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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 6 Tishrei 5783, Shabbat 
Shuvah. We include the appropriate additions for the 
Ten Days of Repentance (Zachreinu L’Chaim, 
HaMelech HaKadosh, et al.)   
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 887 Hz) (p.1149 S) (p. 793 Hi) (p. 1094 AS) 

VAYEILECH     

Deuteronomy 31:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED) 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

Rabbi Emeritus & Rabbi of Sephardi Minyan 
 

1. At the beginning of the parsha Moshe states: “I am 120 
years old today; I can no longer go out and come in….” Rashi 
and other commentators explain that when Moshe states 
that he can no longer go out and come in, he was not 
referring to any physical weakness. He was perfectly able 
physically to do that, but Hashem no longer was permitting 
him to go and come. Therefore the parsha was relating that 
Moshe went throughout the camp to show that he was 
physically healthy. Had he not been so, Moshe was 
permitted to assemble the entire congregation of Israel to his 
tent and be able to deliver his final farewell address to them 
in that fashion. Furthermore, Moshe going to the people 
demonstrated his commitment and dedication to them as 
their leader. He was not only comforting them for his 
imminent departure, but he was also motivating them and 
inspiring them to the next chapter in their lives. (RED) 
 

2. The mitzvah of Hakhel is a very interesting mitzvah on 
many levels.  One aspect is that it is a mitzvah that occurs 
only every seven years.  Most biblical mitzvot have a greater 
sense of consistency.  The Akeidat Yitzchak (Rabbi Yitzchak 
Arama, 1420-1494 Spain) writes that there are four areas 
that create much difficulty for man to develop a closeness 
with God. They are: (1) The need to earn a livelihood.  Man, 
alas, does not find his needs ready made.  (2) Due to natural 
law man keeps aging, getting weaker as he gets older.  Part 
of his time on earth is spent fighting disease and 
counteracting the ravages of time.  (3) The need to fight 
forces which wish to deny man those things he already has 
achieved.  (4) Competing philosophies that lure us into 
betraying our traditions.  Departing from the Akeidat 
Yitzchak’s analysis of these four, I agree with his list but 
comment differently.  When we see people on a regular 
basis we do not note the changes of life.  It is when we see 
people after a certain time then we note the changes that are 
evident in these four areas.  Perhaps that is why it is a seven-
year span between one mitzvah of Hakhel and the next. It 
offers us a sense of self-evaluation and introspection but 
spaced over a greater period of time.  Through that space of 
time we note better the changes in our lives evident in these 
four areas.  (RED) 
 

3. The Torah states that the mitzvah of Hakhel, assembling 
the people on Sukkot once every seven years, was to 
include men, women and children. The Talmud (Chagigah 
3) asks the obvious question as to why we should bring little 
children. Our Sages responded that it was to reward those 
who bring them. The answer is perplexing. The Seforno 
(Rabbi Ovadia Seforno, 1470-1550, Italy) explained that the 
children, when they are brought, are incapable of 
appreciating the words that were being read by the king. 

Nonetheless they will sense that something of great 
importance is transpiring. Eventually they will inquire and 
learn as they mature, for their curiosity and desire to know 
will have been aroused. Hence their attendance at Hakhel 
will serve an important purpose. 
 

 Bringing the small children into the sanctuary should 
have the same impact. Allowing children to run around and 
to talk, and just socialize and enjoy the ambiance of the 
sanctuary, is most inappropriate. It does not give them the 
sense of sanctity of the place. All parents should understand 
that when they bring a child to the synagogue it needs to be 
part of their education. The children must be instructed to 
understand that the sanctuary is a place of Kedushah, 
holiness. If they cannot daven then they should be here for 
a shorter period of time, maybe at a time when they can see 
the Torah, or even approach to kiss the Torah when it is 
being brought out or placed back into the Ark. (RED) 
   
4. “And Moshe summoned Joshua and said to him in the 
presence of all Israel: Be strong and of good courage.” (31:7) 
Moshe is about to depart and take leave of his people and 
of his successor Joshua; but was it necessary for Moshe to 
say goodbye to Joshua in public? Did he have to say “Be 
strong and of good courage” in the presence of the whole 
community? Isn’t that embarrassing to Joshua? Moshe 
wanted them to know of the courage required and the strong 
will needed to resist the fad and whims of the crazes of the 
masses. Any young man who is not strongly set can fall prey 
to these temptations and embark on ambitious ventures that 
seep away every traditional landmark. Even trained spiritual 
leaders have yielded to the desire to please the masses and 
have turned synagogues into theaters and Holy Day worship 
into showpieces. What then can one expect from a young 
student, scientist, doctor or lawyer? Moshe tells Joshua in 
the presence of all Israel: Be strong regardless of your 
environment; withstand all pressures. God will be with you. 
Do not fear the weight of mass opinion. (R. Moshe Swift, 
1907-1983, London.) 
 

5. It is difficult to appreciate any benefit when the Torah 
tells us that Hashem will conceal His face from the people 
(31:17,18). The real task is how to bring Hashem back into 
our lives. The simplest answer is to do the mitzvot Lishmah, 
for the sake of Heaven. Only if we do a mitzvah with a love 
of Hashem and a fulfillment of His command will Hashem 
respond. The Rambam states that Rav Chanania ben 
Teradyon, one of the Ten Martyrs, earned his position in the 
World to Come, not because of his martyrdom but rather 
because of one mitzvah that he was able to perform 
completely Lishmah, for the sake of Heaven. This is a 
powerful lesson for us: If we want to bring Hashem into our 
midst we have to perform one mitzvah L’sheim Shamayim. 
This brings God into our daily lives. It touches our homes, 
makes our homes into a Sanctuary. It permeates our lives 
as we cling to the Almighty. The Jew who acts L’sheim 
Shamayim forms an unbreakable link between Heaven and 
Earth. If Hashem is distant from us it is because we are not 
willing to repent. If we begin performing mitzvot in the correct 
and proper manner we will merit His return. Of course we 
should be observing all the mitzvot in that fashion. Picking 
and choosing mitzvot by virtue of what is easier for us is not 
the best situation. If we take one mitzvah and perform it 
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correctly we will be privileged to bring Hashem into our lives. 
That one mitzvah will lead to many and we will be able to do 
all of the mitzvot properly. 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 891 Hz) (p. 1155 S) (p. 921 Hi) (p. 1204 AS) 

HOSHEA    
 

 The call to repent is thematic of the Days of Awe.  In 
Midrashic literature, the rabbis emphasize not only the 
importance of returning to Hashem, but also the 
effectiveness of repentance.  R. Yehudah HaNasi stated that 
repentance was considered so powerful in the eyes of God 
that it elevated the person to a position right in front of God's 
throne.  This was based upon the opening line of today's 
special haftorah: Return, Israel, unto the Lord your God--
resulting in you being placed "unto," right in front of God.  
And the Almighty would greet the penitent soul before 
greeting the ones who are consistently righteous.  R. Eliezer 
remarked that when a person would insult another person in 
public, he needs to seek appeasement--also in public.  In 
fact, the apologetic "making up" should preferably be in the 
presence of those in front of whom the original insult 
occurred.  But when "making up," with God, God is not 
interested in a public demonstration of penitence, even if the 
original sin was in public.  What God desires is an improved 
relationship between Him and you. 
 
 We should be certain that all food that is to be kept warm 
on Shabbat must be completely cooked before candle 
lighting time.  The possibility of permitting food that is totally 
raw to be placed on a covered stove immediately before 
candle lighting should not be used nowadays.  This was the 
ruling of Rav Henkin years ago and I believe that his 
concerns on this issue are appropriate.  If food is not 
completely cooked before Shabbat there is the strong 
possibility that one might come to violate the Torah 
prohibition against cooking on Shabbat.  Hot cooked foods 
that are to be kept warm must be put in their proper place 
before candle lighting.  When computing candle lighting for 
this issue, it is most appropriate to consider it 18 minutes 
before sunset.  In time of need one knows that it is right 
before sunset that one must be stringent. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYEILECH 

I. From the Text 

1. How old was Moshe when he died? (31:2) 

2. What are the last two Mitzvot in the Torah (numbers 612 and 

613)? (31:22 and 31:19) 

3. To whom did Moshe give the Sefer Torah that he wrote? 

(31:9) 

4. When did Bnei Yisrael perform the Mitzvah of Hakhel? 

(31:10) 

5. What will Hashem do when Bnei Yisrael will reject Him and 

turn to idols? (31:18) 

II. From Rashi 

6. Moshe said “I can no longer go out and come in.” (31:2). But 

later (34:2) the Torah states that Moshe never lost his strength. 

What happened? 

7. Hakhel occurred in the beginning of the 8th year of the 

Shemittah cycle. Why does Moshe call it the year of the Shemit-

tah? (31:10) 

8. From where on the Torah did the king read the Torah during 

Hakhel? (31:11) 

9. What happened to the two silver coronets that Moshe made? 

(31:28) 

10. Moshe said that the people would stop being righteous and 

Hashem-fearing after Moshe died. Did that happen? (31:29) 
 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. “And Moshe went… (32:1). Where did he go? (Ramban) 

12. What was the purpose of the Torah commanding each person 

to write a Sefer Torah? 

13. What purpose was there for Moshe to write a Sefer Torah and 

give it to the Leviyim/Kohanim? (Ramban) 
 

IV. Midrash 

14. Moshe complained to Hashem: There are 36 sins in the Torah 

which are punishable by death. I have not committed any of 

them. Why must I die? What was the Midrash’s answer? 
 

V. Haftorah.   Shabbat Shuvah 

15. What is Hashem always ready to accept? 
 

VI. Relationships  

a) Yitzchak - Lot 

b) Sarah - Rachel 

c) Lot - Esav 

d) Esav - Amalek 

e) Yaakov - Elifaz 

                    ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYEILECH  

1. 120 years of age. 

2. Hakhel (gather the people for a public Torah reading every 

seven years.) and to write a Sefer Torah. 

3. To the Kohanim. 

4. At the beginning of the year after Shemittah, on Sukkot. 

5. Hashem will conceal His face from Bnei Yisrael (Hester 

Panim) 

6. Hashem told Moshe not to go out any more. Moshe was de-

nied Divine permission. 

7. Because in the beginning of the 8th year, there would still 

be no produce in the market. 

8. From a wooden platform built in the courtyard of the Holy 

Temple. 

9. They were hidden (in a Genizah) just prior to his death. 

10. No. It occurred after Joshua’s death. (The implication was 

that Moshe “was alive” as long as his student Joshua was 

alive.) 

11. He went from camp to camp to bid farewell to Bnei Yis-

rael prior to his impending death. 

12. So that the teachings of the Torah would be in each family 

and be passed on to future generations. 

13. To assure no one would be able to add or subtract from the 

Divine text. 

14. Because of the sin of Adam and Eve, who, with their sin, 

introduced death to the world. 

15. Our penitence; our return to Him. 

 

Relationships  

a) First Cousins 

b) Grandmother-in-law  

c) First Cousins once removed 

d) Grandfather Esav 

e) Uncle Yaakov 
 


