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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 26 Iyar 5781, the 41st 
day of the Omer.  We bensch Rosh Chodesh Sivan 
which will be this Wednesday.  The re-appearance of 
the moon will be Tuesday evening at 8:31 p.m. and 7 
chalakim (about 23 seconds). We do say Av 
HaRachamim. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 531 Hz) (p. 764 S) (p. 448 Hi) (p. 696 AS)  
BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI    -

Leviticus 25:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 

1. The Seventh Year and the Year of Jubilee, interest, and 
the slave are items that take up a major part of this portion.  
Their appearance here comprises teachings and guide posts 
that necessitate the fixing of economic, social and state rules 
appropriate to a holy nation living in a holy land.  God created 
the world, and maintains and renews it.  All is His and in His 
domain, and everything that "He gave to the human 
species," is as a sacred deposit.  As servants of God, human 
beings are forbidden to see themselves as owners of 
properties that were given to them.  They should better view 
themselves as people who have been dignified by the 
Master of All, to serve as treasurers and faithful guardians 
who deposit and withdraw from the wealth placed there 
solely for them according to the will of the "Chief Depositor" 
who "opens His hand and satisfies the desire of every living 
being."  Just as he entrusts into the hands of mortal beings 
movable and immovable possessions, so He does not turn 
His children into eternal slaves of others of His children, for 
they are all servants of the Lord.  The concept may be 
summarized as follows: "When God wished to announce to 
His people that everything is His, and ultimately He would 
return anything He wished to whom He had originally given 
it, since the entire world is His, etc., and that the people He 
commanded should distance themselves and not steal land 
from each other nor covet it in their hearts, in the knowledge 
that it would all be returned to whosoever God wished and 
so forth, and similarly anyone's slave would go free and be 
the property of his creator" (Sefer Hachinuch #326).  The 
general rule is: nothing in man's possession is his absolutely.  
Everything belongs to the Holy One Blessed Be He, "owner 
of the Heavens and the Earth."  A person's wealth and 
property is imparted to him by the Holy One Blessed Be He 
for a certain specific time and need.  Individual providence, 
and the Torah and its commandments, determine for a 
person what to do or not to do with what has been given him.  
There is no place for a person to believe in absolute private 
possession.  Any such concept is unwarranted and any such 
feeling is false.  (Rabbi Elimelech bar Shaul). 
 
2. Although the Torah gave Jewish men the right to sell 
themselves to fellow Jews, they are not slaves in the 
generally accepted sense of the word.  They do not lose their 
status in the religious or civil community, and in only one 
case are they excused from a commandment: under limited 

circumstances, their masters may mate them with non-
Jewish slave women (see Exodus 21:4).  Rather than slaves, 
they are "indentured servants," who, for a specific period of 
time, are not free to resign their employment, but whose 
masters must treat them with such delicacy and 
consideration that the Sages said (Kiddushin 15a), "One 
who buys himself a slave buys himself a master."  "Do not 
work him with slave labor."  (25:39).  Do not assign him to do 
the sort of degrading tasks that would be given only to a 
slave, such as having him bring his master's personal effects 
to the bathhouse, or putting on his master's shoes for him.  
Rather, he should be assigned to skilled work or field labor, 
like other hired help.  (Rashi, Sifra) 
 
3. Ramban explains the difference between a residence in 
a walled city (which can be redeemed for only one year), a 
field (which can be redeemed at any time after two years), 
and a house in an unwalled city (which can be redeemed at 
any time). Since one's livelihood is not affected by his move 
to a new home, the Torah limits the right of redemption.  
True, the sale of one's home is traumatic and one feels an 
urgency to redeem it, but if a year has gone by and the seller 
has not done so, he has made peace with the idea and will 
get over the loss.  A field, however, affects the livelihood of 
an entire family; therefore, after giving the buyer an 
opportunity to realize at least two crops, the Torah permits 
the original owner to buy it back.  If he does not do so then, 
it will revert back to his family in the Jubilee Year.  A house 
in an unwalled city may always be redeemed, even before 
two years have gone by.  It is regarded as important to the 
family's livelihood because it is usually used as a convenient 
place for the owner or his workers to live in so that they can 
be near the fields. 
 
4. The prohibition of idol worship appears numerous times 
in the Torah, but seems to find emphasis at the end of 
Chumash Vayikra, which we read today, and in Mishpatim in 
Chumash Shemot.  Mishpatim focuses on man and Behar 
focuses on the sanctified place.  The spotlight in Mishpatim 
is to the individual Israelite who must not remember other 
gods.  Not only is ritual-religious worship prohibited, but also 
abstract sectors of philosophical thought are forbidden.  In 
comparison, in our Parsha the prohibition stems from the 
concept that the land of Israel is a sanctified place where idol 
worship cannot be tolerated.  The difference between the 
two Parshiot in expressing these laws encapsulates the 
basic difference between these two books in a more general 
way.  The Book of Shemot focuses on the nation of Israel 
and the details that embody the people.  The Book of 
Vayikra, on the other hand, is a book about holiness, 
focusing on a sanctified place which demands special 
behavior from man.  Because its focus is on the place and 
not the person, one might have concluded from the previous 
parshiot of Sefer Vayikra that a connection with God is 
possible only in the Mikdash proper, and that there is no 
direct connection to God in any other place.  The Parshah of 
Shemittah and Yovel balances this impression to a certain 
extent. (Rav Yonatan Grossman of Yeshivat Har Etzion) 
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5. "And I will give you your rains in their time" (26:4).  Our 
Sages tell us that "in their time" refers to times when the rains 
will cause the least amount of inconvenience--on Friday 
nights when people are not traveling.  The Yalkut 
HaGershuni interprets this according to the Talmudic 
incident which relates (Yoma 53b) about Rabbi Chanina ben 
Dosa who was traveling on the road when it began to rain.  
He beseeched Hashem to stop the rain until he reached his 
destination, at which point he asked that the rain resume.  
Rav Yoseif noted that the prayer of the Kohen Gadol on Yom 
Kippur (that Hashem disregard the requests of travelers that 
it not rain) had no effect on a Tzaddik of the caliber of Rabbi 
Chanina ben Dosa.  It is for this reason that the Torah 
promises that if you follow His laws, and Klal Yisrael will all 
be righteous, Hashem will be obligated to answer their 
prayers.  However, it will be very difficult to send rain, 
because, at any given time, there will be Tzaddikim traveling 
who might pray that the rain cease.  Therefore Hashem 
promises that He will send the rain   – at a time when 

it will not disturb anyone. 
 
6. Although the commandments of the Torah are decrees 
it is proper to meditate upon them and seek reasons.  The 
reason both animals are sacred in the case of temurah (a 
substitute) is because the Torah descends to a person's 
subconscious thought and his possible evil inclination.  After 
having sanctified an animal, someone may change his mind 
and feel that he should not have parted with a valuable 
asset.  He may wish to retrieve it by substituting an inferior 
animal for it, so the Torah penalizes him by decreeing that  
both animals are sacred.  The same penalty applies even if 
he substitutes a better animal for an inferior one, because if 
people were permitted to substitute in some circumstances, 
they might feel free to do it in other cases as well.  For the 
same psychological reason--that a person may wish to 
regain control of something he has sanctified--the Torah 
requires that an owner who redeems an object must add a 
surcharge of one-fifth, as in 27:13 (Rambam, Hil. Temurah 
4:13). 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 551 Hz) (p. 789 S) (p. 887 Hi) (p. 1178 AS) 

JEREMIAH   (16:19) 

  
 As the prophet of the Destruction, Jeremiah's message 
was much like that of the Sidrah: if the Jewish people are 
devoted to the Torah, they will enjoy respect, prosperity, and 
blessing.  If they forsake the Torah, they will suffer contempt, 
poverty, and curse.  The prophet begins with a scathing 
description of how deeply ingrained is the national sin of 
idolatry and the coupling of a lack of faith in God with an 
absolute faith in frail man.  The latter part of the message is 
indeed timeless.  But, Jeremiah warns, these illusions will all 
be in vain; any good that comes of them will be fleeting and 
end in humiliation and tragedy.  Like even the fiercest 
prophecies, however, this one ends in words of hope and 
consolation, as does the frightful admonition of our Sidrah. 
No matter how dark the present and how ominous the 
imminent future, God does not forsake Israel forever, nor 

does Israel cut its bond to God.  The covenant of the 
Patriarchs remains intact, hope and healing will yet come, 
for Hashem is our salvation and praise. 
  

SHABBAT HALACHAH 
 

 The rabbis have instituted certain prohibitions solely for 
the benefit of one's health.  For instance, we learn in Yoreh 
De'ah (116:2) that a person must be careful not to eat or 
cook meat and fish together, lest he fall victim to an illness.  
This Halachah has modern day implications.  One must be 
careful, for instance, at a Kiddush in shul, or at home, to use 
separate eating utensils (fork, plate, etc.) when eating fish 
and meat.  The Rama (Y.D. 116:3) tells us that one should 
eat or drink something between fish and meat.  In addition, 
one must be careful when cooking a meat dish, that all 
ingredients used are made without fish.  One should beware 
of certain cooking sauces which are certified kosher but 
contain fish. 
 
 It is appropriate at this time to remind everyone of this 
Halachah since when we attend a nice Kiddush or 
smorgasbord, we may not use the same plate, knife, and fork 
for meat and fish.  Caterers are required to supply enough 
utensils and we have to be cognizant of what we are eating. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


