
 
 

"

SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 18 Mar Cheshvan 
5780. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE  
(p. 63 Hz) (p. 86 S) (p. 88 Hi) (p. 78 AS) 

VAYEIRA    

Genesis 18:1 
[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  

Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 
Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 

 
1. And Hashem appeared to Avraham.  Yet the Torah 
never reveals the purpose of God’s visit with Avraham.  
There is no dialogue or commandment emanating from the 
Divine Presence.  Rashi echoes the rabbinic conclusion that 
Hashem was visiting Avraham to perform the mitzvah of 
Bikur Cholim, visiting the sick.  The mere presence of the 
visitor in this case constitutes the essence of the mitzvah.  
When we define Bikur Cholim it goes much further, involving 
the visitor in the treatment of the sick, feeding him, making 
him comfortable, and generally assisting the sick person in 
getting through the illness.  Nevertheless the mitzvah would 
also be merely a visit that would raise the spirits of the ill.  
The Torah never specifies a mitzvah of Bikur Cholim, or 
comforting the mourner, or escorting the deceased, or 
rejoicing with a bride and groom, as mitzvahs in their own 
right.  According to the Rambam, these mitzvot are rabbinic 
in origin, and we can look upon them as subsumed within 
the overall directive of “love your neighbor as yourself.”  
Perhaps the reason the Torah never bothered to specifically 
tell us to visit the sick, for example, is then we would define 
the mitzvah in terms of the performer and his performance, 
instead of concentrating the mitzvah in its definition by the 
needs of the recipient of the mitzvah.  (RED) 
 
2. The angels that were sent to visit Avraham had 
missions to complete.  One of them was sent with the 
mission to heal Avraham from his recent surgery, the Brit 
Milah.  I never did understand why the angel had to be 
dispatched if Hashem were there Himself.  Why couldn’t 
Hashem have done that immediately?  I really don’t know a 
proper answer to this other than to dismiss the question as 
a non-question, because of the fact that we do not normally 
pit one Midrash against another in this fashion, and they are 
both Midrashic comments.  When Avraham sees the 
men/angels approaching, the Torah says that he sees them 
and he runs to greet them, which would imply that Avraham 
felt better immediately upon seeing them.  The Chofetz 
Chaim in his commentary on the parsha actually expresses 
that fact specifically.  The Chofetz Chaim writes that the 
angel sent to heal Avraham did not come with a medical bag 
or herbs or medicines; the angel did not possess medical or 
pharmacy equipment.  Rather the angel was involved in a 
different aspect of healing.  The mere presence of the angel 
turned out to accelerate Avraham’s healing.  Avraham just 
needed to see a visitor approaching and he was able to rise 
to the occasion and immediately ran to greet the 
men/angels.  His healing came about with the task at hand 
of the performance of the mitzvah and this itself is a real 
miracle of healing. 
 

3. Avraham enters into a negotiation with Hashem 
debating the ability to save the cities of Sodom on the basis 
of a minority presence of righteous people.  When it became 
clear that even ten righteous people did not exist in the 
entire region, Hashem departs from Avraham.  It would 
imply that had Hashem not departed, Avraham would have 
asked to save the cities on the basis of a lower number of 
righteous people.  In fact, Avraham might have asked 
Hashem to save Sodom because of the presence of Lot.  
Even the presence of one righteous person can have that 
affect.  Nevertheless, God’s decision had been made, and 
Avraham was not able to make this request of the Almighty.  
It is interesting that the negotiations evolved solely on this 
one particular point.  Why didn’t Avraham point out the fact 
that the land is fertile and rich and destined to become the 
land belonging to his descendents?  By Hashem destroying 
the area, it would affect the ability for his descendents to 
have quality residence in the area, which is true.  Even today 
the lands of the Dead Sea area are not that fertile and suffer 
the consequences of God’s judgment from the time of the 
biblical story.  Nevertheless the people of Sodom were so 
evil that they brought about the destruction upon themselves 
even though it would affect Avraham’s later descendants.  
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchiv brings out a salient point 
when it mentions that Avraham returned to his place (18:33).  
The Beditchiver comments that the Torah was really saying 
that Avraham did not physically return to a different location, 
but returned to his original position.  Avraham was never 
swayed by God’s remarks and still felt that there was room 
to save the residents of Sodom.  Unfortunately Hashem 
rejected his argument but nevertheless Avraham returns to 
his initial position in negotiations. 
 

HAFTORAH  
(p. 76 Hz) (p. 113 S) (p. 826 Hi) (p. 1134 AS) 

KINGS II    ' 4:1

 
 Like the angels in the Parsha, the Prophet Elisha in the 
Haftorah promised a barren woman that she would bear a 
child.  Later he had to bring the child back to life.  (Kings II, 
Ch. 4)  Elisha seemed to have inherited the ability to perform 
miracles from his illustrious teacher, Eliyahu HaNavi.  
Before Eliyahu ascended to Heaven, Elisha asked him for 
twice the amount of blessing that Eliyahu possessed, which 
our Sages seem to understand as twice as much ability to 
perform miracles as Eliyahu.  And in fact, when one looks at 
the biblical narrative of these two prophets, it would seem 
that Elisha was able to perform more miracles than Eliyahu.  
The narrative in TaNaCH of both these prophets is unique 
in the sense of being a time when the prophet was 
performing miracles for the people.  In the story in front of 
us it was not even a miracle that would affect a lot of people; 
it was the miracle that affected only one particular family.  
Nevertheless it was a door-to-door type of prophetic mission 
that Elisha possessed at this time.   Door-to-door and 
mouth-to-mouth is also a way of spreading the word of 
Hashem and the magnificence of the Divine. The great 
appeal of Judaism is the mandate that we bring Hashem into 
our own homes.  Hashem cares about us individually and is 
willing to extend providence and miracles in order to assist 
us in life.  (RED) 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT VAYEIRA 5780 
by Rabbi Edward Davis, Rabbi Emeritus & Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

 
I. From the Text 

1. What was the menu for the meal Avraham prepared for his guests? (18:6-8) 
2. After visiting with Avraham, where did the angels/men go? (18:16) 
3. How did Avimelech come to realize that Sarah was a married woman? (20:3) 
4. What convinced Avraham to expel Yishmael from their home? (21:12) 
5. Where did the Akeidah, the aborted sacrifice of Yitzchak, take place? (22:2) 
II. From Rashi 

6. For what purpose did Hashem visit Avraham at the beginning of today’s Parshah? (18:1) 
7. Avraham grabbed three calves (or at least one of them) to cook for his three guests. (18:7). Who prepared (cooked) the 
animal(s)? 
8. When was Yitzchak born? (18:10) 
9. Why did the daughters of Lot seduce their father in order to get pregnant? (19:31) 
10. Why did women bring their babies to Sarah so that Sarah would nurse them? (21:7) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. How did Hashem change what Sarah said (when talking about her imminent pregnancy), in order to preserve peace in 
the family? (18:14, Talmud) 
12. Why did the Sodomites not welcome guests? (Ramban) 
13. Why was Yitzchak named with the word that means laughter? (R. Bachya) 
IV. Haftorah.   Kings II 

14. Why did Elisha bless the Shunamite woman with having a child? 
V. Relationships 

a) Yitzchak - Rivkah (prior to their marriage) 
b) Avraham - Lot 
c) Milkah - Avraham (2 answers) 
d) Noach - Canaan 
e) Terach - Yitzchak 
 
               

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT VAYEIRA 5780 

 
1. Cake, meat, cream, and milk. 
2. To Sodom. 
3. Hashem told him in a dream. 
4. Hashem told him to do it, for Avraham’s destiny was to be through Yitzchak. 
5. In the Land of Moriah (Yerushalayim). 
6. To visit the sick. (Avraham was recuperating from his circumcision.) 
7. Yishmael 
8. On Pesach. 
9. They thought the whole world was destroyed as it was in the days of the Flood. 
10. Since Sarah was so old, the women thought that Sarah did not really give birth. They thought that she took in an aban-
doned baby. 
11. Sarah had said “my husband is old.” Hashem reported to Avraham that she was old. 
12. To keep impoverished fortune seekers away. 
13. It represented the joy that Avraham felt, and it reflects the joy that Sarah experienced as well. 
14. Elisha showed her gratitude for her hospitality. 
Relationships 
a) First Cousins, once removed. 
b) Uncle Avraham 
c) Uncle Avraham and Brother-in-Law and Sister-in-Law 
d) Grandfather Noach 
e) Grandfather Terach 
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