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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 20 Iyar 5782, the 35th 
day of the Omer.  
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 531 Hz) (p. 764 S) (p. 448 Hi) (p. 696 AS) 

BEHAR    Leviticus 25:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 

1. Parashat Behar opens by informing us where it was 
conveyed: “God spoke to Moshe at Har Sinai, saying…” 
(Vayikra 25:1).  Many commentaries address this emphasis 
on location.  Rashi, for example, derives from this verse that 
all of the commandments and their related details were 
communicated by God to Moshe at Har Sinai; Rashbam 
disagrees. The Rashbam explains “at Har Sinai” to mean 
“before the erection of the Tabernacle.”  According to the 
straightforward reading of the text, Rashbam understands that 
the Torah sections dealing with the Shemitta and Yovel (the 
Sabbatical year and the Jubilee year) mentioned here were 
actually transmitted to Moshe at Har Sinai, before the 
remainder of the book of Vayikra was communicated to him. 
 

2. “And Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai, saying...” 
(25:1). Rashi questions why it was necessary to preface the 
laws of Shemitta with the statement that they were given on 
Mount Sinai.  Weren't all of the 613 Mitzvot given at Sinai?  He 
answers that just as the Mitzvah of Shemitta which was given 
at Sinai is recorded in the Torah with all of its principles and 
intricacies, so too, all other Mitzvot which are not recorded in 
as much detail in the Torah were given with all of their 
Halachot at Sinai.  Why was Shemitta singled out as the 
Mitzvah from which we can deduce the Divine origin of all 
other Mitzvot? The Chatam Sofer explains that the Mitzvah of 
Shemitta is undoubtedly Divinely given since it contradicts the 
laws of nature.  Normally, farmers plant their fields for a 
number of years and then let them lay fallow for a year to allow 
them to rest and replenish their depleted nutrients.  However, 
Moshe commanded the people to conduct themselves 
differently – to plant their fields for six consecutive years, and 
then promised them that the harvest of the sixth year would 
be so abundant that it would suffice for three years.  If the 
Torah were not of Divine origin, how would Moshe have dared 
to give a Mitzvah which goes contrary to the laws of nature?  
If his assurance of the bountiful harvest in the sixth year would 
not come to fruition, the people would starve and lose all their 
faith in the Torah.  And since, regardless of this possibility, 
Moshe commanded the Mitzvah of Shemitta, this is a proof 
that the commandment was God-given at Sinai. 
 

3. There are four prohibitions here in Behar pertaining to 
Shemitta, and there is a positive command to rest the land in 
the seventh year, from Parshat Mishpatim.  It is noteworthy, 
though not that unusual, that an area of Jewish Law is 
presented to us by Torah and Mitzvot in this way – with both 
positive Mitzvot and prohibitions.  Shabbat, Shemitta, Yom 
Kippur, Yom Tov, Kashrut (to an extent), etc. all are heavily 
sprinkled with serious prohibitions.  As such, we are duty 
bound to “toe the mark” lest we violate God's Law.  Our 
motivation would tend to be “fear of heaven,” fear of sin, fear 
of punishment. Strong motivations, but not as beautiful and 
powerful as the motivation of “love of God” that is at play when 

one strives to scrupulously fulfill God's commands.  One 
should not see Shemitta merely as a series of “don't do this, 
don't do that.” We should rejoice in the opportunity to serve 
God, demonstrate our faith and confidence in Him, be freer to 
study His Torah and perform Mitzvot. Observing Shemitta is 
not just avoiding the prohibitions.  It is a positive statement of 
our belief in the Creator and Master of the World. 
 

4. Three States of Jubilee: The Shemittah/Yovel cycle itself 
comes in three different forms, as dictated by the variant 
spiritual climates of different epochs in our history. The Torah 
instructs that the Jubilee year is to be proclaimed “throughout 
the land and to all inhabitants thereof.” The Talmud interprets 
this as a stipulation that the special laws of the 50th year are 
enacted only when the land of Israel is fully populated by the 
Jewish people. The only period in our history when this was 
the case was from the year 2503 from creation (1285 BCE), 
when the Jewish people under Joshua completed their 
conquest and settlement of the Holy Land, until they were 
driven from it by Babylon's armies 836 years later, with the 
destruction of the First Temple in the year 3339 (422 BCE).  
Seventy-six years later, with the partial return of the Jewish 
people to their land under Ezra (six years after the building of 
the Second Temple), the Yovel count resumed – but this time 
only for the sake of calculating and implementing the 
Sabbatical year seven times in each 50-year period.  Since 
much of the Holy Land was not resettled, and a large part of 
the Jewish nation remained in exile, the Jubilee year could not 
be observed. Nevertheless, a fiftieth year was counted 
following each seven Shemitta-cycles, “so that the Sabbatical 
years should fall at their proper time.”  In other words, after 
the seventh Sabbatical year, on year 49 of Ezra's count, the 
next seven-year cycle could not begin until after a theoretical 
Jubilee was proclaimed; thus, the next Sabbatical year came 
eight years later (on year 57) not seven years later (on year 
56).  Upon the Second Temple's destruction in the year 3829 
from creation (69 CE) this Yovel count also ceased. The 
Sabbatical year continues to be observed every seventh year 
(5782-2022 is a Shemitta year); but because we are in a state 
of Galut (exile), deprived of the divine presence that 
manifested itself in the Holy Temple, we lack even the 
“theoretical” Jubilee of the Second Temple era.  Today, as 
was the case in the period between the two Temples, our 
seven-year cycles run consecutively, without the half-century 
landmark of Yovel.  (The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 
 

5. “You shall count seven Sabbatical years...”  (25:8). The 
Torah communicates the Mitzvah of Yovel, to rest from work 
in the 50th year, in an unusual way. The verse indicates that 
one should count the years leading up to the 50th Yovel year. 
Why doesn't the Torah simply say to observe Yovel in the 50th 
year?  What is the idea of counting? 
 

6. The Torah states, “You shall not hurt the feelings of one 
another, and you shall fear the Almighty” (Leviticus 25:17).  
Why does the verse end with the words: and you shall fear the 
Almighty? Rabbi Shlomo Kluger commented: Some people 
are careless with the feelings of other people; they think that 
they only have to be careful to observe those commandments 
which involve man's obligation to the Almighty. The truth is 
that if a person is not careful with his obligations to his fellow 
men and speaks against them and hurts their feelings, he will 
eventually be careless with the commandments between man 
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and the Almighty.  This is why the Torah adds the admonition 
to fear the Almighty at the end of the verse.  Failure to observe 
the first half of the verse will lead to failure to observe the latter 
half of the verse.  Since verbal abuse can cause so much 
suffering, much care must be taken not to say things to people 
that will hurt their feelings. The more sensitive someone is the 
greater care we must take when speaking to him not to cause 
pain with our words.  Not only is it important to watch what you 
say to someone, but also your tone of voice is crucial.  If you 
shout at someone or speak in an angry voice this causes hurt 
feelings and is included in this prohibition.  Every time you 
speak to someone you have a choice of saying things that will 
make him feel good (which is the fulfillment of an act of 
Chesed, kindness) or you might say something that will hurt 
him (and violate this prohibition). Utilize your power of speech 
to build people up, not to tear them down. 
 

7. “If your brother will become impoverished... you shall 
support him...” (25:35). The Alshich notes that while the Torah 
had been speaking in the plural earlier in the Sidra (see 
25:18), nevertheless, when it discusses the Mitzvah of 
Tzedakah, it uses the singular form, “you shall support him.”  
The reason is to point out that people should not consider 
charity as the responsibility of the community and absolve 
themselves from their obligations.  Rather, it is the duty of 
every individual to alleviate the pain, suffering, and poverty of 
his brother. 

HAFTORAH 
(p. 539 Hz) (p. 774 S) (p. 885 Hi) (p. 1177 AS) 

JEREMIAH   32:6

 This week's haftorah reinforces the notion of our eternal 
relationship with our homeland, Eretz Yisrael.  In the midst of 
a heavy Babylonian siege against Yerushalayim, the prophet 
Yirmiyahu was instructed to make a most puzzling 
transaction.  Hashem informed Yirmiyahu that his cousin 
Chanamel was interested in selling his field and that 
Yirmiyahu should take full advantage of the opportunity. 
Although Yirmiyahu realized that the Jewish exile was 
imminent and that the Babylonians would soon take full 
possession of Eretz Yisrael, he followed Hashem's direction 
and arranged for the purchase. Yirmiyahu wrote a legal 
contract and paid a large sum of money for the land.  
Yirmiyahu then preserved the document in an earthen vessel 
to secure its existence until such evidence would be useful. 
Through this visible demonstration the Jews were being told 
to rise above their inevitable predicament and to realize that 
their painful exile would only be temporary. They were 
encouraged not to despair and never to break their ties with 
their homeland, Eretz Yisrael. To reinforce this point their 
prophet Yirmiyahu was instructed to demonstrate his total 
faith in the Jewish people's return. Yirmiyahu began setting 
his sights on the future and purchased property in preparation 
for the return. In Yirmiyahu's mind this upcoming exile was but 
a passing phase and he rightfully preoccupied himself in life 
after the brief Babylonian stay. 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BEHAR 5782 
by Rabbi Edward Davis,  

I. From the Text 
1. Who gets the produce of the land during the Shemittah year? 
(25:6,7) 
2. Who is to count the 49 years of the Yovel? (25:8) 
3. When is the shofar blown during the Yovel year? (25:9) 

4. What is the meaning of the law prohibiting you from working your 
Jewish slave too harshly? (25:43) 
5. What is the remedy for a Jew who was required to sell himself as 
a slave to a non-Jew? (25:48,49) 
II. From Rashi 
6. What is the connection between Shemittah and Mt. Sinai? (25:1) 
7. What is the definition of the word Yovel (Jubilee)? (25:10) 
8. Why are the cities of the Leviyim always to be returned to the 
original owners (Leviyim) at Yovel?  
9. Why does the Torah say “you shall fear Hashem” in the verse 
prohibiting a Jew from charging interest from a fellow Jew? (25:36) 
10. Why must we redeem a Jew who was forced to sell himself to a 
non-Jew? (25:48) 
III. From the Rabbis 
11. What is the connection between Shemittah and Shabbat? 
(Ramban) 
12. What is the root meaning of the words Neshech and Tarbit, 
which both mean interest? (Kli Yakar) 
13. “…My sanctuary shall you revere.” (26:2). This refers to the 
Holy Temple. How about synagogues and study halls? (Seforno) 
IV. Midrash 
14. What is the difference in your response to someone who asks 
you for money and one who asks you for food? 
V. Haftorah   Jeremiah 
15. When did Hashem tell Yirmiyahu to redeem a relative’s property 
in Eretz Yisrael? 
Relationships  
a) Sered – Peretz, b) Rivkah – Lavan, c) Lavan - Levi 
d) Reuven – Naphtali, e) Aharon - Gershom      
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BEHAR 5782 

1. Anybody and everybody, human or animal. 
2. “You”, in singular, refers to the Sanhedrin. 
3. On Yom Kippur. 
4. You shouldn’t give him work just to keep him busy. (Rambam. 
Hil. Avadim 1:6) 
5. Some relative should redeem him. 
6. To teach us that the details of all the Torah Mitzvot were given at 
Mt. Sinai. 
7. The word Yovel means a ram. Hence the word refers to the 
blowing of the shofar. 
8. Because their cities are the only possessions Leviyim had in Er-
etz Yisrael. 
9. Lest the Jew gets clever in arranging to lend a non-Jew money 
with interest and the non-Jew can in turn lend the money to a differ-
ent Jew and charge interest. 
10. Lest the Jew assimilate to the lifestyle of the non-Jew. 
11. Both bear testimony to Hashem’s creation of the world. [The 
seven years of Shemittah cycle point to the 6,000 years of history 
culminating with the seventh millennium, which will be a period of 
peace.] 
12. Neshech is a bite: to the borrower interest is a bite into his as-
sets in repayment of the loan. Tarbit is an increase: it is an increase 
to the loan enjoyed by the lender. 
13. After the destruction of the Temple, this commandment applies 
to synagogues and study halls. 
14. Give immediately to the one who asks for food. Inquire for fur-
ther information from the person who asks for money. 
15. During the Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim, when Yirmiyahu 
was in jail (by the Babylonians). 
Relationships: 
a) First Cousins (Sered was Zevulun’s son. Peretz was Yehudah’s 
son) 
b) Brother – Sister, c) Grandfather Lavan 
d) Half Brothers, e) Uncle Aharon 
 
  


