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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 17 Tammuz 5782.  
The Fast of Shiva Assar B’Tammuz will be 
tomorrow. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 669 Hz) (p. 915 S) (p. 598 Hi) (p. 856 AS) 

BALAK     Numbers 22:2 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. The people of the region now display great fear of 
Bnei Yisrael since Moshe led them in a devastating 
victory of the two strongest kings of the area, Og and 
Sichon.  Balak appeals to Bilaam to come and to curse 
Bnei Yisrael.  The opening portion is a bit perplexing:  
Hashem commands Bilaam that he may not go (v.12 You 
shall not go with them); then Hashem changes His mind 
(v.20 Rise, go with them).  As soon as Bilaam does go, 
Hashem is angry because he went (v.22).  And finally 
after the scene with the talking donkey, God's angel tells 
Bilaam that he may go with them (v.35 Go with the men).  
The key to understanding the seemingly shifting divine 
orders, one must know the difference between the two 
Hebrew words which mean "with"--  and  ( ).   

means that the two parties are equal; it is a partnership, 
both parties going with the same intention.  is the 

term used when the two parties are going together but not 
sharing the same goal.  Hashem tells Bilaam that he may 
not go with ( ) Balak's men, going with the same goal of 

doing damage to Bnei Yisrael.  Later Hashem tells Bilaam 
that he may go with the men ( ), going with them but 

not sharing the same intention.  Bilaam, though, goes with 
them, sharing the same intention (V.21); consequently 
Hashem was angry with Bilaam.  At the end the angel tells 
Bilaam that he may go with the men (v.35) if that is his 
desire.  As Rashi states:  In the way which a person 
desires to go, in that way they lead him.  And Bilaam will 
suffer the same consequences as those with whom he 
goes.  (Vilna Gaon). 
 
2. On his way to meeting Balak, an angel of God stands 
in Bilaam's way.  Bilaam is incapable of seeing the angel, 
but his donkey does.   The donkey tries to push to the side 
of the road and in so doing, crushes Bilaam's foot against 
the wall.  The road had a fence on both sides of it (v.24).  
Rashi feels it necessary to explain that the fence was 
made of stone.  Rashi's comment goes well beyond the 
definition of a  since it really should not make any 

difference to us as to what the fence was made out of.  
The Tosefet Brachah explains that Rashi's point refers to 
something else.  According to a Midrash, Bilaam was the 
grandson of Laban.  Laban and Yaakov had established 
a peace treaty when Yaakov left.  To physically mark their 
treaty, they built a large mound of stones (Genesis 31:44-
54).  With this treaty, neither party was allowed to cause 
any harm to the other.  By approaching Bnei Yisrael now 
bent upon cursing them, Bilaam was breaking against the 
stone wall, trying to break the existing treaty. 

 

3. The Chofetz Chaim comments interestingly on the 
verse:  (23:10) "Let me die the death of the righteous."  
Bilaam did not want to live as a Jew, but he did want to 
die as a Jew.  Life as a Jew is not easy; it is filled with 
prohibitions and restrictions.  This you may eat; this you 
may not eat.  This is allowed; this is not.  There are many 
commandments, obligations, and responsibilities.  Not so 
is the death of the righteous.  The faithful Jew dies and 
knows his death is the gate to the eternal life of the next 
world.  He believes in the immortality of the soul, in reward 
and punishment, and therefore he does not fear death.  
Consequently Bilaam desired to die as a Jew, but not live 
as one. 
 
4. "He did not look at the sins of Yaakov...God who 
redeemed them from Egypt..."  (23:21,22).  What is the 
connection between these two verses?  Rav Meir Simcha 
HaKohen of Dvinsk explained that Bilaam attempted to 
arouse the wrath of Hashem against Klal Yisrael by 
mentioning their sins.  However, he was unsuccessful 
because even when Bnei Yisrael had sunk to the forty-
ninth level of impurity in Egypt, and the Satan asked:  
"Why are You redeeming them; they are idolaters just as 
the Egyptians are," Hashem ignored him and saved them.  
This is what Bilaam said:  Hashem does not look at the 
iniquities of Bnei Yisrael, and the proof is the fact that He 
redeemed them from Egypt in spite of their sins. 
 
5. The most famous of Bilaam's divine statements is:  
"How goodly are your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings, O 
Israel" (24:5), with which we begin our daily prayers.  
Rashi offers two explanations for "tents."  One is the tents 
of the Israelite encampment:  Bilaam saw that the doors 
of neighboring tents were not directly opposite each other, 
thereby protecting one's neighbor from an evil eye, and 
granting each person a measure of privacy and modesty 
in his personal life.  The second interpretation applies the 
term " --tent" to the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle.  

How goodly are the tent of Shiloh and the Holy Temple 
when they are inhabited.  Rabbeinu Bachya says the 
simplest interpretation is that Bilaam prophesies the way 
Bnei Yisrael were to be settled in the Promised Land.  
Nevertheless, we learn from Bilaam's words and accept 
them in our siddur.  Where else do we learn something (a 
law or custom) from a non-Jew and accept it for our own 
tradition? 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 682 Hz) (p. 929 S) (p. 900 Hi) (p. 1189 AS) 

MICAH     5:6

 
 All the laws by which I wish to regulate your lives are 
only for your well-being and happiness.  They make you 
to , to a group of human beings which are to bear the 

stamp of My Rule, not only in what in other people are 
considered "religious" matters, but in the whole of your 
civic and private life.  And if the collapse of your state, and 
the loss of your independence has just been announced 
to you because you have not conformed to your duty, 



 

"

were you not prepared beforehand, from the first moment 
of your being freed from slavery, for this relationship to 
me being your exclusive calling?  Had your being freed 
been in itself its purpose, just to give you the possibility of 
settling down on earth like all other nations, then, after 
that was accomplished, I could have left you to yourself.  
But not so.  Immediately I brought you out of slavery I 
appointed three people to be at your head, literally "sent 
them to be before you"--Moshe, the transmitter of the 
strict Right; Aharon, who ruled in the spirit of gentleness, 
peace and forgiving love, and finally Miriam, who was 
sent to the women and entrusted with their cultivating the 
growth of the seeds of chaste morality strewn by the 
Torah in the tents of Israel.  (Hirsch). 
 

QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT BALAK 5782 
I. From the Text 
1. What did Balak wish to accomplish by hiring Bilaam to 
curse Bnei Yisrael? (22:6) 
2. Why did Bilaam hit his donkey when the donkey 
swerved off the road? (22:23) 
3. The donkey talked. What other animal talked in the 
Torah?  
4. What prophecy of Bilaam is in our daily prayers? 
(24:5) 
5. How many Jews died in the plague/punishment for 
worshipping the idol P’or?(25:9) 
II. From Rashi 
6. Why was Moav afraid now of Bnei Yisrael? (22:2) 
7. Of what nationality was Balak? (22:4) 
8. Who hated the Jews the most, Balak or Bilaam? 
(22:11) 
9. Why did Bilaam saddle his own donkey to go to Ba-
lak? He had servants. (22:21) 
10. “Amalek is the first among nations.” (24:20). First to 
do what?  
III. From the Rabbis 
11. By which river did Bilaam live? (Onkeles) 
12. Why did Hashem ultimately give Bilaam permission 
to go with Balak’s men? (Ramban) 
13. What reward did Balak receive for offering 42 ani-
mals as sacrifices to Hashem? (Talmud) 
IV. Midrash 
14. Why was Rachel tending her father’s sheep? And 
not Lavan’s sons! 
V. Haftorah.  Micah 
15. What does Hashem really want from us?  
VI. Relationships  
a) Balak - Ruth (Midrash) 
b) Pinchas - Itamar 
c) Miriam - Uri 
d) Calev - Elazar 
e) Chur - Nadav 
 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT BALAK 5782 
1. Balak figured that once the Jewish people were 
cursed, he will be able to strike Bnei Yisrael and drive 
them out of the area. 
 

2. The donkey saw the angel; Bilaam did not.  
3. The serpent in the Adam and Eve story. 
4. “Mah Tovu…” 
5. 24,000 
6. Because Bnei Yisrael easily defeated Sichon and Og. 
7. Balak was from Midian. 
8. Bilaam. 
9. “ Hatred destroys normal conduct.” He hated Bnei Yis-
rael so much that he did it himself.  
10. The First Nation to attack Bnei Yisrael. 
11. By the Euphrates. 
12. Basically Hashem allows a person to go on the path 
he wishes to travel, even though it is a wrong choice. 
13. He would have Ruth as a descendant (and the Ma-
shiach!). 
14. Because at that time Lavan had no sons. 
15. The performance of justice, the love of kindness, and 
to walk humbly with Hashem. 
VI. Relationships  
a) Grandfather Balak 
b) Uncle Itamar 
c) Grandmother Miriam 
d) Uncle Calev 
e) First Cousins 
 
 
 

Torah Dialogue Sponsored by: David & Joan Kornbluth 
in memory of David’s mother, Ruth Kornbluth.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


