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SHABBAT SHALOM.  Today is 21 Tevet 5780. 
 

TORAH DIALOGUE   
(p. 206 Hz) (p. 319 S) (p. 213 Hi) (p. 292 AS) 

SHEMOT    Exodus 1:1 

[Compiled by Rabbi Edward Davis (RED),  
Rabbi Emeritus and Sephardic Minyan Rabbi 

Young Israel of Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale] 
 

1. The Torah repeats a phrase that it stated back in 
Vayigash: “These are the names of Bnei Yisrael who came 
to Egypt...” (1:1). The need for the Torah to repeat is 
encapsulated by Rav Soloveitchik when he wrote that after 
130 years of living in Egypt, the Jewish people were still 
considered outsiders. To some degree, at least in the 
beginning, this was the intent of Yosef when he planted his 
family in Goshen, isolated, and separated from the general 
Egyptian culture, enabling Bnei Yisrael to keep their Jewish 
traditions. I take it that the isolation did not last long until 
Jews started to branch out beyond Goshen and begin to 
assimilate within the Egyptian society. And now, 130 years 
later, they are still considered outsiders. (This is the story of 
the Jewish exile throughout history. We enter a country as 
foreigners and begin to assimilate. Eventually, even in the 
21st century in America, we consider ourselves as either 
American Jews or as Jewish Americans. Some succeed in 
stripping themselves as Jews, others less so. Then there are 
the Orthodox, who succeed in self-ghettoizing themselves. 
Yet we are all still labeled as Jews.) 
 

2. Pharaoh was concerned about the enormity of the 
population explosion that the Jewish people were 
experiencing. The fear was that in wartime, the Jews would 
form a “fifth column,” which means that the Jews would form 
an alliance with the invading army to fight the Egyptians. A 
further concern was the prosperity the Jews were 
experiencing. Pharaoh would claim that the money the Jews 
were earning came at the expense of the Egyptians. Again, 
these concerns would come to repeat themselves in our 
history in the long Exile over the past two thousand years. 
We are consistently looked upon by our host country as 
outsiders who wax wealthy at the cost of the local economy. 
And people in the host country will question our loyalty to our 
host country. How many Jews serve in the armed forces of 
the host country? (This was one of the questions the French 
government put to Napoleon’s Grand Sanhedrin in 1806 
when the French granted Jews full and equal citizenship. 
Would the Jews fight for the French and will they be loyal 
French citizens willing to defend their new country, France?) 
(RED) 
 

3. The issue of the midwives defying Pharaoh’s order to 
kill the male Jewish babies is merely a sidebar to the events 
of the day. The main subject is that Pharaoh’s plan of 
thwarting the growth of the Jewish population is not 
successful. Even the Midrash is puzzled by Pharaoh’s 
decree. The Midrash states that Pharaoh’s astrologers 
predicted when the Jewish savior would be born, and this 
propelled Pharaoh to act quickly and decisively to kill the 
savior. The Midrash claims that Shifra and Puah were 
actually Yocheved and Miriam, which is highly unlikely if you 
accept the previous Midrash, because Yocheved is the one 
to give birth to the Jewish savior! Rabbi Schwab wrote that 
Shifra and Puah were really Egyptian women, who defied 
Pharaoh and acted in a brave, moral fashion. This is also 

highly unlikely. So it is a puzzling sidebar to the story. (RED) 
 

4. In the cultural lore of various religions, little is known of 
the formative years of the leading figures of these religions, 
except for Judaism. The Torah (and especially the Midrash) 
gives us a description of the formative years of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. The heroine of the story is the daughter of 
Pharaoh, referred to by the name of Batya (Chronicles I, 
4:18). [The name means daughter of Hashem. She made 
Moshe her son; so Hashem made her His son.] According to 
the Midrash (and Cecil B. DeMille), Batya accompanied Bnei 
Yisrael in the Exodus from Egypt. Her firstborn son was the 
only survivor of the Tenth Plague. In Chronicles I, 4:18, she 
married a member of the tribe of Yehudah, Mered, and had 
children with him. (Yes, that would mean she was quite old 
at the time.) She had converted to Judaism. And she entered 
Heaven while still alive. (Midrash) 
 

 Moshe was nursed by his birth mother, Yocheved, and 
was raised by Batya in the palace. He knew he was Jewish 
the whole time. (Batya was at the Pesach Seder in Moshe’s 
home among the slaves.) Because of his Jewish (and 
Egyptian) upbringing, Moshe knew who he was and 
identified with his enslaved brethren. It was important to 
have that royal upbringing, for that gave him a sense of 
royalty and not a sense of being a slave. 
 

5. Did Pharaoh know that Moshe was Jewish? And did 
Pharaoh know that Moshe knew that he was Jewish? The 
answer is clear. Moshe and Pharaoh both knew that Moshe 
was Jewish. When Moshe killed the Egyptian who was 
hitting a Jewish slave, this incident proves that Moshe and 
Pharaoh knew that Moshe was Jewish. Otherwise, it would 
have made sense to Pharaoh that Moshe, his Egyptian 
foreman, strikes an Egyptian who was hitting a working 
slave. Moshe was within his rightful duties as a royal 
Egyptian to discipline a taskmaster. The fact that Moshe was 
Jewish led Pharaoh to believe that his royal adopted son was 
identifying with the Jews and taking up the Jewish side of the 
issue. This is why Moshe was afraid that the Pharaoh would 
find out that Moshe killed the Egyptian taskmaster. No doubt 
exists in my mind, and that is why the story ends up with “and 
Moshe fled.” He knew his life was threatened by openly 
identifying with the Jews. (RED) 
 

HAFTORAH 
(p. 225 Hz) (p. 345 S) (p. 843 Hi) (p. 1147 AS) 

ISAIAH      27:6
 

 The terms Yaakov and Yisrael are both used in the first 
verse of today's haftorah.  "The coming generations will 
allow Yaakov to take root, it will blossom and flower as 
Yisrael."  Yaakov represents the name of the Galut (exile) 
appearance of Israel. Only when Yaakov takes root, 
establishes himself to exist in strength, will he grow and 
develop. This development in Jewish history will be a 
struggle, in exile, and through much pain and trouble.  If he 
succeeds in rooting himself in this "purifying" manner, he will 
blossom into Yisrael.  Yisrael is the name of Israel when it is 
realizing its given name, when its entire existence is 
stamped with God's government. The Yaakov of the exile will 
become the Yisrael of the Promised Land. The divine 
blessing will come if Yaakov/Yisrael perseveres in Torah and 
good deeds (Hirsch). 
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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT SHEMOT 5780 
by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 
I. From the Text 

1. What was the reasoning the Pharaoh used to sway the Egyptian people to hate the Jews? (1:8-10) 
2. Where did Moshe initially grow up? (2:9) 
3. In what three incidents did Moshe prove himself as a positive force for justice? (2:11-17) 
4. What message did Hashem tell Moshe at the Burning Bush? (3:6-10) 
5. What three signs did Hashem give Moshe to use if he needed to? (4:1-9) 
II. From Rashi 

6. According to Rashi (one Midrashic opinion), what was the Jewish birth rate in Egypt? (1:7) 
7. What was the nature of the workload of the Jewish slaves? (1:11) 
8. Who were the two midwives (their real names) who helped the Jewish women give birth? (1:15) 
9. The Egyptian astrologers saw that the Jewish savior will suffer as a result of the water. Where did this come true? (1:22) 
10. Hashem became angry at Moshe for being stubborn at accepting Hashem’s mission to redeem Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt. 
What punishment did Moshe receive?  (4:14) 
III. From the Rabbis 

11. Why are just the twelve sons of Yaakov mentioned in the opening paragraph and not any grandchildren? (Seforno) 
12. Why was Moshe denied burial in Eretz Yisrael while Yosef was allowed? (Midrash. Devarim Rabbah 2:8) 
13. What was the message of the Burning Bush? (Midrash) 
IV. Haftorah.   Isaiah 

14. What transformation would take place to Yaakov before he could reach his flourishing redemption? 
V. Relationships 

a) Moshe - Yitro 
b) Moshe - Tzipporah 
c) Moshe - Aharon 
d) Gershon - Gershom 
e) Yocheved - Merari 
 
 

 

 
ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT SHEMOT 5780 

 
1. The Jews are outsiders, and they might join the enemy if we are attacked. 
2. In the home of his mother, whom Bitya , the daughter of Pharaoh, had hired to nurse the baby. 
3. a) An Egyptian man was hitting a Jewish man; b) two Jews were fighting; and c) the Midianite shepherds drove away Yitro’s 
daughters from the well. 
4. That Hashem will redeem Bnei Yisrael from Egypt and bring them to Canaan. 
5. Moshe’s staff turned into a snake and back. Moshe’s hand became leprous and returned to normal. And water turned into 
blood. 
6. Six babies in each birth. 
7. To build treasury cities for Pharaoh. 
8. Shifra and Puah were actually Yocheved and Miriam. 
9. At Merivah, where Moshe hits the rock. 
10. Originally Moshe was to become the Kohan Gadol. Now he would remain a Levy, and his brother Aharon would become the 
Kohan Gadol, the High Priest. 
11. The children kept the Jewish traditions stronger than the grandchildren. As a result, the slavery began only when all of the 
sons died. 
12. When Moshe was introduced to Yitro by Yitro’s daughters, they described him as an Egyptian man. Moshe didn’t correct 
them. Yosef, on the other hand, was a Hebrew lad. 
13. The Bush symbolizes Israel. No matter how much suffering Israel would endure, Hashem will not let Israel be consumed. 
14. Yaakov would change to Yisrael. 
Relationships 

a) Father-in-Law Yitro 
b) Husband-Wife 
c) Brothers 
d) Great Uncle Gershon 
e) Brother-Sister 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


