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SHABBAT SHALOM. Today is 10 Shevat, 5781. 
Tonight you may say Kiddush Levanah, if you have not 
said it already. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 248 Hz) (p. 377 S) (p. 245 Hi) (p. 340 AS) 

BO     

Exodus 10:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1.  Hashem has hardened Pharaoh’s heart and the hearts 
of his servants (10:1).  What is the need to harden the hearts 
of his servants? The Torah describes Pharaoh to us as an 
absolute ruler; he fashions himself as a god to Egypt. If so, 
what is his relationship to his servants? Some of them serve 
him as advisors. And therefore are more important than 
others. The Midrash states that these higher authority 
servants had more than just influence over Pharaoh; they 
could remove him from his throne. One Midrash earlier in 
the story has these servants insisting to Pharaoh that he 
needs to be tougher on the Jews. The servants are an 
integral part of the story. They serve and yet wield some 
power in the government. The Torah includes these 
servants as important players in the Exodus story. Pharaoh 
is a strong ruler and takes decisive steps in ruling the 
country, but is answerable to a group of highly positioned 
advisors. (RED) 
 
2.  The Plague of Locusts has an interesting dimension to 
it, for Pharaoh hastens to respond to it. He realizes the 
uniqueness of this Plague, contrary to all the others. 
Invading locusts quickly will multiply, and they will bury eggs 
in the ground. After they are gone, their eggs will hatch and 
the future is jeopardized by the continued presence of these 
pests. They have the potential of self perpetuating and will 
yet multiply after the first wave is long gone. Pharaoh knows 
that seeking Moshe to end this Plague has to be done 
immediately, for if not, this plague will never end. 
Commentators deal with the question of what these locusts 
will consume, if the hail and the previous plagues had 
already destroyed the country’s vegetation. The present 
situation is dismal, but the real threat is the future. 
 
3.  The Plague of Darkness is described not as darkness, 
the lack of light, but as DARKNESS, the strong enveloping 
darkness that denied a person the ability to stand up or to 
move. When we say Havdalah, we praise Hashem for His 
ability to separate between light and darkness. And this is 
absolute light and absolute darkness, as in the separation 
between a Jew and a non-Jew. How much difference is 
there between a Jew and a non-Jew? We note the 
successful conversion of a non-Jew in his transformation 
into a Jew, someone who possesses the sanctity of Am 
Yisrael. We teach him rituals and laws and customs and 
hope that these elements will work their magic and truly 
transform his personality into a different person. And we 
marvel when this transformation develops in front of our 
eyes. But not all conversions are the same. Some are 
superficial. This plague presents a new form of darkness 

and teaches us to strive to be unique in our Jewish 
deportment. So that we become Light and not Darkness. 
(RED) 
 
4.  The Torah gives the Jewish people its first Mitzvah as 
a nation: Rosh Chodesh.  Rav Soloveitchik declared that the 
institution of Rosh Chodesh was part of the Exodus and 
liberation of the Jewish people from slavery. A slave has no 
power over his time; time is inconsequential to him. The 
master has control over the slave’s time. In giving the Jews 
Rosh Chodesh, Hashem was giving these people the ability 
to control their own time. We have to take this discussion to 
another point. Why should Nissan be the first month of the 
year? Tishrei, which marks the anniversary of the creation 
of the world, should have been the first choice. Or perhaps 
Sivan when the Jewish people received the Torah. Nissan 
was the birth of the Nation of Israel. Revelation at Mt. Sinai 
was their wedding to Hashem. And Tishrei was the time they 
developed a mature ongoing relationship with the Almighty. 
So it really did begin in Nissan. (RED) 
 
5.  The Jews had asked Moshe how they could be 
redeemed when 400 years had not yet passed. The hasty 
meal at the first Seder night provided an answer. Just as 
they ate an hour’s worth of food in half an hour, so too they 
had done 400 years of work in 210 years, urged on by their 
taskmasters. Appropriately, Hashem had passed over 190 
years of slavery to grant Israel their early freedom (Oznaim 
LaTorah). This answer dismisses all attempts to re-compute 
the 400 years. To begin the count with the birth of Yitzchak 
is a common response, but this answer is more 
straightforward and within the boundaries of the religious 
context of the question. We readily accept the concept of 
K’fitzat HaDerech, the divine shortening of geographical 
distances in the Torah narrative, so we can accept the 
shortening of time by Hashem. 
 
6.  Bnei Yisrael did as Moshe and Aharon commanded 
them. And Rashi added that “even Moshe and Aharon did 
so” (12:28). Rav Moshe Feinstein states that of course 
Moshe and Aharon did so. Rashi is giving a deeper insight. 
Moshe and Aharon did so perfectly, role modeling the way 
to perform a Mitzvah, without leaving any room for anyone 
to question their performance. Rav Moshe quotes the 
Gemara (Yoma 86a) where Rav, the great Talmudic Sage, 
told his students an example of Chilul Hashem, that we 
should not purchase meat on credit. Rav knew that no Sage 
should ever do anything where someone might think that the 
Sage would do something wrong. [RED’s note: This gave 
me an answer to something that Rav Moshe had written in 
his Responsa. Someone had written Rav Moshe and asked 
how could Rav Moshe get into a car to go to Shul Friday 
after his wife had lit the Shabbat candles. Rav Moshe 
explained that the questioner was off base, since Rav 
Moshe had not accepted Shabbat yet. Only his wife had 
done so. And then Rav Moshe said even though he had 
acted correctly, he would not do this again in the future. I 
was perplexed: why would Rav Moshe give in to this 
questioner when he did nothing wrong. This Dvar Torah 
answered the question. Rav Moshe was an Halachic leader 
of the generation, and as such, should never do anything 
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that could possibly mislead an onlooker to misinterpret the 
Halachah due to his actions.] 
 
7.  Hashem had commanded the Jewish people to stay in 
their homes throughout the night, during the Plague of the 
Slaying of the Firstborn (12:22). The simplest explanation is 
that Hashem dispatched the Destroyer to perform this 
Plague, and a Destroyer goes out to destroy and kill. He 
does not discriminate between the righteous and the evil. 
He will kill any and all whom he sees. Therefore Bnei Yisrael 
should stay inside their homes. There has to be a better 
story involved. Maybe in this plague, the Jews could have 
justly been harmed, for they were not all fully righteous. 
They had worshiped idols in Egypt. They did not circumcise 
their sons while in servitude (except for the tribe of Levi). 
They did not have special protection that they would need 
to survive that night. Hashem made that night special, a Leil 
Shimurim, a night of divine protection for them, but only if 
they stayed home. In addition, maybe they were not 
righteous enough to see their enemy die. Just as Lot and 
family were not permitted to see the demise of the 
Sodomites, and just as Noach and his family were not 
permitted to see their neighbors and the total generation of 
his time die in the Flood, so too were Bnei Yisrael not 
permitted to see the Egyptians in the final plague. (RED) 
 
8.  MIDRASH. Shemot Rabbah 15:28. “This month shall 
be unto you” (12:2). This is one of four things which Hashem 
had to show Moshe with His finger because he was puzzled 
by them. He showed him how the oil of anointing was made. 
(The ingredients and manner of compounding.) He showed 
him the reptiles that are unclean. He showed him the moon. 
(And a bunch more.) [RED’s note: These are due to the word 
Zeh, This, in the Torah. But the clear lesson is to show that 
the wise Moshe, our Rabbeinu, was not perfect. In certain 
areas he would need Hashem’s help in clarifying certain 
Halachot. This is a perfect example in the rabbinical 
teachings of not creating a super human, God-like individual 
out of our spiritual leaders, even the master of all prophets.] 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 263 Hz) (p. 404 S) (p. 849 Hi) (p. 1151 AS) 

JEREMIAH   46:13 

 
 The prophet Jeremiah predicts that the Egyptians will 
suffer greatly at the hands of the Babylonians; this 
punishment is divinely ordained. As Mt. Tabor stands 
among the mountains, as Mt. Carmel rises from the sea, so 
will this prophecy be true (v. 18 according to Rashi). Mts. 
Tabor and Carmel are important landmarks for those in the 
area. The Midrash says that both were defiled by the idolatry 
that ancient inhabitants had placed atop these mountains. 
Had it not been for these idolatrous acts, both would have 
been worthy of being the site for the Revelation of God. The 
application of this message to Egypt is that just as these two 
places had become disqualified and contaminated so had 
Egypt become defiled by the acts of idolatry and immorality 
performed there. Because Mts. Tabor and Carmel had been 
considered for the giving of the Torah, they were relocated 
in Eretz Yisrael. The Talmud (Megillah 29a) uses this 

thought to base its statement that so too will the Yeshivas 
and synagogues of Babylonia be transplanted into Israel. 
 

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 
 The Biblical prohibition of Erasing on Shabbat includes 
any act of obliterating markings, signs or any designs. A 
cake that is decorated with coloring in the form of letters or 
designs should not be cut in a way that the lettering and 
designs are spoiled when the cake is cut. If the cake was 
cut before Shabbat, it is permitted to remove a portion, even 
if the letters or designs are broken up in the process. If one 
destroys letters or designs when eating (i.e. chewing) a 
piece of cake, this is permitted. Where the lettering is made 
of the same material as the food on which it appears, the 
food may be cut or broken even in the place where the 
letters are (e.g. a Hershey’s chocolate bar with the word 
Hershey’s written in the chocolate). Care must be taken 
when cutting salami or bologna which has a brand name 
printed on its skin not to cut or tear the lettering. Preferably 
the salami should be peeled (or sliced) before Shabbat or 
Yom Tov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


