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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT MIKEITZ 5782 

by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 

I. From the Text 

1. What were Pharaoh’s two dreams? (41:1-7) 

2. How did they prepare Yosef to appear in front of Pharaoh? (41:14) 

3. How old was Yosef when he stood in front of Pharaoh? (41:46) 

4. How did the brothers explain why the viceroy was making their life miserable? (42:21) 

5. Which brother did Yosef imprison to ensure the brothers would return to Egypt? (42:24) 

II. From Rashi 

6. What was an interpretation that was given by Pharaoh’s advisors and was rejected by Pharaoh? (41:8) 

7. What was Yosef’s new name and what did it mean? (41:45) 

8. Why did Yosef’s brothers not recognize him? (42:8) 

9. Upon seeing how the Viceroy was treating them, Reuven said to the brothers: “Did I not speak to you 

saying, ‘do not sin against the boy,’ but you did not listen. And his blood as well - behold! - is being 

avenged.” (42:22) Whose blood is being avenged? 

10. Why did Yaakov tell his sons to take double the amount of money to purchase grain? (43:12) 

III. From the Rabbis 

11. How did Yosef orchestrate it that he would meet his brothers when they came to Egypt to purchase 

food? (Ramban) 

12. Why did Yosef the Viceroy send the brothers back to Canaan with all the food provisions and with all 

the money that they were supposed to use to pay for the food? (Kli Yakar) 

13. How could Yosef refer to Binyamin as “your little brother”? Binyamin was 31 years old at that time. 

(Abravanel) 

IV. MIDRASH 

14. What divine spirit was present when the brothers told the Viceroy: “All of us are the sons of one 

man”? (42:11) 

V. Haftorah. Chanukah.  Zechariah 

15. What “Chanukah” is this Haftorah about? 

VI. Relationships  

a) Mattityahu - Yehudah Maccabee 

b) Aharon - Pinchas 

c) Moshe - Calev 

d) Mitzrayim - Canaan 

e) Muppim - Chuppim  

 



 

                                    

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT MIKEITZ 5782 

 

1. Dream one: Seven healthy cows came out of the water followed by seven skinny and ugly cows. The 

skinny cows ate the healthy cows. Dream two: Seven ears of grain were sprouting a single stalk. Then 

seven thin and scorched ears came up and swallowed the healthy ears. 

2. They shaved him and gave him a change of clothing. 

3. Thirty years old. 

4. The brothers felt that they were guilty in how they treated their brother years before. So they deserved 

this treatment. 

5. Shimon. 

6. That Pharaoh would sire seven daughters and then bury them. 

7. Tzafnat Panei’ach: he who explains what is hidden. 

8. When the brothers last saw Yosef, he did not have a beard. Now Yosef sported a full beard. 

9. The blood of their father Yaakov. 

10. Maybe the price had gone up since their first trip. 

11. Yosef interviewed all national groups who came to Egypt and then would entrust his workers how to 

handle them. 

12. So that the brothers would fear a measure for measure punishment for what they had done. They sold 

their brother as a slave and now risked being caught with stolen goods and they could become slaves. 

13. The remark was both humorous and sarcastic. You all felt he was too fragile to bring here!? 

14. The real statement was that “all of us” meant all of us, the Viceroy included, were truly the sons of 

one man. 

15. An earlier Chanukah when the Menorah of the Second Temple was inaugurated. 

Relationships  

a) Father Mattityahu 

b) Grandfather Aharon 

c) Brothers-in-law 

d) Brothers (sons of Cham) 

e) Brothers (sons of Binyamin) 

 

 


