishit 28:20-

22). The Midrash (Daat Zekeinim to Bereishit, Chapter 20, sv. 

 suggests that it was Yaakov Avinu who, at this veryאם( 

moment, instituted the age-old practice of giving ten percent of 

one’s money to charity. To be clear, the Torah does mandate 

giving charity and helping those in need. Both Vaykira 25:35 

and Devarim 15:7-8 obligate us to support those who need our 

help. However, those biblical imperatives do not contain any 

details as to how much must be given. The idea of giving ten 

percent of one’s money certainly does not find its source in the 

same verses where the mitzvah of tzedakah is taught.  

That being said, there is a very explicit biblical obligation to 

give ten percent of your agricultural produce to the poor. This 

mitzvah, known as ma’aser ani, applies in the third and sixth 

year of the seven-year shemittah cycle. However, extrapolating 

on a verse in Mishlei (3:9) that asks us to honor God with our 

wealth, the Jerusalem Talmud (Peah 1:1) implies that one is 

required to give one tenth of their money to the poor, not just 

one tenth of their produce. Some Rishonim (Mordechai to 

Baba Kama, Siman 192) suggest that this means there is an 

obligation to give ma’aser kesafim, ten percent of your money, 

away. Tosafot (Taanit 9a) expounds upon the double language, 

“aser t’aser” used in Devarim 14:22 speaking about tithing. 

Based on Sifrei, Tosafot suggests two tithes must be given; 

one from your crops, and one from your other sources of 

income. The implication from Mordechai and Tosafot is that 

there is a biblical obligation to tithe ten percent of your 

income.  

Most other rabbinic authorities, however, do not make the 

connection between the biblical obligation to tithe ten percent 

of your produce and the biblical mitzvah of supporting the 

poor. The Maharil (Responsa, 54:56) and Chavot Yair 

(Responsa #224) both argue that giving ten percent of one’s 

money to charity is a rabbinic mitzvah and that the verses in 

the Torah hint at the idea, but do not specifically command it. 

Aruch HaShulchan (Yoreh Deah, 249:2) rules this way as well.  

If the idea that giving ten percent to tzedakah is not necessarily 

biblical in origin surprised you, then hold on to your hat! Bach, 

commenting on the Tur (Yoreh Deah, 331, sv.  ,)אבstates 

unequivocally that the practice of giving ten percent is a 

proper custom of the Jewish people, but nothing more than 

that. Rav Yaakov Emden (Responsa Sheilat Ya’avetz 1:6) 

states that giving ten percent of one’s money to those in need 

is an act of piety learned from Yaakov Avinu, but that there is 

no true obligation, neither biblical nor rabbinic. Pitchei 

Teshuva (Yoreh Deah 331:12) notes that this position can be 

found much earlier, all the way back to the 13th century where 

it was advocated by Maharam of Rothenburg. While 

discussing the importance of maintaining our minhagim is 

beyond the scope of this article, it is worth noting that 

Maharam of Rothenburg writes that once one has observed the 

custom of giving away ten percent of one’s income, it is 

inappropriate to stop doing so unless circumstances change 

significantly.  

Interesting, Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 249:1) writes that 

one must support the poor by giving them as much as they 

need, keeping in mind what you can afford. If that is too much, 

giving twenty percent is wonderful, giving ten percent is 

average, and giving less than that is frowned upon.  

What is interesting is that despite the fact that the most 

commonly held opinion is that the whole notion of donating 

ten percent of one’s money is a custom, much ink has been 

spilled about how to accurately calculate that ten percent. Is it 

pre or post tax? Is it income after necessities (mortgage/rent, 

food…) or before?  

One topic of interest is whether you should give ten percent of 

monetary gifts you receive to charity. This question often 

comes up after people get married and are gifted cash from 

many of their friends and family. Since we are dealing within 

the realm of custom, there may be room for leniency, and the 

individual circumstances need to be factored into the equation 

of each person/couple. A newly married couple with no 

savings cannot be treated the same way as a well off person, 

who is at the height of their career, and has just received an 

inheritance from a recently deceased relative. As a general 

rule, ten percent of monetary gifts should be given to tzedakah, 

if possible, but again, each situation must be evaluated. 

One exception to the rule may be if the money that was gifted 

was earmarked for a specific purpose. In such a circumstance, 

Minchat Tzvi rules that there is no obligation to give ten 

percent of that money to tzedakah as the money was given to 

you for a specific purpose and not to give to someone else. 

Chazon Ish, however, disagreed with that suggestion, as the 

giver would usually not object to some of their money going to 

charity as long as you still had enough left to purchase the 

desired item. If it will not be possible to fulfill the wishes of 

the giver while also giving to charity, then Chazon Ish agrees 

that charity should not be given.  

When it comes to nonmonetary gifts, Rav Tzvi Spitz (author of 

Minchat Tzvi) rules that there is no need to tithe ten percent of 

its value, as the custom was only established on monetary 

gifts. This is the way that Rav Moshe Feinstein ruled as well 

(The Tzedakah Treasury, page 136).   

 

HALACHAH                                                                                                RABBI ADAM FRIEBERG                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                             
       Assistant Rabbi  
                                                                                                                                raf@yih.org                                                                                          

 

Giving Ten Percent to Tzedakah : Do I Really Have To? 
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EDNA FERBER (born 1885 Kalamazoo, Michigan - died 
1968  New York City, NY.) She was once asked if she were 
Jewish; her quick response was only on her father’s side and 
on her mother’s side. She would identify herself as a Jew, but 
was not at all observant. She never married and never had 
children. She never finished college, but developed into an 
extremely popular writer. She was the first Jewish Pulitzer 
Prize winner in 1924 with her novel So Big. She wrote 12 
novels, 10 of which became movies. 7 plays, 11 volumes of 
short stories, and 2 memoirs. Yet she is hardly remembered 
except for movies Giant, Cimarron, and Showboat. As a teen 
she suffered anti-Semitism. Initially she admired Israeli 
settlers, but she quickly became a major anti-Zionist. She 
called Ben Gurion “insolent and arrogant.” She considered 
Israelis as “arrogant, ignorant of the world beyond Israeli 
borders, and lacking in basic manners.” She died at the age of 
82 at home in New York, of stomach cancer. After a non-
Jewish funeral, she was cremated and buried in New York 
City. 
 
RENEWING SEMICHAH. From the time that Jews 
received the Torah at Sinai, there quickly developed a need to 
visualize Rabbinic leadership. Moshe gave Semichah to 
Yehoshua. The Sanhedrin was established and became the 
authoritative body to develop laws and customs. Members of 
the Sanhedrin also needed to have Semichah. By the 1500’s 
the chain of Semichah had long been broken; no one had been 
ordained in this fashion for centuries. The Rambam ruled that 
the Sages living in Eretz Yisrael may renew Semichah by 
agreeing to bestow Semichah to one leading Rabbi. And this 
Rabbi could grant Semichah to others. Rabbi Yaakov Beirav, 
in Safed in about the year 1538, was the first to receive this 
new Semichah, and the hope was to re-establish the Sanhedrin. 
Rabbi Beirav ordained several Rabbis, including Rabbi Yosef 
Karo. This entire attempt was torpedoed by the Rabbis of 
Yerushalayim, led by Rabbi Levi Ibn Chaviv, who felt that the 
Rabbis of Safed were belittling the Rabbis of Yerushalayim. 
The effort was stillborn. (Rabbi Ibn Chaviv finished the set of 
Seforim that his father had begun: the Ein Yaakov.) 
  
THE STRUMA. Many of us are familiar  with the story of 
the Exodus and the St. Louis ships during the era of the 
Holocaust, but how about the STRUMA. In December 1941, 
767 Jews boarded the Struma in Romania, with plans to travel 
to Turkey, apply for visas to Palestine, and then continue to 
Palestine. The Struma reached Istanbul on December 16, 1941, 
but upon arrival, the passengers were informed that they would 
neither receive visas to enter Palestine nor be permitted to 
enter Turkey. The unsafe and overcrowded boat was confined 
to Istanbul’s harbor for over two months, as the British would 
not consent to the Struma’s continued journey to Palestine. On 
February 23, 1942, the Turkish police towed the boat out to sea 
and abandoned it. The next day, the boat sank and all the 
passengers but one were killed. A Soviet submarine torpedoed 
it. [RED’s note: The lone survivor was a Romanian Jew, David 

Stollar, who ended up being allowed to enter Palestine. He 
fought for the British army in WWII, and then with the Israeli 
army in the Independence War. He moved to America 
sometime in the 1970’s. He died in Bend, Oregon in 2014 at 
the age of 91.] 
 
RABIES IN THE TALMUD. Rabies was known in the 
ancient world. The Mishnah (Yoma 8:6) states that if a person 
is bitten by a mad dog, he may not be given the lobe of the 
dog’s liver to eat. The Rabbis felt that this would not help the 
patient (even though one rabbi did feel that it would help.) 
They knew about it, but had no idea how to help. From other 
Talmudic sources (the Yerushalmi) they felt that having rabies 
is a death sentence. In Shabbat 121b, the rabbis said that it was 
permissible to kill a rabid dog on Shabbat. The Rambam 
discussed rabies in his Treatise on Poisons, written in 1198, 
and suggested “bandaging, incision, sucking out, copious 
bloodletting from the affected spot,” which is more of a 
modern approach. This was similar to his approach to treating 
a snake bite: a tourniquet above the wound, an incision, and 
sucking out the poison.  
 
THE SIZE OF A KIPPAH. I do not really want to get too 
specific in the Halachik detail; after all I am not the Rabbi of 
the Shul any longer. But Prime Minister Naftali Bennett seems 
to set a record with one of the smallest Kippot in captivity. 
One remark I read is that it is an “inflation of ego and a 
deflation of Kippah.” Not so sure of Mr. Bennett’s intention, 
but his can easily get lost in the picture. The Kippah is to be a 
constant reminder of our submission to a Lord to whom we are 
to serve. Most Codifiers agree that the Kippah should be 
readily visible to all, from all angles, and the Kippah should 
cover most of the head that would have hair. That would mean 
that the Kippah should be the size of a normal hand. 
Considering that Mr. Bennett is the first Kippah wearing Prime 
Minister, I would not be too judgmental upon him. It is a step 
in the right direction. 
 
SHAI AGNON. Shmuel Yosef Agnon (1888 Buczacz, now 
in the Ukraine-1970, Yerushalayim, aged 81) was a famous 
author, mostly in Rabbinical Hebrew. He made Aliyah from 
Europe in the 1920’s and settled in the Talpiyot area of 
Yerushalayim. He won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1966 
(He shared the award with the German Jewish poet Nelly 
Sachs.) At the award ceremony in Europe, he spoke in Hebrew 
and said that he was born in Buczacz, but that was just a 
dream. He was really born in Yerushalayim and was taken into 
Exile by Titus and the Romans. Later, when he gained fame, 
and when the spread of Yerushalayim surrounded him in 
Talpiyot, he complained to the municipality that the traffic 
noise bothered him from concentrating. The municipality 
closed the street to cars and posted a sign that read: No entry to 
all vehicles, writer at work! 
 
 

FACTS                                                                                                        RABBI EDWARD DAVIS 

                                                                                                                              Rabbi Emeritus  
                                                                                                                             

 

Facts I Discovered While  
Looking Up Other Things 
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If a bride in the middle of her Sheva Brachot/ first week of marriage comes to shul on a weekday, would that be reason 
to omit Tachanun? 

Jewish marriage is not just a celebration for the bride and groom. It is not only a celebration for their family and friends. The 
creation of a new Jewish family is cause for celebration for the entire Jewish People. For this reason it has become 
customary to omit Tachanun, which is a prayer of supplication and penitence, when a groom is present while he is 
celebrating his new marriage. Rav Shmuel Vosner (Shevet Halevi 5:12) notes that the presence of a bride (without the 
groom) would not be a reason to omit Tachanun. When it comes to reciting Sheva Brachot after a meal, both the bride and 
groom must be present in order for the celebratory meal to allow for Sheva Brachot.  

Some Jewish cemeteries are offering “double depth” plots where two caskets are buried one on top of the other. Is this 
permitted according to Halacha? 

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 362:4) writes that on the one hand one should not bury caskets one on top of another. But 
then he writes that if there is 6 tefachim of earth between the two layers, then it would be permissible.  If a cemetery is run 
according to Halacha and a Jewish legal expert designed a double depth plot then it would be okay. However, without 
Halachic consultation and oversight of the cemetery, I cannot recommend purchasing double depth plots.  

This is a good opportunity to note that our shul has a section at the South Florida Jewish Cemetery in Lake Worth. It is the 
only Chevra Kadisha owned cemetery in South Florida and is run completely according to Halacha. SFJC does not offer 
double depth plots, but does offer single plots at reasonable rates and a discount for YIH members. For more information go 
to: https://www.southfloridajewishcemetery.org/  

 

Questions & Answers / Rabbi Yosef Weinstock 

https://www.southfloridajewishcemetery.org/
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Kosher Korner / Rabbi Yosef Weinstock 
 Ortega Taco flavored Skillet Sauce is labeled OU-D. According to the OU, this product is actually DE- ie 

produced on equipment that the agency considers dairy. The picture on the product packet is ground beef 
sautéing in a skillet pan, presumably using this skillet sauce. I contacted the OU Kosher hotline and 
expressed my concern that the agency certifies a dairy/ DE product that is meant to be used with ground 
beef. The response I received was something that I tell people all the time: it is the consumer’s obligation to 
look for the kosher symbol (and its pareve/ dairy status) every time we shop. We should not assume the 
product is kosher because it was kosher the last time we bought it. With the wide availability of kosher 
plant based meat substitutes, the OU could have answered my concern by noting that the picture on the 
packet could be plant based crumbles and not contain any meat.  

 7-Select Chocolate and Vanilla Pudding, sold at 7-Eleven stores, contain milk and cream, but mistakenly 
bear a plain OU symbol, without the “D-dairy” designation.   

 Wellsley Farms Mini Cinnamon Rolls, sold at BJ ’s, contains milk, but mistakenly bears a plain OU, 
without the “D-dairy” designation. 

 Great Value Ricotta Cheese is dairy, and the OUD symbol was inadver tently not displayed. 

 Sweeties with OU at Costco are cer tified by the OU. Terumot and maasrot are taken. Next year ' s 
Sweeties and grapefruit will be products of the Shemitta year. 

NEW FACILITIES UNDER O.R.B. SUPERVISION.: 

 Uncle Louie G Italian Ices & Ice Cream (Dairy, not Cholov Yisroel). The Greens, 19575 FL-7, 
Boca Raton, 33498 (718) 614-9312 

 HBK Aventura (Glatt Meat, Pas Yisroel). 2958 NE 199 Street, Aventura, 33180 (786) 320-5373 



12 



13 

OUR MONTHLY PUBLICATION REACHES OVER 

1000 HOMES AND OVER 1700 EMAILS LET OUR 

READERS KNOW WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR THEM. 

Advertising Bulletin Rates per issue  

YIH Member 

FULL PAGE:  $400/$450 color 

HALF PAGE:  $200 

QUARTER PAGE:  $100 

BUSINESS CARD:  $55 

Non-Member 

FULL PAGE:  $450/$500 Color 

HALF PAGE:  $250 

      QUARTER PAGE:  $125  

                           BUSINESS CARD:  $65 

Advertise for the year, 11 issues and 

only pay for 10 

Yaakov Waldman PA 

Realtor | Beachfront Realty, Inc. 

Residential & Commercial Brokerage Services  

         (954) 326 - 8080          y.waldman1@gmail.com 
 

 Preserve - only 11 remain from $1.5M - $2.3M 
 

 4/2.5 3,800 Sf on a 14k Sf lot w/ Golf Course Views $1.5M 
 

 2/2 Villa 19 Keyser Ave $475,000   SOLD   
 

 For Sale: 3/2 Great location, updates needed $679,00 
PENDING 

 

 Opportunities available for qualified buyers - inquire 
directly for details 

 Got a property to sell? I have more buyers than you’ve 
had dinners!  Call me to arrange an easy and quick sale at 
top $  



14 



15 

HOLLYWOOD OAKS: 

 Four Bedroom plus office. SOLD 

 Four Bedroom plus playroom & office. SOLD 
 Three Bedroom plus office. SOLD 
  

THE PRESERVE: 

 Elm- PENDING 

 Deerwood—SOLD 
  

FAIRWAYS: 

 One Bedroom. SOLD 
RESULTS NOT RHETORIC! Call me today to help you find 

the Home Sweet Home! 

CAROL CARMEL 
Broker-Associate 

954-802-5426 
carolcarmel224@gmail.com 
 
I’VE GOT THE KEYS TO 
YOUR NEW HOME!! 
The Ultimate Professional 
Connecting Great People with 
Great Homes for 20+ years.  

 

mailto:carolcarmel224@gmail.com
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Abby’s Closet 
Clothing for needy children in memory of Abby Ginsberg 
David & Joan Kornbluth in honor of Avi Weinstock's Bar 

Mitzvah 

Charity Fund 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Stan & Marla Frohlinger in memory of Ruthy Mandel 
Jonathan & Wendy Gelman 
Steven & Raisy Gittler 
Daniel Goldstein 
Jaime Guttman 
Daniel & Florence Kaweblum 
Moti & Elke Press 
Marc & Dany Shandler 
Joe & Myrna Ziegler Shapiro in memory of Ruthy Mandel 
Mark & Phyllis Speiser 
Nathan Walden 
Fred & Lori Wittlin 
Michael & Aviva Wolgin 

Jewish Education Fund 
Funding to local Jewish schools 
William & Batzi Berman in honor of the birth of Rabbi Edward 

& Meira Davis’ grandson Nadav 
 In honor of Shelly Tuchman’s special birthday 
 In honor of the birth of David & Monica Genet’s grandson 

Itai Meir  
 In memory of Maish Staiman’s mother Naomi Staiman 

Memorial Plaques  
Memorialize loved ones on Plaque in the Chapel 
Schachter family in memory of Malca Schachter 
Kurtz family in memory of Sam Leff 

Seforim Fund 
Prayer Books and Library Books 
Alvin & Tamara Cohen in memory of Ruthy Mandel 
Stan & Marla Frohlinger 
Irwin & Fran Gottlieb 
Robert & Debbie Hirsch in memory of Ruthy Mandel 
Lawrence & Tobi Reiss in memory of Ruthy Mandel 
Harold & Ronit Weisenfeld in memory of Roni Kurtz’s father 

Sam Leff 

Shul 
Synagogue Operating Budget 

Emanuel & Helen Adler in appreciation for the hospitality 

Carol Anker & Michael Kutno in memory of Leon Eisenmann 

Paul & Pearl Barr in appreciation of his aliyah in honor of the 

marriage of Ronit Wallerstein & Sruly Goodman 

Earl & Donna Barron to commemorate the yahrzeit of Donna's 

mother Frieda Fried 

Joseph & Danielle Behar in appreciation of his aliyah in the 

Sephardic minyan 

Andre & Alisa Benayoun in appreciation of his aliyah in the 

Sephardic minyan 

Samuel & Ronit Bentolila in appreciation of his aliyah in the 

Sephardic minyan 

Howard & Carol Bienenfeld in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Henry & Raya Blum 

Gabe & Karen Deutsch to commemorate the yahrzeit of his 

father Jerry - Yacov ben Shimon 

Gershon & Aviva Distenfeld in honor of his World Series of 

Poker Win 

Jordan & Tammy Ditchek in appreciation of his aliyah 

David & Ingrid Edery in appreciation of his aliyah in the 

Sephardic minyan 

Benji Epstein 

David & Linda Feigenbaum to commemorate the yahrzeits of 

their parents, Mortimer Feigenbaum and Judy Parkin 

 In appreciation for his aliyah on Rosh Hashana 

Herb & Edith Fishler in honor of the birth of two new 

grandchildren to Rabbi Edward & Meira Davis  

 In honor of the birth of a grandson to Rabbi Yaakov & Reva 

Homnick  

 In honor Zach Loberfeld’s Bar Mitvah  

 In memory of Roni Kurtz’s father Sam Leff  

 In memory of Robert Finberg 

Carey & Eve Franco in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Menashe & Jamie Frank in appreciation of his aliyah 

Jake & Talia Freiman in appreciation of Dr. Lenny Pianko 

Jimmy Froimzon in appreciation of his aliyah at the 

Sephardic Minyan 

Norman & Sandra Goldglantz to commemorate the yahrzeits of 

his parents Hyman & Shirley Goldglantz  

 In memory of his cousin Mark Siller 

 In appreciation of his aliyot 

David Goldis in appreciation of his aliyah 

Menachem & Michal Goldstein in appreciation of his aliyah 

Sherman Gould in appreciation of his aliyah 

Steven & Caroline Gurland 

Hammerman Charitable Trust 

Joseph Hassin 

Charles & Vera Hirsh to commemorate the yahrzeit of Max 

Rothfeld 

 To commemorate the yahrzeit of Bessie "Bee" Shaine 

Arthur & Beth Hirshorn in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Alan Jaff in appreciation of his aliyah 

Mark & Crissy Kogan in appreciation of his aliyah 

George & Elaine Korn in appreciation of his aliyah at the 

Sephardic minyan 

David Korros in appreciation of his aliyah 

Elliot & Renee Kugelman to commemorate the yahrzeit of his 

mother Ursula Kugelman 

Philippe & Stacey Lieberman in appreciation of his aliyah 

Harrison & Michelle Nadel in appreciation of his aliyah 

Daniel & Anniel Nagler in honor of Rabbi Yosef Weinstock 

Steven & Martine Newman in appreciation of his aliyah 

Rami & Rose Ovadia in appreciation of his aliyah at the 

Sephardic minyan 

DONATIONS 
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Shul 
Synagogue Operating Budget 

Eric Owrutsky in appreciation of his aliyah 

Dov & Jaymie Oxenberg in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Norman & Meryl Palgon to commemorate the yahrzeit of 

Jeanette Kahan 

Judy Pelman in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

James & Nessa Reich 

Jeff Resnick in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

 In honor of Dr. Stuart Courtney for his act of chesed 

Mitchell Rosenfeld in memory of his grandfather Mandel's 

yahrzeit 

Leonard & Emilia Rosenstein 

Alexander & Eva Rosner in appreciation of his aliyah 

Arnie & Deborah Samlan in appreciation of his aliyah 

Myra Shulkes in memory of Sharona Whisler's grandfather, 

Martin Getz 

Yisroel & Goldie Silverman in appreciation of his aliyah 

Daniel & Linda Singer in memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Simeon & Lauren Stamm in memory of Daniel Frommer 

 In memory of Ruthy Mandel 

Leona Stein & family to commemorate the yahrzeit of their 

beloved husband and father Alvin Stein 

Ronald & Risa Steiner 

Dale Stern to commemorate the yahrzeits of her parents 

Irving & Jean Gross and her brother Brian Neal Gross 

Sam & Judy Sugar to commemorate the yahrzeit of her 

beloved father Harav Shmuel Tuvia Stern 

Sidney Weiser in appreciation of his aliyah 

Arlene Weiss to commemorate the yahrzeit of her father Jack 

Barron 

 to commemorate the yahrzeit of Milt Weiss 

Fred & Lori Wittlin in honor of Rabbi Edward & Meira Davis' 

new grandson and granddaughter 

Tomchei Shabbos 
Shabbat Meals for needy families in the community 
Joe & Robin Andisman 
Stephen & Susu Danis 
Suchie & Raisy Gittler 
Rabbi Jonathan & Emma Hirsch in honor of the birth of David 

& Chaya Salomon's son Chaim Shmuel Baruch 
Mark & Dena Jaffe 
Harrison & Michelle Nadel 
Joe & Fay Poliak in memory of Roni Kurtz's father Sam Leff 
Zachary & Alisa Schenker 
Michael Schertz 
Fred & Lori Wittlin 

DONATIONS continued 

 

Chaverim  חברים 

from the Hebrew word 

friends, is a community 
based volunteer emergency 

service, geared to the every-
day tasks of friendly help with 
items such as; A boost (jump 

start) on your car, flat tire (with 
or without a spare), stranded 

need a ride, out of gas*, lock-
out (car), lockout (residential).   

And the less common services such a 
s a search team, or disaster help.  
(*out of gas is not a free service)  

 

Chaverim of Hollywood, Phone number 
(24h) 954.998.2648 (COH8).  

 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

chaverimofhollywood/ 
 

Email: cofhollywood@gmail.com 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/chaverimofhollywood/
https://www.facebook.com/chaverimofhollywood/
mailto:cofhollywood@gmail.com
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We’d like to thank and recognize those that have made a commitment to the 

success and continuation of our shul to assure our future. 

Anonymous 

Mr. Tsachi & Dr. Jessica Baitner 

Mr. Marc & Dr. Lori Ben-Ezra 

Dr. & Mrs. William & Batzi Berman 

Mr. Howard Bienenfeld & Mrs. Carol Lasek 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Sandra Bloom 

Dr. Alvin & Dr. Tamara Cohen 

Stephen & Susu Danis 

Mrs. Sandra Edelboim 

Dr. Sheldon Estreicher 

Rabbi & Mrs. Yoni & Rachel Fein 

Mr. David Goldis 

Mr. & Mrs. Shaya & Miriam Gutleizer 

Mr. Eli & Dr. Shani Hagler 

Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov & Reva Homnick 

Dr. Raananah Swirsky Katz 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan & Susana Kaweblum 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Crissy Kogan 

Dr. & Mrs. David & Amy Lasko 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry & Sharon Ness 

Mr. & Mrs. Ari & Cheryl Pearl 

Dr. Mitchell B. Rosenfeld 

Heather & Sam Sered 

Mr. & Mrs. Ilya & Hanna Shekhter 

Mrs. Myra Shulkes 

Mr. & Mrs. Maish & Tziviah Staiman 

Mr. Yitz Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan J. & Jill Tager 

Ghita Wolpowitz 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Jessica Wasserstrom 

Rabbi & Mrs. Yosef & Rebecca Weinstock  

Mrs. Sharona Whisler 

Mr. & Mrs. Brett & Robin Zuckerman 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale is pleased to be participating in the Broward 

Jewish Community Life & Legacy Endowment Campaign. 
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Join the many families who are Legacy 

Endowment Donors and come to our 
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