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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 3 Nissan 5783, 
corresponding to March 25, 2023. We omit Av 
HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 410 Hz) (p. 605 S) (p. 371 Hi) (p. 544 AS) 

VAYIKRA   
Leviticus 1:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

  
1. The Chumash of Vayikra is appropriately called by our 
Sages Torat Kohanim because it is mostly dealing with the 
sacrificial rituals in the Mishkan and the Holy Temple and 
other duties and responsibilities of the Kohanim. First let us 
deal with the reason for sacrifices. Rabbi S. R. Hirsch 
(1808-1888, Germany) explained that the main reason for a 
sacrifice is to motivate the donor to repent. When an acci-
dental sinner leans on the animal and sees the slaughter of 
the animal, he can visualize that really he should be the 
one who should be slaughtered for his sin. The sinner pro-
jects himself into the animal. Another way of looking at a 
sacrifice is that it is a method of financially supporting the 
Kohanim. The Kohanim do not own land and are blessed 
with 24 food and financial gifts from the people. A third way 
of looking at this is that it is a way of fining the sinner for his 
misdeed. [RED’s note: I favor Rav Hirsch’s interpretation, 
and there are others.] 
 
2. The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed, continu-
ously writes that, in His Mitzvot, Hashem is consciously 
seeking ways to wean the people away from idolatry. The 
nation of Israel was virtually all alone as a monotheistic 
people, unlike all their neighbors. Canaan and Egypt were 
completely idolatrous, and were sacrificing animals to their 
gods. So Hashem used a method by which He used rituals 
that the people were used to seeing, but changing the ser-
vice in different ways. In Biblical archaeology, they would 
discover ancient altars used by the ancients. If the altar 
were round, they immediately knew that those people were 
idolatrous. If the altar were square, they knew that these 
people were Jews. Jews were the only ones who used 
square altars. [RED’s note: in the Third Temple, today’s 
rabbis debate whether there will be sacrifices. Those who 
favor sacrifices emphasize that the words of our Torah are 
eternal and permanent. Those who are against animal sac-
rifices see no need for them since the world today is pre-
dominantly non-idolatrous.] 
 
3. The first word of this Chumash is VAYIKRa, with a small 
Aleph as the last letter. Moshe wanted to use the word 
Vayikar which is the way Hashem appeared to Bilaam. 
Vayikar, and He (Hashem) went out to meet Bilaam, as op-
posed to Hashem called out to Moshe to come in. It would 
appear that Hashem was honoring Bilaam more than 
Moshe. The Zohar explained it this way. If a leper came to 
visit the king, the king would not want the leper to enter his 
house, for fear that the leper would contaminate those who 
were inside the palace, particularly the king’s family. So the 
king would go out to meet the leper. If a dear friend came 

to the door, the king would call to him and invite him in. 
Similarly Hashem considered Bilaam as a leper, a defiled 
person, who could contaminate others. So Hashem would 
go out to speak to Bilaam. But when Moshe came to con-
verse with Hashem, Hashem invited His honored guest in-
side the palace.  
 
4. Every sacrifice required salt. The Rambam wrote that 
this was also a way of weaning the Jewish people away 
from idolatry, since no salt was used in the idolatrous ritual. 
They kept their sacrifices sweet, with blood inside the ani-
mal. Other commentators state that salt would help pre-
serve the offering, giving the animal more permanence. 
Salt actually represents another paradox in the Torah. Yes, 
salt does preserve the item being salted, but salt also has 
the ability to hinder vegetation growth. Putting salt on any-
thing growing from the ground would kill it. Salt preserves 
and kills. Like many things in life, the value of a substance 
depends on how we use it. In the seventh generation after 
Adam and Eve, there was an explosion in technology; man 
discovered metal. Metal can help man create. One can use 
metal and make a plow. But metal can be used to make a 
sword or a knife. Metal can help life or kill it. [And so it is 
with a computer!]. (RED] 
 
5. Hashem called to Moshe from the Tent of Meeting in a 
loud voice, and yet only Moshe could hear this voice. Com-
mentators state that this was a miracle. What was consid-
ered a miracle in those days would not be considered a 
miracle today. I wear hearing aids, but when my cell phone 
rings, only I can hear it. When a person talks to me on my 
cell phone, only I can hear his voice. I have my cell phone 
blue toothed to my hearing aids! It is science fiction. And 
my ability to hear his voice is enhanced by this technology. 
So it was with Moshe. The people were equally impressed. 
They saw Moshe responding to Hashem’s voice and yet 
could not hear a voice talking to him. Hashem chose to use 
Moshe as His mouthpiece when He wanted to communi-
cate something to Bnei Yisrael. Continuously Hashem said 
to Moshe “Speak to Bnei Yisrael,” demonstrating His love 
for the people. (RED) 
 
6. In chapter four, the Torah talks about a king or other na-
tional leader sinning and bringing a sacrifice. In the Talmud 
(Horayot 10b) Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai said that blessed 
is the generation that its leader brings a sin offering. Con-
fused? The tendency is that a leader can become haughty 
and full of himself and never want to admit to making a mis-
take. Seeing a leader bring a sin offering means that this 
leader is willing to admit a mistake and make amends and 
repent. In today’s world, national leaders are extremely ar-
rogant and full of themselves. They would never admit any 
wrong. No matter how many checks and balances govern-
ment has instituted to “ride herd” over all of its officials, 
these officials normally consider themselves above the law. 
Therefore, seeing a leader bring a sin offering is a sign of a 
good leader, and it is a benefit to that generation. 
 
7. “Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to Bnei Yis-
rael…” These lines are repeated throughout the Torah…ex-
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cept in the beginning of this Parshah. The Midrash com-
ments about this abnormal expression of Hashem calling to 
Moshe. At the end of Chumash Shemot, the Torah reads 
that Moshe was unable to enter the Mishkan because the 
Divine Cloud was present there. Therefore Hashem called 
to Moshe to approach. The main purpose of Chumash She-
mot was reached with the construction of the Mishkan: 
Hashra’at HaShechinah, the Feeling that Hashem was in 
their midst. Hashem’s presence was daunting. It would cre-
ate a barrier between Hashem and His people. Calling to 
Moshe made it clear to Moshe that his task as the Teacher 
of Torah is not over. It will continue for the rest of his life. 
(RED) 
 
8. MIDRASH   Vayikra Rabbah 2:4.   Rabbi Abin said: A 
king had a purple cloak. He said to his servant “Look well to 
it, fold it, and shake it out.” The servant said: “My lord, out 
of all the purple cloaks which you have, you give me in-
structions concerning none but this one. Why? Said the 
king: “Quite so, because this one I wore on the day I be-
came king.” Moshe said to Hashem: Out of the seventy 
original nations which You have in the world, You only 
command me regarding none but Israel. Why? Hashem re-
sponded: Quite so, because they were the first to declare 
Me king, at the Red Sea, sayin: The Lord shall reign for 
ever and ever. (Shemot 15:18) 

 
  QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYIKRA 5783 

 
I. From the Text 
1. If a person brings an Olah (whole burnt offering) from 
cattle or sheep, what gender is the animal? (1:3,10) 
2. If the Olah is from fowl, the Kohen “nips” off the bird’s 
head. What type of bird is it? (1:14) 
3. Which spice was added to flour and oil to make a Min-
chah (meal) offering? (2:1) 
4. Which sacrifice was eaten primarily by the donor? (3:1) 
5. What gender was the Shelamim sacrifice? (3:1) 
 
II. From Rashi 
6. In the case of an Olah, the Torah says when an Adam 
(man) brings this offering, instead of Ish (man). (1:2). Why 
does the Torah use the term Adam? 
7. What is an “Isheh,” an offering of fire? (1:9) 
8. When a “soul” offers a meal offering (2:1). Why does the 
Torah identify the donor as a (soul”? 
9. The Kohen Gadol’s Chattat (sin) offering has blood 
sprinkled toward the Parochet (Curtain) in front of the Holy 
of Holies. Does it touch the Parochet? (4:6) 
10. Where is the Chattat animal burned? (4:12) 
 
III. From the Rabbis 
11. No confession is made when the donor leans on his 
Shelamim (Peace Offering). What does the donor say? 
(Rambam. Hil. Ma’aseh HaKorbanot 3:15) 
12. Who ate the Shelamim sacrifice? (Hirsch) 

13. How is the Chattat different from the Olah, Minchah, 
and Shelamim? 
 
IV. Midrash  
14. One of Moshe’s names was Yered (Jared, which 
means “to go down.”) How does this relate to Moshe? 
 
V. Haftorah: Isaiah  
15. A man cut down a tree and used half of the wood to 
burn a fire and cook the meal. What did he use the rest of 
the wood for? 
 
VI. Relationships  
16. a) Aharon - Aminadav 
      b) Aminadav - Elazar 
      c) Elazar - Gershom 
      d) Gershom - Yocheved 
      e) Yocheved - Yaakov 
 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYIKRA 5783 
 
1. Male. 
2. A turtle dove or a young dove. 
3. Frankincense. 
4. Shelamim (Peace Offering) 
5. Male or female. 
6. The first Adam did not offer a stolen animal; therefore we 
can’t either. 
7. The donor has to have in mind that his sacrifice is being 
placed on the Altar fire. 
8. A meal offering is a poor person’s sacrifice, and it is con-
sidered as if he gave his soul to Hashem. 
9. No. 
10. Outside of the entire Camp of Israel. In the times of the 
Holy Temple, outside of the city of Yerushalayim. 
11. He praises Hashem. 
12. The donor invites his family and friends, and they have 
a feast. 
13. The Chattat is obligatory. The others are voluntary. 
14. Either Moshe brought the Torah down from Mt, Sinai or 
he brought the  
Presence of the Almighty down to the people. 
15. He made an idol for himself. 
16. a) Father-in-law Aminadav 
      b) Grandfather Aminadav 
      c) First Cousins 
      d) Grandmother Yocheved 
      e) Grandfather Yaakov 
 
 
 
 


