
 

"

SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 13 Shevat 5782, 
Shabbat Shirah. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 265 Hz) (p. 407 S) (p. 262 Hi) (p. 366 AS) 

BESHALACH    Exodus 13:17 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. Maybe it would have been better to travel up the 
coastal road, even if it meant confronting the Philistines. 
They did eventually fight Amalek successfully. Avoiding 
the desert would have meant that they would have had a 
source of water and food, and Moshe would not have hit 
the rock and been denied entry into the Promised Land. 
But Hashem saw a different issue. He saw a weak people 
who needed a true education on how to be a Chosen 
People. They would first need a Divine Revelation at Mt. 
Sinai, and to experience sessions in following the new 
rules and regulations in being a Torah observant society. 
The troubles started immediately with the making of the 
Golden Calf. The first year and a half were disastrous and 
set the stage for the forty year trek in the desert, allowing 
a “changing of the guard” with the next generation being 
the one to conquer Canaan. (RED) 
 
2. Bnei Yisrael left Egypt “armed.” (13:18). The simplest 
interpretation is that they took swords, spears, bows and 
arrows, et al. The Midrash sought other interpretations 
since they were not experienced in armed combat. (See 
Rashi on this verse.) Another viable thought is that they 
were being trained how to seek Hashem’s assistance: 
prayer. When Yaakov addressed the family at the end of 
his life, he said that the Jewish people had swords and 
bows, and the Targum Onkeles defined that to mean 
prayer and requests. (The Chozeh from Lublin.) In their 
experiences in the desert, the ability to pray to Hashem 
was their best way to respond to each crisis. And even that 
was questioned by the Almighty. When the people cried 
out to Moshe, and Moshe in turn started to pray, Hashem 
interrupted him and said this is not the time for lengthy 
prayer. Now is the time to move on and be quiet. (14:14,15 
and see Rashi) (RED) 
 
3.  The Torah says that Moshe told the people: Hashem 
will fight for you; you be quiet. (14:14). This makes perfect 
sense in light of Hashem’s performance in Egypt. The 
people did not lift a finger or say a word, and Hashem 
performed miracle after miracle, bringing Plague after 
Plague, bringing Egypt to its knees. But looking at the end 
of the Parshah when Yehoshua led the people in battle 
against Amalek, what happened to this promise that 
Hashem will do battle for the people? In a matter of days, 
between this statement of Moshe and the war with Amalek, 
the people were not quiet. They repeatedly complained 
about their conditions: lack of water, lack of food. And they 
even argued among themselves: return to Egypt or move 
on. They demonstrated a lack of faith and this is what 
caused Hashem to alter the game plan.  

4. THEN Moshe and Bnei Yisrael will sing… (15:1). The 
Talmud (Sanhedrin 4) says that we can derive from here 
our belief in the Resurrection of the Dead. I would not have 
gone so far. Let us explore the following idea first. There 
are three types of Hallel. Hallel that is required by the 
Torah. That is this Shirah, this Hallel. When you 
experience a life threatening situation and you feel 
Hashem’s assistance in your salvation, you are obligated 
to say Hallel. When you are remembering an event in your 
past and commemorating that situation, you are required 
to say Hallel, mandated by our Rabbis. This would include 
the Hallel that we say on Yom Tov and Chanukah. Then 
there is a Hallel that we are not sure whether it is from the 
Torah or from the Rabbis. That is the Hallel that we say on 
Seder night. To commemorate is Rabbinical, but if we are 
supposed to feel as if we were freed from slavery, then it 
is from the Torah. 
 
5. It is surprising that so many important articles of faith 
and even Mitzvot are not mentioned in the Torah. Like the 
Resurrection of the Dead and the Mitzvah of Bikur Cholim, 
visiting the sick. The Resurrection is very mystical and is 
not warranted for a Book of Conduct for our life. A man 
approached Rav Saadya Gaon, in the Middle Ages, and 
asked him if a person dies at age 80, when he comes back 
to life, would he return as an 80 year old man. Or would he 
come back as a 25 year old? Rav Saadya replied that it 
was enough that he believes in the Resurrection of the 
Dead. How will it happen? We will all find out when the 
time comes. I believe in that. Had the Torah specifically 
mentioned the Resurrection, then it would open the door 
for these type of questions. The Torah does not wish to 
bother us with these details. Concentrate instead on what 
is incumbent upon us in this life. Regarding the Mitzvah of 
Bikur Cholim, the Rambam incorporates this Mitzvah 
under the topic of Love Your Neighbor as Yourself. (RED) 
 
6. The women left Egypt with drums and the spirit of 
dancing and singing. (15:20). In this short clause we see a 
major distinction between the men and the women. The 
women were much more spirited and optimistic than the 
men. No wonder our Rabbis felt that they were the ones 
who were instrumental in bringing about the Redemption. 
Only the women brought drums. The men did not. They 
knew that Hashem would be there for them. They were not 
involved nor did they accept the evil report of the ten spies. 
And hence they did not die out in the desert, as part of the 
punishment in that debacle. This was a constant in the 
Biblical narrative. It was Sarah who needed to tell Avraham 
to expel Yishmael. And it was Rivkah who needed to 
orchestrate the scene that Yitzchak become aware that 
Yaakov is his true heir, and not Esav. The women 
constantly had the vision necessary to create Am Yisrael. 
(RED) 
 
7. What Berachah were Bnei Yisrael required to make 
when eating the Mannah? Believe me when I tell you that 
whatever answer you come up with is acceptable. Some 
say HaMotzi because the Mannah is referred to as 
Lechem, bread. But one would say HaMotzi Lechem Min 
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HaShamayim, who brings bread from Heaven. Others say 
that they said Mezonot because the Torah describes the 
Mannah as a honey wafer. Others claim that the Berachah 
was a Shehakol because it doesn’t fit into any category of 
food. The Rashba (14th century Spain) claimed that no 
Berachah was required before eating it since what it was 
would change according to what the person would think he 
was eating. Bottom line: The whole scene was a daily 
miracle! 
 
8. MIDRASH. Shemot Rabbah. When Pharaoh was 
informed that the Jewish people were escaping from Egypt 
and had no intention of returning, how did the informants 
know this at this time? What gave them that idea? Several 
verses earlier the Torah tells us that Moshe took the bones 
of Yosef with him when he left Egypt. (13:19). This 
information was told to Pharaoh, and then he knew. If they 
intended to return, then why were they taking Yosef’s 
remains with them? If they were only traveling for several 
days, it would make no sense to take Yosef’s dead body 
along. Then Pharaoh knew! 

 
HAFTORAH 
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 Shabbat Shirah gets its name because we are 
reading a Song in the Haftorah, the Song of Devorah. The 
story also amounts to a lesson of faith in Hashem to deliver 
the Jewish people when they are confronted with an 
enemy. The expression of poetry in the biblical text is not 
just to show off a different form of sacred literature; I 
believe it was done in this fashion so that the people will 
not only record but sing the song themselves. This we see 
done daily when we recite the Song of Moshe that we read 
in the parsha of today. When I was raised attending a day 
school in the 1950’s, we were required to memorize the 
Song of Moshe, both here and in Ha’azinu. We were also 
required to memorize in part the Shirah of Devorah. This, 
I believe, was allowing us to understand why the heroes of 
our people wrote the poem. It is a further reminder, in a 
way, to get us to comprehend and absorb the message of 
these events, which is trust in Hashem, do what we are 
told, adhere to Torah and respond properly in times of 
difficulty so that Hashem can assist us. Whenever miracles 
would come about, it would be possible for us to not only 
survive the events, but live to see our people thrive in the 
years to come. (RED) 
  
 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BESHALACH 5782 
by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 
I. From the Text 
1. Why did Hashem not lead Bnei Yisrael up the Mediterranean 
coast directly to Israel? (13:17) 
2. How did Hashem lead Bnei Yisrael in their travels in the 
desert, by day and by night? (13:21) 
3. What event caused Bnei Yisrael to now believe in Hashem 
and in Moshe? (14:30,31) 
4. How did Hashem sweeten the water at Marah? (15:25) 

5. How did Hashem satisfy Bnei Yisrael’s request for food, for 
meat? (16:13) 
II. From Rashi 
6. Why didn’t Yosef ask to be buried in Eretz Yisrael 
immediately when he died? (13:18) 
7. On what calendar date was the last time these Israelites 
would see an Egyptian ever again? (14:13) 
8. In Moshe’s song the Egyptians are compared to stone (15:5), 
to straw (15:7), and to lead (15:10). How does Rashi explain 
this? (15:5) 
9. What was delivered to the Jewish nation each morning in the 
desert, like jewelry in a box? (16:7) 
10. Why did Hashem want Moshe to hit the rock with the same 
staff that he hit the Nile? (17:5) 
III. From the Rabbis 
11. Where exactly was the Red Sea that was split? 
12. How did Bnei Yisrael demonstrate their intent not to return 
to Egypt? (Ramban) 
13. Why did Amalek attack Bnei Yisrael? (Malbim) 
IV. Midrash 
14. Who was the first Israelite to go into the Red Sea to signal 
the Sea to split? 
V. Haftorah. Judges 
15. Who was the military leader for the Jews, working with 
Devorah? 
VI. Relationships  
a) Miriam - Calev 
b) Nachshon - Elisheva 
c) Bitya - Moshe 
d) Aharon - Itamar 
e) Moshe - Rechavia 
 
ANSWERS: 
1. Lest the Jews will be confronted by the Philistines and 
threatened by war, and will want to return to Egypt. 
2. By day, with a pillar of cloud. By night, with a pillar of fire. 
3. Seeing the dead Egyptian bodies after they drowned in the 
Sea. 
4. Hashem designated a tree, and Moshe threw the tree into the 
water, and that sweetened it. 
5. Quail. 
6. Because Yosef felt that Pharaoh would not allow it. 
7. On the 21st of Nissan, the day of the Splitting of the Sea. 
8. Some Egyptians were compared to straw that floated and 
were thrashed about by the Sea because they deserved to 
suffer. Some are compared to lead which quickly sunk to the 
bottom; they were not as evil. Average Egyptians were like 
stone. 
9. Dew. 
10. To show the people that the staff can do good things, and 
not just bring Plagues. 
11. Probably the Great Bitter Lake. 
12. By leaving Egypt with banners, song, and celebration. 
13. Amalek wanted to show its denial of Hashem, plus they 
wanted to carry on their ancestor Esav’s hatred for Yaakov. 
14. Nachshon ben Aminadav. 
15. Barack ben Avinoam of the tribe of Naphtali. 
Relationships  
a) Husband - Wife 
b) Brother - Sister 
c) Adopted Son 
d) Father Aharon 
e) Grandfather Moshe 
 

 


