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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 28 Elul 5782. We do 
not bensch Rosh Chodesh Tishrei which will be this 
week. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 878 Hz) (p.1138 S) (p. 786 Hi) (p. 1086 AS) 

NETZAVIM    

Deuteronomy 29:9 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED), 

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz 1550-
1619, Prague) states that the list of people in the first verse 
means that in the eyes of Moshe and in the eyes of Ha-
shem, we are all equal. We are all equal when we enter 
into the Covenant with Hashem. And we are all equal in 
Hashem’s eyes when we stand in front of Him in judgement 
this Rosh Hashanah. Of course we wouldn’t want to be 
wood choppers; we would rather be leaders. And of course 
Hashem expects more from a religious scholar than he ex-
pects from an ignorant Jew. So then what did the Kli Yakar 
mean by equal? We all stand and will receive a fair chance 
of receiving a proper judgement from Hashem. With this 
understanding this is a most proper Torah reading for the 
Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah. (RED) 
 
2. One of the foremost verses in the Torah is 29:28…” The 
secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but the things 
that are revealed belong unto us and to our children  for-
ever, that we may do all the words of this Torah.” Certain 
things are hidden from us and are revealed only to Ha-
shem. He alone will deal with them, but things done in pub-
lic are up to us to address. Rabbi Binyamin Szold pointed 
out that the cantillation on the word “revealed” emphasizes 
for us our responsibility for the performance on the Mitzvot. 
(Rabbi Szold was a rabbi in Baltimore during the Civil War. 
He is better known as the father of Henrietta Szold, of 
Hadassah fame.) Much commentary abounds on this 
verse. There are Jews who hide their Judaism or do not 
know that they are Jewish. These are in the hands of Ha-
shem. The rest of us should proudly portray ourselves as 
Jews. 
 
3. There certain stages in the Redemption of the Jewish 
people: the Ingathering of all Jewish Exiles back to Eretz 
Yisrael, the Coming of the Mashiach, the rebuilding of the 
Holy Temple, the Re-establishment of the Kingdom of Da-
vid. Sages disagree as the order of these events in the time 
of Redemption. The Rambam has it as the coming of Ma-
shiach first, then the building of the Holy Temple, and then 
the ingathering of all the Exiled. (Hil. Melachim chapter 11.) 
According to the Yerushalmi Talmud, the building of the 
Temple will come first. (Tractate Ma’aser Sheini chapter 5). 
There are more variations on this theme. One comment I 
especially liked is attributed to Rabbi Zundel of Kominetz: 
we will need two Messiahs (Mashiach ben Yosef and Ma-
shiach ben David). One will take us out of the Exile; and 
the other will take the Exile out of us! 
 

4. Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik, the Brisker Rav ( and grand-
father of my Rebbe) was an anti Zionist. He was asked why 
is it that the ultra-Orthodox are standing on the side, being 
mostly anti-Zionist, while the liberal Jews are the ones who 
lead the charge in developing Medinat Yisrael? Reb Chaim 
responded that at a wedding the procession at first are the 
relatives of the young couple. At the end of the procession 
comes the bride and groom, the real important people. 
That answer didn’t come out that well in my view. Rabbi 
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, his grandson, my Rebbe, was a 
proud member of the anti-Zionist movement prior to World 
War II, but the Holocaust truly changed him. After the war 
he became the leading Rabbi of Mizrachi, the religious Zi-
onist movement. He felt that had there been a State of Is-
rael at that time, many more Jews would have been saved 
from the Holocaust.  
 
5. On a lighter note, two interesting tidbits come to mind. 
One is the arch defender of Klal Yisrael, Rabbi Levi 
Yitzchak  of Berditchev (1740-1809, Poland, Ukraine.). On 
the invitation to the wedding of his granddaughter, he had 
written: The wedding will, in Hashem’s will, be in 
Yerushalayim the Holy City. But if the Mashiach will not 
come this year, the wedding will be in Berditchev. The sec-
ond cute tidbit is from Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschutz (1690-
1764, Poland, Prague, Germany). A Jew hater asked the 
rabbi: It is written in Jewish texts that the Mashiach will ar-
rive riding a donkey, an ass. So why are all the Jews in our 
time riding horses? Rabbi Eybeschutz responded: What 
other choice is there? All the asses have become govern-
ment officials! 
 
6. Speaking of Rabbi Eybeschutz, he wrote that we were 
exiled from Eretz Yisrael due to the sins that we committed 
there. The laws of Teshuvah dictate that the penitence 
should be in the same location of the sin. Therefore when 
the Torah says that Hashem will bring us back to Eretz Yis-
rael (30:5), this will transpire before we do Teshuvah, re-
pent. Our penitence will be in Eretz Yisrael. This explains 
a puzzling facet of the religious rabbinical leaders who led 
the Zionist banner in Europe in the 19th century. Rabbi 
Shmuel Mohliver, one of the foremost Zionist ultra-Ortho-
dox rabbis, did believe that when a Jew made Aliyah at that 
time, he would become frum, religiously observant upon 
entry into the Holy Land. The disappointment of this not 
happening did not dim his Zionistic zeal. 
 
7. When the migration of Jews of Europe multiplied at the 
end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, certain historical developments were quite apparent. 
Many Jewish immigrants left their Judaism in Europe. The 
attraction of becoming American was not an enticement to 
convert to Christianity. It was to be American. The Tallit 
and Tephillin were left abroad. The desecration of the 
Shabbat was extremely attractive. It was the bold rendition 
of what the Torah said: the Torah is not across the sea. 
(30:13). So go across the ocean and desert your Judaism. 
The origins of Jewish life in Central Virginia (Richmond) is 
recorded in an historical book. In it, the authors wrote that 
the original Jews coming from Europe to Richmond were 
mostly Sephardim, but by 1910, none of them were Jewish 
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any longer, including all of their descendants. One women 
wrote a letter to the authors stating that she was a proud 
descendant of 18th century Jewish immigrants. And she 
was raised a Christian and was married to a Baptist minis-
ter.  
 
8. MIDRASH. Devarim Rabbah. 8:1. Great is prayer in the 
sight of Hashem. Rabbi Eleazar said: If you wish to know 
the power of prayer, know that if it does not achieve the 
whole of its object, it achieves at least half of it.  Sin rose 
up against Abel his brother and slew him, and the decree 
went forth: a fugitive and a wanderer will you be in the 
earth. (Bereishit 4:12). Immediately Cain confessed before 
Hashem : “My punishment is greater than I can bear.” Ha-
shem listened to Cain, and he lived in the land of Nod. Like-
wise do we note the case of King Chizkiyahu. When Ha-
shem told him he was to die, he turned to the wall and 
prayed. Hashem heard his prayer and granted him 15 ad-
ditional years.  

 
QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT NETZAVIM 5782 
by RED 

 
I. From the Text 

1. For what reason did Moshe gather the people one last time? 
(29:11) 
2. What will Hashem do to a person who rejects Hashem and 
embraces idolatry? (29:18) 
3. How will a non-Jewish onlooker understand Hashem changing 
the Land of Milk and Honey to a land of desolation? (29:24-25) 
4. What made this Covenant different from the previous ones? 
(29:28) 
5. Where is Hashem during our Exile? (30:3) 
 
II. From Rashi 

6. When did Moshe gather the people together to hear his mes-
sage of Nitzavim? (29:9) 
7. Who were the wood choppers included to hear Moshe’s last 
address? (29:10) 
8. Why did idolators hide their gods of gold and silver? (29:16) 
9. What is meant by the Torah stating that “the revealed sins are 
for us and our children forever…” (29:28) 
10. The Torah is not in Heaven. (30:12). What would Bnei Yisrael 
need to do if the Torah were in Heaven? 
 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why were the little children included to hear Moshe’s final ad-
dress? (Seforno) 
12. The Talmud (Niddah 30b) tells us that each fetus is taught the 
Torah while in the womb and forgets it at birth. Why does this 
happen? (Rav Soloveitchik) 
13. If a person dedicates his life to Torah, who will benefit from 
this besides himself? (Rav Moshe Feinstein) 
 
IV. Midrash  

14. This Covenant is binding with even those “who are not here.” 
Who are those who are not here? (Tanchuma) 
 
V. Haftorah.   Isaiah 

15. “I will greatly rejoice with the Lord.” (Opening line of the Hafto-
rah). Who is speaking? 
 
VI. Relationships  

a) Reuven - Pallu  
b) Kehat - Merari 

c) Chevron - Uziel 
d) Aminadav - Aharon 
e) Elazar - Nachshon  
 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT NETZAVIM 5782 

 
1. To initiate them into a Covenant with Hashem. 
2. Hashem will erase his name from under the Heaven. (Kill him) 
3. He will understand that Hashem is punishing His people who 
rejected Him and worshipped idols. 
4. The concept of Areivut, co-responsibility. Each Jew concerns 
himself with his friend’s fate and deeds. 
5. He is with Bnei Yisrael in Exile. 
6. On the day of his death. 
7. They were Canaanites whom Moshe rejected from converting 
to Judaism. He allowed them to accompany the Jewish people as 
wood choppers. 
8. Lest they be stolen. The gods could not defend themselves. 
9. Everyone is obligated to safeguard the integrity of Israel from 
sin. 
10. We would be required to ascend to Heaven and learn Torah. 
11. Moshe was indicating that the parents were responsible to 
raise their children as Jews. 
12. Every Jew has an affinity for the Torah. He has an intuitive 
wisdom for the Torah. 
13. His children. They will be inspired by what their father does. 
14. People of future generations. 
15. Yerushalayim  
 
16. Relationships  
a) Father Reuven 
b) Brothers (sons of Levi) 
c) Brothers. (Sons of Kehat) 
d) Father-in-Law Aminadav 
e) Uncle Nachshon 

 

 

 

 

  


