
"

 

SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 27 Shevat 5782. We 
bensch Rosh  Chodesh Adar Rishon which will be this 
Tuesday and Wednesday; the re-appearance of the 
moon will be this Tuesday afternoon at 3:07pm and 
16 Chalakim (about 53.3 seconds). We omit Av 
HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 306 Hz) (p. 471 S) (p. 287 Hi) (p. 416 AS) 

MISHPATIM      Exodus 21:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. When Moshe was learning the Torah with Hashem atop 
Mt. Sinai, he was listening attentively and preparing to take 
notes. Hashem told Moshe that He would dictate to Moshe 
what to write. So the written Torah was really the notes on 
the bigger lecture that Hashem learned with Moshe. In this 
regard we see that the Oral Tradition was really the lecture 
in its entirety (along with additional comments by our 
Sages) (Hirsch). [RED’s note: This would also explain why 
in the morning we say the Berachah of La’asok B’Divrei 
Torah before the Berachah of Notain HaTorah. Why do we 
say the blessing over learning the Oral Torah before the 
blessing over learning the Written Torah? The Oral Torah 
is more important. It truly explains the Written Torah in fuller 
detail.] Now we see a detailed explanation of the first line of 
this Sidrah.  
 
2. Our Sages explain that the Jewish slave has his ear 
pierced at the end of his six year service if he wishes to 
continue as a slave. This was done to a Jew who was sold 
into slavery as a result of a sin of theft. This was to remind 
the sinner that this was the ear which had heard Do Not 
Steal at Sinai. The Kli Yakar asks why is it that this 
ceremony is performed at the end of six years. This should 
have been done at the beginning of his slavery. There is a 
principle that we do not punish a person twice for the one 
sin. His punishment was being sold into slavery. But now, 
after six years, the sinner is acknowledging that his slavery 
was not perceived as a punishment. So now his ear is 
pierced to demonstrate a different punishment. He is still in 
need in learning the lesson of Do Not Steal. 
 
3.  We learn that striking a parent can be considered a 
capital crime (21:15). Yet our Sages teach us that striking 
a parent after the parent is dead is no crime whatsoever. 
Yet cursing a parent is a crime even if it was done after the 
parent had died. The reason is clear. Hitting a parent is a 
crime of inflicting pain upon a person’s body, and the victim 
doesn’t feel the blow after he has died. But cursing a person 
is a crime against a person’s soul, and therefore is felt after 
the body has died because the soul still exists. (Maharal, 
Rabbi Yehudah Loeb ben Betzalel, 1520-1609, Poland and 
Prague.) This further teaches us that Honoring your Parent 
is a Mitzvah that continues for as a long as you live, even 
long after your parent has died. (RED) 
 

4.  When a person injures a fellow Jew, he is obligated to 
pay for five items: Nezek, loss of the limb injured, Tza’ar, 
pain, Ripui, medical expenses, Shevet, incapacitation, and 
Boshet, humiliation. Nezek is estimated, according to the 
Gemara, through the slave market. What he would sell for 
as a whole person less what he would now sell for without 
the injured limb. Tza’ar, pain, is valued between what a 
person would pay for loss of a limb through an amputation 
with anesthesia and how this injury occurred. Ripui is 
medical expenses including medicine, drugs, and therapy. 
Incapacitation is loss of work. And Boshet is the humiliation 
of going through this loss. The consideration of how much 
a person is required to pay is complicated and requires 
much research and deliberation. 
 
5.  When (if) you lend money to My people, to the poor man 
among you… (22:24). There are three places in the Torah 
where the word IM, normally translated as “if” indicates an 
obligation. The first one is: IF you build me an altar (20:22). 
The second is (Leviticus 2:14): IF you bring an offering of 
first fruits. The third one is this verse. In each case the word 
IM: IF is best translated as WHEN, indicating an obligation. 
The Talmud writes that a person lends to a person when he 
is in need. The Siftei Kohen (Rav Shabbatai HaKohen, 
1621-1662, Moravia) asks an obvious question. A poor 
person is always in need. The answer he presents is that 
the person in need is the lender. This person feels 
compassion for a person who has less than he does. This 
is a person who deserves Hashem’s blessing. And this is a 
high level of Tzedakah. 
 
6.  A Jew is not allowed to charge another Jew interest on 
a loan. The word interest is translated in the Torah as 
Neshech (a bite) and Ribit (an increase). For the borrower, 
it is a bite because he is giving more back than he received 
so it is taking a bite out of him. For the lender, it is Ribit, 
more than he gave, a profit to his business venture. There 
is a divine punishment meted out to both the lender and the 
borrower. In fact, even the witnesses, the guarantor, and 
the scribe who writes the note, are punished. The sin of 
taking interest is so great that it is punishable by being 
denied a portion in the Resurrection of the Dead. (Midrash). 
[RED’s note: I once was approached by two congregants 
who disagreed on the nature of an amount of $25,000. One 
said it was a loan, and the other said it was an investment. 
The deal soured, and the money was lost. I told them that 
they both deserved to be punished. The Talmud states that 
every money transaction between two people should be 
written down and signed by witnesses.] 
 
7.  When writing a contract between two people, the sum of 
the money should not be written at the end of the line, but 
in the middle. This would prevent any altering of the sum, 
either by adding a zero or two to the number, or by adding 
a Hebrew suffix that would increase the number involved. If 
the sum is placed at the end of a line, the whole contract is 
invalid just because there was a chance that the sum could 
be altered. The date on the contract must be clearly stated 
with the month, date, and year clearly stated. If it is a leap 
year, the month of Adar has to have been clearly defined 



 
 

as the first or second month of Adar. This paragraph is 
much too short to allow a full definition of all laws involved 
in the writing of contracts. So be forewarned that the Codes 
is very precise in laying out the laws of contracts. 
 
8.  MIDRASH. Shemot Rabbah 30:19. Why did Hashem 
give the crown to Yehudah? He was not the only brave one 
of all the brothers. Were not Shimon and Levi and the 
others valiant too? Because he dealt justly with Tamar did 
he become the judge of the tribe (king). It is like a judge 
who tried an orphan girl and found means to declare her 
innocent. When the case of Tamar came before Yehudah, 
under sentence to be burnt, he acquitted her. When she 
presented her case to him, he proclaimed: She's more 
righteous than I. For this Hashem made him a prince…. 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 323 Hz) (p. 497 S) (p. 855 Hi) (p. 1156 AS) 

JEREMIAH   34:8 

 
 “Now all the princes and all the people who had 
entered into the covenant hearkened that every one 
should let his manservant and everyone his maidservant 
go free, no longer holding them in slavery; then they 
obeyed and let them go. But afterwards they turned and 
brought back the menservants and the maidservants 
whom they had let free, and forcibly made them into 
manservants and maidservants.” They reneged on their 
agreement and took back their slaves, i.e. they seized 
them forcibly to be manservants and maidservants 
(Mezudat David). Malbim conjectures that at that time 
many of the poor people were enslaved by the wealthier 
classes in order to pay their debts to them. During the 
siege, Zedekiah feared that they would rebel or defect 
to the Chaldeans, as indeed happened later to the 
Romans in such a case. He, therefore, proclaimed that 
they make a covenant to free the slaves in order to avoid 
the rebellion. When the siege was over, and with it the 
threat of rebellion, the former owners took back their 
former slaves. In this, they committed two sins: (1) they 
violated the covenant and the oath, and (2) they 
enslaved people who were completely free men, in 
effect, kidnapping or stealing them. Daat Soferim adds 
that the original emancipation of the slaves was 
accompanied by a ceremony amidst great celebration. 
The ceremony was to impress all spectators with the 
idea that it is improper to subjugate one another. 
 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT MISHPATIM 5782 
by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 
I. From the Text 
1. For how long does a Jewish slave serve his Jewish master? 
(21:2) 
2. What three items is a husband required to give his wife? 
(21:10) 
3. If a man steals another Jew’s ox and slaughters it, when he is 
caught, how much does he pay the owner? (22:37) 
4. May I feed my dog a can of dog food that has meat and milk in 
it? (23:19) 

5. Why is there a prohibition to allow an idol worshiper to live in 
Eretz Yisrael? (23:33) 
II. From Rashi 
6. Why were the societal laws recorded in the Torah right after 
the law mandating an Altar? (21:1) 
7. If a man sells his underage daughter into slavery, how long 
does she serve? (21:7) 
8. If a man tunnels into your house to steal something, and you 
kill him, what are you guilty of? (22:1) 
9. The Torah says that you should kill a sorceress. (22:18). What 
about a sorcerer? 
10. If one finds a dead carcass in a field, one gives it to a dog. 
(22:30). Why to a dog? 
III. From the Rabbis 
11. What happens to a man who strikes another Jew, and the 
victim is in serious condition in bed? (Ramban) 
12. Why would you want to curse a judge? 
13. What would need to happen to permit Bnei Yisrael to make 
peace with the Canaanites? (Ramban) 
IV. Midrash 
14. Before the Kohanim were installed, who would conduct the 
ritual services of sacrifice to Hashem? 
V. Haftorah 
15. What did the ruling classes do to the Jewish slaves that they 
had recently granted freedom? 
VI. Relationships  
a) Kehat - Amram (two answers) 
b) Kehat - Misha’el 
c) Yehudah - Shailah 
d) Haran - Milkah  
e) Keturah - Midian 
 
ANSWERS: 
 
1. For six years. 
2. Food, clothing, and marital relations. 
3. Five times the value of the ox. 
4. Yes you may. The prohibition in the Torah is only with kosher 
meat. 
5. Lest they cause you to sin against Hashem and worship the 
idol too.  
6. To tell us to put the Sanhedrin next to the Holy Temple. 
7. Either for six years, or until the Jubilee year, or until she 
reaches maturity (about 12 years old). 
8. There is no guilt because it is considered self-defense. 
9. Kill him. The Torah writes a sorceress because the majority of 
them are woman. 
10. Because the dogs did not howl when Bnei Yisrael left Egypt. 
You are allowed to give it to a different animal. 
11. The striker is put in jail until we see what happens to the 
victim. 
12. If he ruled against you.  
13. The Canaanites would have to give up their idols. 
14. The firstborn males in each family served that role. 
15. They made them slaves again. 
Relationships: 
a) Father Kehat; Brothers-in-law 
b) Grandfather Kehat 
c) Father Yehudah 
d) Father Haran 
e) Mother Keturah 
 

 
 
 
 


