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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 19 Kislev 5781. 
Tonight we begin saying “V’Tein Tal U’Matar” in our 
Amidah. Chanukah begins this Thursday night. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE 
(p. 122 Hz) (p. 195 S) (p. 148 Hi) (p. 170 AS) 

VAYISHLACH    

Genesis 32:4 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1.  Yaakov formulated a three-pronged approach to 
prepare for his reunion with his brother Esav. As Rashi 
commented, Yaakov was afraid for two possibilities: one, 
that Yaakov would kill Esav, and two, that Yaakov would be 
killed by Esav. The Ramban quotes a Midrash which relates 
that when Rabbi Yehudah HaNassi went to Rome (in 
around the year 192 CE) to meet with the Roman emperor, 
he read this account of Yaakov preparing to meet his 
brother. He felt that the way that Yaakov prepared for his 
encounter with Esav serves as a lesson to us all on how to 
approach a world leader. We need to display diplomacy, 
with no aggression. A true lesson in how to relate to nobility. 
Rabbeinu Bachye wrote that one needs to plan in the areas 
of Prayer, a Gift, and Escape (notice: not War). Escape 
would imply that we would plan not to be around when they, 
the nobility, would become angry. We truly feel the anxiety 
that Yaakov experienced at this time. 
 
2.  Rabbeinu Bachye wrote that included in Yaakov’s gift 
to his brother was a valuable peregrine falcon, a true help 
to Esav’s desire to hunt. The idea here is to teach us to 
have in mind what the recipient of the gift might want. 
Picking the right gift is an art that is not always prevalent in 
our minds. When Meira and I got married, I think we 
received 8 challah covers. A popular wedding gift at that 
time. We re-gifted them to other young couples. When we 
gave Bar Mitzvah gifts, we would choose a Sefer, a 
religious book, because it is an opportune time in a young 
man’s life to start a library of his own. So we took into 
account our feelings in the matter coupled with what the 
recipient would possibly desire. As a rabbi, I preferred 
giving a religiously minded gift, hoping that it would fit the 
occasion. Rabbeinu Bachye’s comment raises an 
interesting issue. 
 
3. Moving his family across the Yabok River, Yaakov 
went back to retrieve some small oil bottles (Chulin 91a). 
The Midrash states that this bottle of oil was quite 
miraculous. It would be used to anoint the Mishkan and its 
utensils, and to anoint Aharon and his sons. It was the same 
bottle that Eliyahu and Elisha used in the miracles that they 
performed with oil. So it was an important item and needed 
to be retrieved. The Me’Am Lo’Ez says that this teaches us 
an important lesson. If a person is moving, he should go 
back to inspect the place which he is leaving after 
everything has been removed. He should check the area to 
see if anything has been left or lost. And when one leaves, 
he should check to see if the door is properly locked. [The 
Midrash relates that Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Shimon were 

partners in the silk business. Upon leaving Tyre after having 
sold their merchandise, they decided to inspect their 
lodgings once again before leaving, and they found a large 
bundle of silk that they had forgotten. Their decision to 
check one last time they learned from this incident of 
Yaakov Avihu.] 
 
4. The Torah informs us that Yaakov’s name is to be 
changed to Yisrael. But this name change was different 
from the change from Avram to Avraham. The latter name 
change was permanent. This one was not. Sometimes the 
Torah would refer to him as Yaakov, while other times, the 
Torah would refer to him as Yisrael. The name Yaakov 
could mean being tricky, going behind people’s back to 
accomplish something. It is related to the Hebrew word 
Eikev, one’s heel. The meaning of Yisrael is being forthright 
and exceptionally honest. Meeting a challenge straight on. 
Being safe and secure, and experiencing no fear or anxiety. 
This was the appropriate message for Yaakov before 
meeting his brother Esav. You need to be strong and meet 
him with boldness, courage, and optimism. There are times 
in one’s life when it is acceptable to be meek and timid, but 
a greater lesson is to be learned from the times when one 
needs to be standing erect with a positive attitude. (RED) 
 
5.  THE GID HANOSHEH. The Torah prohibits us to eat 
the sciatic nerve that runs in the back of both hind legs of 
an animal. Each hind quarter contains two forbidden 
nerves. One is Torah prohibited and is toward the inside 
and next to the bone. The other nerve is prohibited by the 
Rabbis and is toward the outside, closer to the muscle. Both 
must not be eaten. Outside of Eretz Yisrael, the hind 
quarter is not processed in a kosher slaughter house. The 
hind quarters are immediately taken out the back door to be 
processed for the Gentile market in a separate building. In 
Eretz Yisrael, it is possible to obtain a properly de-veined 
hind quarter, but it is a great deal of work, as the nerve, 
tendons, and the fat covering it must all be removed. It 
renders a piece of meat that is not pretty. It is permissible 
to gain benefit from the sciatic nerve, so it may be sold to 
the non-Jewish market. There is no kosher fillet mignon on 
the kosher American market. 
 
6. What becomes of Dinah after she is rescued from 
Shechem? The Torah does not address this question, but 
the Midrash does. According to the Midrash, when Shimon 
and Levi came into the royal home, Dinah did not want to 
go with them. She was probably quite embarrassed about 
her state as a defiled daughter of Yaakov. According to one 
opinion, Shimon promised that he would marry his sister in 
order to provide for her for the rest of her life. According to 
another opinion, Dinah married Job. According to a third 
opinion Dinah remained a spinster for the rest of her life. 
This Midrash validates our initial question while not 
providing an absolute resolution. We are ultimately 
saddened by the event even though it leaves us with an 
unanswered question. The episode leaves us with the 
unanswered question of what to do when a Jewish woman 
is defiled by a non-Jew. This is how the Torah leaves us 
with the dialogue between Yaakov and his sons, Shimon 
and Levi. 
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7.  This Parshah ends with a long list of the Esav family. 
It is a constant theme in the Torah to contrast the growth of 
the Jewish branch of the Terach family with all our relatives. 
When Avraham almost loses his son Yitzchak in the 
Akeidah, the Torah tells us that his brother Nachor had 
already reached his tribal status of having twelve sons. 
When Yitzchak has one viable heir in Yaakov, the Torah 
lists the twelve descendants of Yishmael. Now with Yaakov 
finally reaching the growth plateau of twelve sons, his 
brother Esav has already reached the next step of securing 
seventy descendants. We are slowly developing. Well, 
quality is much more important than the quantity of our 
cousins. In our traditional literature Esav denotes 
Christianity while Yishmael denotes Islam. While these 
cousins dominate the world, the Jewish contribution to the 
world is far beyond our numbers. We are remarkable in our 
important contribution. As John Adams once put it: the 
world owes a great deal to the Jewish people for the gift of 
monotheism that is embraced by the entire developed 
world. 
 
8. MIDRASH. When Esav and Yaakov met, Esav kissed 
him. The dots in the Torah over the word teach us that Esav 
wished to bite him, but Yaakov’s neck was turned to marble. 
The wicked man’s teeth were blunted and loosened. And 
they wept. One wept because of his neck, and the other 
wept because of his teeth. [RED: this Midrash describes in 
negative detail the reunion of the two brothers. Esav saw 
that he could not harm Yaakov. The immediate parting of 
ways was inevitable. And so it was. 
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OVADIAH 1:1 

 
 The haftorah opens with a moving description of a plot 
acted out against Edom, descendants of Esav. The prophet 
Ovadiah says, "How was Esav pillaged, his hidden 
treasures sought out? To the borders they sent you (Esav), 
all of your allies enticed you: then they were able to 
overtake you." (1:6). These particular passages refer to an 
historic moment when the surrounding allies of Edom 
pretended to rush to her assistance in her war against a 
powerful neighbor. The allies accompanied Edom all the 
way to the end of her borders and then abandoned her, 
leaving her entire country unprotected. They returned 
inside her country and invaded the entire Edom, now in a 
most vulnerable state. The prophet draws our attention to 
this particular episode to demonstrate the unique character 
of Edom's "brotherhood." Although Edom always appeared 
politically to be a true ally, this relationship was only a 
superficial one and when the opportunity arose she would 
typically turn against her loyal "friends" and leave them 
stranded. This time, her allies gave her a taste of her own 
medicine and, after luring Edom into war they turned on her 
and pillaged her entire country. 
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
VISITING A SICK PERSON OR A MOURNER 

 
 One is permitted to visit the sick and to visit the house 
of a mourner on Shabbat, although this may cause him pain 
and anxiety. Since it is a mitzvah to visit and comfort the 
sick (Bikur Cholim) and to bring consolation to those in 
mourning, it is permitted. But one should not do so only for 
convenience, failing to take time during the week and 
deliberately postponing the visit for Shabbat. 
 
 
 
 


