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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 16 Av 5782, Shabbat 
Nachamu. (All Shabbatot that have a special name are 
named for the Haftorah. We say Av HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 755 Hz) (p. 1008 S) (p. 666 Hi) (p. 958 AS) 

VA'ETCHANAN     

Devarim 3:23 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. Why did Moshe desire to enter Eretz Yisrael? I could 
come up with three answers. The first one was that Moshe 
had a desire to fulfill those Mitzvot that were applicable only 
to life in Eretz Yisrael (Terumah, Ma’aser, Shemittah, Yovel, 
et al). It must have been difficult for Moshe to teach Mitzvot 
that he would never experience firsthand himself. The 
second reason was to experience the fruition of his life’s 
work. It has always seemed amazing to me that Moshe freed 
the Jewish slaves in order to bring them to the Promised 
Land; and he would not be allowed to realize what should 
be the final chapter of his life. It is so sad, in my eyes, that 
the Torah ends without the fulfillment of Hashem’s promise 
to bring the people into Eretz Yisrael. The third reason was 
that Moshe had a true desire to experience that extra 
sanctity of the Temple Mount, the place where Avraham had 
offered Yitzchak as a sacrifice. Building the Mishkan was a 
preamble to building the Holy Temple, a scene that Moshe 
will miss since it was a dream not to be realized. (RED) 
 

2. Why did Moshe want to reprove Bnei Yisrael before he 
died? The Ramban stated that Moshe said that he will die 
now, and he won’t be able to teach them Torah in the 
Promised Land. He was therefore afraid that they would 
forget that which Moshe taught them and what they saw at 
Sinai. The Seforno adds a similar thought having Moshe 
saying “I have to reprove you because I will not be 
accompanying you” in their continued journey into Canaan. 
It is interesting to note that in this quotation the Seforno does 
not mention that Moshe will die now. The implication is that 
even if Moshe were to continue living, he will not be with 
Bnei Yisrael. The important and relevant fact is that Moshe 
will no longer be the Teacher of Israel. The Midrash states 
that had Moshe led the people into the Promised Land, he 
would have built a Holy Temple that would have been 
eternal. It would not have been destroyed. The Midrash is 
stating that Moshe’s death is a major game changer. His 
absence will be felt in many ways.  
 

3. In 4:6 the Torah states that if the Jewish people will 
adhere to the Mitzvot of the Torah (and according to Rashi, 
learn the Oral Torah as well), then the nations of the world 
will recognize our conduct and wisdom. This I find to be true 
in today’s world as well, in the eyes of the religious non-
Jewish world. Years ago when I was in college, I took a 
summer course at Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 
Walking on campus wearing a Kippah drew attention in the 
Catholic school. Every day I was approached by nuns who 
inquired of my wellbeing and offered any help that I would 
need. Later in life, married with small children, we lived in 
Richmond, Va. One of our neighbors was a very devout 
Christian family with teenage daughters. They were 

attracted to our home. They were so thrilled to see a family 
observing the ways of the Bible. This verse rang true, in the 
eyes of religious people of another faith. Our way of life 
earned their respect and admiration, (RED) 
 

4. “V’Nishmartem M’Od L’Nafshoteichem: You should 
greatly protect your souls…” (4:15) is a verse that literally 
tells us to protect ourselves SPIRITUALLY by staying far 
away from all forms of idolatry. Yet the Talmud and many 
Codifiers take this verse out of context and apply it to the 
mandate to protect our souls and body from physical danger. 
Thereby using drugs would become a violation of Halachah. 
The question of cigarette smoking became a subject of 
debate. Reb Moshe Feinstein wrote in his Responsa that 
there is no Torah violation, but it is not healthy for you. 
“Hashem should protect the simple ones.” When speaking 
to Rabbi Moshe Tendler zt”l, he said that when his father-in-
law wrote that Responsum, it was not so clear from the 
medical research. But had Reb Moshe lived long enough to 
read today’s medical conclusions, he would have 
emphatically come to a decision to prohibit cigarette 
smoking from the Torah. (As many rabbis have done over 
recent years.) Considering the commonplace of smoking in 
the ultra-Orthodox community, this continues to be a hot 
Halachik topic. (RED) 
 

5. When the Jewish people will be in Exile, Moshe said 
“From there you (plural) will seek Hashem…and you 
(singular) will find Him…” (4:29). It is noteworthy that many 
will seek God, but only a few will be successful. Very few 
commentators site this distinction. When Russia went 
Communist and Atheist in 1917, they educated their 
population, millions of Jews included, to not know God. We 
lost millions of Jews. When I visited Russia in 1983, before 
Glasnost, there were dozens of Jews who were discovering 
Judaism, very few in the mass of assimilation. In America, 
the threat to Judaism was the Americanization of the Jewish 
people. According to the Pew report of 2020, 72% of the 
non-Orthodox Jewish population were intermarried, a very 
large figure indeed. There is a trickle of non-Jews each year 
who convert to our way of life and belief. The reality of our 
life is a true threat to our growth, but a fulfillment of Moshe’s 
words in this verse. (RED) 
 

6. The Ten Commandments in this Parshah are virtually 
identical to those back in Yitro, with some subtle changes. 
One change is in the Mitzvah of Shabbat. In Yitro it is 
Zachor, Remember the Shabbat. Here it is Shamor, Guard 
the Shabbat. Shamor literally is a statement of Place it in 
your Heart. That probably means always know when 
Shabbat is. (Cassuto). This appeals to me in retirement, 
when days become easily merged. Our Sages said that 
Zachor refers to the positives of Shabbat (Kiddush, Nice 
Clothing, Banquet Meals et al) while Shamor refers to 
refraining from doing work on Shabbat. But the real kicker 
was when the Sages said that Zachor and Shamor were said 
in a single utterance, meaning that they are equal 
components of this Mitzvah. The written Ten 
Commandments had only Zachor written on it (Ramban). 
Moshe added the Shamor component orally. When Shabbat 
is long, it might be difficult to keep the Zachor part during a 
long afternoon when there is a desire to change out of our 
Shabbat clothes. Worth considering. (RED) 



"

 
7. The paragraph of the Shema is our creed, the epitome of 
our system of belief in Hashem. We are required to recite it 
twice daily, and to place it on the doorposts of our homes. 
But even more important is to actually do what it says. Lip 
service is only good if it is backed up by our deeds. Teaching 
Torah to our children is crucial to our system of belief. Being 
role models in our community is likened to the teaching of 
our children (based on Rashi on 6:7). Placing the Shema in 
our Tephillin and in our Mezuzot is telling us that we should 
never lose sight of making the Shema central in our daily 
lives. There are 42 words in the paragraph of V’Ahavta plus 
the 6 words of the Shema Yisrael = 48 words in total. This 
corresponds to the 42 Levitical cities plus the 6 Cities of 
Refuge = 48 cities given to the Leviyim. What is the 
similarity? Both represent safe places. It is a safe place for 
the accidental killer. All the Levitical cities. The Shema is 
also a safe place (emotionally and spiritually) for every 
Jewish person. (RED) 
 

8. MIDRASH Devarim Rabbah 2:23. Rabbi Elazar said: 
Israel was redeemed from Egypt only because of the 
following five reasons: 1. Distress, 2. Repentance, 3. The 
Merits of the Patriarchs, 4. Hashem’s Mercy, 5. The Term of 
their slavery which had come to an End. (And he quotes a 
verse to back up each of the five components.). In the time 
to come also they will be redeemed only because of the 
same five reasons. 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 776 Hz) (p. 1028 S) (p. 909 Hi) (p. 1196 AS) 

ISAIAH      40:1-26
 

 “Comfort ye, comfort ye My people saith your God” 

(Isaiah 40).  The Midrash (Yalkut Shemoni) on this verse 
proclaims:  “May it be a comfort for those above and for 
those below, for the living and for the dead, for this world 
and the world to come.” This Midrash seems to be conveying 
an important message.  Unless comforting or consolation is 
total, there is no real comfort at all.  To comfort an individual 
or a people half-heartedly is no consolation.  In fact, the 
Midrash elsewhere states that when Yeshayahu first 
mouthed the words "Nachamu, Nachamu," the Jews wanted 
to kill him.  It is only when he completed his message with 
"says your God" that they were assuaged.  The Jews at the 
time were so distraught and in such despair that nothing 
short of a direct message of comfort from Hashem would do.  
Anything less would ring empty of meaning and speak poorly 
of the messenger.  When we as individuals are put to the 
challenge of having to offer comfort such as on the occasion 
of comforting mourners, we must be aware of the same 
hazards of offering incomplete Nechamah.  In essence, 
saying "the right thing" at the right time is an art.  
Unfortunately, all too often, we are all called upon to be 
artists. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VA’ETCHANAN 5782 
By RED 

I. From the Text 
1. What did Moshe request at the beginning of this Parshah? 
(3:25) 
2. What ray of optimism did Moshe state that would happen at the 
end of the Exile? (4:29) 

3. Give an example of a Mitzvah that is a “testimony,” reflecting 
Hashem’s existence?  
4. What is the reward for Honoring your Parents? (5:16) 
5. Which son in the Haggadah asks 6:29: What are the 
testimonies and the decrees and the judgements that Hashem 
has commanded you? 
II. From Rashi 

6. How many different verbs are there in the Hebrew language 
that mean “to pray”? (3:23) 
7. What three examples does Rashi give for the command “Do 
not add” to the Mitzvot? (4:2) 
8. Hashem taught Moshe the entire Torah and instructed him to 
teach it to Bnei Yisrael. What else did Hashem tell Moshe to 
teach Bnei Yisrael? (4:14) 
9. When did Hashem command the people about the Mitzvah of 
Shabbat? (5:12) 
10. What is the Mitzvah of putting a sign on your arm and an 
ornament between your eyes? (6:10) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why did Moshe feel that Bnei Yisrael’s children and 
grandchildren would falter in Torah observance? (Chizkuni) 
12. What is the significance of Zachor and Shamor, Remember 
and Safeguard the Shabbat? (Ramban) 
13. What are the Seven Noachide Laws? (Sanhedrin 56a and 
Rambam Hil. Melachim 9:1) 
IV. Midrash 

14. Yosef’s remains were being re-buried in Eretz Yisrael. Why 
wasn’t Moshe’s body allowed to be buried in Eretz Yisrael? 
V. Haftorah. Isaiah 
15. Who is the only one who can comfort Yerushalayim? 
VI. Relationships  
a) Avraham - Nachor 
b) Yitzchak - Lot   (2 answers) 
c) Yaakov - Guni 
d) King David - Adoniyahu 
e) Dina - Yehudah 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VA’ETCHANAN 5782 

1. To cross into the Land and see it (not to be the leader of the 
people). 
2. Bnei Yisrael would eventually repent and return to Eretz 
Yisrael. 
3. Shabbat, which testifies to the Creation of the World; and 
Matzah, which testifies to the Exodus. 
4. Long life (in Eretz Yisrael). 
5. The wise son. 
6. Ten verbs mean to pray. (See Siftei Chachamim) 
7. 5 Parshiyot in Tephillin; 5 species with the Mitzvah of Lulav and 
Etrog; 5 corners of Tzitzit. 
8. The Oral Torah. 
9. At Marah (before Mt. Sinai) when Bnei Yisrael complained 
about the water being bitter. (Exodus 15:25) 
10. Tephillin  
11. The Bnei Yisrael in the desert saw the Revelation of Hashem. 
Their descendants would not; it would be history. 
12. Zachor refers to the positive Mitzvot of Shabbat; Safeguard 
refers to the negative Mitzvot of Shabbat. 
13. Idolatry, “Blessing” the Divine Name; Murder: Sexual 
Immorality; Theft; Court Systems; Eating a Limb Torn from a 
Living Animal. 
14. When the daughters of Yitro told their father that an Egyptian 
man saved them from the shepherds, Moshe didn’t correct them. 
When Yosef appeared before Pharoah, he immediately identified 
himself as a Hebrew. 
15. Hashem  
VI. Relationships  

a) Brothers 
b) Uncle Lot (Midrash) and First Cousins  
c) Grandfather Yaakov (Guni was Naphtali’s son) 
d) Father King David 
e) Brother - Sister 


