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SHABBAT SHALOM. CHAG CHANUKAH 
SAMAI’ACH. Today is 30 Kislev 5782, the sixth day 
of Chanukah, the first day of Rosh Chodesh Tevet, 
and Shabbat Parshat Mikeitz. We sing full Hallel and 
read from three Sifrei Torah. We include Ya’aleh 
V’Yavo and Al HaNissim in our Amidah. We omit Av 
HaRachamim. In Mussaf we say Attah Yatzarta. 

 
TORAH DIALOGUE 

(p. 155 Hz) (p. 252 S) (p. 175 Hi) (p. 222 AS) 
MIKEITZ    

Genesis 41:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. When Yosef was brought from the prison to Pharaoh to 
interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, it was obvious to Yosef that 
Pharaoh’s wizards and advisors would be present, and 
would be the first ones to attack Yosef. After all, Yosef is 
young, a foreigner, a Jew, and a felon. And they had 
already proposed interpretations to Pharaoh and were 
rejected. It was a brilliant move on Yosef’s part to add to 
the interpretation that Pharaoh should immediately choose 
a wise man to lead the country and deal with this upcoming 
famine. Each of Pharaoh’s advisors would think that here 
was a chance that each one of them would be chosen. 
They would not be so quick in attacking Yosef (Dubnover 
Magid). Jealousy and envy were heightened by Yosef’s 
presence in court that day. And this was a major concern 
for Yosef. Many centuries later, when Maimonides, the 
Rambam, was serving the Egyptian caliph as a doctor, he 
was one of many court appointed doctors, and the 
Rambam spent years fending off their jealousy and envy. 
(RED) 
 
2. If someone were to predict a famine in seven years 
time, I don’t believe his prediction would be taken 
seriously, especially if he were a slave prisoner. And as 
the years passed by, his words would have been forgotten. 
Experiencing years of plenty would bury his prediction in 
the sands of the desert. Even if you were a religious 
believer, the seven years of plenty would plant the growing 
idea that God would certainly have the compassion that 
the evil decree would be cancelled. What kept this 
prediction alive was that at the outset of the years of plenty, 
officials were selected to organize the Egyptian economy 
so that silos would be filled with the excess grain to ward 
off the effects of the famine. This would serve as a 
constant reminder that there is a famine on the horizon. It 
would seem that every detail to support the prediction was 
thought of and in place to keep the prediction in everyone’s 
mind. (RED) 
 
3. Pharaoh used an expression that in Hebrew lends itself 
to different interpretations, both completely acceptable 
(41:38). Pharaoh supports his appointment of Yosef as 
Viceroy of Egypt by the words: “Could we find another like 
him - a man in whom is the spirit of God?” Is it “could” we 
find or is it “can there be found.”? Both are valid 
interpretations of Pharaoh’s words. But the second 

interpretation is much more flattering. According to the first 
way of understanding it, Pharaoh could be saying: can we 
find anyone better. Pharaoh is smart. Let’s put it all on 
Yosef. If he is right, then he saves all of us from the famine. 
But if he is wrong, then none of us are at fault, and Yosef 
will be hanging in the wind. He will sink or swim with his 
prediction. And either way, Pharaoh will be untarnished 
and a hero in Egyptian history. (Rashi and the Ramban.) 
 
4. Pharaoh’s job isn’t over. He has to dress Yosef up in 
the best possible way to be accepted by the Egyptians. 
Firstly he has to change Yosef’s name. Something unique 
and not recognizable. Tzafnat Panei’ach. He who reveals 
that which is hidden. Yosef did not take the name change. 
Soon thereafter the Torah states that Yosef went out over 
the land of Egypt, which I take it to mean that he went out 
as Yosef. And his Egyptian name is never mentioned 
again. The next item on Pharaoh’s agenda is to get Yosef 
married. In this case Pharaoh is super wise in getting 
Potiphar’s daughter to marry Yosef. If there is a personal 
enemy for Yosef in Egypt, it is Potiphar, who had Yosef 
arrested and imprisoned. He would be the one person who 
would badmouth Yosef, the new Viceroy. But by making 
Yosef Potiphar’s son-in-law, the animus is immediately 
removed. Harming Yosef would be harming his own 
daughter. Problem solved. (RED) 
 
5. Marrying a convert is not necessarily a really good 
religious option. But consider these results. Yosef marries 
Osnat. Moshe marries Tzipporah. Yehoshua marries 
Rachav. These were great leaders of the Jewish people 
who married righteous converts, and with only good things 
stated about them. Consider the current state. A Jew 
marries an American convert. They are blessed with 
children. The children have two sets of grandparents. One 
set of grandparents light a Menorah on Chanukah. The 
other set have a Christmas tree. The grandchildren can eat 
at one house, but cannot eat at the other house. So much 
care and consideration has to be discussed ahead of time 
to establish an accepted way of life. I know of successful 
marriages, but I have also dealt with difficult family 
circumstances. These family considerations did not exist 
in ancient times, but do exist today. (RED) 
 
6. When Yaakov saw the reality of the famine hit Canaan, 
he dispatched his sons to Egypt to procure grain. He 
further stated to them “why do you make yourselves 
conspicuous?” (42:1). In other words, do not make 
yourselves appear to have a lot to eat. This was good 
advice and was repeated many times in the future. In 2008, 
there was the Great Recession, and people were feeling 
the financial crunch. Several wealthy Jews in New York 
City were in the midst of some construction endeavors. 
They decided to suspend construction so that they should 
not appear to have it all when others were suffering. This 
was a good decision considering that continuing the 
construction could foster some anti-Semitic reaction. The 
issue arose in Prague several centuries ago where the 
rabbis prohibited weddings and other simchas for over 100 
people lest it foster an anti-Semitic reaction. (RED) 
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7. When Yosef finally met Binyamin, he presented him 
with more gifts than the others. Jealousy played a major 
role in this story. The brothers were very jealous of Yosef, 
for Yosef’s special multi-colored coat, and the love that 
Yosef was receiving from their father. Yosef was actually 
testing the brothers whether they were jealous of the 
youngest brother Binyamin as they were decades before. 
The Viceroy gave Binyamin five times what he gave the 
others as a test of jealousy and envy. Sibling rivalry can be 
a problem in any family. Parents are advised not to favor 
one child over the others, and that can present a problem 
for discerning parents.  
 
8. MIDRASH. In 42:12, the Viceroy accuses the brothers 
of being spies and says to them “…the land’s nakedness 
you have come to see.” The Midrash states that the 
brothers reasoned that Yosef was so good looking that he 
might have turned up in the red light district among the 
prostitutes. So they did visit the area of prostitution. And 
the Viceroy reasoned that the brothers had gone to the red 
light district to listen to the government officials who would 
go there and just might hear some juicy tidbits, some 
secrets of the Egyptian government. (Rashba) 
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ZECHARIAH  2:14 
  

 The Maccabee story was actually the fourth Chanukah 
or dedication of the Temple.  The haftorah describes the 
third Chanukah, that of Zerubavel (Hirsch).  The image of 
the Temple Menorah is the vehicle for the prophetic 
message that "Not by the might of arms, not by physical 
strength, but by My Spirit, said Hashem of the hosts of 
creation."  The type of power that will bring about the 
salvation of Israel is with an inner strength which will be 
divinely inspired.  No intermediary will be necessary to 
bring about such a salvation. The ultimate redemption will 
come about not through our exercising a natural physical 
strength.  God might send angels and deliver us through 
supernatural miracles. In order to recognize and 
appreciate these miracles and our deliverance, we will 
have to be true believers, Jews who are able to believe in 
miracles (Malbim).  To choose this haftorah for Chanukah 
was to tell the Jewish people not to look upon the victory 
over the Greek-Syrians as a military victory that resulted 
from our strength and perseverance in the war.  In order 
not to be seen as a miracle and an act of divine deliverance 
we had to see God's direction in the war and see it through 
the image of the Temple Menorah. 
 

 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

HAVDALLAH 
 

 It is for obvious reasons that we light Chanukah candles 
prior to Shabbat candles. With the lighting of Shabbat 
candles, we normally accept the prohibition of doing any 
work; hence, once we light Shabbat candles, we would not 
be able to light Chanukah candles.  On Saturday night, 
once we say in the Maariv Shmoneh Esrei, 

we are permitted to do work. Therefore, in shul, the custom 
is to light Chanukah candles prior to saying Havdallah.  At 
home it is possible that the lighting of Chanukah candles 
could take place without having davened Maariv, e.g. in 
the case of women who are not obligated to daven Maariv. 
Consequently, in many homes, the custom had been to 
make Havdallah first and then light Chanukah candles. It 
is possible to say  : Blessed 

be He who separates between the holy and the profane, 
and then light Chanukah candles before making Havdallah 
over the wine.  Therefore both customs exist at home, and 
one should keep the same custom each year.  But in shul, 
we light Chanukah candles first since the congregation 
davens Maariv together first.  (RED’s note: In my home we 
make Havdallah first, before Chanukah candles.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


