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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 9 Tammuz 5781. 
Tonight we say Kiddush Levanah, moon-willing. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 652 Hz) (p. 898 S) (p. 584 Hi) (p. 838 AS) 

CHUKAT    

Numbers 19:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1.  The law of the Red Cow (Parah Adumah) is generally 
classified as the classic example of a Chok, a statute, a law 
that cannot be understood logically. Rabbi Yochanan ben 
Zakkai said that we should not try to fathom it. It should be 
accepted as a law that Hashem commanded. One is not 
permitted to question it. But isn’t that the case with all the 
Mitzvot in the Torah? Every Mitzvah should be looked upon 
as a Chok. Shaatnez, Kashrut, Tzitzit, et al, all defy our 
ability to comprehend them. And a law that seems logical, 
such as Do Not Kill, as we carefully explore and analyze it 
will be rendered incomprehensible. A capital case is judged 
by a court of 23 judges. If the decision is guilty by a count of 
22 guilty and 1 innocent, the guilty verdict is accepted, and 
the defendant is executed. But if the decision is 23 guilty and 
0 innocent, the verdict is undecided. It seemingly defies 
logic, but that is the law. So we see that every Mitzvah will 
attain Chok status upon closer analysis. (RED) 
 
2. When we reach chapter 20, the Torah informs us of the 
death of Miriam. Rashi and others connect the subject of the 
Red Cow with Miriam’s death, as the common denominator 
is atonement. Just as the Red Cow brings about atonement, 
so does the death of a righteous person bring about 
atonement. This is acceptable to us, students of the Torah, 
but it could not be acceptable to the people living at that time. 
These two events are divided by 38 years! And during the 
passage of those years, there was a changing of a 
generation. The adult male population that left Egypt died 
out in the desert, and the new generation grew to maturity 
with the passage of time. That new generation could not 
possibly absorb this lesson. The law of the Red Cow was 
deeply implanted in their mind as an event and a lesson of 
long ago. They would not connect it to Miriam’s death. The 
writing of the Torah by Moshe must have been aimed at 
future generations and not to the people at that time. (RED) 
 
3.  After Moshe received word that he was not to enter Eretz 
Yisrael, he still sought a shorter route to arrive at their 
destination- through Edom. Hashem said not to provoke 
them, for when all is said and done, we are brothers! Edom 
is not favorably moved. They firmly refuse Israel’s request to 
pass through their land. The Torah does not venture to 
explain why. We are left with the impression that Edom hates 
our forefathers. But logic is with the Edomites! Bnei Yisrael 
numbered about 2.5 million people! Passage of all of the 
Jewish people would tax the host country enormously. Even 
if the Jewish people would offer to purchase food and water, 
as the Torah mentions, Edom would probably not have the 
necessary resources to provide all that was needed. Imagine 

if you were a member of Congress, and 2.5 million 
Canadians were requesting permission to go through 
America on their way to Mexico, how would you vote? I 
predict a resounding negative response. 2.5 million people 
plus cattle and other animals is a very large mass of people 
and baggage to allow passage. I don’t blame the Edomites 
one bit. (RED) 
 
4.  Aharon’s death was a somber event which was 
witnessed by his brother Moshe and his son Elazar. When 
the three of them were commanded to ascend the mountain, 
Moshe asked Hashem why it was necessary for Aharon to 
die now. Couldn’t Aharon remain with Reuven and Gad and 
not enter the Promised Land? Hashem responded that the 
people would not be able to enter the Land as long as 
Aharon were alive. Moshe did not respond to this statement. 
Aharon was very accepting of his fate, and he experienced 
a painless departure from this life. As soon as Moshe and 
Elazar left the cave, Hashem sealed it up. This was the way 
that Moshe died some months later. Our Sages tell us that 
after Aharon’s death, ALL the male children born then were 
given the name Aharon, out of respect and honor for the man 
who dedicated his life for family peace and harmony. Aharon 
was credited with frequently restoring family peace between 
a husband and wife. And he would treat all people with honor 
and respect, even those who purposely sinned against 
Hashem.  
 
5.  Upon leaving Mt. Hor, the people again complained 
about the Mannah from Heaven. They called the Mannah 
insubstantial, a food that would harm their insides. Mannah 
was light food that changed taste in accordance with the 
desire of the eater. And it was totally absorbed by the body; 
no waste matter was produced by the body. Maybe that was 
why the people called it insubstantial and they thought that 
the Mannah was destroying their insides. Hashem punished 
them with poisonous snakes. The snake derives no taste 
satisfaction from its food. The snake will bite and kill without 
any taste benefit. Let the snake who does not complain over 
its food punish those who are complaining about their food 
supply even though their food supply is so miraculous. To 
cure the people who were bitten by a snake, Hashem 
commanded Moshe to make a copper snake ,and those who 
gaze on this inanimate snake would be miraculously healed. 
Raising their eyes toward Heaven would enable the people 
to focus their attention on Hashem. 
 
6.  The Six Acts of King Chizkiyahu. The Talmud states that 
King Chizkiyahu performed six acts; three of which the 
Sages approved and three of which the Sages did not 
approve. 
The three they approved:  
1) When King Chizkiyahu’s father, Achaz, died, the king 
dragged his body and humiliated his father all the way to the 
grave. His father was a wicked man who committed every 
crime.  
2) The king destroyed the copper serpent from today’s 
reading. The people had begun to worship this metallic 
snake as an idol.  
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3) The king concealed the Book of Medications that King 
Solomon had authored. King Solomon discussed every 
illness, and the people stopped praying to Hashem when 
they got sick. 
The three acts that were not approved: 
1) When King Sannecherib attacked Yerushalayim, 
Chizkiyahu was afraid and sent Sennacherib enormous gifts 
of gold and silver, even sending him the golden doors of the 
Holy Temple.  
2) When Sennacherib besieged Yerushalayim a second 
time, Chizkiyahu stopped up the water of the Gichon Spring 
to deprive the enemy of water.  
3) The third act that met with disapproval was when 
Chizkiyahu declared a leap year in the beginning of Nissan 
and named it Adar II.  
 
7. The last scene in this Parshah is the victory in which 
Moshe killed Og. From the fact that Hashem tells Moshe not 
to fear Og, many commentaries discuss why Moshe would 
be afraid of Og. The simplest interpretation is that Og was a 
tremendously huge individual. But that wasn’t good enough 
for our Rabbis. They were looking for a more valuable 
reason for us to realize that Og had done something 
meritorious to earn Hashem’s favor. One Midrash that I had 
not heard before was that Og had become circumcised in 
the time of Avraham, and the fulfillment of this Mitzvah would 
now protect him. Hashem then said to Moshe that he need 
not fear Og because Og had since defiled what that Mitzvah 
stood for. The significance of circumcision does not remain 
solely on cutting off the foreskin, but in avoiding all manner 
of transgressions related to sexual issues, and living a life of 
sanctity and purity. When someone lives an immoral life, the 
commandment of circumcision will not protect him spiritually. 
 
8. MIDRASH. BaMidbar Rabbah 19:33. Three times did 
Moshe say something to Hashem, and Hashem said: “You 
have taught me something.” One of them was when Hashem 
said: Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
(Exodus 20:5). Moshe said: “Sovereign of the Universe! 
Many are the wicked who have begotten righteous men. 
Shall the latter bear some of the iniquities of their fathers? 
Terach worshipped idols, and yet Avraham his son was a 
righteous man. Similarly Chizkiyahu was a righteous man 
though Achaz his father was wicked. So was Yoshiyahu also 
righteous, and yet Amon his father was wicked. Is this proper 
that the righteous should be punished for the iniquity of their 
fathers?” Hashem said to him: “You have taught Me 
something.” And Hashem cancelled His words and dictated 
“The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither 
shall the children be put to death for the fathers” (Devarim 
24:16). 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 664 Hz) (p. 911 S) (p. 989 Hi) (p. 1187 AS) 

JUDGES     11:1 

 
 Yiphtach, the leader of his generation, provides 
commentary on our sidrah when he argues with Ammon 
from the historical perspective.  Firstly, B'nei Yisrael never 

took anything from Ammon or Moav in their travels under 
Moshe. The Israelites circumvented Ammon and Moav when 
traveling to Israel. Secondly, whatever they did take was 
captured from Sichon who attacked B'nei Yisrael. Those 
captured lands were ruled by and were in the total 
possession of Sichon. Thirdly, God orchestrated the entire 
scene. The whole world ultimately belongs to God, and He 
may give it to whomever He pleases.  Fourthly, the Israelites 
have retained these lands for centuries and have never 
relinquished their claim to them.  (Malbim.)   
       

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

A WOMAN'S OBLIGATION FOR HAVDALAH 
 
 Some authorities maintain that women are obligated to 
observe the mitzvah of Havdalah, since it is included in the 
command to remember the Sabbath day which is obligatory 
upon men and women alike, as is the case with all the laws 
relating to the Sabbath.  Others, however, are of the opinion 
that women are not obligated because Havdalah is made 
after Shabbat and does not come under the above principle.  
Hence it comes under the rule that women are exempt from 
mitzvot that are performed at a set time. They maintain, 
therefore, that women should not make Havdalah 
themselves, but they should listen to it as it is being said by 
one who is obligated.  The prevailing ruling and practice is 
that a woman should listen to Havdalah made by a male, but 
if need be she may recite Havdalah for herself.  However, a 
man cannot fulfill his obligation by listening to Havdalah 
when recited by a woman.                   
 
 

 
 
 


