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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 9 Kislev 5783, 
December 3, 2022. We will try saying Kiddush Levanah, 
moon-willing, tonight after Maariv. 
                                 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 106 Hz) (p. 164 S) (p. 134 Hi) (p. 144 AS) 

VAYEITZEI     
Bereishit 28:10 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), 
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardi Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 
1. When Yaakov left home, he slept at Beit El and had a 
dream about angels ascending and descending a ladder. 
Obviously it was a completely spiritual dream. The primary 
interpretation was that the angels of Eretz Yisrael were de-
parting, and the angels of Outside Eretz Yisrael were de-
scending to accompany Yaakov on his journey to Charan. 
We see the parallel situation at the end of this Sidrah when 
Yaakov returns to Eretz Yisrael. [In the Shalom Aleichem 
song that we sing every Friday night, we greet angels in the 
opening stanza and send departing greetings to angels in 
the fourth stanza. The Shabbat angels arrive with the onset 
of Shabbat, and the departing angels are those of the week-
day variety. Therefore we conclude that we share this world 
with a great many angels!] (RED) 
 
2. Due to the dream, Yaakov becomes aware that he is in a 
very holy location; it is a holy place. He didn’t know that. That 
place was the future location of the Holy Temple. Maybe his 
fear that he experienced (28:17) was due to the fact that he 
treated the place with disrespect. Now he established an Al-
tar and anointed it with oil. Why did he not offer any sacri-
fices? He takes an oath to give ten percent of his posses-
sions to Hashem. Upon his return from Charan he will come 
back to this place and offer sacrifices. At this moment we 
become aware that Yaakov did not have possessions with 
him. Unusual as this appears, it will become a major dimen-
sion to his journey and future activities on this trip. (RED) 
 
3. Yaakov meets Rachel at the well and immediately falls in 
love with her. Again, just as he had no animals for sacrifices, 
he had no gifts for Rachel or for her father Lavan. He was at 
their mercy and received kindness from Lavan. A deal was 
worked out: Yaakov would work for Lavan for seven years 
to marry Rachel at the end of that time. Why seven years? 
It would seem logical that Yaakov offered that deal to sell 
himself as a Hebrew slave to Lavan. And then an additional 
seven years after Lavan substituted Leah for Rachel. This 
part is more difficult to understand. Halachically Yaakov 
should not have required to serve an additional seven years. 
He did not want to marry Leah. The only explanation is that 
Yaakov was accepting Lavan’s statement that “we don’t give 
the younger one before the older one in our place.” Yaakov 
probably felt the slap in the face because he posed as the 
older one in place of Esav to obtain his father’s blessing of 
the Avraham Birthright. (RED) 
 
4. I have purposefully written about Yaakov’s poverty. His 
inability to offer sacrifices at the site of the Holy Temple, of 
his inability to offer gifts to Rachel and to her father, and the 
reason he had to agree to being a slave in his father-in-law’s 

house. The Midrash is wise to this situation and came up 
with an answer. Rashi quotes a Midrash from Devarim Rab-
bah in 29:11, when Yaakov first meets Rachel, kisses her, 
and immediately cries. Rashi quotes the Midrash to explain 
Yaakov’s outburst of tears. Yaakov came to Charan empty 
handed. When he left Canaan, Elfaz, Esav’s son, chased 
him to fulfill his father’s command to kill Yaakov. When Elfaz 
caught up with Yaakov, he withdrew his outstretched hand 
and said: “what do I do with my father’s command?” Yaakov 
told him to take all that he possessed. And since the Rabbis 
taught us that a poor person is considered as if he were 
dead, you will have successfully fulfilled your father’s com-
mand. What the Midrash has come with is a good reason 
why Yaakov had nothing with him when he came to Charan. 
It explains a great deal. 
 
5. After marrying the females in Lavan’s house and complet-
ing his years of servitude, Yaakov claims “payment” for the 
additional six years of work for his father-in-law, Lavan. The 
sons of Lavan claim that Yaakov had taken much of Lavan’s 
resources. How could they claim that, when it was upon an 
agreed upon result of Yaakov and Lavan’s negotiations. The 
truth of the matter is we have seen this time and again in 
Jewish history. When Jews live in a foreign land and pros-
per, the local population claims that the Jews “took” what 
really belonged to them. We saw it in Plishtim when Yitzchak 
prospered there. And it re-appears repeatedly in Jewish his-
tory. Jewish economic success is always perceived by the 
local population as Jews taking something that doesn’t be-
long to them. This claim by Lavan’s sons is therefore typical 
of our repeated history. (RED) 
 
6. Lavan became upset when Yaakov took his wives and 
children and left town to return to Canaan. On one hand we 
can understand Lavan’s complaint. He was denied the op-
portunity of saying goodbye to his daughters and grandchil-
dren. Leaving Charan probably would mean that Lavan 
would never see his daughters and grandchildren ever 
again in his lifetime. On the other hand, Yaakov did notice a 
change in Lavan: “Yaakov saw Lavan’s face, and it was not 
toward him as in earlier days.” (31:2). Lavan could not con-
ceal his true feelings. He felt that somehow Yaakov had 
tricked him, in getting the flock of animals to increase in 
numbers, all to Yaakov’s benefit. The change in Lavan’s de-
meanor plus the outburst of contempt by Lavan’s sons made 
it easier for Yaakov to decide to leave. Rivkah and Leah 
agreed with Yaakov that Lavan was now treating them as 
strangers. (31:14-16).The end of Yaakov’s story in Charan 
had arrived. The family has agreed in accordance with Ha-
shem’s statement, to leave. 
 
7. MIDRASH. Bereishit Rabbah 29:17. Rava said that the 
Torah states that Leah’s eyes were tender. This was not a 
shameful comment. This was a statement praising Leah. 
Leah heard people talking that Rivkah had two sons and La-
van had two daughters. Let the older son marry the older 
daughter and the younger son will marry the younger daugh-
ter. Leah went out and sat at the crossroads where people 
traveled. She asked people of Rivkah’s two sons. People 
told her that the older son was evil; he would steal from peo-
ple. The younger son was simple and sits in his tent. Leah 
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would cry to the degree that her eyes would appear weak. 
When the Torah said that Leah was hated, it meant that she 
hated the actions of Esav. Leah would pray that she not fall 
into Esav’s lot. Rav Huna commented that Leah’s prayer 
cancelled the (divine) decree. And she ends up marrying 
Yaakov before her sister did. 
 
8. At the end of the Parshah, Yaakov and Lavan reached an 
agreement and created a pact. They built a monument and 
declared that Yaakov not mistreat Lavan’s daughters and 
that neither party would pass this designated landmark with 
hostile intentions. (31:51-53). Later in Parshat Balak, Tar-
gum Yonatan identified Bilaam as Lavan, basically stating 
that the soul of Lavan now appears in the person of Bilaam. 
This leads us to an interesting aspect of the Bilaam story. 
When the donkey missteps carrying Bilaam and rubs 
Bilaam’s leg against the confining fence, the resulting intent 
is telling us that Bilaam (Lavan) is passing and hitting the 
landmark that represents this treaty between Yaakov and 
Lavan. Bilaam (Lavan) was violating the treaty, by passing 
the landmark with intention to harm the descendants of Yaa-
kov! 
 
 


